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UrOPRESS 


CD-ROM MISSING? THEN ASK YOUR NEWSAGENT 


■ Survival Guide lu CD-Reiu 

Learn how to live with our shiny friends 

■ Rodent Roundup 

The latest mice tested and compared 

■ Gravis Piano 

Teach yourself piano in easy steps 


Beat the toughest game of the decade with our 
full player’s guide, including CD-Rom video clips! 


The packages, the t^ 
and the best bn 


PACKED WITH EXCLUSIVES! 


ANIMATION STATION 


Try our fully interactive demo of this powerful 
package and join in the animation revolution 


Demos: Magic Theatre ■ Creative Writing 

Bozzball ■ Knowledge Adventure Sampler CD 

HB Animation Workshop ■ Monty Python 

Syracuse Language System ■ Animation Station 

Game demos: NASCAR Racing ■ Castles 2 ■ Rise of the Robots 

Fun shareware: Image View ■ Postit 


Magk 

Theatre 


A new way to let the kids make their own 
bedtime stories complete with animation 
and sampled speech 


NASCAR Racing 

Fully playable demo of 
the fantastic follow up to 
smash hit IndyCar Racing 


Monty Python 

Demo of the brand new 
Python CD-Rom 
game, including 
Terry Gilliam 
animations 
and new 
material! 


Doom II BootoFR. 




























Orel er Direct CD-ROM Centre 


Iron Helix _ 
Draculj 


FOR PRICE AND CHOICE WE WON'T BE BEATEN 


DEVRON • Order Direct CD-ROM Centre 

We are constantly updating and improving our inventory, 
so if the title you require isn't listed, give us a call and if we 
don't have it we'll do our best to find it for you. For the 
latest prices and availabilty call us now on 

081-9531133 

From all at Devron, we look forward to serving you. 



£24.95 


ENTERTAINMENT 

Comptons Family Choice _ 


15 software titles for the entire family. 

Battlechess Enhanced_ 


£19.95 


£24.95 


A classic disk based product the animated war across the chess 
board comes to life in multimedia. 

Capitol Hill_£19.95 

As a newly elected Congressperson, you've a big job ahead of you. 
You learn just what it is like to be a power politician. 

Blue Force_ NOW ONLY £14.95 

Case of the Cautious Condor_£14.95 

Day of the Tentacle_^£24.95 

Dune_^£29.95 

£19.95 
£24.95 


Eric the Unready. 

Fatty Bears Birthday Surprise . 


A graphic adventure that sets a series of quests and problems for 
the 5-8 year old age group. Lots of animation with neat touches. 

Gabriel Knight_£29.95 

Gabriel Knight spends every waking moment scouring side streets 
and back alleys of New Orleans for the key to his dark past. When 
he sleeps the nightmare begins. An excellent Voodoo adventure. 

Jutland_^£34.95 

_NOW ONLY £14.95 
£29.95 


Interactive Story Time II _ 

Indiana Jones and the fate of Atlantis. 

Jones in the Fast Lane _ 

Kings Quest V _ 


Kings Quest VI Heir Today Gone Tomorrow _ 

Miaos^ Golf for Windows _ 

Mixed-Up Mother Goose _ 


£19.95 

_£16.95 

£24.95 


£27.95 

£24.50 


Move your player around and find the lost property of fairy tale 
characters. One of the best CD's for the 4-8 age group. 

New Outpost_£34.95 

Protostar_£24.95 


Putt Putt's Fun Pack_ 

Putt Putt Joins The Parade. 


.£27.95 

£29.95 


A striking children's adventure game for ages four and up. Strong 
graphic, full sound track and some great sound effects. 

Return to Zork_£24.95 

Secret of Monkey Island_£19.95 

Sherlock Holmes Consulting Detective III_£32.50 

The Solicitous Solicitor, The Banker's Final Debt and The Thames 
Murder - interactive full motion video in the best casebook yet. 

Space Quest IV_ NOW ONLY £19.95 

Spellbound_£29.95 

Sports Best - 3 superb games: 

Paragliding, Kick Boxing, Tennis_ 

Stellar 7_ 


.£14.95 

_£19.95 

£29.95 


£24.95 


New Theme Park_ 

The Dagger of Amon Ra_ 

The 7th Guest _ NOW ONLY £24.95 

A gorgeous haunted house mystery. Six guests came for dinner, all 
have disappeared, you investigate the mystery...stunning graphic 
and sound make this one of THE CD releases to date. 

New 10 CD Pack Includes: This amazing compilation CD includes 
some of the finest programmes. It has full versions of the excellent 
Doom, Stellar 7, King's Quest V, World Atlas, World Fact Book, Best 
of Media Clips, Time ; Man of the Year, PC Karaoke, CD ROM of CD 

ROMs and Animation Festival _ £34.95 

Kyrandia 2 : Hand Of Fate_£29.95 

The Adventures of Willy Beamish _£19.95 

Ultima Underworld I & II _ £34.95 

Two of the greatest fantasy role playing games 
on one CD! As near to 'Virtual Reali^ as is 
possible on the PC. Explore the Stygian Abyss 
and The Labyrinth of The Worlds in 3D. Full of 

_ puzzles & combat. 

irUnder a Killing Moon _ £CALL 

Where in the World is Carmen Sandiego? _ £29.95 

An educational geography whodunit. Track down the infamous 
Carmen as she steals the worlds most famous landmarks & treasures. 

Who Killed Sam Rupert _ £19.95 

Whodunit, you have six gaming hours to solve Sam Rupert's murder. 

Who Shot Johnny Rock _ ^£29.95 

CD Game Pack 2 _ £24.95 

A compilation of: Chessmaster 2100, Robot Tank, Beyond the Black 
Hole, Life & Death, Gin King / Cribbage King, Checkers, Loopz, 
Puzzle Gallery, Disan Lau and Backgammon. 

Rock, Rap & Roll _ £39.95 

A breakthrough in music making machine that makes it easy for 
you to cut your own tracks. With a studio for every type of music 
lover - you'll be making great music in minutes. 

Rodney's Fun Screen _ NOW ONLY £19.95 

Action CD _ £19.95 

A compilation of: Falcon FI6, Flight of the Intruder (air combat) and 
Abrams Tank / Stunt Driver. 



Rebel Assault_ 

Lawnmower Man_ 

Alone in the Dark 1_ 
Humans 1 & 2 
MeoaRace 

£29.95 

£29.95 

£29.95 

£29.95 

£27.95 

Tornado 

£19.95 

TFX 

£29.95 

Sam&Max 

£29.95 

Winter Olympics 

FIS - III 

£29.95 

£19.95 

Goblins 3 

£29.95 

Cyberace 

£29.95 

Lyings II 

£2495 

Syndicate Plus_ 

Police Ouest 4 

£28.95 

£28.95 

FIFA Soccer 

£7895 

NHL Hockey 95_ 

£29.95 

Util Divil 

£24.95 

Pagan - Ultimate 8 
MadDoall 

£34.95 

£34.95 

Space Simulation 3H _£29.95 
Pinball Dreams Deluxe 


Vantage Tennis_^£25.95 

rdof the 


B Rings . 


£29.95 

£29.95 


£29.95 Strike Commander_£29.95 


£29.95 


£29.95 


_£37.95 

£24.95 


_£14.95 

£22.95 


_£34.95 

_£24.95 

£29.95 


£29.95 


£14.95 


Aladdin and the Wonderful Lamp _ 

Star Trek - Collectables_ 

Star Trek - 25th Anniversary_ 

Commanche Max Overkill _ 


£27.95 

£24.95 


_NOW ONLY £19.95 
£34.95 


£34.95 


Microsoft Flight Simulator 5 (3.5" Floppy Disks ) £ 29.95 

Secret Weapons of the Luftwaffe _ NOW ONLY £14.95 

Beneath the Steel Sky _ ^£29.95 

Walkthroughs and Flybys _ ^£19.95 

A combined book and CD that aim's to present "the best in 
PCmulti-media". Over 500 Mb of animated presentations from 
serious medical applications to headbanging Sound Blaster demos. 

EBOOK MULTIMEDIA STORY BOOKS 

Beauty and the Beast _ ^£19.95 

This is a MPC interactive storybook with original illustrations 
and new animations, sound effects and a timeless musical score. 

Sleeping Beauty _ ^£19.95 

Star Child _ NOW ONLY £14.95 

Peter and the Wolf _ ^£17.95 

A classic, combining the original written story with a 
synchronised audio track and graphics. 

Don Quixote _ ^£19.95 


SPECIAL OFFERS 

CALL NOW! 1 - ONLY UNHTED STOCKS AVAILABLE 

Hucthinson's EnevdoDaedia £39.95 

Space In Motion 

f?9.95 

Introduction To Classical Music 

f?9.95 

Daily Telearaph'92 

£79.95 

Grolier Encyclopaedia (Dos Version) 

£24.95 

The Presidents-lt Starts With George 

£24.95 

Challenge Pack - 9 Games 

£19.95 

Family Education Collection 

£19.95 

City in Trouble in the Year 2000 

£19.95 

Chessmaster 3000 

£14.95 

Loom 

£9.95 

Mad Doa McCree 

£19.95 

Kyrandia 1 

£14.95 

C-19 (oyer 500 images) 

£9.95 


ENCYCLOPAEDIA 


The Animals of San Diego Zoo_NOW ONLY £14.95 

Beasts from the Arctic wastes to the plains of Africa. Presented with 
photos, movies, stories and text. Award winning video and two and 
a half hours of sounds and narration. A fun education tool. 

Comptons Interactive Encyclopaedia 1994 _ £49.95 

Contains all the text and pictures of the 26 volume encyclopaedia - 
nine million words, 32,000 articles, 15,000 illustrations including 
4,000 photographs, 500 graphic drawings and diagrams. 

Dinosaur Encyclopaedia _ NOW ONLY £19.95 

Hutchinson's Encyclopaedia _ NOW ONLY £39.95 

Fully revised and updated in 1992 this British encyclopaedia features 
27,000 articles and over 2,500 pictures and 250 sound files. 

Microsoft Encarta 1994 version _ NOW ONLY £59.95 

A true Multimedia product using text, pictures, sound and motion 
to create a superb reference work. Flexible search routines, an 
intuitive interface and top graphic put this in anyone's top ten. 

Timetable of Business. Politics & Media _ £19.50 

The quest for wealth, power and knowledge is richly illustrated in 
this Multi-Media disk. Of 6,200 original stories plus pictures, 
portraits and animations from the trojan horse to Desert Storm. 

Timetable of Science & Innovation _ £19.50 

A Multi-Media Chronology of world events and scientific discovery - 
from the big bang to black holes. From 75 reference sources, over 
6,000 stories, graphic, sound and motion sequences. 

Timetable of Arts 8i Entertainment _ £19.50 

The New Groiier Multi-Media Encyclopaedia (MPC) _ £49.95 

All 21 volumes of the Academic American Encyclopaedia on a single 
disk. Covers a wide variety of subjects including science, world 
history, music, art and much more. There are over 7,000 new or 
revised articles and 33,000 articles in all. The time line feature lets 
you move back and forth through history stopping to learn more 
about important dates, topic and events. Also included is The 
Knowledge tree making searches into specific topic easy. 


Serving you since 1980 


EDUCATION 

Berlitz Think and Talk Series_ 


£88.95 


FRENCH 


Learn conversational French, German, Italian or 
Spanish with these superb titles. Eight CD's in 
[ each pack, seven Audio and one data. With 
sound effects, music and audio cues in 50 lessons 
and a full bilingual dictionary. Separate titles for 
each language. 

Distant Sun for Windows_£59.95 

A desktop Planetarium, the main feature of 
which is the 'sky at night'. This can be viewed as 
from any place on this planet, but also at any date in the past. Also 
1,500 full screen images cover snaps of ail the major planets and of 
Earth from orbit. 

Career Opportunities_£29.50 

Full Bloom_ NOW ONLY £14.95 

Global Explorer_£69.95 

The most detailed World Atlas ever. You can bring up street level 
maps of the Worlds major Cities. Detailed country profiles including 
population, culture and history, names of smaller towns with details 
of tourist attractions, transportation and so on. Allows you to see 
the world's major air routes making Global Explorer ideal for those 
who travel extensively. Highly recommended. 

Great Cities of the World I_£14.95 

Great Cities of the World I & II bundle pack_£24.95 

Explore the worlds greatest cities from the comfort of your own 
home! Includes text graphics, photographs, voices and music. 

Great Wonders of tfie World Vol 1_£29.95 

The history, geography, architecture, legends and mysteries of ten 
of the worlds most extraordinary structures. The Pyramids, Panama 
Canal, Trans Siberian, Taj Mahal, Venice and the Inca Ruins. 

New Magic Theatre_£32.95 

A program that lets children create, animate, produce and narrate 
thier own movies! Microphone included. 

Redshift_£47.95 

CD Deluxe Pack_^£29.95 

Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing, Chessmaster, World Atlas and USA Atlas. 

Berenstain Bears Learning at Home_£24.95 

A graphical point and click interface for the children to use, about 
safety, health tips, science facts plus much more. 

Learn to Speak Series_£58.95 

French and Spanish versions are aimed at 
those who wish to study these languages in 
a more grammar based mode. 

Mammals_£27.95 

Mario is Missing / World Atlas _£24.95 
Mario has been kidnapped and Luigi needs 
your help. Have fun exploring famous cities, 
learn about navigation and geography and 
use reasoning skills to think through clues to reach your goal. 

McMillan Childrens Dictionary_£19.95 

Over 13,000 word definitions, 1,000 photographs and illustrations 
plus some 400 sound effects. Integrated word games etc. 

Dictionary of the Living World_£29.95 

A comprehensive Multi-Media database of life on this planet. More 
than 3,000 text entries plus mono and colour pictures, sounds, 
animation and video clips. 

NEW Miaosoft Ancient Lands_£36.95 

Explore the civilisations of ancient Egypt, Greece and Rome. Learn 
about the monuments, mysteries, people, politic, work and play. 
1,000 interactive articals and 25 animated and video sequences. 

NEW Microsoft Dangerous Creatures_^£36.95 

1,000 articles featuring 250 of nature's most colourful and 
dangerous inhabitants. Over 100 full-motion, narrated videos, 
hundreds of photographs, illustrations and hours of sounds. 

Microsoft Musical Instruments_^£36.95 

An interactive Journey into the World of Musical Instruments, this 
excellent CD title is based on the well received 'Eyewitness' Guide 
Book series. Covering over 200 musical instruments. 

Miaosoft Mozart_£36.95 



Microsoft Dinosaurs _ 


_NOW ONLY £29.95 


Superb graphics and brilliant sound. Details and statistics being 
discovered through a full database by Atlas, Family, Timeline or 
Alphabetic indices. Very educational, yet highly entertaining. 

Miaosoft Beethoven_£36.95 

Miaosoft Stravinsky_£36.95 

Miaosoft Art Gallery_^£36.95 


Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing _ 

Oceans Below_ 

Rain Forest _ 


_NOW ONLY £14.95 
_£14.95 
£19.95 


Explore the depths of the Tropical Rain Forest. Witness the lush 
undergrowth and exotic vegetation. Discover the true beauty of the 
plant world through 25 action videos, 100 photographs and sound. 

Multi-Media Computer Tutor _ £24.95 

Four electronic books and two on-line manuals. Teach Me DOS (6.2), 
Teach Me Windows (3.1), Teach Me Typing, Teach Me Computers 
and On-Line manuals for both DOS and Windows. 

USA Wars - Operation Desert Storm _ £19.95 

USA Wars - World War II _ £24.95 

World Atlas 4 _ £24.95 

Information on over 200 countries, covering topics from agriculture, 
to population and politic. Sound allows the user to listen to a 
country's national anthem and learn how to pronounce the names 
of different countries, while the video clips and snaps show the 
attractions. No classroom or college can afford to be without it! 

Barney Bear Goes to Space _ NOW ONLY £24.95 

Garden of Unearthly Delights _ £19.95 

Anglo Saxons _ £29.95 

Mayo Family Health Clinic _ £19.95 

Features information on over 1,000 medical conditions. Over 45 live 


24 Hour CD-ROM Hotline 081-953 1133 Devron Computers Limited, 167 Shenley Road, Borehamwood, Herts. WD6 1AH. Fax : 081-953 1215 

All prices exclude VAT. E&OE. 

































































































































































THE NEWLY RELEASED 
DQRLING KINDERSLEY RANGE 

My First Incredible, Amazing Dictionary_£37.95 

Over 1,000 first words and their meanings in a childrens' dictionary 
that talks, teaches and entertains. Full of fun and surprises. 

Stowaway___£37.95 

Explore every deck, nook and cranny of an amazing 18th century 
warship. Hundreds of animations, narrated stories and sound effects 

The Ultimate Human Body_£58.95 

The most fascinating journey of all - an interactive voyage through 
the human body. Discover where everything is and how it works! 

The Way Things Work_£58.95 

A multimedia tour de force - David Macauley's "mammoth" guide 
to a magical world of machines, inventors, science and technology. 

Eyewitness Encyclopedia of Science_£69.95 

An essential multimedia reference guide to science and technology. 
Includes audio, video and animations that will delight and astound. 


SHAREWARE 


KGB / CIA World Factbook _ 


£29.95 


_£4.95 

£19.95 


Minerva 3. 
Minerva 5. 


_£12.95 

£22.95 


Minerva 2 _ 

Minerva 4-- --- 

An incredible 6000 files covering over 300 subject categories. 
Games, utilities, applications, hobbies and leisure. Over 630Mb. 

So Much Shareware 2 _£14.95 So Much Shareware 3 £19.95 

NEW So Much Shareware 4 __£24.95 

WEWClipArt Extravaganza (including manual)_£29.95 

Shareware Overload Trio • 3 Disks. 


£24.95 


Business, Clipart Communications - BBS, Database, Education, 
Finance, Games, Graphics, Misc. applications. Programmers' Tools, 
Religion, Sound, Utilities, Windows-based programs and WPs. 

MK Wizard _ ^^.95 


Current Shareware '94_ 

Software Vault / Gold Collection _ 

The Collection for Windows_ 

Ubris Britannia_ 


_£19.95 

_£14.95 

£14.95 

£24.95 


videos and animations and a versatile search format. 

Lennys Music Toons 


HEAVEN SERIES 


£29.95 


Music and cartoons come alive through interactive animation! 

Learn about music through fun and games. 

Busy Town__£29.95 

Winner of the 3-7 year olds National Parenting Publications - 
Children's Enrichment Category. Lovable characters - Huckle Cat, 
Lowly Worm, Mr Frumble and many more are up to all kinds of fun. 

Ocean Life Vol 1___£27.95 

Ocean Life Vol 2_.£29.95 

Space & Astronomy __£19.95 

Over 1000 GIF images taken from actual NASA space flights. 

NEW Tuneland _£34.95 



ClipArt Heaven. 


£12.95 


This disk includes thousands of 300+ dpi 


.£12.95 


Over 600Mb. 

Cookbook Heaven. 


images. 

Shareware Heaven 2_ 

Over 650Mb of the latest in top quality 
shareware available. 

Windows Heaven_£12.95 

The most up to date Windows applications. 

_ £12.95 


The first interactive cartoon. Age 3 upwards. 

Doctors Book of Home Remedies_ 

Bodyworks 3 


Includes over 20,000 recipes which makes this CD the best in its class. 

Learning Heaven ____ ^£12.95 


_£24.95 

_£39.95 

Discover the marvel of the human body. Let colourful photo-quality 

graphic guide you on a journey through the body. Watch as 
detailed animations bring the body's intricate functions to life. 

Around the World in 80 Days_^£28.95 

An interactive story book adventure for ages 5 - 8 

Peter Pan_ ^£28.95 

An interactive story book adventure for ages 5 - 8 

Fingers for Windows_£49.95 

More than just the worlds finest typing tutor, user can also learn 
French or Spanish simultaniously. 

Mario Teaches Sums_^£18.95 

_^£18.95 

_£18.95 


Hundreds of educational programmes. 

Adventures in Heaven_ 


£12.95 


A collection of challenging games. 

Solar Heaven . 


£12.95 


Astrology and Astronomy applications. 

Straight from Heaven. 


£12.95 


The ultimate bible and religious studies collection. 

Font Heaven. 


£12.95 


Mario Playschool _ 
Mario Time Machine . 


Contains over 2,200 fonts, includes TrueType, ATM and Geoworks. 

Clipart Heaven II "The Sequel" (including manual)_£19.95 

A collection of over 12,000 high resolution clip art images. 

Business Heaven __£19.95 

This CD is packed with lots of business applications. 

CHESTNUT RANGE 

Colossal Cookbook_£9.95 Complete Bookshop _£9.95 


KNOWLEDGE ADVENTURE SERIES 


Space Adventure _£24.95 

Allows you to create full motion simulations. Click on the screen to 
track subjects that fascinate you - Rockets, Exploration, Space and 
Science, the Solar System, Science Fiction and much more. 

Space Adventure / Dinosaur Adventure Bundle_£34.95 

Full motion video of the dinosaurs, designed as 'edutainment' this is 
an interactive journey through the period of history when these 
huge creatures ruled the earth. 

The Discoverers_^£32.95 

An incredible full motion movie with unique morphing, virtual 
reality, 3D photography and stereo sound. Contains vast reference 
facilities. 

Undersea Adventure_£29.95 

Seven entertaining and educational ways to explore the water that 
covers our planet. 

KidzZoo_ ^NOW ONLY £29.95 

Aimed at the 3 to 12 year age group the program which deals only 
with baby animals with several guessing games as well as a an 
electronic book and an animal dictionary. 

3D Dinosaur Adventure_£34.95 

Watch monster movies. Venture into a 

virtual reality theme park. Delve into the 

dino encyclopaedia. Create your own 
dinosaur. 

3D Body Adventure_£34.95 

See full-motion video, photographic-quality 
3-D images, interactive 3-D movies. Hear full 
" V * stereo midi sound. It's a comprehensive 
reference for adults - and an exciting 
learning program for children. 

Science Adventure II_£34.95 

Explore science - with Isaac Asimov and Virtual Reality. Have an 
overview of the solar system. Take an inside look at chemistry. 
Manipulate 3-D models of a skull. Get involved in interactive 
experiments. 

Speed Adventure_£29.95 

Bug Adventure __£29.95 


Ham Radio_£9.95 Our Solar System_£9.95 

Bibles & Religion_£9.95 Gardening_£9.95 

Clipart Warehouse_£9.95 Deathstar Arcade_£9.95 

Selectware_£9.95 Sound Sensation s £9.95 


Windoware_ 
Technotools . 


Home 8t Office Legal Guide 

Encyclopaedia of Sound_ 

Encyclopaedia of Sound Volume II 
Multi-Media Mania _ 


Dictionaries 8( Languages _ 
Computer Reference Library. 

Hugo's House of Horrors_ 

Midi Collection_ 


£9.95 World Traveller 1_£9.95 

£9.95 Too Many Typefonts_£9.95 

£9.95 
£9.95 
£9.95 
£9.95 
£9.95 
£9.95 
£9.95 
£9.95 


CHESTNUT RANGE FROM PEVRON 

Any Two Titles_£17.95 Any Eight Titles_£59.95 

Any Four Titles_£31.95 Any Twelve Titles £83.95 



CLASSIC VIDEO CD-ROM^S 

Night of the Living Dead £4.95 Godzilla Vs Megalon _£4.95 

Porky Pig_£4.95 Classic Cartoons_£4.95 

Flash Cards on Video_£4.95 Caricaturas Clasicas £4.95 


REFERENCE 



AA Hotels Guide_ 


THE LIVING BOOK SERIES 

These story books are fully interactive and feature 
animations, realistic sounds and original music. Pupils will 
learn words, phrases and sentences as the stories unfold. 


_£14.95 

A detailed database covering all manner of 
accommodation and eating places. 

CICA Microsoft Windows_£16.95 

Crossword Cracker_£9.95 

An aid for Crossword Buffs. Allows you to 

_analyse a word with the help of a library of 

over 170,000 words. Word Length and a few letters suffice to 
rapidly give a response. 

Coates Art Review - Impressionism_£28.50 

Almost 600 images of Impressionist paintings, with biographical 
data on the painters, their styles and with general critical text. Some 
of the worlds greatest works are illustrated on this CD. 

Family Doctor _ __£18.95 

One for the hypochondriac among us. The answers to 2,000 of the 
most commonly asked questions written by a qualified Doctor. 

Guinness Disk of Records _ ^NOW ONLY £24.95 

Great Literature Plus_£44.95 

Complete text of 1900 works from over 180 authors. Includes 
musical excerpts and narrations. 

NEW Jazz - A Multi-Media History _ £29.95 

Archive photos, original music, interviews and full motion video. 

Jets & Props _ NOW ONLY £19.95 

200 spectacular photos of civilian and military aircraft. 100 modern 
jets and 100 classic propeller driven airplanes with original air clips. 

Big Green Disc_£34.95 

The interactive guide to saving the world. 

THE UK'S HOTTEST RANGE OF CD-ROMs 

24 Hour CD-ROM Hotline 081-9531133 

Devron Computers Limited, 167 Shenley Road, Borehamwood, Herts. WD6 1AH. 

Fax your order on: 081-953 1215 All prices exclude VAT. E&OE. 

CARRIAGE & INSURANCE - PLEASE ADD £4.00* (EX. VAT) FOR INSURED DELIVERY OF YOUR CD-ROMS, REGARDLESS OF QUANTITY. 
* UK only. For insured delivery prices outside UK please phone 081 - 953 1133 


Arthur's Teacher Trouble _ 
Just Grandma & Me _ 


The Tortoise and the Hare_ 

New Arthur's Birthday_ 

New New Kid on the Block_ 

New Little Monster at School _ 
Ruff's Bone_ 


£24.95 

_£24.95 

_£29.95 

_£29.95 

£29.95 


£29.95 


£29.95 


Learn interesting facts about governmental and geographical 
statistic. Political and diplomatic protocol. Access facts and figures 
for over 250 countries and territories. 

Microsoft Cinemania '94 ___ £36.95 

'An Interactive Movie Guide' based on 19,000 reviews. Critical views 
of 500 classics and 250 recent films, 1000 photos of stars and scenes. 

Miaosoft Bookshelf '94 _ £49.95 

The American Heritage Dictionary, The Original Rogets Thesaurus, 
The Columbia Dictionary of Quotations, The Consise Columbia 
Encyclopedia, Hammond Intermediate World Atlas, The People's 
Chronology, The World Almanac and Book of Facts 94. 

Bible Library _ ^^^— £29.95 

A hefty reference work, 20 books and nine Bibles which is 
equivalent to 134,000 pages of text and over 268Mb of data. 

UFO _ £ 34.95 

This planets most complete guide to close encounters is a collection 

of 1200 reports on possible extraterrestrial sightings. Supported by 
the world's largest collection of UFO connected photographs. 

Toolworks Reference Library _ £19.95 

A complete reference Dictionary and Thesaurus. 1000's of entries. 
Classic Library ._ £36.95 


Over 2000 great works of world literature. 

Q.R.Z. Ham Radio_ 


_£16.95 

£32.95 


Key Home Gourmet 

£32.95 

Key Home Designer 

£32.95 

Comptons Golf Guide 

£24.95 

Whales and Dolphins 

£24.95 

Computer Works 

£24.95 

Jane Austin 

£14.95 


Sherlock Holmes on a Disk _ 


_NOW ONLY £14.95 


Text of all the Sherlock Holmes stories with reproductions of the 
original woodcuts. Search facilities enable you to browse through 
the whole collection, look for characters and place text. 

Shakespeare__ _ .£18.95 

The complete works, 37 plays and 1599 poems and sonnets in 
original form. A dictionary offers the currently used alternatives of 
the vocabulary used. 

The Bronte Sisters _ ^£14.95 

JFK Assassination __ _£34.95 

Experience one of the most shocking events of the 20th century. 
Examine the visual and written evidence and decide for yourself 
what really happened. 

20th Century Almanac _ £49.95 

Relive events over the last 100 years, D-Day at Normandy, the first 
Pro Football Championship, Woodstock. 20th Century Armanac - a 
revolutionary new way to experience the century. 

NEW Oxford Dictionary of Quotations _ £38.95 

NEW Oxford Thesaurus _ £38.95 

NEW Oxford Concise Dictionary _ £38.95 


ART & DTP 


CorelDraw 3.0_ NOW ONLY £59.95 

Best-selling art package with powerful tools for illustrating, charting, 
bitmap editing and DTP with 12,000 clipart images, 250 fonts. 

Colour Magic Clip Art_£21.95 

Font Fun House_^£19.95 

Great value, containing hundreds of shareware and freeware fonts. 
Both True Type and Type 1 postscript. 

Kodak Photo CD Access_ ^SPECIAL OFFER £14.95 

Allows you to view and manipulate processed snaps on Photo CD 
disks. Supports up to 2048 x 3072 pixels. 

Fractals_ NOW ONLY £9.95 

_£9.95 


Fractools III _ 
Gifts Galore _ 
Key CAD_ 


Key Colour Clipart_ 

2550 Colour illustrations in 26 categories. 

Key Fonts Pro_ 


_£19.95 

£29.95 

£29.95 

£29.95 

£29.95 


1555 Scalable true type and postscript compatible fonts. 

Key Photo Clips_ 

2100 Full colour photographs in 88 categories, TIFF and BMP. 

Key Clipmaster Pro_£29.95 

5001 clipart images in tiff format. 

So Much Screenware £24.95 
Over 500Mb of photo quality pictures. 

..... 

ORDER FORM ^ 

You may complete and return this coupon to: Devron Computers 
Ltd, 167 Shenley Road, Borehamwood, Herts. WD6 1AH. 

Name __ 

Address __ 


County_ 

Postcode . 
Tel. 


Qty 

Item 

Net 

Price 

VAT@ 

17.5% 

Total 
(inc VAT) 





















Packaging & Insured Delivery 

£4.00* 

£0.70 

£4.70 


* Please include issue number if paying by Switch. Total 
I would like ~ ~ 

to pay by: *Switch □ Mastercard□ VISAU Access U 

Card No_ 


Expiry Date _ 
Signed_ 


Start Date_ 


Please make cheques 
payable to; Devron Limited. 















































































































































































REGULARS 


Newsline 


Apple’s Power PCs are going 
to be delayed and Compaq 
drop Intel chips. Two stories from 
our news pages bursting with the 
latest information 


Quickies 

MJN PCs, Matisse Light and 
Cyrix upgrade processors, all 


27 


examined in our short review section 
by the PC HOME team 

CD Now 


57 


Sandra Vogel and Mike 
Browne sift through the latest 
non-game silver discs. Here they look 
at Don’t Play Track One, Dangerous 
Creatures and more 


Shareware 

Three of the latest shareware 
releases pondered over by 


139 


Jim Hoggarth: Media Center, WinZip 
5.5 and F-18, No Fly Zone 

Home truths 


150 


Stevie Kennedy crawls 
beaten and battered from 


the carnage of the Great Demo War. 
Read Home Truths and find out 
what we’re going on about 

Write home 

Some of the contents of our 
mailbag. The usual poison 


156 


pens and pats on the back from you 
to us, chaired by the judicious 
Stevie Kennedy 

From behind 

More high jinx and feeble 
humour from the cutting 


162 


edge wit of the PC HOME team. Well, 
that’s what it’s supposed to be 


HOME HELP 

Programming 


144 


Mark Ballard goes a little 
mad as he demonstrates the 
principles of looping in the sixth 
instalment of his beginners’ guide 

The high Cs 

Filing systems are on the 
cards this month, as Wayne 


COVER FEATURES 
Home and dry 


Don't let them get you down! Darren Big Guy Allan 
provides the definitive playing guide to getting out of 
Doom II in one piece - plus video clips on the Mega CD-Rom 


90 


147 


Russell demonstrates how to transport 
records to your computer using 
simple C code 

Workshop 

Having trouble with your PC? 
Finding the operating systems 


152 


a little hard to get your head round? 
Here are some more problems solved 
by the PC HOME team 



COMPETITIONS j|,0 a|.| of animation 



36 


Moving pictures 
can be easily 


produced using your 
PC with the right 
software. Bill Croan 
looks at some of the 
potential packages 
and shows you how 



Win a fabulous Gravis 
Personal Piano system and 
other goodies worth hundreds of 
pounds in our exclusive giveaway. 
Simple questions, succulent prizes - 
how can you miss it? 


Learning adventure 

This is your opportunity to 
get your hands on some of 


136 


the latest edutainment releases from 
Knowledge Adventure including 
Bugs and 3D Dinosaurs 
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CONTENTS 



EDUCATION 

Testing times 

■ Wilf Rees looks at how 

technology, specifically PCs, 
are diffusing into our schools, and asks 
what this means to the people involved 
on a day-to-day level 

The appliance of 
science 

■ Science is no longer dissecting 
small mammals and 
electrocuting your friends, and much 
learning can now be passed on from 
PC software. Wilf Rees investigates 



SUBSCRIPTIONS 

HAVE the best home PC 
magazine in Britain delivered 
to your door, save money, 
and get your hands on some 
superb goodies at the same 
time. Go on, turn to Page 158 
- you owe it to yourself! 




FEATURES 

Home future 

■ Backing up is hard to do - but 
not with this easy to use tape 
system. Duncan Evans throws his data 
around with abandon 


Looking at lasers 

■ Everything you wanted to 
know about CD-Rom but 
couldn’t find anyone to ask. Wilf Rees 
steps in to clear the air a little 


Mouse party 

Pied Piper Wayne Williams 
gathers together a group of 
the latest rodent pointing devices and 
assesses their merits and weaknesses 

Interactive City 

■ Pete Hawley witnesses the 
coming together of the 
computer industry with the music biz 
at Manchester’s In the City festival 

Long-term view 

■ A last look 
at the PC 
HOME long-term 
review machines, 
involving many 
tears and much 
waving of 
handkerchiefs 

Tinkle the ivories 

■ Maestro Stevie Kennedy gets 
the whole office on its feet 
{and out the front door - Ed) with the 
dulcet tones of the Gravis Personal 
Piano System 


MEGA 



Disk contents 

On our Megadisk this month we 
have a superb demo version of 
Animation Station, with nearly all the 
features from the full package 
implemented except for the load and 
save utilities. 

Using this you can create stunning 
cartoons using 256 colours and sound 
effects. There are all the usual tools 
found in most good quality paint 
and animation packages and the 
program runs from Dos 

Disk tutorial 

■ This month's guide through the MegaDisk and Mega 
CD-Rom brought to you by the PC HOME team. All 
you need to know from installing the software to getting the ^ 
most out of it t" 


Mega CD-Rom contents 

■ All the software from our packed MegaDisk 
plus demos from Knowledge Adventure, 
Animation Workshop and Monty Python. Game demos 
include Virgin's excellent Nascar Racing, Castles 2 and 
Rise of the Robots 


Animation 
Station 


GAMES 



The price is right 

Unless otherwise stated all the prices quoted in PC HOMEs editorial pages 
are inclusive of VAT and are correct at the time of going to Press. 


Under development.80 

ECTS Show Report...95 

Doom clones............100 


Tom Landry Football...115 

Inferno. 116 

Star Crusader ..121 

Return to Ringworld ........125 

The Crystal Maze......130 

Space Simulator.....134 
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... 32-bit Acorn home computers ... Commodore Amiga... Apple Macintosh ... IBM PC/compatibles ... 


The to <Mt<u to Series 

^ Acorn User 



TEN OUT OF 
EDUCATIONAL 
SYSTEMS 


VOTED BEST EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE OF 1994 - 



Everyone can learn something from these 15 acclaimed suites of software: 
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Soft war* I 


Software 



The INNOVATIVE tOouto^ tO Series 


Great fun as you play and learn 



Fast action learning from games 


These AWARD WINNING suites of programmes are a revolutionary step 
forward in educational software. They ALL use a unique system of 
automatically recording progress as you play and learn. This is just one of the 
many features which sets the tO <ua 9^ to Series in a ciass of its own ... 

Each package contains SIX expertly designed educational games covering 
TEN essential areas of learning. Packages are available for all ages. 

As you learn from the games your progress Is automatically recorded in 
36 specific challenges - the National Curriculum Attainment Targets of 
these areas are optionally displayed on screen where relevant. All the 
programs are designed in Britain to be fun for everyone and the 
assessment system can monitor the progress of up to 4000 people with no 
input from parent or teacher needed. Watch them, join In the fun or leave 
them and return later to check their progress. You’re in control! 



Progress is automatically recorded 


BUY tO(Mto^ to FROM: 


You can buy SPECiAL OFFER TWIN PACKS from most good computer software 
stockists. Alternatively order by CREDIT CARD, CHEQUE or EDUCATION AUTHORITY 
ORDER from: fO Educational Systems, 1 Percy Street, Sheffield S3 8AU 

Telephone: 01142 780370 / 769950 Fax: 01142 781091 

Each title is ONLY £25.95 - and EVERY ONE \s supplied with a FREE DRIVING TEST 
package until Oct 31st 1994. The JO W Series is available for IBM/PC and 
compatibles - INCLUDING CD ROM, Acorn 32-bit computers (Archimedes), Apple 
Macintosh and Commodore Amiga. 

The to Series is rapidly growing and ali the titles below, and more, will be available very soon. Contact your 

dealer for regular updates. AVAIIABIUTY: 

A - Acorn 32-bit computers (Archimedes) C - Commodore Amiga M - Appie Macintosh 
P - IBM/PC and compatibies D-CD ROM for IBM/PC and compatibies 


Eariy Essentiais . A C P D 

Essential Maths . A C 

Junior Essentials . A C P 

Maths (Number) . A C P DM 

Maths (Algebra) . A C P 

Maths (Geometry) . A 

Maths (Statistics) . A 


Driving Test.. 


C P 

..A C P D M 


English.. 

Structured Spelling . 

Spelling & Punctuation 

French . 

German ... 

Essential Science . A 

Dinosaurs . A 





If you don’t already stock the fO Series, 

ring 01142 780370 / 769950 NOW 


to out o^ to 

Driving Test 


A superb package that all the 
family can enjoy. 

Learn, revise or test your 
knowledge of signposts & 
many other essential facts of 
driving. And, if you think that 
you’re up to it, you can even 
try to pass the tOouto^ to 
Driving Test! 

Driving Test is FREE when 
you buy ANY to out o^ to 
title - by mail or from any 
shop! If your dealer doesn’t 
stock to out ot to show 
them this advert - they will 
get your packs! 


FREE 


DRIVING TEST 

with EVERY 

tOouto^ to title 

for a limited period only! 









/O out o^ W is available worldwide... Great Deals for Overseas Agents ... Fax NOW! 


















































































































MEGADISK CONTENTS 


MEGA 




The best in software for your home PC 


MegaDisk ...8 

ON this month’s high density disk, we’ve packed a complete working demo of 
Scops Software’s Animation Station, a powerful but home-priced animation 
package. 

Our demo enables you to create and play your own animations, and there are 
drawing tools enough to create almost any 2-D cartoon. Advanced tools like per¬ 
spective and fit to sphere provide special effects, and when you’ve created a mas¬ 
terpiece it is easy to edit everything together or even add some sampled sound at 
just the right spot. 

A tutorial is included to get you off the ground, and by taking advantage of the 
offer in this issue you can get your hands on the full package at a much reduced 
price. 

Mega CD-Rom.10 

TAKE a spin at 200mph around a tough US oval track in our EXCLUSIVE demo 
of the follow-up to smash hit IndyCar racing game. NASCAR Racing is a smooth, 
fast moving game of skill and co-ordination which demands the highest levels of 
concentration. Can you make those tyres last, avoid hitting the barriers at 
ISOmph and set a new lap record? Boot that CD and find out. 

Other software on the disc includes a rolling demo of the new Monty Python 
game - a collection of madness and silliness which we guarantee will have all 
Python fans in stitches. We also have demos of Magic Theatre, a new children’s 
story book creator, Castles 2 and Rise of the Robots. 

Education demos include Creative Writing for the aspiring novelists out there, 
a sampler of the superb Knowledge Adventure multimedia range. Spell Write and 
the Syracuse Language System. You lucky, lucky lot. 

Doombusters! 

IN A first for UK magazines, we proudly present a PC HOME video player’s 
guide to Doom II. The three-page guide in this month’s Games Arena is detailed 
and accurate, but for the real flavour of this great challenge we bring you the 
sights and sounds of a Doom II game in action, complete with multimedia video 
clips. Who needs a demo? 



A guide to symbols used in the magazine 

READING through the magazine you will occa¬ 
sionally come across some small CD-Symbols with 
letters on. These have been designed to inform 
you that there is something on the CD-Rom which 
relates to that article. Here’s what they mean: 

Files relating to 

^ - -, @ the article can ^ ^ ® 

^ be found on ^ nV , ^ 

_ this month's J 

^ Mega CD-Rom 

A product 
demo, either 
interactive or 
self running, is 
on the disc 

•'w 

^ A review 

^ including full 
motion video 
footage is on 
the CD-Rom 


WHAT IF I NEED HELP? 



TURN to page 10 for our complete help 
service to using the PC HOME MegaDisks. 

If you are new to the magazine you will find 
an extremely basic guide to getting the 
MegaDisk programs to work. 

Should you have any problems with the 
software please contact the official MegaDisk 


helpline, details of which are also on page 10. 

You'll also find more detailed help on setting 
up your system to ensure you have enough 
resources to make the Mega CD-Rom run. 

For the CD edition of the magazine, there 
are instructions on how to get the disc up 
and running - see page 12. 


plh3e 


AftimalSon 

Station 
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MEGADISK 







The PC HOME team explain how to get up 

and running with this month’s MegaDisk selection 


Animation Station 



UP AND RUNNiNG 

INSERT the MegaDisk into your floppy drive and type PC HOME C where C is 
the drive letter of your hard drive. Move the highlight bar using the cursor keys 
to the option for Animation Station and press Return. 

All the files will be installed to a directory which is created on your hard drive. 


REQUIREMENTS: 2Mb ram, any 
PC 

DIRECTORY INSTALLED TO: 
C:\ASDEMO 

TO RUN: From the ASDEMO 
directory, type AS and hit Return 

ANIMATION Station is a powerful 
program capable of producing com¬ 
plete cartoons or animations with 
sound and up to 256 colours. 

Running as it does in Dos, it can 
play back at full speed and has a wide 


variety of tools to help the artist create 
effects and finished drawings. 

Once installed and run, the pro¬ 
gram opens with a couple of title 
screens which you can dismiss with a 
keystroke, then opens a blank frame 
and a series of menu and information 
bars. 

To the left is the main toolbox, dis¬ 
playing several of the program’s tools, 
while to the right can be found a 
palette box. 

Clicking on a colour square in this 


box sets that as the current pen 
colour. 

Below the two boxes, an informa¬ 
tion bar shows the name of the tool 
your pointer is over, and the X/Y co¬ 
ordinates to aid in accurate drawing. 
If all these boxes seem to clutter the 
screen a little, you can turn them off 
one by one or altogether by selecting 
the appropriate option on the 
Toolbars menu. 

Menus in this program are easy to 
use because they pop down whenever 
your pointer is shoved to the top of the 
screen. Do this now and we’ll take a look 
through the various options on offer. 

The first menu is Files, which 
enables you to start a new anim from 
scratch or load an existing project. 
We’ll load one of the pre-drawn anims 
for now, so select Open Work and 


choose the BigDog file. Click on OK 
until an amusing little cartoon loads 
up. 

Before we go on to the rest of the 
menus, click the right mouse button 
anywhere in the main drawing win¬ 
dow and the display will switch to one 
of the animation editing screen. Here 
the anim is shown in quarter screen 
size and a range of buttons can be 
used to copy, cut or insert frames or 
entire segments. 

In addition, sound can be added, 
but we’re not concerned about this for 
the purposes of our tutorial. Just hit 
the play button in the lower middle of 
the screen and watch our pooch do his 
thing. 

Clicking the right mouse button 
again returns us to the main screen, so 
get those menus up again and we’ll 
look at the Options menu. This con¬ 
tains options for undo, load font, grid 
on/off and clear screen, all of which 
work as they do in other programs of 
this kind. 

The next menu. Palette, has only 
one option we need to bother with for 
now. Choose Palette Menu and take a 
look at the requester which appears. 
Here we can create a full 256 colour 
palette by spreading colours across a 
range or altering their RGB compo¬ 
nent values using the sliders. 

Probably the easiest way to create a 
colour palette is to use red, green, 
blue, yellow, black and white and a 
variety of spreads. Copying red to the 
left of the palette requester and blue to 
the right means we can spread 
between the two and create a red-blue 
spectrum. Do this for yellow-green, 
black-white and so on to create dozens 
of shades and colours very easily. 

Clicking on the right button takes 
us back once more to the main screen 
where we’ll examine the Toolbars 
menu. Here we can customise the way 
our drawing screen appears. If, for 
example, you’d rather not have the 
information bar at the bottom of the 
screen, click on the Message Bar 
option to toggle it off. 

Clearing the screen of clutter is 
quickly achieved by clicking on None, 


Shadow 

image 

Osmosis 



Undo 
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MEGADISK TUTORIALS 





Use the palette menu to create your own range of up to 
256 colours. The copy and spread buttons are very 
useful for creating spreads from one colour to another 


From the animation 
screen, you can both 
preview animations and 
edit them. Frames can 
be cut and pasted, and 
sound added in the 
form of samples which 
you are able to play at 
certain times 



r !" ' 



- It -; 

^ - 

^.. -r— -r—, 

> !► 


and all panels can be turned back on 
again using the All option. This is very 
handy when you’re trying to work on 
the edges of a drawing, so keep it in 
mind. 

The last menu is the Animation 
menu, most of the options on which 
are disabled in this demo. Two impor¬ 
tant functions are not, however. 

First is the Auto S. Image option, 
which by default is toggled to ON. 
This option ensures that when you 
quit out of Animation Station the 
work you have just done is automati¬ 
cally saved. You might not be able to 
save a new anim directly, but if you 
alter or edit the existing demo anims, 
you can rest assured that your work 
will not have been in vain. 

The second option is Browse, which 
will open a thumbnail screen showing 
all the animations in the current direc¬ 
tory. On the left hand side is a panel 
with a quartet of buttons which you 
can select then double click on a 
thumbnail to carry out the action. 

Playing any anim from the directory 
is a simple matter of clicking the Play 
button, then double clicking the anim 
thumbnail. Use of the right mouse 
button returns us to the Browse 
screen. 

Once back here, another right but¬ 
ton click takes us back to the main 
screen, where we can complete our 
lightning tour of the program’s 
options by right clicking on any of the 
tools shown on the left hand side of 
the screen. When you right click here, 
a toolbar panel pops up showing all 
available tools and offering users the 


chance to customise their own panels. 

The only tool which has been de¬ 
activated for this demo is the Osmosis 
tool, so any of the 33 others can be 
selected. To make up a customised 
tool bar, right click on the tool bar, 
choose the User 1 button to bring up 
the blank user toolbox, then right click 
once more to go back to the main 
screen. 

Now select the tool position you 
want to change with the left button, 
click the right button again, and 
choose the tool of your choice from 
the panel. Repeat this operation until 
you have built a toolbox of the tools 
you would normally use most. 

This sort of user-configurability is 
important in a drawing package as 
each artist will use different tools to 
different degrees depending on the 
techniques they employ most often. 
With Animation Station, you can 
tailor the program to suit your own 
needs. 

That’s about all we have time for in 
the available space, but now that you 
have a good idea what options and 
features the program offers you 
should be able to experiment for your¬ 
self. Don’t forget that the animation 
screen is best used for all previews, 
though the cursor keys will skip 
through frames one at a time, and 
remember that the most important 
ingredient in any art package is the 
user. 

If, like some of us, you have all the 
artistic abilities of an aardvark, no 
amount of techno-whizz will make up 
for it. Ah well, one can dream, eh? 


Word Search 


UP AND RUNNING 

INSERT the MegaDisk into your floppy drive and type PCHOME C where C 
is the letter of your hard drive. Select the Word Search option and follow the 
on-screen instructions. 

The files will then be copied to your hard drive in the WORDS directory, 
this can then be deleted once you have run Setup from Windows. 


REQUIREMENTS: Any PC with 
Windows 3.1 or later 
DIRECTORY INSTALLED TO: 
C:\WORDS and C:\WWS 
TO RUN: In Windows run 
C:\WORDS\SETUP.EXE 

FOR all you budding word game bods 
out there we bring you yet another 
great mind bending product. 

As its name suggests it is a comput¬ 
er version of the famous word search 
paper-based puzzle where you have to 
find the given words in the letter 
table. 

Find all the words and the game is 
complete. You will have hours of fun 
as this version has 75 puzzles for your 
enjoyment. 

These can be played on the screen 
or printed out for activities such as 
parties, families or friends. Each puz¬ 
zle has its own name and falls under 


one of several categories. Playing is 
easy and fun. Simply double click on 
the puzzle of your choice from the list 
box on the right of the screen and it 
appears along with a list of the words 
that can be found. 

Once a word is spotted, click on the 
first letter and hold the mouse button 
down. As you drag the mouse a line 
appears showing your movement. 
Drag the mouse to the end letter of the 
word you wish to select and release the 
button. 

Behold, the word is highlighted, 
one of several congratulatory sounds 
will be heard and the word in the list 
will be marked as found. There are 
also various options which include, 
sound on-off, timer and much more. 

This demo will install directly in to 
your GAMES group in Windows so if 
you can’t find it after installation have 
a look in there. 



Select your 
puzzle from 
the 75 on 
offer 
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MEGADISKS HELP 


MEGAS 



ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS 


THE MegaDisks included with 
PC HOME are high density. This 
means that they can (each) hold 
1.4Mb of data - that's 1,457,664 
bytes, or characters, of information. 

As we are now also using the latest 
compression software it is possible 
to cram more than 3 Mb of informa¬ 
tion onto one disk, so you are really 
getting value for money. 

To start using the MegaDisk, turn 
on your computer. 

When it has finished doing its 
business you may either be at a flash¬ 
ing cursor - the Dos prompt - or in 
Windows, depending on how your 
system is set up. 

If you are in the latter, you will 
need to exit because you cannot gen¬ 
erally use the disk within the envi¬ 
ronment unless the instructions teU 
you otherwise. 

The Dos prompt tells you which 
drive you are on. When you first 
turn on your computer you will find 
this may read C:\ > indicating you 
are on drive C, your hard drive. 

To use the MegaDisk, you will 
need to insert it into your floppy 
drive A or B. Once you have done 
this, type A: or B:, depending on the 
drive you have selected. 

Once you have done this you may 
safely install the software on the 
MegaDisks. 


ftA>dir 


Uolume in drive ft is PCH0I1E 
Uolume Serial Number is lDCB-38lft 
Directory of ftA 


AHKISTflT EXE 

958,973 23/09/94 

4:31 

SEARCH 

EXE 

368,695 23/09/94 

4:06 

DATA 


<DIR> 21/08/94 

22:22 

PCHOHE 

BAT 

1,278 23/09/94 

4:41 


4 file(s) 1,328,946 bytes 

125,440 bytes free 


A:\> 



INSTALLING THE SOFTWARE 


WITH all the PC HOME software, there is an easy-to-use menu or 
instructions to install the programs to your hard drive simply and 
effectively. Just follow this guide: 


O Log on to the drive con¬ 
taining the MegaDisk 
by typing A: or B: depending 
on the drive the disk is in. 


© Now type PCHOME C 
where C is the letter of 
your hard drive. 

© You will now be pre¬ 
sented with the Mega¬ 
Disk menu 



O With the menu, select the 
number of the software 
and follow any onscreen instruc¬ 
tions. 


O To quit the menu at any 
time press 0. You can 
then move to the drive on which 
you have installed the programs. 


What you need to run our CD programs 


CONFUSED by the multitude of dif¬ 
ferent system requirements? Do you 
know the difference between expand¬ 
ed memory (EMS) and extended 
memory (XMS)? 

Here follows some help on how to 
configure your system to run the 
software supplied. 

In the root directory of drive C 
you should have two system files 
autoexec.bat and config.sys. To 
change these files use the Dos com¬ 
mand Edit. 

For example to alter the contents 
of the config file enter EDIT CON¬ 
FIG.SYS. Generally in this file you 
should have the line: 

device = c:\dos\hiinem.sys 
This instructs the computer to turn 


all your computer’s memory to 
extended memory. 

Some programs require expanded 
memory to run. This is obtainable by 
adding the following lines in the 
exact order: 

device = c:\dos\hiinem.sys 

device = c:\dos\einiii386.exe 1024 ram fraine=e000 

dos = high, uinb 

The number 1,024 may be 
changed to a higher value, depending 
on how much memory your comput¬ 
er has. 

For example, if you have 4Mb of 
ram you may change this to 3,800. 

The more you have available the 
better the program will run. When 
you run the Dos menu system, it will 


tell you how your system is config¬ 
ured. It's a good idea to make a note 
of this information. 

Some demos require that you do 
not have an expanded memory man¬ 
ager such as emm386, therefore you 
should remove this line altogether 
otherwise you may encounter prob¬ 
lems while loading. 



HD Disk 

SINCE we started to use the HD disk 
format, we have held to a policy of 
swapping HD disks on your magazine 
for a double density disk. 

These days, there are very few peo¬ 
ple out there with DD disks, and as a 
result the demand for the disk swap 
service has tailed off to virtually noth¬ 
ing. We now recieve only one enquiry 
per month, and the service has been 
withdrawn. 

Sorry if you are left out by this 
move, but technology marches on! 

Faulty disk 

THE coverdisks are thoroughly tested 
at every stage of production, but 
inevitably when such a large batch is 
duplicated, one or two bad ones will 
slip through. You can generally tell if 
a disk is faulty if you encounter one of 
the following errors in whole or part. 

Error reading drive 
Data error 
Sector not found 
Read error 

However, if you damage the disk 
yourself, include a cheque or postal 
order for £1.50 to: 

PC Wise, 

Daulais Top Business Park, 

Daulais, Merthyr Tydfil, 

Mid Glamorgan CF48 2YY 

Disclaimer 

The PC HOME disks are checked 
thoroughly at every stage of produc¬ 
tion for suitability, compatibility and 
functionality. 

Each program supplied to you is 
checked vigorously with at least four 
independent virus checking programs 
such as Norton Anti Virus. 

The disks, once compiled are dupli¬ 
cated under strict quality control and 
batch tested to ensure standards are 
maintained. 

Europress Publications will accept 
no responsibility for any damage or 
loss caused by their use or mis-use. 


MEGADISK 

HELPLINE 

0625 858084 
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the digital 
IgjpptiMof the future in 
this modern tank 
simulation from 
NovaLogic™ (the creators i 
of Comanche™, WolfPack^ 
and Ultrabots™). J 


Strap on your helmet 
for the ride of your life! 


Available for PC 3.5’ 
and PC CD-ROM 


Armored Fist, Comanche, WolfPack, Ultrabots, 
Voxel Space, NovaLogic, and the NovaLogic Logo 
are trademarks of NovaLogic, Inc. 


U.S. G<^Ltd, Units 2/3 HoHord Way, Birmingham 86 7AX. Tel; 0121 625 3366. 
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Another disc packed full of the best in 
games, education and general interest 
programs. Here’s the lowdown... 


No.13 


UP AND RUNNING 


THE programs on the CD-Rom have been 
categorised into two sections: Windows and 
Dos. Each set of programs has its own menu 
system. Getting it to run couldn’t be easier. 

Dos programs 

TO run the Dos menu move to your CD-Rom 
drive by typing its letter followed by a colon - 
for example D: and then press Return. Now 
you can type PCHOME, press Return, and the 
menu will load. 

The interface will briefly examine your 
system and produce a report of its 
configuration. It will inform you of any EMS 
memory, a mouse installed, a SoundBlaster 
compatible card and how much free hard disk 
space you have. 

At this point it is useful to make a note of 
the above information as some of the 
programs have different systems 
requirements. 

If you are running the program for the first 
time you will find that it will create a directory 
called PCHOME on your hard drive C. 

This is used by the menu program to hold 
remove information for some of the packages. 

Press Return once you have read the 
information and a small window will appear. 

Read this, press Return or click on the 
continue bar and another will appear. Press 
Return or click again and you will see the 
main menu. 

Towards the top left of the screen is a 
window that displays a list of the Dos 
software available. Use the up and down 
arrow keys or click on the corresponding 
button (in the top right hand corner) with the 
mouse to move through the software. 

At the bottom of the screen you will see the 
descriptions box which contains information 
about the currently highlighted program. 
Again, read this before selecting the program. 

To exit from the menu without selecting any 
programs press Escape or click on Quit, and 
then answer yes to confirm. 

If you wish to select and install one of the 


programs in the menu, you must highlight the 
required item, as previously described. Then 
press Return or click Select and the menu will 
return you to Dos in the directory in which the 
selected item is stored on the CD. 

You will then be instructed on what to do 
next and you will also be supplied with any 
necessary information regarding memory or 
installation requirements. 

Windows programs 

THE Windows programs along with the Dos 
programs can now be accessed from Mag-a- 
Disc, this is neccessary as we have removed 
the troublesome Windows Menu. 

To install Mag-a-Disc select File from the 
program manager and then click on Run. You 
will now be asked for the path. Enter the path 
D:\CDSETUP where D is the letter of your CD 
drive. 

This will check all of the files required for 
Mag-a-Disc, set up a new program group and 
install the icon in to Windows. 

Here you are also given instructions on 
loading or upgrading Video for Windows. 

Read these carefully as this package is 
required to access items such as the video 
clips. 

Once ail the necessary items have been 
installed you will be returned to Windows. 
Click on the icon and you'll be placed into 
Mag-a-Disc. 

Here you can click on any of the green text 
to take you to that section. The software on 
the CD is found by clicking on the Software 
item in the menu bar at the left side of the 
screen. You will then see the all new software 
menu. Again, click on any of the green text to 
run the program required. 

In Mag-a-Disc you also get the option to see 
Reviews and Features from the magazine. 
These include screen shots, video clips and 
sounds from the products featured. 

Just remember, all you have to do is click 
on any green text that looks interesting to be 
taken to that section. 


NASCAR 

GENTLEMEN, start your engines. 
IndyCar fanatics need wait no longer, 
because Nascar is here, threatening to 
be one of the hottest games of the 
year - just see for yourself with our 
earth shatteringly brilliant playable 
demo. 

Take your car out on a 200 mph 
plus run on the Talladega Speedway, 
and try not to wear the tread on your 
tyres thin after just the one lap. 

Controls are simple. Using the 
arrow keys, forward accelerates, left 
and right turns, with the back arrow 
for reverse, assuming that you are at a 
standstill. 

FIO changes the view, from in the 



In the theatre with Monty Python 


GAMES 

Monty Python Demo 

HERE is a little taste of the forthcom¬ 
ing, long awaited package from the 
Monty Python team. It must be seen 
and the demo is slightly different each 
time you run it. If you are a raving 
Python fan this demo will leave you 
hungry for the full package. So save 
your pennies for this stunning inter¬ 
active multimedia comedy show. 

Castles II 

EACH of the castles in the Design 
Book provides special benefits during 
gameplay. You can build more than 
one of each. During any of the full¬ 
screen movies in the game or the 
introduction, click the left mouse but- 


Remember the 
Mega CP-Rom 
also contains 
all the programs 
from the MegaDisk 
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Racing demo 


car to behind it, with a third view 
from further behind. 

You have enough fuel for two laps 
at top speed - after each lap the com¬ 
puter will tell you what your average 
speed was, so you have some idea of 
how well you’re doing. 

Replays of your performances can 
be viewed at any time, by pressing the 
Esc, which temporarily exits the race. 
Select Resume race to restart from 
where you left off, after admiring your 
driving skill - or lack of it. 

This is a taster of the final version - 
just imagine tangling with 20-odd 
other cars, bumper to bumper doing 
200mph round a steep bank. 



Select an option and off you go 



Life inside the castle walls 


ton to exit the sequence. During any 
of the black-and-white movies seen in 
the game, click the OK button or 
press the Enter key to exit. 

At any time, you can press the left- 
hand Shift key-i-Q together in order to 
exit the game. This quick exit, howev¬ 
er, will not prompt you to save any 
games in progress. When you see a 
button with a letter on it, you can just 
press that letter on the keyboard 
instead of clicking on the button. 

Rise of the Robots 

PLAYABLE pre-production demo fea¬ 
turing Cyborg v Military Droid. You 
are now in possession of a small piece 
of the beat-’em-up set to redefine the 
genre, featuring some of the most 
stunning graphics ever seen on a PC. 

The fully rendered, fully control¬ 
lable characters fight in a 3-D envi¬ 
ronment designed by a professional 
interior designer. Each character is 
equipped with a complex artificial 
intelligence which will give your 
opponent the ability to learn and 
adapt to your fighting style in a way 
never before seen in a beat-’em-up. 
Requires: 486 PC with SVGA card 
and 4 Mb of memory. 



Another cyborg robot 


EDUCATION 
Magic Theatre 

AN educational package with a differ¬ 
ence. It lets you and your children cre¬ 
ate multimedia shows and animated 
pictures. It will prove to be lots of fun 
for the whole family. 

If you like it take advantage of the 
upgrade offer and get the full version 
for £44.95 inc VAT and get a free 
microphone to record your own plays. 

This offer is available through 
Guildsoft (0752 895100) or any good 
software supplier. If you want to find 
out exactly what we think of it we will 
be including a review in the next issue. 



One of the sample screens 
from the start of Magic Theatre 



William Shakespeare who 
claimed the world is a stage 


Mag-a-disc 

AS Mag-a-Disc continues its re-vamp you can prepare to be impressed by the 
new look and ease of use along with the new flash symbols and sounds. So 
fire it up and click away. 



New look main menu!! 


Mega CD-Rom technichal helpline: 0625 858084 2pm to 5pm 
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Bozzbail: After completing a section it is time to play 



Syracuse Language System: Select the learning category for this lesson 


Bozzbail 

AIMED at three to eight-year-olds and 
aids in teaching basic knowledge such 
as the alphabet, adding, spelling, 
counting, colours and shapes. It is a 
very easy-to-use program with a com¬ 
prehensive set of instructions just in 
case you get stuck. 

It is packed full of bright and enter¬ 
taining graphics and offers playtime 
games on completion of a section. Is 
learning really this much fun? 

GENERAL 

Postit 

CREATE post-it style labels to hang 
around in Windows and remind you 
of anything of your choice. The 
reminders can take several forms and 
they can be set to stay on top of any 
other application you are using. 

This means they are great to make 
notes that need to be permanently vis¬ 
ible. Yet another great utility from 
Moose Productions and once you 
have used it you will wonder what you 
did without it. 

Creative Writing 

THIS package provides you with all 
you need to know about becoming a 
freelance writer, from the basic essen¬ 
tials to hints and tips on how to get 
your articles noticed by editors and 
hopefully to see them in print. 

There is a lot of information avail¬ 
able so read it through and then keep 
going back for those all important 
tips. 


Imageview 

CREATE your own Windows slide 
shows with pictures that you already 
have hanging around. It will support 
most of the common file formats so 
play around and see what you can do. 

This package is easy to use and is 
extremely powerful for its size. You 
can create simple slide shows in min¬ 
utes with the greatest of ease. 

Syracuse Language 
System 

THIS sample concentrates on Spanish 
so have a look and see just how good it 
really is. The demo shows you yet 
another educational use for the ever 
popular multimedia PC. 



KA Sampler: The dino demo 
really packs a punch 



The everlasting Fred Flintstone 
created in Animation Workshop 


Animation 

Workshop 

TAKE a look at this non-interactive 
demo of some of the results that can be 
produced using this animation pack¬ 
age from Hanna Barbera. When you 
have had enough simply hit the Esc to 
return to Dos. If you like what you see 
the full package is available from 
Empire Software on 081-343 9143. 

K A Sampler 

A Knowledge Adventure full product 
line demo featuring 3D-Dinosaur 
Adventure and 3D-Body Adventure as 
well as Undersea Adventure, Kid’s 
Zoo, Science 2 Adventure, IMAX 
Speed, Space Adventure, Zurk’s 
Learning Safari and Bug Adventure. 

Running all the demos takes 
approximately 35 minutes. At any 
time you may press Esc to bring up a 
menu allowing you to jump to any of 
the other products. Caution: If you 
install this demo for the PC Speaker 
you MUST run the demo from Dos. It 
will not operate from within Windows 
or a Windows Dos box. GQ3 


INTRODUCTION AND QUICK GUIDE 



Creative Writing's tutorial contains a wealth of useful information 
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CD-ROM & IBM PC 

386 or higher 

25 MHz or above (33 MHz recommended) 
VGA videocard 
DOS 5.0 or higher 


CD Drive - single speed 
(double speed recommended) 
SoundBlaster™ and 100% compatibles 
Mouse or Keyboard interface 
Hard-drive space required, 35Mb 




U ominus is a new genre of strategic war 
game. A real time simulation that blen(ds the 
best elements of fantasy role playing and 
han(j to hand combat, Dominus allows you 
to stand back and run the war from above, 
or grab a weapon and join the W^);. 
fray. So you can fight the way you 
want. And with four 
difficulty levels, Dominus is fun 
for first-time players and war 
game veterans alike. Defend your 
domain from invading clans by IlilillMlI'' lUl 
deploying monsters, casting spells, 
setting traps, capturing your enemies and 
^ interrogating 

I dungeon. Then 

1 combine your 

• .jly h e I p I e ss 

7 ' " I .fvvTivr / , i . 

prisoners ^ 

^ _ 7__!:._^fewy with your 

hideous monsters to create your | j 

powerful hybrids. \ j ! 

^ ^ Each of your 
Isifck decisions 


more 


own 


causes different 
strategies and 
reactions in your 
enemies, so every 
game is unique. Grab 
your sword and 
leap into Dominus. 




MINUS 


It's a whole new breed 
of gameplay! 


Screenshots are only intended to be ilUisl 
graphics which may vary con s^jefa^t] 
appeaianfiftmOM 


Dominus O 1994. Visual Concepts. All rij; 
G U.S. Gold Ltd. AH rights reserved, f’ublished by' 
Units 2/3 Holford Way. HotfOrd.'BIrmingham B6 7M.UM 
U.R GtoW is a registered trademafTof 
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Remember the 
story of the ^0 
Tortoise and the 
Hare? It’s 3,000 
years later and 

they’re back. J 

-T 

Now it’s a fight 
for the galaxy 
and the love 
of a beautiful „ 


Jazz Jackrabbit 
brings all the 
speed and action 
of your favorite 
console games 
to your PC. 

Buy all six 
episodes for 

W' 

J 


SHAREWARE CompuServe, GO EPIC. For a free CompuServe sign-up kit, call 0800 289378 
TRY IT TODAY! ^36. in Germany call 0130 2732, USA/Canada call 800-524-3388. 

Not on CompuServe? Try your local BBS or one of the following. These systems have 
Epic shareware games available hassle-free on your very first call and you pay only for the cost of the call: 

The Shareware Support BBS Almac BBS Minerva Information Services Gates of the Underworld BBS 
0442 891109 0324 665371 081 4023350 081 8135618 

Internet users can find Epic shareware games in “/msdos/Games/Epic” on “ftp.uml.edu”. You’ll also find 
them in all the best shareware libraries. So, what are you waiting for? Go try Jazz Jackrabbit today! 


TO ORDER CALL EPIC MEGAGAMES 01767 260903 

VISA, MasterCard and cheques accepted. All prices include VAT & Postage. Non-EC countries piease add £2 
additionai postage. Each order includes a bonus shareware game. In the USA/Canada please call Epic 
MegaGames Inc. at 800-972-7434 to order or 301-983-9771 for inquiries. 

Epic MegaGames ■ 11 Baker Avenue, Potion, Beds. SGI 9 2PJ • Fax 01767 262043 ■ CompuServe: 72662,1726 








NEWS 




IBM have launched a new — 

European award scheme which 
is aimed at breaking down the 
barriers between technology 
and creativity. 

Named after the artist, 
mathematician and inventor 
Leonardo da Vinci, the IBM 
Leonardo Award takes place 
over five categories. 

Multimedia, Programming, 

Essay, Creative Freestyle and 
Slogan, and is open to anyone 
with an interest in computers. 

The five best submissions in 
the five categories will be 
judged by a celebrity panel of 

experts and personalities from L___^_ 

the computing, academic, IBM’s new award scheme is named 

media and creative fields, with after inventor/artist Leonardo da Vinci 
the winners of each group 
taking home an IBM Thinkpad. 

An overall winner will then also be selected and will join other 
European Grand Winners on a trip to IBM Laboratories in Boca 
Raton, Florida. 

The closing date for entries is January 2 next year and further 
information on the scheme and exactly what each category entails is 
available from The Rowland Company on 071-436 4060. 


PowerPC delayed 

IBM’s much hyped PowerPC looks unlikely to hit the streets in any 
great volume until sometime next year. Taking what is being 
described as a phased ro//ot/f approach the company intend to 
introduce the first few systems in the Spring of next year, gradually 
increasing the availability of the range. 

The PowerPC, which is based on the faster Rise architecture as 
opposed to the more commonplace Cisc type, is said to be IBM’s 
challenge to the dominance of Intel and software giants Microsoft 
and the direct result of a joint venture between Apple, IBM and 
Motorola. 

The delay in the production of the machine is believed to be 
directly related to the delay of the OS/2 operating system which 
IBM intend to use instead of the Aix (IBM’s Unix clone) system 
which is on current models. 


Intel outside 

I MF latest models in Compaq’s range of Presario PCs will run on Advanced 
Micro Devices (AMD) processors instead of the usual Intel brand chips. 

The move is aimed at lowering the price of the range of the machines and 
by using AMD486 chips, as opposed to Intel’s Pentium brand, Compaq say 
they will be able to keep the production costs down and this will in turn be 
passed on to tbe end user. 

The decision to opt for cost over leading edge technology has been made 
by Compaq’s president Eckhard Pfeiffer who is rumoured to be unhappy 
with Intel for refusing to offer Compaq a better deal in relation to the num¬ 
ber of chips the company buys. He is also reported to have said that he feels 
the Intel /ns/de campaign diminishes his company’s brand name by suggest¬ 
ing that any PC with an Intel chip is as good as any other. 

Despite this it seems unlikely that Compaq will move away from Intel 
entirely and rumours that Cyrix are currently in negotiation to become the 
company’s major supplier seem unfounded at the moment. 



No Intel Inside the latest range of Presario PCs 


Speedy CD 

GERMAN company Data Becker have produced a program called CD-Speed 
which they claim can enhance CD-Rom data access by up to 600 per cent. The 
system uses something called Quickimage software technology and according to 
the company works with all makes and speeds of CD-Rom drives. 

Supplied on a single disc, the program comes with a book explaining installa¬ 
tion, configuration, tips and technical background and is set to retail for £29.95. 
For further information phone Data Becker UK on 0420 22707. 
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The dauin of a neuj era in game-playing. And the birth of a completely 
nem programming language that mill reuolutionise the may people all 
ouer the morld use their PC for leisure. Be there - right at the start. 



A 

UK launch: October BO 


_ PRESS 

SOFTW ARE 


Europa House, Adlinston Park, Macclesfield SK10 4NP. 
Tel; 0625 859333. Fax: 0625 879962 






NEWS 


news 






fi 


ij 


SPEA have announced the imminent release of a new multimedia 
card which they say will combine full video and Mpeg reproduction 
with a Windows accelerator. 

The Showtime Plus card is based on the Tseng W32/P graphics 
processor, offering 2Mb of onboard DRAM and a flicker free 75MHz 
refresh rate at a resolution of 1,280x1,024. 

However, this is just the graphics card side of things. Full Mpeg 
and VideoCD reproduction will also be supported, at full resolution 
and with full regeneration rates. 

Further features include the acceleration of Video for Windows 
playback, and support for various other playback mediums, such as 
Quicktime. The card also apparently incorporates a live video entry, 
which means that it can be linked to a video camera or TV via 
composite video. 

Supplied with a full range of applications, including an on-screen 
control system for the board and a full range of drivers. Showtime 
Plus will shortly be available in both PCI and VL-Bus versions. A 
price hasn’t been fixed yet, but it is expected to retail at just under 
the £400 mark. Further information can be obtained on 071-939 4746. 



Subtract ion _ 

/ Multiplica tion 
>' Diviaion 


P ercon tagoa 


Estimation 








COVefilNO MAJOR AREAS OF 
NATIONAL CURRICULUM 
ATTAINMENT TARGET 2 

/ Addition 


Six more 
for 10/10 

EDUCATIONAL specialists 10 
out of 10 are to launch six new 
PC edutainment titles over the 
coming months. Four of the 
titles. Driving Test, Maths 
Number, Maths Statistics, and 
French will be available on 
CD-Rom while the other two, 
German and Essential Sciences 
will be on floppy. 

Information on the programs 
and existing 10 out of 10 
products can be obtained by 
calling 0742 780370. 



Hoppy 

Matrix 


Happy talking 

CREATIVE Curriculum Software, incorporating Happy Software, 
have launched a new range of educational products aimed at the 
three to nine-year-old age group. 

The five titles In the Happy Matrix series are Happy Time, Happy 
Reading, Happy Numbers, Happy Life and Happy Sea and have 
been designed, according to Creative Curriculum anyway, to 
develop skills of logical and analytical thinking. 

The price of each package has been set at £29.74. Creative 
Curriculum can be reached on 0422 340524. 



Singalonga PC 


ANY remaining Karaoke fans out there will be pleased to hear 
that Zye Technology have secured the sole UK rights to 
Canadian company Tune lOOO’s range of PC Karaoke software 
and midi file albums. 

The Soft Karaoke program displays the lyrics on screen 
while playing the melody through the PC’s soundcard. Pitch 
and tempo can be altered accordingly as can the choice of 
instrument. 

Over 80 different 10 track albums are available for the sys¬ 
tem including songs made famous by the likes of Whitney 
Houston, Madonna, Bryan Adams and Elton john. 

Each song disk will retail for £22 and the Soft Karaoke system 
itself will set you back £59. 

Further information from Zye on 0293 538666. 
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^^Established for over 14 years 





SOUND CARDS 



SoundBlaster v2.0 

8-Bit Mono card (Value) 

SoundBlaster Pro 


£44.00 


£57.00 


8-Bit Mono card with CD-ROM 
support 

SoundBlaster 16 


£71.00 


16-Bit Stereo card with CD-ROM 
support (Value) 

SoundBlaster 16 MCD |£105.00| 


Sound Blaster AWE 32 

As 16 Bit ASP plus 
Wavetable sound 
0.5 Mb Ram on board. 


16-Bit Stereo card with Multi CD- 
ROM support (Value) 

SoundBlaster 16 ASP |£126.00| 


£185.00 


Qorchid 


16-Bit Stereo card with Multi CD- 
ROM support & Advanced Signal 
Processing to reduce CPU workload 


£84.00 


GameWave 32 

16-Bit, Wavetable synthesis. DSP, 
CD-ROM support, (Output Only) 

Soundwave 32 


CRElATiV: 


£139.00 


as above with recording facility 


Gravis UltraSound Max |£165.0^ 

16 Bit Play & Record at 48KHz, CD- 
ROM support, 512k Ram, General 
Midi & SB Compatible, Surround 
Sound. NEW! 

Sound FX Wave 32 |£169.00| 


Video Blaster SE |£181.00| 

Image capture & FMV display 
Video Spigot |£i59.001 

Real-Time video capture direct to 
disk. 

T.V. Coder |£109.00| 


Output your PC to a TV or video. 


£149.00 


16 Bit at 44.1 KHz. 2Mb ROM, CD- 
ROM support, Wavetable Synthesis, 
32 voice. NEW! 


Wave Blaster 

Wave Table upgrade for the Sound 
Blaster 16. 

Midi Blaster 


|£152.00| 
External Midi Module, General Midi 
compatible 


CD-ROM DRIVES 



MNASONICl 

Panasonic CR-562B £1 09.00 

Internal Dual speed CD-ROM Drive 
Panasonic CR-562B |£169.00| 

External Dual speed CD-ROM Drive, 
INCLUDES CARD 


Mitsumi FX-001D 

Internal Dual speed CD-ROM Drive, 
INCLUDES CARD _ 

Mitsumi FX-001D 


£169.00 


External Dual speed CD-ROM Drive, 
INCLUDES CARD 


Multi CD interface card|£i2.50 

Sony, Mitsumi, Panasonic 


NEC 


11 TITLE BUNDLE 


Comptons Encyctopad»a. Day ol 
the Tentide. Anecdote. Indiana 
Jones & Fate of ABanlis. Return to 
Zofk, Humans 1 & 2. Animator. 
Sneak Peaks. Graphic Works, 
Ultima Underworld & Wing 

exc AT card 


Mi tsumi Bundle ' 

|£199.00| 

Panasonic Bundle 

|£199.00| 


SALES LINES 

0500 130 557 

OVER SEAS ORDERS WELCOME 

+44 (792) 467980 

TECHNICAL & AFTER SALES - (0792) 467980 

UK TARIFFS 



Open 9am - 5.30pm, Mon-Sat 

2500 Sq Ft Showroom 

Large stock range 



Next day Delivery £5.00 
2 day Delivery £4.00 

Personal callers very welcome All prices EX. VAT 

LOW COST DELIVERY, FREEPHONE ORDER 
LINES & NO HIDDEN SURCHARGES 

Credit cards are not debited until day of despatch, 
all products advertised on this page are official UK products with full 
manufacturers warranties. 


PC COMPONENTS 




RAM 




MOTHERBOARDS 


1Mb Simm 30 pin 
4Mb Simm 30 pin 
4Mb Simm 72 pin 
8Mb Simm 72 pin 
16Mb Simm 72 pin 


£29.00 


£115.00 


£119.00 


£249.00 


£475.00 


£45.00 


£69.00 




£241.00 


HARD DRIVES 


£call 


210Mb IDE 

£119.00 

270Mb IDE 

£129.00 

340Mb IDE 

£139.00 

425Mb IDE 

£165.00 

525Mb IDE 

£199.00 

525Mb SCSI 

£269.00 

1Gb DEC SCSI 

£539.00 


386SX-40 
386dx-40 
Vesa Local Bus Motherboards, 
Energy Star, exp. 96Mb Ram 
486SX-25 (256k cache) £130.00 
486dx-33 (256k cache) 
486dx-40 AMD 
486dx-50 (256k cache) 
486dx2-66 (256k cache) 

PCI Motherboards 
486dx-33 (256k cache) 
486dx-50 (256k cache) 
486dx2-66 (256k cache) 
Pentium 66 
Pentium 90 


£278.00 


£259.00 


£356.00 


£399.00 


NEC 3x1 - 195ms (int) 

1 £269.001 

NEC 3xp - 250ms (portable) 

1 £299.001 

NEC 4xPrO - ISOms (ext) 

1 £639.001 


PIONEER 

6 Disk Shuttle System 


DRM602X -300ms 330Kbs 

1 £549.001 

NEC 3xp - 250ms (portable) 

£725.001 


TOSHIBA 


3401 B 200ms 330kbs |£225.oo| 


SCSI INTERFACE CARDS 
CD-ROM SCSI card |£45.00 | 
Full SCSI kit inc drvs [£i99.oo| 

For CD-ROM, Hard Drives, Optical Drives & DAT 


HOW TO ORDER 


ORDERING BY PHONE 

0500 130 557 

Quoting your credit card no. 

Credit cards are not debited until day of despatch 


K 


ORDERING BY POST 

MICROSTORE 

33/36 Singleton St 
Swansea SA1 3QN 

Cheques and Postal orders made payable to 

Mertec Computers PLC 

Same day despatch* on receipt of cheque 
Please phone details to ensure same day despatch 
‘subject to status and availability 


Please confirm prices and stock availability when ordering 


Customer Services Tel: (0792) 467980 Fax: (0792) 467398 


FSffl FLOPPY DRIVES 


3.5” 1.44Mb 
5.25” 1.2Mb 


|£23.00 I 
I £38.00 I 


£383.00 


£729.00 


£cail 


MONITORS 


DAT DRIVES 


2Gb DAT, ARC SOLO & CARD 

90m (2Gb) cartridge 
102 Key Keyboard 
Desktop Case 
Mini Tower Case 


£819.00 


£15.00 


£18.00 


£49.00 


£49.00 


14” SVGA Nl MPrII 800x600 

£189.00 

15” SVGA Nl MPRII 1024x768 

£299.00 

17” SVGA Nl MPRII 1024x768 

£585.00 

SVGA Controller Card 

£49.00 

Vesa Controller Card 

|£61.00 


PCI- MACH 32 Imb ATI card 
PCI - Diamond Viper 2Mb card 


£109.00 


£295.00 


Phone if the component 
you require is not listed 


MULTIMEDIA 


CRE/TIV: 



Cracker 
Pack III 

CR-563 CD-ROM 
SoundBlaster 16 
Digital Speakers 
CD Encyclopedia 
Aldus Photostyler 

£195.00 


Discovery Pack |£289.oo 

Creative CR-563 CD-ROM Drive, 
SoundBlaster 16, Digital Speakers, 
Microphone. Aldus Photostyler SE, New Grolier 
Multimedia encyclopedia, 3D Dinosaur Adventure, 
Kid Pix, Scotters Magic Castle, Conspiracy & 
Syndicate. 

Game Blaster Pack |£315.00 

Creative CR-563 CD-ROM Drive, 
SoundBlaster 16, Digital Speakers, 
Microphone. Iron Helix, Sim City 2000. Rebel 
Assault. Conspiracy, Syndicate, Lemmings, 
Civilisation, Stealth Fighter F117a. Indianapolis 
500, Railroad Tycoon & Silent Service. 


MODEMS 


GEM DATAPLEX 

Pocket Gem V 22 24oobps 

Pocket Gem Fax 9600bps 


£95.00 


£99.00 


PCMIA GEM V22 Type II Slot 

£165.00 

Super Gem/Fax uoobps | 

£185.00 1 

SCANNERS 

LOGITECH 

ScanMan 32 includes OCR 

1 £65.00 

ScanMan 256 I 

|£105.00 

ScanMan Colour 

|£269.00 

Easy Touch includes OCR 1 

£139.001 

ScanMan Power Page | £345.00 

EPSON 

GT-6500 Parallel - A4 Flatbed 

|£639.00 


GT-6500 SCSI - A4 Flatbed I £719.00 


CONSUMABLES 


TDK 3.5” HD Floppy Disks 

10 £7.50 50 £36.00 

500 £335 1000 £626 





















































































































































































































































NEWS 


IN BRIEF I 

Modem 

corrections 

IN last month’s fax/modem fea¬ 
ture, the Intertex 1X33 ED28 was 
the only model to have VAT added 
to its price which made it appear a 
little more expensive in compari¬ 
son to the others on test. For the 
record it will set you back £299 
plus VAT and carriage and further 
information can be obtained from 
Express Technology on 0784 
421123. 

Secondly, the Supra Internal 
Modem from First Computer 
Centre was awarded two stars 
when it should have received five. 
Oops. Details on that particular 
beastie can be had by calling 0532 
319444. 

Apologies to both companies 
who will no doubt be pleased to 
hear the chap responsible for the 
errors has been shot (in Doom 2 of 
course). 

Finally though the US Robotics 
WorldPort modem did not display 
a BABT sticker (it wasn't my fault! 

- Ed)y the company say their entire 
range has approval. Contact US 
Robotics on 0753 811180 for fur¬ 
ther details. 

The price of Doom 

VIRGIN have announced that 
Doom 2, hitting the software 
stands about now, and exclusively 
reviewed by us last issue will retail 
for the demon slaughtering price of 
£44.99 for the floppy version or 
£54 for the CD-Rom incarnation. 
Further information from Virgin 
on 081-960 2255. 

La Mer? 

FRENCH company Chargeurs 
have acquired a multi-million dol¬ 
lar minority stake in Manchester 
software group Ocean. According 
to Ocean’s group chairman David 
Ward who started the company 
along with Jon Woods back in 
1983, the investment will allow 
them to further extend their sales 
and marketing operations as well 
injecting cash into the creation of 
leading edge CD-Rom only games. 


newsQ. 




TOSHIBA have launched their first internal quad-speed CD-Rom 
drive, the XM3501B, which they claim offers the world’s fastest 
access times - 150 average access and 120 average seek - and the 
lowest heat generation rates for 4x speed technology. 

Available in the UK through Ideal Hardware, the XM3501B will set 
you back around the £469 mark and further information can be 
obtained by calling 081-390 1211. 


MERRY 

CHRISTMAS 

YOU know it’s getting to that time 
of the year again when CDL re- 
release their traditional Christmas 
for Windows festive package. The 
program, which is now in its third 
incarnation, has been completely 
revamped to offer more seasonal 
screen savers, musical icons, wall¬ 
paper, clip art and decorative fonts 
than before. 

Available for £9.95 further 
information on the product can be 
obtained by wishing CDL a happy 
Christmas on 0483 756813. 


Star maker 

GST have launched a range of pro¬ 
grams aimed at the home and small 
business user. The Star (Solutions, 



Two piece 
puzzle 

WARRINGTON based Office Data 
have launched a combination wrist 
rest and mouse pad called the 
Combipad which fits together via a 
simple jigsaw type link and is designed 
to give support to the user’s wrists 
and a good traction surface for mouse 
operation. Available in blue, red or 
black the Combipad will set you back 
£12.86 and further details can be had 
by giving Office Data a bell on 0925 
820997. 


/^©Gdw© 




Tasks, Add-ons Range) collection 
comprises of four leisure titles - 
Wine Cellar, Instant Recipes, 
Motor Expenses and Video Library 
- and two business programs - 
Purchasing Manager and Business 


YAMAHA-KEMBLE’s Media 
Technology Division have 
recently announced the 
introduction of the YST-M10 
powered speaker. These units 
will feature Yamaha’s Active 
Servo Technology, which 
they claim gives a much 
greater bass response from 
a smaller cone. 

Fully magnetically ■ 

shielded, with a 10 watt per / 
channel output, the YST- 
M10 comes with a volume 
and presence control, and a 
choice of either a black or 
white colour scheme. They 
are priced at £69. Further 
information can be obtained 
on 0908 366700. 


Expenses. 

The former are set to retail for 
£19.95, the latter for £29.95 and 
further information is available 
from GST on 0480 496789. 




If anyone can... 

CANON have launched the BJC-4000, a printer which, they claim, 
combines high quality colour with high speed mono. 

The BJC-4000 promises colour printing at a resolution of 360x360 
dpi, and mono at a speed of around 3ppm. The cartridge carries two 
ink tanks, one dedicated to black, the other combining cyan, magen¬ 
ta and yellow, although there is a specialist black only cartridge 
which should give 4ppm output for the more demanding user. 

A built-in sheet feeder which will handle up to 100 sheets is also 
included, and the unit will be priced at £399. Further details are on 
021-680 8062. 
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GAMES NEWS 


GAMES 


IN BRIEF 

Loadstar 

ROCKET Science, one of the com¬ 
panies under the BMG Interactive 
Entertainment umbrella, should be 
releasing Loadstar, an interactive 
science fiction epic featuring full 
motion, full screen video by the end 
of the year. 

You take the role of Tully 
Bodine, the veteran captain of the 
ship Loadstar. Your mission, should 
you decide to accept it, is to smug¬ 
gle a consignment of illegal camels 
off the moon - presumably not the 
cigarettes, although these ought to 
be illegal too - pursued by the cops 
and in battle with rival truckers 

The game promises fast-paced 
action and thrilling visuals, running 
under Dos. Starring Ned Beatty and 
Barry Primus, the screenplay was 
actually written by Ron Cobb (True 
Lies, Alien, Total Recall, Abyss). On 
the design front Brian Moriarty is 
being used - of Zork and Loom 
pedigree. BMG can be contacted on 
071-973 0011 



Loadstar promises fast, 
frantic movie action 


Wrath of Transend 

JUST arriving too late to make it 
into this month’s Doom clone 
round-up is Wrath of Earth, a 3-D 
first person perspective adventure 
shoot-’em-up type thing from 
Transend. The story goes that 
there’s a planet that’s lost contact 
with Earth - you’ve got to go in and 
sort it out. Transend can be contact¬ 
ed on 0274 622228. 



HJ fflj w "ai. IB • 

More Doom from Transend? 


Edited by Andy Shaw 



Rincewind looks on as this bizarre Get the Shadow Lemmings to the 
machine is operated in Discworld exit using only your Ninja skills 



Try playing Ecstatica with others 
around without it turning into panto 


ALL NEW WORLD 

OF P@V@ra(0)gD© 


LIVERPOOL-based software company Psygnosis look set to 
charge into the games market this Christmas with a host of 
exciting products. 

Looking extremely dynamic is Ecstatica, an adventure 
game along the same sort of lines as Alone in the Dark but 
using ellipsoids instead of polygons. This means everything 
looks smoother and the animation is simply lovely. 

It also contains an extremely strong plot, based around a 
young girl who experiments with witchcraft and brings 
demonic hell spawn and werewolves to a quiet medieval vil¬ 
lage. 

There are loads of adult bits - the violence is a little 
strong, largely because of the great animation making you 
feel every blow - and some of the associated goings on are a 
little macabre and gory. 

Also coming before Christmas is All New World of 
Lemmings, the third title in the series from original pro¬ 
grammers DMA. This is a significant improvement over the 
previous incarnations with bigger lemmings - or are you 
just closer to them? - and slightly different gameplay. 

The special abilities are now only available as blocks that 
your lemmings can pick up and drop along the way. Each 
lemming can only carry one set of these at a time, and they 
are very limited so things can get quite tricky. There are also 


lemmings trapped among the levels which have to be 
released in order to complete it. 

There are three types of lemmings. Shadow, Egyptian and 
Classic to play around with, and each have their own fea¬ 
tures and characteristics. The Shadow lemmings look like 
Ninjas, while the Egyptian ones sand dance across the 
screen. Judging by the success of the other titles, this 
improvement really should do well. 

Novastorm is a CD-Rom based shoot-’em-up by the 
same people who did Microcosm - but don’t let that put 
you off. It’s fast and frantic, and about a million times more 
playable than its predecessor with a scorching techno type 
soundtrack and a vastly improved control method and col¬ 
lision detection. 

Last up for the time being is the hilarious looking 
Discworld, based on the novels of Terry Pratchett. This is a 
graphic adventure featuring characters from the first few 
stories - the player’s character being Rincewind the trou¬ 
bled wizard. 

All the humour has been maintained, with a fair amount 
of input from Mr. Pratchett, and people working on it who 
obviously have a great love of the subject. Watch out for all 
these over the Christmas period, or in the meantime call 
Psygnosis on 051-709 5755. 


DANCE WITH THE 




SINCE ‘T produced his interactive 
CD-Rom, it’s inevitable that others 
would follow, and David Bowie’s 
Jump Interactive CD-Rom is one of 
the first, containing four full length 
Bowie videos, including the acclaimed 
track Jump They Say. 

The idea is that you can cut both 
picture and sound to create your ovm 
version. You can also play a variety of 
instruments and jam with the musi¬ 
cians. 

Also included are interviews with 
Bowie, as well as a slide show of rare 
photographs, and various promised 


hidden surprises. Jump should be 
released in November courtesy of ION 
(under the BMG Interactive 



Get down to the groove with the 
man himself. Note the five separate 
images playing in real time 


Entertainment label), and will run 
under Windows. 

Also by ION is the rather imagina¬ 
tively titled Headcandy. This is a virtu¬ 
al Kaleidoscope on CD-Rom. Basically 
a psychedelic experience, it lets you 
view a swirl of shapes and colours set 
to music by the synthesist Brian Eno. 

The images are viewed through a 
special pair of prismatic glasses, so the 
overall effect should be somewhat 
trippy, as they say in the trade. 
Headcandy should be available by the 
beginning of next year. BMG can be 
contacted on 071-973 0011. 
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Available from the 
following retailers: 

Boxing Clever Software 

Ilford 081 518 4440 

Centrepoint Software 

Tottenham Court Road 071 836 0599 

Computer Magic 

Ipswich 0473 214868 

Cruz Microsystems Ltd 


Stevenage 

0438 741000 

ECPC 

Harrogate 

0423 561021 

Game Ltd 

Manchester 

061 839 5101 

Southampton 

0703 237771 

Coventry 

0203 256148 

Romford 

0708 734803 

Leeds 

0532 465320 

W/Thurrock 

0708 890008 

Hemel Hempstead 

0442 233882 

Watford 

0923 213494 

Bromley 

081 466 0199 

Newcastle 

091 230 0239 

Woking 

0483 768376 

Tunbridge Wells 

0892 545326 

Aberdeen 

0224 211102 

Sheffield 

0742 569299 

Plymouth 

0752 257033 

Poole 

0202 666255 

Kingston uponThames 

081 549 8018 

Stratford 

0789 267736 

Bournemouth 

0202 311668 

Norwich 

0603 219221 

Stok on Trent 

0782 266294 

Nottingham 

0602 502662 

Liverpool 

051 709 7205 

Belfast 

0232 314733 

Northampton 

0604 604123 

Bristol 

0272 298626 


Dublin (Grafton St) 010 353 1677 3755 
Dublin (Tallaght) 010 353 14522 700 
Middlesbrough 0642 252970 

Informatica Computer Solutions Ltd 
Bedford 0234 273700 


Icon Computer Superstore 

Ashton Under Lyme 061 371 0234 

Dudley 0384 75555 

Nottingham 0602 679076 

Leeds Direct Distribution Ltd 

Leeds 0532 323700 


I R Mail Order 

Bexhill 0424 730326 

Microanvika 

Tottenham Court Road 071 580 6382 

Microwise 

Reading 0734 591816 

M6 Computers 

St. Helens 0942 719122 


Mr Disk 

Birmingham 02164 36222 

Software Catalogue 

High Wycombe 0494 446655 

Novatech 

Portsmouth 0705 662299 

Software Paradise PLC 

Cardiff 0222 881982 


Software Warehouse 


Bristol 

Birmingham 

London 

Manchester 


0272 304804 
0675 466467 
081 8107770 
061 8317779 


Technomatic 

London 081 205 9558 


Hull 

Luton 

Watford 


Tomorrows World 

0482 213385 

Watford Electronics 

0582 745555 
0923 23774 


Gem IT’S TIME TO MAKE 
A POS/2ITIVE MOVE 


The next generation of PC operating systems is 
here. OS/2 is the first software package that can 
really make use of your PC’s 32 bit capacity. It 
will run side by side with DOS and Windows 
and requires a minimum of only 4Mb RAM and 
386 CPU. For the first time ever, OS/2 offers the 
user pre-emptive multi-tasking and allows you 


to switch configurations instantly. In-built crash 
protection includes data protection against 
General Protection Faults (GPF), with no 
rebooting necessary after memory problems. 
OS/2’s Workplace Shell system is easy, fast and 
flexible to use. Once you’ve find any other sys¬ 
tem pOS/2itively hard work. 



Person to 
Person 

Establish real-time, interactive 
communication links with col¬ 
leagues, wherever they are 
located. Allows viewing and 
revision of the same docu¬ 
ment simultaneously. 


FaxWorks 

An essential application for 
todays environment. Enabling 
documents to be faxed direct¬ 
ly from an application or alter¬ 
natively, drag ‘n’ drop files 
onto the fax Icon for instant 
transmission. 


OS/2 V3 


World's most pi^ular IBM 

32-bit PC operating system 



Mm Ynt UMUai Mt M< WMwm 



f it» 
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for OS/2 


IBM Works 

A collection of 32-bit applica¬ 
tions designed to meet the 
needs of a wide range of 
users. Containing a word 
processor, spreadsheet, 
database, chart and report 
writer which are entirely 
workplace shell enabled and 
utilise drag and drop to its full 
potential 


CompuServe 

A popular CompuServe infor¬ 
mation Manager. Access the 
latest news, check weather 
forecasts and enter into the 
Information superhighway. 
Providing users with the tools 
for up-to-the-minute data. 





- CompuServe 





























Losing half the files on your 
computer thanks to a system 
crash is no joke. Duncan 
Evans tries backing his up 
with a low-cost tape drive 


Safe and 


B acking up files is generally 
reckoned to be a good thing to 
do. Ask anyone who has used a 
PC for any length of time and they will 
sagely nod their head and agree that it’s 
a must for every right thinking computer 
user. 

But, and you knew there was going 
to be one, how many people actually 
bother to do it? Not me, and I use a PC 
every working day of the week - there 
are features lists, budgets, contact 
names and addresses, payment details, 
not to mention my favourite games, 
artwork, video grabber and modem 
software all installed on there. If my 
hard drive crashed, most of the country 
would hear the plaintive cry. 

Regular 

SO why don’t I, and the majority of PC 
people, do regular backups? The simple 
answer is that unless you have a second 
hard drive or a tape drive the only solu¬ 
tion is floppies. Backing anything other 
than documents to floppy is a waste of 
time since it takes just as long to 
retrieve the backups as it does to install 
from fresh anyway. 

Until recently another hard drive 
was a fairly expensive - and largely 


immovable - luxury, whereas tape 
drives were the domain of medium 
sized businesses. 

That could be about to change with 
the launch of the Aiwa QB-250 tape 
drive, which is set to bring the power of 
speedy backups to the home business. 

The QB-250 comes bundled with 
Central Point Backup for Windows and 
Dos, and the package contains spare 
data cables and a kit to fit the drive in 
either a 3.Sin disk drive bay or, with 
attachments that would make Blue 
Peter proud, in a spare 5.25in bay - a 
mounting which is more likely. 

The manual for physically installing 
the drive is one of those written by tech¬ 
nical experts from the Far East where 
there are plenty of diagrams but scarce¬ 
ly understood written instructions. 

Fortunately, installation can be very 
quick and easy, or hideously painful if 
you suddenly discover one of the con¬ 
nectors on your IDE cable is faulty as I 
did. 

Connecting the drive can be as sim¬ 
ple as plugging in a spare internal 
power lead, and there is a switcher to 
change the socket from a small power 
input to the larger variety if your 
machine is in short supply, and mating 



The main Windows menu offers everything from verification 
to types of compression on to the tape drive 


the second connector on the IDE cable 
to the back of the drive. 

If your system is set up with one 
3.5in disk drive and has that spare con¬ 
nector then bingo - you’re away and 
running. If you have more than one 
drive, there are supplemental cables, 
and switchers on the drive itself need to 
be changed, but none of this is difficult. 

No clashes 

SO no unnecessary interfaces or IRQ 
encounters which will please anyone 
who’s installed a sound card and 
CD-Rom drive. Instead it’s all handled 
by the software, which generally goes 
about it quickly and provides enough 
help along the way to keep most begin¬ 
ners quietly confident. 

The one area of concern was when 
asked for a level of user competency 
which affects how many commands are 
available. Unfortunately, the Central 
Point manual makes little reference to 
this, so whether you are going to be ter¬ 
ribly restricted or hopelessly over¬ 
whelmed is debatable right up until you 
get into the main menus. My advice is 
go for the top level proficiency. 

By now you’re thinking, gimme, 
gimme, gimme, but reality pops its love¬ 


ly head up once more. Central Point 
Backup is a software package designed 
for backing up to anything - tape, flop¬ 
py or hard drive, so it isn’t looking to 
recognise your shiny new Aiwa QB-250. 

Instead you need to inform the setup 
program when it blandly asks you what 
drives you have, that you have indeed 
got a tape drive as well as hard drive 
and floppy. Failure to do this can lead 
to confusion at the main menu, but is 
easily resolved with a visit to the drop¬ 
down config menu. 

Now it’s time to get some informa¬ 
tion in there. The software will accept 
80Mb or 120Mb backup tapes, and this 
drive can take either. It accepts DC2120 
or QD2120 mini data cartridges, which 
are branded by Sony, 3M and Carlistle, 
and is happy with the default offering of 
QIC compatible format tape or CPS 
format if you have used previous ver¬ 
sions of Central Point backup. Being a 
new user you want your tape in the 
standard QIC format. 

Now if 120Mb doesn’t sound like a 
lot, all is not lost because the software 
offers a variety of compressions at back¬ 
up time, ranging from backing up as 
fast as possible to minimum and maxi¬ 
mum compression, so you can make 



In comparison, the Dos software is similar to MSBackup 
in presentation, if not user unfriendliness 
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HOME FUTURE 



Compression 
options are a trade 
off between time 
taken and space 
compressed, 
though surprisingly 
there is an option 
to save on time as 
well 


Backing up is 
about to 
commence, with 
the software 
estimating that 
27Mb of Windows 
files will take under 
11 minutes to back 
up safely 


File r-ctioTi ptions onf igure i^elp 


Backup Progress for Driue C: 


Backing up tape 1 of 1 
(QIC ForMat) 

0x Z5x 50X 75x 100X 


Backing Up: 

Fro«: C:\ 

Block: e 

Benaining 

Status 

1 Drive(s) 

Elapsed tine 00:00:02 

6 Directories 

Bewaining 00:10:41 

709 Files 


27 Hb 



Central Point Software 
►►► Backup for DOS — 


tewindina Tape 


that 120Mb tape take 240Mb of data. 

Using compression takes longer than 
an ordinary save, but surprisingly not 
twice as long, making it an attractive 
option. What’s very useful is that the 
software gives time estimates for each 
operation so if you have plenty of time 
but little tape space you can select maxi¬ 
mum compression, but if you are in a 
hurry to go somewhere, bang on with 
full-speed backing up. 

The Dos software is a bit archaic, 
though if you’ve used MSBackup which 
comes with MS-DOS, it’s easy to use in 
comparison. The Windows software is 
friendlier but not that much since it’s 
virtually identical. 

On the Windows trip you can quick¬ 
ly configure the drive, but you are bet¬ 
ter letting the program search for it, and 
at this point other tape drives that 
require IRQ and port addresses have to 
have those details entered. The advan¬ 
tage of the Aiwa is that it doesn’t need 
any, so there are no messy system con¬ 
flicts. 

Handy options include being able to 
schedule regular backups to occur at a 
certain time, like 5.30pm for example. 
For a small business that extensively 
uses its computer and needs regular 


and painless backing up this helps 
enormously. 

If you only backup three or four 
things, but like to do them individually, 
the option of having separate backup 
logs is useful. Just load in your named 
log and backup a particular section of 
the hard drive very quickly. 

If a log hasn’t been created it’s a mat¬ 
ter of selecting which files are for back¬ 
up, and again this is much easier 
through Windows than Dos, if only for 
the fact that the Dos filing menu is 
peculiarly unresponsive to the mouse at 
times. Thankfully each file doesn’t have 
to be selected separately - instead whole 
directories and sub-directories can be 
highlighted. 

Fast mover 

AT the start of this article I mentioned 
that backing up anything to floppy 
other than data files was a waste 
because of the time it took. Now, even 
though this drive simply runs from the 
IDE interface and utilises no fancy local 
bus slots, it offers a reasonable turn of 
pace. 

At top speed it can shift 1Mbit of 
data per second on to the tape. The 
more compression is used the slower it 



Here I’m configuring the tape drive to work with the software. 
With no IRQs and ports to worry about this is easy 


goes, but the worst case scenario is 
SOOkbit per second. 

To test the drive I decided to backup 
my Windows environment, all 27Mb of 
it, which took a grand total of 10 min¬ 
utes. With full compression this is 
more like 17 minutes, but being able to 
turn the speed of backup on to high, 
turn the error checking off, the auto¬ 
formatting off, and every other option 
off or on to high, 10 minutes is as fast 
as it gets. 

The Windows software is slightly 
easier to use here in that you can quick¬ 
ly configure the tape drive for default, 
SOOkbit or 1Mbit speeds from a menu. 
In the case of backing up 100Mb from 
my hard drive, which is all the impor¬ 
tant stuff, the price to pay was 38 min¬ 
utes. Now that isn’t fast, but it’s a 
darned sight quicker than backing up 
by floppy, there’s no disk swapping and 
you can leave the machine to get on 
with it. 

Where the action does slow down is 
if there are problems with the tape such 
as bad blocks. Then it can literally take 
45 minutes to map them all out. That 
10 minute backup job can suddenly 
turn into a couple of hours. However, it 
usually isn’t like that, unless you have a 


supply of particularly poor quality 
tapes you bought off the market. 

The bottom line in this tape backup 
experience is one of how much work do 
you do on your machine, would it kill 
you if you lost it, and how often are 
those data and programs updated. 

If it’s simply documents, you don’t 
need a tape drive, just some HD disks. 
If you experience a constant refreshing 
of important data, even for such a non- 
businessy reason as generating ren¬ 
dered graphics, which take forever to 
create, a tape drive is in order, and in 
the case of this nifty little beauty the 
combination of ease of installation and 
price are hard to fault. 


Product 

Aiwa QB-250 

Price 

£170, or £250 for the 
external unit 

Supplier 

Phase IV Systems 

Telephone 

0865 883355 

Tick 

Easy to install. A fast and 
easy method of protecting 
data and programs 

Cross 

When problems arise 
takes some time to 


resolve. Dos software 
not friendly 

am Verdict 

A A A A A ^ 

★★★★km 



The Options drop-down menu allows you to change everything 
from the amount of error correction to looking for viruses 
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unearth eomething "ff" 

Poacr returned. ‘Henry, look here 
an (Orchid eo m^QrmM^ - 
featuree, the^re practically gr^J^ 

‘What." I replied, ‘eo little for 16 -b 
and upgradeable to wavetable toe 
eueplolous and cent him to explor 

Wednesday » September 1994 

The keeper 
in his sleep 
the fsets of the i 
He murmured tales of 

crystalclear wavetable sound and a cache of 

Sdt bfme".'. those Orchid guys are ag 4 m 
onto eomethin 0 bi^/ 


Pro compatible I ' mM 

• Microsoft Windows Sound System compaubi 

• Joystick/MIDI port , 

• Mitsumi CD-ROM interface 

• Optional SCSI-2 CD-ROM interface ' 

• Upgradeable to wavetable with 
WaveBooster daughtercards 


of the pyrstmid has heer 
I tonight. Now we final! 
c,nimdmve.^ Z±^^- 


• 20MHz DSP technology 

• 8Mbit InVision wavetable ROM 

• SoundBlaster compatible 

• Microsoft Windows Sound System compatibility 

• Roland MT-32 synthesizer 

• General MIDI synthesizer 

• Roland MPU-401 MIDI interface 

• SCSI-2 and Mitsumi CD-ROM interfaces 

• Upgradeable with WaveBooster daughtercards 


SoiiiKinrivo I6EZ 






$OUNDPRIVE16 EZ 


SOUNDWAVE 32 +SCSI 


ORCHID (Europe) Ltd - Unit 3,Woodlands Business Village, Coronation Road. Basingstoke, Hants RG21 2JX 

Tel: (0256)479898 - Fax (0256) 64222 


SC 


You don’t have to join the Doctor and Henry to discover Orchid’s latest treasures, simply complete and return this coupon and we will reveal all. 

Name:. 

Address:.. 





























■ QUICK REVIEWS 


QUICKDg 


The PC HOME team bring you another stunning selection of short reviews 


Matisse Light 


What’s missing? 

BEING a cut-down version, Matisse Light has had a few facilities removed. The 
major omission is the support for text or image objects. In the full package you 
can cut out parts of an image and treat them as objects, pasting them on top of 
other images or distorting them using special tools. 

In Matisse Light there is no cut and paste at all so photo montages are out 
and you can’t do things like place your own head on big Arnie’s shoulders, for 
example. 

Other missing features are the toolbar along the top of the main window, the 
shape drawing tools, built-in TWAIN scanner support, PhotoCD import and 
the colourising tool for enhancing black and whites. On the other hand, you still 
get the full range of filters, all the creative brush types, the brilliant auto-paint 
tool and the ability to load and save a wide range of image types. 


IF YOU’VE ever fancied getting into 
image processing and editing, there’s 
never been a better time. The release of 
a cut-down version of Fauve Matisse, 
called Matisse Light, for less than the 
cost of a new game, means you can 
experiment to your heart’s content with 
some impressive filters and retouching 
tools or create your own works of art 
from scratch using the neatly conceived 
natural media tools. 

Despite its price tag, Matisse Light is 
more than just an image processor - it’s 
a complete image tool. First of all, take 
dozens of user configurable filters for 
creating special effects and enhancing 
poor quality photographs. Then add 
some flexible retouching tools such as 
smudge and despeckle, throw in some 
easy-to-use masking tools for sectioning 
off parts of the image, and you’re still 
only half way to Matisse Light. 

Oil paint 

ADD some clever brush options that 
simulate natural painting media like 
charcoal, oil paints and felt tip pens, stir 
it together with colour gradient fills, 
stamp, clone and autopainting func¬ 
tions, and you’ve got one of the best 
value imaging packages on the market. 

Matisse Light is supplied on a single 
disk with a 60-page black and white 
manual. Unfortunately, it has some ref¬ 
erences which only apply to the full 
package but, overall, it is well written 
and easy to read. While the tools are 
comprehensively covered individually, 
there is very little in the way of tutorial. 

Like its bigger brother, Matisse Light 
needs a 386/486 PC with 4Mb ram. 


Windows 3.1 and 3Mb or so of free disk 
space. However, it is a real hardware 
hog and I wouldn’t advise using it on 
anything less than a fast 386 or a mid¬ 
range 486 with an accelerated graphics 
card if you want to use the painting 
tools comfortably. 

As with any image processing pro¬ 
gram, a 256 colour capable card is the 
bare minimum with 16 or 24-bit mod¬ 
els highly recommended. 

Matisse Light can load and save 
images in BMP, TIF, JPEG, PCX, Targa 
and GIF formats. Each is displayed in a 
window or minimised at the base of the 
screen as a neat 35 mm slide. 

The filters, of which there are over 
30, can be tested using the preview dia¬ 
log before being applied to the image as 
a whole. Several options are associated 
with each filter, too, so you can experi¬ 
ment quickly and easily before commit¬ 
ting yourself. 

The filters range from the standard 
ones like posterise, equalise, tint, blur, 
edge detect, mosaic and despeckle, 
through to the more exotic variety such 
as ripple, fisheye and whirlpool. 

Shatter is particularly effective and 
breaks up an image into small squares, 
each randomly displaced from the next. 
Even better is texturise which lets you 
use a greyscale image as a texture to be 
applied to a colour one. Some superb 
effects are possible and you can create 
your own texture images. 

Painting tools include brushes to 
simulate both water colour and oil 
paints, felt tips, calligraphic pens, 
crayons, pastels, charcoal, fine pencils 
and airbrush. Special tools imitate the 


Pointillist and Fauve (line) styles as well 
as surface texture painting and Japanese 
inks. 

The retouching tools are equally 
exciting and include resizable, accurate 
brushes for lightening, darkening, 
sharpening and blurring areas of an 
image. 

More unusually you can actually 
paint an image and apply effects like 
mosaic, despeckle and diffuse using 
whatever size brush you need. 

Filter effects 

OFTEN you will want to apply paint¬ 
ing, retouching or filter effects to just 
part of an image and Matisse’s marquee 
function lets you do just this. It 
includes rectangular, ellipse marquees 
and a lasso for irregular masking, as 
well as a magic wand that selects areas 
of a similar colour. 

The name and the price tag might 
fool you into thinking that the cut- 
down version of Matisse is a lightweight 


program. It isn’t. The filters are excel¬ 
lent and the retouching and painting 
tools are just as good as those in pro¬ 
grams costing many times more. If you 
can do without the block and object 
functions, Matisse Light should be just 
the job. 

Andrew Wright 


Product 

Matisse Light 

Price 

£29.99 

Supplier 

CGS 

Phone 

081-679 7307 

✓ 

Excellent filters, easy to 
use interface, wide 
range of pre-defined and 
custom brushes, 
entertaining auto-paint 
tool and good manual at 
a bargain basement 
price. 

X 

No cut and paste, no 
object editing and no 
PhotoCD support. 

am Verdict 

★★★★★☆ 



EHt |m»t« yiew 


The superb auto-paint tool lets you clone existing 
images using any brush type and stroke you like 




amwi 1*1,1 i*i *• 

M U l*i • 


Matisse offers dozens of customisable Filter effects - whirlpool, ripple, 

brushes and paint styles emboss, shatter and texturise O 
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SOUND CARDS COME COMPLETE WITH 
SPEAKERS - HEADPHONES EARPHONES 

Creative 16 Value Pack £73.00 

Creative 16 MCD £108.00 

Creative 16 MCD ADSP £129.00 

Creative 16 SCSI 2 ADSP £149.00 

Soundblaster AWE 32 £184.00 

Gravis Max £145.00 

Sound FX 16 MCD £55.00 

Wave FX Plug & Play for SFX16 £75.00 

Wave FX Upgrade Kit for SB 16’s £74.00 

Sound FX Classic 3000 MCD (Sony, 

Mitsumi, Panasonic) £145.00 

M^' MPeg Board £249.00 

Sound FX Classic 3000 (Sony, Mitsumi) £135.00 


420MB IDE 
560MB IDE 
1GB Micropolis SCSI2 


CD ROM DRIVES 


SPEAKERS 


Amplified Speakers with mains adaptor 
Megablaster CS 1020 12 Watts £19.00 

Megablaster CS 1045 25 Watts £29.00 

Megablaster CS 1150 80 Watts £49.00 


MEMORY CPUs 


1MB Simm 30 pin 
4MB Simm 30 pin 
4MB Simm 72 pin 
8MB Simm 72 pin 
16MB Simm 72 pin £369.00 


£35.00 486 S/X 33 £65.00 

£95.00 486D/X2 66 £119.00 

£95.00 Heatsink £10.00 

£199.00 Pfione for others and latest pricing 


MOTHERBOARDS 


VL Bus Motherboard 3 VL Bus Slots (Green) 
VL I/O Board 
Enhanced I/O 

Multi Combo Board 4xPCI, 2xVL Bus, 4xlSA, 
8x30 Pin Simms, 2x72 Pin Simms 


£65.00 

£15.00 

£59.00 

£99.00 


Philips TV Tuner 
(Convert your Monitor into a TV) 


£129.00 +VAT 


MEGA WARE 


Unique on line viewing system 
Mega Ware 19 £8.47 

Pinball Games, Doom 1.3, Raptor, Duke Nukem 1+2, 
Comms Software, Windows Software, Fonts, CAD, 
Ham/Radio & MUSIC FILES 


.A. 

World Atlas 4, US Atlas 4. 
Chessmaster 4000, l^avis Beacon- £12.00 

Pack B - 5ft Ten Pack 

Doom, CD Rom of CD Roms, 

Sing Along Karaoke, World Atlas, 

The Best of Media Clips, Animation Festival, King's 
Quest 5, Time Man of the Year, 

Stellar 7, Wayzata World Fact Book -£21.00 

Pack C - Challenge Pack 

Robocop 3D, Might Mags, F29 Retalator, 
DGeneration, Pushover, Contraption Zack, EPIC, 
Paperboy 2 St Chessmaster 2/50 - £12.00 

Pack D 

Dune/7th Guest - £22.00 

Pack E - 5ft 10 Pack II 

It's here, the next Volume in the best selling 
5ft 10 PAK series has arrived. 

The Titles are:- 

Microsoft's Multimedia Jumpstart, Rock Rap "N" Roll, 
Sherlock Holmes - Consulting Detective, 
Paramount Movie Select, PC Karaoke - Family Fun, 
Space Quest 4 for CD, Home Medical Advisor, 

Arts St Letters Warbirds, Fantasia' 2000 Fonts, 
Battle Chess Enhanced for CD-ROM - £25.00 

PackF 

Mind Shadow, Tass Times, Bard's Tale, Wasteland, 
Dragon's War, Battlechess, Lord of the Rings, 
Castles, Star Trek 25“*, Another World - £20.00 


Jazz 16 CD Sound — Pack 1 

Philips CM206 with Jazz 16 Sound Card, Speakers 
and Microphone (very limited offer) - £ 115.00 

Jazz Encarta — Pack 2 

Philips CM206, Jazz 16 Photo Capture, 

NS Encarta 1994, Headphones, Earphones Gt 
Speakers — (very limited offer) £ 155.00 

Classic/Encarta — Pack 5 

(2 year warranty) Panasonic 562B UK Model 
classic 3000 Sound Card, Microsoft EIHCHANTA, 
Headphones, Earphones, Speakers St Photo 
Capture £269.00 

F/X Encarta - Pack 4 

Panasonic 582B, FX16 Sound Card, ENCARTA, 
Headphones, Earphones, Speakers St Photo 
Capture £ 199.00 

SAMSUnO MOniTORS 

14“ 2yr Warranty £ 189 17“ 2yr Warranty £499 

15" 2yr Warranty £275 17“ 2yr Warranty £599 

Samsung notebook 
486 SX/25 Mono H/D/D £999 

Samsung Multimedia PC, DX2 66, 8Mb RAM 560Mb H/D/D 
Cirrus SPM CD ROM Drive 16 Bit Sound Card £ 1299 


CD TOP TITLES 


Theme Park 

£23.00 

Doom Utility Disk 

£14.00 

Redshift 

£35.00 

World Cup USA’94 

£19.00 

Lands of Lore 

£27.50 

Commanche Max Overkill 

£25.00 

Dragon’s Sphere 

£26.50 

Winter/Summer Challenge 

£11.00 

Shadow Caster 

£26.50 

UFO Enemy Unknown 

£24.00 

Battle Isle 2 

£25.00 

Syndicate & Mission Disk 

£28.00 

Ultima 8 

£33.00 

Civilisation/Railroad Tycoon 

£15.00 

The Horde 

£22.50 

11th Hour 

£29.00 

Al-Qadim 

£17.00 

Under a Killing Moon 

£30.00 

Aegis Guardian of the Fleet 

£27.50 

Battle Isle 2 

£24.00 

Sam & Max 

£23.00 

Beneath a Steel Sky 

£25.50 

Lost Files of Sherlock Holmes 

£26.50 

Conspiracy 

£28.00 

Myst 

£25.00 

Curse for a Corpse 

£11.00 

Leisure Suit Larry VI 

£25.00 

Curse of Enchanta 

£20.00 

Outpost 

£27.00 

Star Trek 25th Anniversary 

£28.00 

Kick Off III 

£18.00 

Star Trek The Next Generation 

£23.00 

Man United Premier League 

£16.00 

Lemmings/Oh No 

£24.00 

Classic Library 

£35.00 

Leisure Suite Larry VI 

£24.00 

Microcosm (with T-Shirt) 

£18.00 

Pinball Dreams Deluxe 

£22.00 

Microsoft Dangerous Animals 

£31.00 

Microsoft Art Gallery 

£31.00 

Microsoft Ancient Lands 

£31.00 

Microsoft Musical Instruments 

£31.00 


CD ROM BUNDLED TITLES FOR PCs 


20th Century.£15.00 

300 Way Cool Windows Games.£8.00 

3D Body Adventure CD.£25.00 

3D Dinosaur Adventure.£12.00 

5ft Pack 1.£21.00 

Sirius 5 Foot 10 Pack 11.£24.00 

7th Guest.£10.00 

About Cows.£15.00 

Adventures in Heaven.£10.00 

Adventures in Heaven 2.£9.00 

After Dark Trilogy.£12.00 

Aircraft Encyclopedia.£18.00 

Animals San Diego Zoo.£8.00 

Aris Three Pack.£15.00 

Arthur’s Teacher Trouble.£12.00 

Audubon Mammals.£11.00 

Battlechess Enhanced.£11.00 

Beauty and the Beast.£12.00 

Berlitz French.£79.00 

Berlitz German.£79.00 

Berlitz Spanish.£79.00 

Bible Library.£12.00 

Bibles and Religion.£7.50 

Big Green Disc.£12.00 

Body Works 3.0.£35.00 

Business Heaven.£9.00 

Business Master.£7.50 

CD Rom Deluxe Pack Mavis etc.£12.00 

Challenge Pack.£12.00 

Chaos Continued.£13.00 

CIA World Tour.£12.00 

CICA3Disc Set.£10.00 

C.l.T.Y. 2000.£10.00 

Cinemania.£28.00 

Clipart Extravaganza.£20.00 

Clipart Heaven 2.£16.00 

Clipart Warehouse.£7.50 

CNN Global.£20.00 

Color Clipart Library. £20.00 

Color Digital Photo - Premier £14.50 

Color Digital Photo - Space £14.50 

Color Digital Photo - Floral £14.50 

Color Digital Photo - Planes £14.50 

Color Digital Photo - Paramount.£14.50 

Color Digital Photo - Glamour £14.50 

Colossal Cookbook. £6.50 

Complete Bookshop.£7.50 


Complete House - Box.£17.95 

Composer Quest.£12.00 

Compton’s Interactive 2.0.£15.00 

Computer Reference Library.£7.00 

Cookbook Heaven.£9.00 

Corel Draw 3.0.£37.00 

Corel CD ROM Sampler.£6.00 

Corel Photo CD - Arctic.£23.00 

Corel Photo CD-Birds.£23.00 

Corel Photo CD - Insects.£23.00 

Corel Photo CD - Predators.£23.00 

Corel Photo CD - Reptiles.£23.00 

Corel Photo CD - Sunrises.£18.47 

Corel Photo CD - Waterfalls.£23.00 

Corel Photo CD - Wild Animals.£16.50 

Critical Path OEM.£13.50 

Cyberrace.£15.00 

Darkseed OEM.£14.00 

Day of the Tentacle.£14.00 

Deathstar Arcade Battles.£6.50 

Desktop Pub Dream Disk.£12.50 

Dictionaries & Language.£7.50 

Dinosaur/Space Adventure.£12.00 

Discoveries of the Deep.£23.00 

Dracula Unleashed.£25.00 

Dr Cliparts I.£7.50 

Dr Communication I.£7.50 

Dr Fonts for Windows.£7.50 

Dr Games I Windows.£7.50 

Dr Graphics.£7.50 

Dr Reference DOS I.£7.50 

Dr Shareware III.£7.50 

Dr Windows III.£7.50 

Dune.£14.00 

ECO Quest.£17.00 

Educational Platinum.£6.50 

Electricity & Magnetism.£23.00 

Electronic Library of Art & Lit.£17.00 

Encyclopedia of Sound I.£7.50 

Encyclopedia of Sound II.£7.50 

F15 Strike Eagle III.£12.00 

Family Doctor.£15.00 

Fatty Bear Birthday Suprise.£15.00 

Fatty Bear Fun Pack.£15.00 

Font Heaven.£9.00 

Fonts Elegance.£7.50 

Fonts Platinum.£6.50 


Food Analyst. 

Forever Growing Garden. 

Fractal Ecstasy - Box. 

Funny . 

Gabriel Knight w/o Box. 

Games Collection 
Games Master IV 

Games Platinum Windows. 

Gardening. 

Gifs Galore. 

Gifs Galaxy. 

Global Explorer . 

Great Cities of the World 1. 

Great Cities of the World 2. 

Great Literature Plus (Win) 

Great Wonders of the World. 

Grolier’s Encyclopedia., 

Guinness Disk of Records 
Hackers Chronicles II... 

Ham Radio. 

Heaven Series. 

Hell Cab. 

Home & Business Platinum. 

Home Designer DOS/Win 

Home Gardener. 

In The Company of Whales 

Inca. 

Indiana Jones & Atlantis 
Interactive Space Encyclopedia.. 

Iron Helix w/o Box. 

Jazz - A Multimedia History. 

Jokes and Pranks. 

Journeyman Proiect. 

Just Grandma & Me. 

Jutland. 

Key Clip Master Pro CD. 

Key Fonts Pro. 

KGB/CIA World Faetbook. 

King’s Quest VI 

Klotski (Polish Puzzles). 

Kodak Photo Access 

Language of the World. 

Lawnmower Man OEM. 

Learning Heaven 

Legend of Kyrandia OEM. 

Libris III. 

Loom OEM. 


.£ 10.00 

.£16.00 

.£23.00 

..£16.50 
..£ 12.00 
....£ 8.00 
....£7.50 
....£6.50 
....£7.50 
..£10.50 
..£15.00 
..£47.00 
..£ 12.00 
..£ 12.00 
..£33.00 
..£15.00 
..£16.00 
..£ 12.00 
..£17.50 
....£7.20 
...Each £9.00 
..£17.00 
....£7.00 
..£19.75 
..£19.75 
..£22.52 
..£15.00 
....£9.63 
..£32.00 
..£14.50 

.£26.00 

.£6.75 

..£ 10.00 
..£ 11.00 
..£19.00 
..£19.75 
..£19.75 
..£ 22.00 
..£ 10.00 
..£ 10.00 
..£ 12.00 
..£11.75 
..£ 11.00 
....£8.60 
..£ 11.00 
..£19.00 
.£7.50 


McMillan’s Diet, for Children.£15.00 

Mad Dog McCree OEM.£12.00 

Magic Chef.£7.75 

Mario is Missing.£18.00 

Mayo Clinic PC.£10.75 

Mega Movie Guide.£33.00 

Megarace.£11.00 

Microcosm.£12.00 

MS Bookshelf 1994.£28.50 

Microsoft Dinosaurs OEM.£21.75 

Microsoft Encarta OEM.£34.75 

Microsoft Golf.£17.00 

Midimaster Collection.£7.00 

Midnight Movie Madness.£28.75 

Mixed Up Mother Goose.£10.75 

MPC Wizard.£7.20 

Multi Bible.£35.00 

Multimedia Computer Tutor.£8.20 

Multimedia Platinum.£6.30 

Music Monster.£11.75 

Myst.£25.00 

National Geographic Mammals.£14.00 

Night Owl 13.£18.50 

Nova II.£17.75 

Nova III.£14.50 

Oceans Below OEM.£7.50 

Our Solar System.£7.20 

The Patrician - DOS.£28.50 

The Photo CD Workshop.£13.85 

PC Medic.£8.50 

PCSig13.£17.00 

Photo Access/Cache Accelerator.£15.00 

Prince Interactive.£26.76 

Publisher Platinum Vol. 1.£7.00 

Publish It Windows.£29.00 

Putt Putt Parade ....£11.00 

Rebel Assualt ....£18.50 

Redshfit. ....£35.00 

Renaissance Masters I.£11.25 

Renaissance Masters II.£11.25 

Return to Zork.£15.00 

Ruff’s Bone.£27.00 

Russian for Beginners.£35.00 


Secret Weapons of the Luftwaffe.£10.00 

Seventh Guest OEM.£9.00 

Shakespeare Study Guide.£15.00 

Shareware Heaven 3.£11.50 

Shareware Overload Trio.£11.75 

Sharks.£28.00 

Sherlock Holmes on Disc.£11.50 

Shuttle.£11.00 

Simtel September 1994.£8.25 

Sink or Swim.£9.00 

Software Vault 3 Disc Set.£13.85 

Solar Heaven.£8.50 

Space and Astronomy.£13.00 

Sports Best.£12.00 

Star Trek.£10.00 

Star Wars Chess OEM.£11.00 

Super Games for Windows VI.£5.00 

Technotools.£7.25 

TFXOEM.£14.25 

The Patrician.£32.00 

Time Desert Storm.£7.75 

Time Table Arts and Ents.£16.00 

Time Table Business.£16.00 

Time Table History.£16.00 

Toolworks Reference Library.£11.25 

Too Many Typefonts.£7.15 

Tornado Desert Storm.£13.00 

Tortoise and the Hare.£27.00 

Ultimate Windows Shareware.£9.95 

Utilities Platinum.£6.29 

Virtual 3D.£12.00 

Virtual Reality Starter Kit £29.50 

Walk Through and Fly By .£18.00 

Whales & Dolphins.. £15.00 

Where in the World is Carmen Sandieqo...£13.25 

Windoware. £7.20 

The Windows Collection.£6.29 

Windows Heaven.£10.50 

Windows Platinum.£6.29 

Wines of the World.£15.00 

World Cup USA.£27.00 

World Traveller Vol 1.£7.20 

X11R6CD Rom.£12.50 


DELIVERY, POST & PACKING £3.50 
(Regardless of quantity) COURIER DELIVERY £7.50 


SOFTWARE HOTLINE 0705 787588 - HARDWARE 0705 233088 


























































































































































































































■ QUICK REVIEWS 




daughter boards or any of the other 
muck some PCs can put in the way of the 
DIY owner. There are also two free 5.25in 
bays and an extra 3.5in bay for a hard 
drive, CD-Rom or other add-ons. 

The games player will have to budget 
for a certain amount of additional 
expense as there is no sound card and 
no CD-Rom drive in the basic model, 
but these machines seem aimed more at 
the office user than the gamer. 

Lotus applications bundled and pre¬ 
installed include 1-2-3 for Windows, 
AmiPro, Freelance Graphics, Approach 
database and Improv spreadsheet, so for 
home or small office uses the system is 
ready to go from the minute it is plugged 
in. Windows, PC-Dos 6.1 and Lotus 
Organizer complete the software bundle. 

Probably the MJN’s biggest weakness 
is the keyboard which is noisy, dicky 
and, though the industry standard size, 
manages to feel cramped because the 
casing stops so abruptly. Once used to 
the feel of it, 1 could type well enough, 
but the metallic clickiness of it got on 
my nerves after a while. 

As monitors go, the unit supplied is 
fine - a 14in low radiation model which 
stands up well to the Windows 800 x 
600 screen mode. There would be no 


YOU’D think that with DX2, DX4 and 
Pentium struggling to coax buyers away 
from the slower machines with promises 
of extra power, the old SX models would 
quietly disappear. Not so. 

Though slow compared to many 
machines these days, and incapable of 
running processor intensive software 
with comfort, the 486SX still represents 
a very cheap and effective way to jump 
on the PC bandwaggon. 

MJN’s offering, like its bigger brother, 
is a basic system with no sound card and 
no CD-Rom, but with a generous selec¬ 
tion of pre-installed Lotus software. Both 
machines share the same bundle and 
many other system elements, but the SX 
model running at 25MHz is obviously a 
lot slower. 

With 4Mb of ram and a 170Mb hard 
drive, the MJN machine has solid entry 
level specs, but again the dicky key¬ 
board can be a bit of a pain. In the 
486SX’s smaller desktop case three ISA 
slots are still free for future expansion, 
though, and thoughtful internal design 
again keeps them unobstructed. 

As with the DX2 machine, this one 


point in using a higher resolution on 
anything less than a 15in screen. 

Norton and other test indicators rate 
the 170Mb hard drive as an average 
unit, running in at 13ms access time 
and a transfer rate of 927k a second, but 
video speed is better. The 3dBench pro¬ 
gram reports a frame rate of 33.3 a sec¬ 
ond - easily fast enough to handle the 
most complex 3-D Dos game - and as 
there's a 66MHz CPU, games players 
should not be disappointed. 

Overall, as an entry level fast PC the 
tower cased 486DX2 is a solid starter. Its 
build gives the impression of reliability, 
if not chic looks, and though it has a 
dicky keyboard the machine would ren¬ 
der good service to most users. 

Stevie Kennedy 


Product 

486DX2-66 tower 

Price 

£879 plus VAT 

Supplier 

MJN Technology 

Phone 

0282 777555 

✓ 

Fast, good software, 
good upgrade options 

X 

Poor keyboard, no sound 
or CD-Rom on basic 
models 

cm] Verdict 



uses Cyrrus Logic video chips, so 
Windows speed is better than other 
entry level systems using Trident cards, 
but the SX architecture ensures that 
3-D games won’t run as fast as many 
games players would like. 

For small or home office use, the 
SX-25 is a good buy, as it has the same 
sturdy construction as the DX2 tower, a 
good all-round software bundle, and 
expansion capabilities via the P24T 
socket. Expansion is one route most 
buyers of this system would want to 
take quickly though - the software 
market is looking towards more power¬ 
ful machines for a standard and the SX 
chip has already been left behind. 

Stevie Kennedy 


Product 

MJN 486SX-25 desktop 

Price 

£699 plus VAT 

Supplier 

MJN Technology 

Phone 

0282 777555 

✓ . 

Sturdy, good software 

X 

Poor keyboard, too slow 
for some software 

am Verdict 



QUICKD[i@ 

MJN 486DX2-66 


THE new range of entry level 486 
machines from MJN Technology leads off 
with the flagship 66MHz model, a tower 
system which starts at £879 plus VAT. 
MJN are claiming that their new range 
represents “the best value in the busi¬ 
ness”, and the basic specifications for this 
system do make it good value for money. 

Crammed into a plain and fairly bulky 


tower case you’ll find eight full length 
slots - six of them free, two with local bus 
connectors - none of which is obscured 
by messy cables or wiring. Internal 
design is dean and tidy. 

Upgrading should be easy enough 
with this PC, as the SIMM slots and 
socket for the P24T Pentium upgrade 
chip can be got at without removing 


Fast and spacious but with a dicky keyboard 

MJN 486SX-25 


The SX is an old chip but still a decent entry level 
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QUICKDSS 

Mannesmann Tally T-WIN 

telex machine than a laser printer. The 
moulded plastic casing seems flimsy at 
first, but it’s tough enough for the job. 

A front flap lifts rather awkwardly to 
reveal the unit’s internals, but this does 
at least make it very easy to fit the 
process unit - a laser’s equivalent of 
the print head - and toner cartridge. 

Each toner cartridge will produce 
around 600 pages and costs just under 
£10, so copies work out incredibly 
cheap. Consumable costs have been 
kept down by separating the photosen¬ 
sitive process unit from the toner itself, 
which means most of the time you only 
have to add more toner rather than 
change the whole unit. 

The process unit will have to be 
replaced eventually, but the T-WIN is 
still about the cheapest laser I’ve ever 
seen in terms of maintenance if noth¬ 
ing else. If you print a lot of graphics 
the toner will run out a lot quicker, but 
this is only to be expected. 

Software supplied is easy to use and 
fairly well suited to the job. A Windows 
driver makes light work of printing 
tasks, and the T-WIN manager soft¬ 
ware uses a range of pictorial reports to 
indicate status, errors and so on. 
Beginners, who usually suffer heinous- 

Mannesmann Tally T2016 

DOT matrix printers have taken a back 
seat since the cheap bubblejets started 
to appear, but they continue to offer 
several advantages which no other type 
can match. Low cost is the obvious one, 
but when it comes to programmers, 
authors and small business users, the 
poor old dot matrix can still be a good 
buy. 

Mannesmann’s T2016 is a bog stan¬ 
dard 9-pin model which doesn’t pre¬ 
tend to do anything other than offer 
decent facilities on the cheap. However, 
in common with most dot matrixes it 
offers a continuous paper facility which 
can be invaluable. 

Lasers and bubblejets are designed 
with best quality output in mind, but if 
you’re an author or programmer and 
you have 10,000 words to print so you 
can read them over for mistakes, a dot 
matrix and a wad of fanfold paper are a 
godsend. 

The T2016 has both bottom and top 
feed continuous paper options, and 
with its draft speed of 160 characters a 
second - not blistering, but not bad - it 
The T2016 dot matrix is an economical option for simple output can knock out a rough of a huge docu- 



MARKETED as a page printer, the T- 
WIN is a low cost laser printer 
designed to meet home and business 
needs without breaking the bank. It 
offers the sort of facilities you would 
have found only in offices not so long 
ago, and at a price to suit the better 
heeled home user down to the ground. 

For £349 you get a basic 300dpi 


model capable of up to four pages a 
minute from a feeder tray holding as 
much as 100 sheets - ideal spec for the 
small business user. With prices like 
this, the bubblejet manufacturers will 
have to take a long look over their 
shoulders. 

Physically, the T-WIN is an ugly lit¬ 
tle spud, and looks more like an old 


The Mannesmann Tally T-WIN is an attractive package for home users 



ly at the hands of printers, should find 
Uttle to frighten them here. 

For example, if there is a paper feed 
jam, the printer manager, which usurps 
the usual Windows manager, will dis¬ 
play a graphic of the printer and a 
crumpled piece of paper with the advice 
Remove paper. Okay, a basic example, 
but the ease with which the print man¬ 
ager and its options can be mastered by 
novices is a definite plus point. 

A well detailed manual complete 
with its own troubleshooting sections 
and tutorials on using the printer tops 
off what is a very attractive package for 
the home user. If you are looking to 
upgrade from dot matrix and the bub¬ 
blejets seem the only choice, stop and 
think about T-WIN. It could be right 
up your street. 

Stevie Kennedy 


Product 

Mannesmann Tally 

T-WIN 

Price 

£349 

Supplier 

Citigate Technology 

Phone 

0604 232223 

✓ 

Affordable quality 
printing 

X 

Flimsy case 

am Verdict 

★★★★★☆ 


ment or listing much quicker and 
cheaper than a better quality printer. 

For tasks which require better pre¬ 
sentation, the 9-pin dot matrix is still 
not much better than a portable type¬ 
writer, but for £109 who’s complaining? 
There’s no software to worry about 
with this model, and the standard 
Windows Epson FX-80 driver does the 
job weU enough. 

If you need printed output and you 
don’t have the money or the require¬ 
ments for a more expensive bubblejet 
or 24-pin, the T2016 is a solid unit in 
the usual mould. Be advised, though, 
that £50 extra will get you a more versa¬ 
tile 24-pin unit. 

Stevie Kennedy 


Product 

Mannesmann Tally 

T2016 

Price 

£109 

Supplier 

Citigate Technology 

Phone 

0604 232223 

✓ 

Cheap and cheerful, 
fanfold option 

X 

9-pin, noisy, low quality 

CDS Verdict 
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Magic Theatre 
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You can draw your own stories 
using the basic paint package 


SHHH. Be quiet, it’s about to start. Oi, 
you at the back will you be quiet please. 
Thank you. Ladies and gentlemen, boys 
and girls prepare to be stunned 
and amazed by my first ever full pro¬ 
duction, a PC adaptation of Jurassic 
Park produced using Knowledge 
Adventure’s Magic Theatre. 

I’m sure, although I’ve no proof to 
back this up, budding film makers the 
world over have picked up the film bug 
by creating movies of the mind with 
fuzzy felt and the like. Steven Spielberg 
himself probably got started by pasting 
free stickers from Kellogg’s Cornflakes 
on to back-of-the-box scenes. Maybe. 

Magic Theatre takes that age-old idea 
and brings it bang up to date. Aimed at 
the six and upwards age group, the 
package comprises a set of backdrops, 
some static shapes to slap on top of 
those and a collection of animated crea- 


Choose from a selection of 80 
semi-animated characters 

tures and figures with which to portray 
the action. 

These animated pieces are placed on 
to the background using the mouse, 
and by holding down the left button 
and moving the mouse around you can 


set a path. When you come to view 
your production later the program 
plays them back in the order they were 
laid down. 

So for example you could choose to 
have a mouse run across the screen, 
from left to right, followed immediately 
by a cat. Sadly, only one character can 
be animated at a time. 

Soundwise, a variety of tunes and 
effects is provided, but you can only 
have one or the other running at the 
same time. A microphone is also 
included and this allows children to 
record their own narration or sound¬ 
track as the animation plays - a nice 
touch. 

The program takes up a minimum 
of 13Mb or an unreasonably large 
20Mb if you choose to install a few 
extra backdrops and such like, and 
takes a ridiculous amount of time to 
unpack from the five floppies. Insert 
disk 1 and go shopping, it will just 
about be ready for disk 2 by the time 
you get back. 

Although the idea’s good, the imple¬ 
mentation is poor and the whole 


thing’s a long way short of what’s pos¬ 
sible using the PC. The animated char¬ 
acters are, to be frank, pretty naff. 
Some aren’t even animated and just get 
dragged from left to right, some just 
flash in various colours and there just 
aren’t enough different or interesting 
examples. Nor indeed, while I’m on the 
subject, are there a great deal of stun¬ 
ning backgrounds or static characters. 

OK, there is a mini paint program 
which allows some very basic new ones 
to be created but to be perfectly honest, 
taking up 20Mb and costing £50 I’d 
expect a lot more. The most magic 
thing about Magic Theatre is how they 
managed to cram so little into so much 
space. 

Wayne Williams 


Product 

Magic Theatre 

Price 

£50.83 

Supplier 

Guildsoft 

Telephone 

0752 895100 

✓ 

Nice idea... 

X 

Not brilliantly 
implemented 

rai Verdict 




Unfortunately, you can’t scale the various figures to the right size 



Add an animation, in this case a fairy, 
and record a voice over. Simple 


THIRTY-SECOND THEATRE 


Take one, erm, interesting background. 
In this case a field full of hay bales 


Add some rather surreal extras, like 
eyes on the hay bales and a half moon 
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Cyrix 486DX2 CPU upgrade kits 


THINGS move fast in computers. All 
except my old 386 DX 33MHz machine, 
which although fast for 1989 is less than 
acceptable in the multimedia ’90s. Td 
been overtaken by time, and that was 
why almost all the software I ran was 
running at less than peak performance. 

My video card was rated a lamenta¬ 
ble 44 per cent of optimum according 
to the 7th Guest and Under a Killing 
Moon install programs, and so graphics 
were slow, bringing any synchronised 
sound down in a big crumpled heap on 
top of it. There was nothing for it but to 
add a Cyrix upgrade chip. 

Well, I say nothing for it, but there 
are other options. I could replace the 
old motherboard with a more up to 
date one. Okay so we’re talking £250 to 
£300 for that one, possibly more for 
really stonking Pentium performance. 

The other option was to buy a faster 
graphics card, but that really shouldn’t 
make too much difference, and the 


kinds of cards you can get which give 
good graphics speed in both Dos and 
Windows are really quite expensive. No 
the upgrade chip is the cheapest option, 
and by all accounts the simplest to 
implement. 

Open the box 

INSIDE the box is the chip itself, a very 
unassuming little processor not unlike 
the 386 in my machine, a pair of levers to 
pull the old chip out, an installation and 
diagnostic disk, a self adhesive heat sink, 
and a well written and laid out manual. 

I know, it raises the hackles to open 
up your PC and start pulling chips, but 
it’s really not as bad as you might think. 
I’m always terrified of making any 
mods to my system board myself, pre¬ 
ferring wherever possible to get a little 
man round to do it for me. 

In fact installing the chip was sim¬ 
plicity itself Pull the 386 processor with 
the supplied tools, insert the new chip, 
plug everything back in, close the lid 
and turn on. 

Although some chipsets object to the 
Cyrix CPUs, in around 95 per cent of 
cases the system should boot first time. 
With the awful Chips 8c Technologies 
chipset for example, which gives out a 
really dirty clock signal, you might have 
to apply to Cyrix for a special socket 
which sorts that out. 

The chip extraction tools are very 


good in this set, far more positive and 
safer than using the end of a flat blade 
screwdriver, like I usually use. 

Extraction was painless, and the chip 
insertion went without a hitch. All that 
remained was to remove the backing 
from the self adhesive strip on the back 
of the heat sink and stick it to the chip. 
Having booted up you run the install 
disk, and the Cyrix cache utility installs 
and runs itself 

Take the money 

AS an upgrade option this chip is hard 
to beat. I’ve taken a shabby old 386DX 
33MHz computer and turned into near 
as damn it a 486 66MHz machine. Okay 
so the maths co-processor is still the 
cheesy old 387, but it gets you most of 
the way there. 

Performance bonuses are really very 
obvious, especially things which previ¬ 
ously used to make the machine choke, 
like Video for Windows AVI files. There 
have been a couple of video sequences 
I’ve tried to run in the past, particularly 
music videos, which rely on correct tim¬ 
ing. These were unwatchable on the old 
386, but are now smooth enough to not 
only watch but enjoy on the new sys¬ 
tem. 

The 7th Guest install program says 
my video performance has risen to 66 
per cent of optimum, which improves 
the speed of the transitions to almost 


silky smoothness, although the lips of 
the video characters still don’t quite 
sync with the dialogue. 

This may mean that to get FMV with 
a non-MPEG equipped machine you 
have to be packing a Pentium, which 
sadly the Cyrix upgrade can’t give you. 
What it can give you is a near state-of- 
the-art machine, and allow you to enjoy 
a lot of multimedia which was previous¬ 
ly closed to you. 

So a big thumbs up for the Cyrix 
upgrade. It’s simple to install and 
improves your computer’s performance 
by, let’s say a factor of about 80 per cent 
for most things. If you have a 386 
machine, this is definitely the way to go 
to bring yourself kicking and screaming 
into the recent past, rather than the pre¬ 
sent. Now if only they could come up 
with a cheap way of owning a Pentium 
or a RISC processor, we really would be 
talking. 

Phil South 


Product 

386-486 clock doubler 
CPU upgrade 

Price 

XXXXXXX 

Supplier 

Cyrix International 

Phone 

0793 417772 

✓ 

Vast improvement in 
performance, easy to fit 

X 

Doesn’t solve all 
problems 

Eflil Verdict 

★★★★★☆ 


Thank you! 

MANY thanks to Cyrix 
International for their help in 
preparing this review, especially 
Jennifer Perry, Kelly Van Der Hey, 
Phil Sidal, and with particular 
thanks to Pete Farrow for doing 
much better than answer all my 
lame technical queries. 
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DOOM 2 

33.99 


CHAMPIONSHIP 
MANAGER 93/94 
+DATA DISK 
CHAMP. MGR COLL 

13.99 


X -WING 

28.99 


PGA GOLF, INDY 500 
ADVANTAGE TENNIS 
& EURO CHAMPS ‘92 
SPORTS MASTERS 

11.99 


TIE FIGHTER 

29.99 


! IMPOMTAMT • PLiASe NOTE 

IC = CGA (Colour Graphics Adaptor) 

Ie = EGA (Enhanced Graphics Adaptor) 
!v = VGA (Video Graphics Array) 

ISV = Super VGA 256C = 256 colour 
!•= NEW Item 

1286/386 = Min machine requirement 
I MB = Minimum requirement of RAM 
I HD = High Density Disks 
1 DUAL = 3.5" & 5.25" disks included 


PC EDUCATION 


LEMMINGS 2 H/D V/286 .9.99 

LORDS OF THE REALM V/386* .23.99 

LOST VIKINGS V/256C/386 .20.99 ADI GCSE FRENCH PACK (14-16 YEARS). 

MASTER OF MAGIC V/386 • .28.49 DOUBLE AGE GROUP PACK.23.99 


PC GAMES 3.5” DISKS 

FOR A FULL SELECTION PLEASE ASK 
FOR OUR FREE 16-PAGE CATALOGUE 

A-TRAIN EA//386 .10.99 

A320 AIRBUS (USA) V/256C/386 .14.99 

ACROSS THE RHINE V/386 •.28.49 

AL-QADIM: GENIE’S CURSE V/256C/386 •...23.99 
ALONE IN THE DARK H/D V/256C/386 ...16.99 
AWARD WINNERS GOLD 
(SENSIBLE SOCCER, ELITE, ZOOL, 

JIMMY WHITES SNOOKER) V/386 .23.49 

BATTLE ISLE 2 V/386 .23.99 

BENEATH A STEEL SKY V/386.25.99 SIM CITY DELUXE 

BODY BLOWS H/D V/SV/286.11.99 (SIM CITY, FUTURE CITIES & 

CANNON FODDER V/386 .23.49 TERRAIN EDITOR) E/V/286 .15.91 


SPACE FEDERATION V/386 • .25.99 

SPACE LEGENDS 

(WING COMMANDER, MEGATRAVELLER, 

ELITE PLUS) H/D E/V/286 .11.99 

COLONIZATION V/386/4MB •.28.49 SPACE QUEST 3 E/V/386 •.12.99 

DESERT STRIKE V/386 .21.49 SPEAR OF DESTINY V/256C/386.11.49 


CHAMPIONSHIP MANAGER 93/94 V/386 ... 
CHAMPIONSHIP MANAGER COLLECTION 

(93/94 + UPDATE DISK) V/386 .1 

CIVILISATION E/V/286... 


MASTERS OF ORION V/386/2MB.28.49 

MONOPOLY E/V/286 .22.49 

ON THE BALL - WORLD CUP EDITION V/386 • 21.49 

OUT POST V/256C/486 •.25.99 

OVERLORD V/486 .28.49 

PACIFIC AIR WAR - 1942 V/386/2MB .28.49 

PINBALL DREAMS 2 V/386 • .14.99 

PLANET FOOTBALL V/386 • .24.99 

POLICE QUEST 3 E/V/386 • .12.99 

POPULOUS 2 V/286.11.99 

PREMIER MANAGER 2 V/386 .7.99 

PROJECT X V/386 •.15.99 

RAILROAD TYCOON EA//286 .7.99 

REACH FOR THE SKIES V/286.11.99 

RYDER CUP V/386/2MB.12.49 

SAM & MAX HIT THE ROAD V/386/2MB ...27.49 
SECRET OF MONKEY ISLAND H/D V/256C/286 12.49 

SENSIBLE SOCCER V/256C/286.11.99 

SENSIBLE SOCCER - INTL EDITION V/386 15.49 

SETTLERS E/V/286 .23.99 BBC GARDENERS WORLD 3D 

S,M CITY 2000 SV/386/4MB .25.99 GARDEN DESIGNER ..5.99 

SIM CITY 2000 SCENARIOS VOL 1 • .11.99 MICROSOFT MONEY ACCOUNTS .37.49 

MICROSOFT WORKS V. 3 FOR DOS 
POWERFUL BUSINESS TOOL INCLUDING 
A DATABASE, SPREADSHEETS AND 

WORD PROCESSOR E/286/HD .111.99 

MS-DOS 6.22 UPGRADE .49.99 

VIRUS KILLER PROFESSIONAL • .19.99 

VISUAL BASIC FOR WINDOWS - 
THE MOST POPULAR PROGRAMMING 
LANGUAGE FOR THE PC, CREATE YOUR 
OWN PROGRAMS WIN/V/386/4MB/HD •.114.99 


ADI GCSE MATHS PACK (14-16 YEARS). 

DOUBLE AGE GROUP PACK.23.99 

FUN SCHOOL 4 (2-5 YRS) C/E/V .17.99 

FUN SCHOOL 4 (5-7 YRS) C/E/V .17.99 

FUN SCHOOL 4 (7+ YRS) C/EA/ .17.99 

NODDY’S BIG ADVENTURE. 

SEQUEL TO THE POPULAR NODDY’S 

PLAYTIME SERIES V256/286/640K • .22.99 

NODDY’S PLAYTIME. SUPERB NODDY 
THEMED EDUCATIONAL ADVENTURE. SUITS 
AGES 3+ E/V256/286/640K.22.99 

PC APPLICATIONS 

AFTER DARK SCREENSAVER V/286 • ...34.99 
AUTOROUTE EXPRESS FOR DOS 
DETAILED MAP SYSTEM E/286/HD.69.99 


DOOM (GAME OF THE YEAR) V/386/4MB 24.99 

DOOM DATA DISK VOL 1 V/386/4MB •.9.99 

DOOM DATA DISK VOL 2 V/386/4MB •.9.99 

(ORIGINAL DOOM REQUIRED FOR DATA DISKS) 

DOOM 2 - HELL ON EARTH V/386/4MB ...33.99 
DUNE 2 - BATTLE FOR ARRAKIS H/D V/286 15.49 

DUNGEON MASTER 2 V/386/2MB •.28.49 

ELITE 2 (FRONTIER) H/D EA//386/2MB/NDS 19.99 sUb"wTr1o50 V/386 

4-r 0,5 2050 DATA DISK • .14.99 


SPEEDBALL 2 V/286 .8.99 

SPORTS MASTERS 

(PGA GOLF, INDY 500, ADVANTAGE 

TENNIS, EUROPEAN 

CHAMPIONSHIP’S 1992) E/V/386.11.99 

STAR TREK - 25TH ANNIVERSARY 
E/V/256C/286.17.99 


FIELDS OF GLORY V/256C/386/2MB .17.99 

FIFA INTERNATIONAL SOCCER V/386 • 25.99 


FLIGHT SIM TOOL KIT - 
WORLD WAR 2 (WINDOWS V3) V/386 

FORMULA 1 GRAND PRIX V/286/1MB.27.99 

GOAL V/286 .7.99 

GRAHAM GOOCH WORLD 

CLASS CRICKET H/D V/286 .21.99 

HEXX V/386*.17.99 


THE GREATEST 
(SHUTTLE, LURE OF THE 
,12.99 TEMPTRESS, DUNE) E/V/386 .14.95 


INDY CAR RACING H/D V/386/2MB.. 
INDY CAR RACING TRACK 

DATA DISK H/D V/386/2MB •. 

INFERNO V/486/4MB •. 

JUNGLE STRIKE V/386 . 

JURASSIC PARK H/D V/386/2MB. 

KICK OFF 3 V/386 • . 

KINGPIN V/386 • . 

LEATHER GODDESSES OF 
PHOBOS 2 E/V/286 . 


THE HORDE V/386 •.25.99 

THEME PARK V/386/4MB .29.99 

TIE FIGHTER V/486/4MB •.29.99 

TORNADO V/386/1MB.25.99 

UFO - ENEMY UNKNOWN V/386/4MB.27.99 

19.99 ULTIMA 8 - PAGAN V/386/4MB.30.99 

WORLD CUP USA 94 V/386 •.21.99 

..13.95 


WORLD CUP YEAR 94 
(GOAL, CHAMPIONSHIP MANAGER 94 + 

DATA DISK, STRIKER, 

SENSIBLE SOCCER) V/386 .23.49 

X-WING H/D V/256C/386.28.99 

X-WING DATA DISK (B-WING) .16.49 

11 99 X-WING DATA DISK (IMPERIAL PURSUIT)15.49 GABRIEL KNIGHT V/256C/386/4MB 


...28.49 

...21.49 

...12.99 

...19.49 

...12.99 


WINDOWS 3.1 (MICROSOFT) •.86.99 

PC CD ROM GAMES 

RATED 18? WE HAVE RULES - PLEASE ASK 

11TH HOUR (SEQUEL TO 7TH GUEST) 

(RATED 18) V/256C/486/4MB . 36.99 

BATTLE ISLE 2 V/386/4MB . 28 99 

BENEATH A STEEL SKY V/256C/386 . 27.99 

BUZZ ALDRIN’S - RACE INTO SPACE 

V/386/4MB* . 27.99 

CASE OF THE CAUTIOUS CONDOR V/256C/286 29.99 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE V/256C/386/2MB • . . 27.99 
CIVILISATION & RAILROAD 

TYCOON EA//286 • .20.99 

DARK LEGIONS V/256C/386 . ...23.99 

DESERT STRIKE • .21.99 

DUNGEON MASTER 2 V/386/2MB • - 30.99 

ELITE 2 EA//386/2MB/NDS.19.99 

FI (DOMARK) V/386 • . 20.99 

FABLES AND FIENDS 2 V/386/2MB . 30.99 

FALCON GOLD V/386/4MB • . 28.49 

FIFA INTERNATIONAL SOCCER V/386 • 28.49 
FORMULA 1 GRAND PRIX & DAVID 
LEADBETTERS GOLF V/286/1 MB • ... 


20.99 

..28.99 


OUTPOST UNDER A KILLING MOON 

31.99 36.99 

GREMLIN COMPILATION VOL 1 V/386 • 

(ZOOL, LOTUS 3, NIGEL MANSELL’S) 16.99 

GUNSHIP 2000 + ISLANDS & 

ICE DATA DISK V/286 • .. 20.99 

HEIMDALL 2 - BANE OF ASGARD V/386/2MB •. . .23.99 
INDY 500 & WING COMMANDER V/256C/386 •.. .14.99 

INFERNO V/486/4MB • . 33.99 

INTERPLAY TENTH ANNIVERSARY 
ANTHOLOGY (OUT OF THIS WORLD, STAR 
TREK - 25TH ANNIVERSARY, CASTLES. LORD 
OF THE RINGS. BATTLECHESS. DRAGON 
WARS, WASTELAND. BARD’S TALE, 

TASS TIMES, MINDSHADOW) V/286 . 33.99 

JUNGLE STRIKE V/386 • . 21.99 

KINGPIN V/386 • . 12.99 

LATE NIGHT SEXY TV SHOW 

(RATED 18) V/256C/386 . 26.99 

LEISURE SUIT LARRY 6 V/256C/386/2MB .. .26.49 
LEISURE SUIT LARRY COLLECTION 

(VERSIONS 1 TO 5) • . 28.99 

LHX ATTACK CHOPPER & BIRDS 

OF PREY V/386* . 14 99 

MAN UTD PREMIER LEAGUE CHAMPS V/386 • 19.99 

MICROSOFT GOLF V/256C/386 . 33.99 

MYST (WINDOWS) V/486/4MB * .37.49 

OUT POST V/256C/486 .31.99 

PRIVATEER V/256C/386/4MB .32.99 

QUEST & FUN 

(RED BARON, LEISURE SUIT LARRY 5, 

KINGS QUEST 5) V/386 * . 21.99 

REBEL ASSAULT V/256C/386/4MB.29.99 

ROBOCOP 3 & DUNE EV/286 * . 14.99 

SAGA OF ACES 

(RED BARON + D/D. ACES OF THE PACIFIC + 

D/D, ACES OVER EUROPE) V/386/2MB * . 28.99 

SAM & MAX HIT THE ROAD V/256C/386/4MB 31.99 
SIMON THE SORCERER H/D V/256C/386 * 26.49 
SPACESHIP WARLOCK V/256C/386/4MB 21.99 

SSN SEAWOLF V/386/4MB * . 32.99 

STAR TREK 2 - JUDGEMENT RITES 

V/256C/386* . 30.99 

SUB WAR 2050 V/256C/386 . 28.99 

SUPER ARCADE GAMES CD. 

OVER 100 OF THE BEST ARCADE GAMES 

ON ONE COLLECTION CD. V/386 * .19.99 

SYNDICATE V/256C/386/4MB . 33.49 

TELSTAR DOUBLE PACK - 

7TH GUEST AND DUNE V/256C/486 . 33.99 

TFX V/256C/386/4MB . 33.49 

THE HORDE V/386 •.28.49 

THEME PARK V/386/4MB * .29.99 

TRANCE MISSION V/386 * . 33.99 

UFO - ENEMY UNKNOWN V/386/4MB.29.99 

ULTIMATE FOOTBALL V/386 * . 28 99 

UNDER A KILLING MOON V/256C/386 ...36.99 

UNIVERSE V/386 * . 23.99 

WILD BLUE YONDER V/386/4MB * . 30.99 

WING COMMANDER AND ULTIMA 6 

V/256C/386 . 11.99 

WORLD CUP USA 94 V/386 •.22.49 


PC JOYSTICKS 


' CH FLIGHT STICK 
^ ANALOGUE 15 PIN 

34.99 

HAWK JUNIOR 
AUTOFIRE, 
AUTO CENTER 
15 PIN 

9.99 

B QUICKSHOT 201 
B SUPER WARRIOR 5 
B ANALOGUE, 15 PIN 
B 14.99 

PC OPTIX 
OPTICAL,DIGITAL 
OR ANALOGUE 
I SWITCHABLE 15PIN 
26.99 
I|QUICKSH0T123 
WARRIOR 5 
ANALOGUE 15 PIN 
» 11.99 

CH FLIGHTSTICK 
PRO ANALOGUE 
4 FIRE BUTTONS 
THROTTLE CONT’L 
BUILT-IN MINI 
JOYSTICK 
I 59.99 

SAITEK MEGAGRIP 3 
J ANALOGUE, 
MaUTOFIRE15PIN 

112.99 

SUNCOM FX200() 
ANALOGUE, 
AUTOFIRE, 15 PIN. 
WITH SWITCHABLE 
FIRE BUTTONS 

24.99 

*1 SAITEK MEGASTICK 3 
15 PIN 


PHASE 9 PHANTOM 2 
DIGITAL JOYPAD WITH 
AUTOFIRE AND SLOW 
MOTION. 15 PIN 15.99 

GRAVIS ADVANCED 
GAMEPAD . 15 PIN 
21.99 







PRINTERS & MONITORS 

FREE PRINTER LEAD WITH EVERY PRINTER 
CITIZEN ABC PRINTER 
WITH COLOUR KIT 

24 PIN, 80 COLUMN, 192CPS/64LQ, 

5LQ/1 DRAFT FONT, FREE EASYSTART 
SOFTWARE. 2 YEAR WARRANTY. 

FREE WATCH WORTH £35.99 
FOR A LIMITED PERIOD .156.99 

CANON BJ10-SX BUBBLE JET PRINTER 

64 NOZZLE, 80 COLUMN. 110LQ CPS 2LQ/3 DRAFT FONT, 

1 YEAR WARRANTY, SMALL. QUIET, HIGH QUALITY ...185.99 

CITIZEN SWIFT 200C PRINTER WITH COLOUR KIT 
24 PIN, 80 COLUMN, 216CPS/72LQ 6 LQ/1 DRAFT FONT, 

AUTO SET FACILITY, INPUT DATA BUFFER, AUTO PAPER 
LOADING, ENVELOPE PRINTING. 2 YEAR WARRANTY.184.99 

STAR SJ144 COLOUR THERMAL PRINTER 

LASER QUALITY, 3 PPM MONO, 1.4 PPM COLOUR, 

360x360 DPI RES, 8 RESIDENT FONTS, 15 TRUE-TYPE 
FONTS ON PC DISK. 1 YEAR WARRANTY .349.99 

STAR WINTYPE 400 LASER PRINTER 

4 PAGES PER MINUTE, 300 x 300DPI RESOLUTION 
(SMOOTHS TO 600 DPI), 14 RESIDENT FONTS (8 SCALABLE) 

& 35 TRUE-TYPE FONTS ON DISK. DUAL PAPER FEED, 
DRIVER SOFTWARE. 1 YEAR WARRANTY .394.S 


MICROVITEC 1438 MULTI-SYNC MONITOR 
COMPLETE WITH STEREO SPEAKERS 
0.28 DOT PITCH RESOLUTION 
15 PIN RGB DIN PLUG 
SUITS ALL SCREEN MODES TO SVGA 
1 YEAR WARRANTY .304.99 



CD ROM DRIVES 

PANASONIC CR562B 
INTERNAL CD ROM DRIVE ...137.99 

SLOTS INTO SPARE DRIVE BAY OF PC TO 
RUN CD ROM SOFTWARE. HIGH SPEED tmw LOWER PRICE 

320MSEC ACCESS, 300KB/SEC DOUBLE -- 

SPEED DATA TRANSFER, CD ROM XA & MULTISESSION 
COMPATIBLE. 5.25” HALF HEIGHT DESIGN. MOTORISED TRAY 
LOADING, KIT COMPLETE INCLUDING INTERFACE, EASY TO 
INSTALL, CONNECTS DIRECTLY TO SOUNDBLASTER 16 VALUE 
SOUND CARD PROVIDING FULL MPC COMPLIANCE. 

SONY CDU33A033 
INTERNAL CD ROM DRIVE .129.99 

SLOTS INTO SPARE DRIVE BAY OF PC TO RUN CD ROM 
SOFTWARE. HIGH SPEED 320MSEC ACCESS, 300KB/SEC 
DOUBLESPEED DATA TRANSFER, CD ROM XA, MULTISESSION 
AND KODAK CD COMPATIBLE. 5.25” HALF HEIGHT DESIGN. 
MOTORISED TRAY LOADING, KIT COMPLETE INCLUDING 
INTERFACE. EASY TO INSTALL, 

COAST INTERNAL CD ROM DRIVE .109.99 

SLOTS INTO SPARE DRIVE BAY OF PC TO RUN CD ROM 
SOFTWARE. HIGH SPEED 320MSEC ACCESS, 300KB/SEC 
DOUBLESPEED DATA TRANSFER, CD ROM XA, MULTISESSION 
AND KODAK CD COMPATIBLE. 5.25” HALF HEIGHT DESIGN. 
MOTORISED TRAY LOADING, KIT COMPLETE INCLUDING 
INTERFACE, EASY TO INSTALL. 


SPECIAL RESERVE DISKS 
BRITISH MADE ERROR FREE DISKS 
10 SPECIAL RESERVE HD 3.5” DISKS 
WITH LABELS AND FREE PLASTIC 

FLIP TOP BOX .7.99 

50 SPECIAL RESERVE HD 3.5” DISKS 
WITH LABELS .22.99 


EKLIPSE MOUSE FOR PC 
290-2900 DPI VARIABLE, 

3 BUTTON 
9.99 


MEWWWjW«tlHARD DRIVES FOR PC 

20MB, 128K CACHE .199.99 

WESTERN DIGITAL INTERNAL IDE, HIGH SPEED 3.5" 

DRIVE, 1"HIGH, 12 MS ACCESS TIME, 3 YEAR WARRANTY 

250MB, 64K CACHE.159.99 

INTERNAL IDE HIGH SPEED 3.5” DRIVE, 1” HIGH, 

15MS ACCESS TIME. 1 YEAR WARRANTY. 

EASY TO INSTALL, SUPPLIED WITH FITTING INSTRUCTIONS 
PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND CARRIAGE (UK MAINLAND ONLY) 


SOUND & GAMES CARDS 

PC SOUND EXPERIENCE V2 SOUND BOARD 

WITH INBUILT 15 PIN JOYSTICK PORT, MIDI INTERFACE, 

CD AUDIO INPUT SOCKETS AND UTILITY SOFTWARE. 

1 YEAR WARRANTY.39.99 

SOUND BLASTER V.2 SOUND BOARD 

WITH INBUILT ANALOGUE (15 PIN) JOYSTICK PORT, 

MIDI INTERFACE AND CD AUDIO INPUT SOCKETS. 

WITH LEMMINGS, INDY 500, ORGAN AND 

TALKING PARROT. 1 YEAR WARRANTY.55.99 

SOUND BLASTER 16 VALUE PACK 

16 BIT STEREO SOUND CARD , SAMPLING AND PLAYBACK 

FROM 4 TO 44.1 KHZ, COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF UTILITIES 

TO EDIT, MIX, RECORD AND PLAYBACK.89.99 

GRAVIS ULTRASOUND 16 BIT SOUND CARD 
COMPATIBLE WITH ADLIB AND SOUNDBLASTER. 

CD QUALITY SOUND, 3D HOLOGRAPHIC SOUND CAPABILITY, 
FULL MIDI SUPPORT, WINDOWS SUPPORT, JOYSTICK PORT, 4 

SOUND UTILITIES, 386 OR 486 .132.99 

QUICKSHOT 163 SMART GAMES CARD 

FOR PC 386/486 MODELS. 2 X 15 PIN JOYSTICK 

PORTS. AUTOMATIC CLOCK SPEED DETECTION AND 

SELECTION, HOT KEY PROGRAM FOR CLOCK 

SPEED TUNING, SOFTWARE SELECTABLE.11.99 


SPECIAL RESERVE 

HEAVY dlsciMinfs . < 

HUGE range 

FREE -16 poge cot^r iota 

0279 600204 


HUGE range of hardware, software, 
books, peripherals and leads for 
PC, CD Rom, Amiga, CD32, Sega, 
Nintendo, Atari, Apple, Sony, Philips 
and 3DO. All official UK products, all 
at HEAVILY discounted prices 

Order by post, or by phone or come to one of the Special Reserve 

CLUB SHOPS OPEN 10am to 8pm SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

CHELMSFORD - 43 Broomfield Rd around the corner from the bus station 
SAWBRIDGEWORTH - The Meltings 200 yards from the train station 

Over 200,000 people have joined Special Reserve 





ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND CARRIAGE 


CD32 SPECTACULAR VOYAGE .. .250. 


ATARI JAGUAR CYBERMORPH .. .213.99 


PH^ CD! 450 MT TENNIS ...279.99 


TOTAL KUPSE ...385.99 


GAME GEAR t FIVE GAMES . 


COMING SOON - BUILD YOUR OWN PC 


WE ONLY SUPPLY MEMBERS BUT YOU CAN ORDER AS YOU JOIN 

Members receive our 48-page Colour Club Magazine bi-monthly 
Each issue reviews a selection from our extensive range and includes 
at least £30 worth of coupons for additional savings on top products 
Members are under no obligation to buy anything 



MEMBERSHIP FEES 

SIX MONTHS TRIAL 

ONE YEAR 


UK 

4.00 

7.00 


EC 

6.00 

9.00 


WORLD 

7.00 

1100 


ONE YEAR PRICE INCLUDES SIX ISSUES OF THE SPECIAL RESERVE MAGAZINE WITH £180 OF XS COUPONS 

Credit Card Sales 0279 600204 10am to 8pm Daily 

All prices include VAT and 2-3 working day carriage to UK mainland 
Software and peripherals are sent by post, hardware by White Arrow 
Allow one or two days for processing and despatch of stock items 
All items are individually despatched and may not arrive together 
An order confirmation/despatch advice/VAT receipt will follow 
Hardware items (battery or mains) are only supplied to the UK mainland 
Overseas orders must be paid by credit card (no hardware sold overseas) 
Overseas surcharge £2.00 per software item or 25% on other items 


(BLOCK CAPITALS please) 

Name & Address_ 


LOOK 


Postcode 


If PC please state DISK or CD ROM 


Phone No_Machine_ 

Enter membership number (if applicable) or 

NEW MEMBERSHIP FEE (ANNUAL UK 7.00) 


itpm 


item 


item 


item 


item 


Please use this box to add any optional fast delivery charge 
1st Class Post 40d per posted item or £10 overnight hardware 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE UK POSTAGE & VAT 

Cheque/P.O./Access/Mastercard/SwitchA/isa 


CREDIT CARD 
EXPIRY DATE _ 


SWITCH 
_(ISSUE NO_ 


Cheques payable to: SPECIAL RESERVE at 

P.O. BOX 847, HARLOW, CM21 9PH 

or FAX a credit card order on 0279 726842 

Inevitably some games listed may not yet be available. Please phone sales to check 
availability before ordering. We reserve the right to change prices and offers \without prior 
notification. PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO r”"'”''-- 


3 PRESS. 23.9.94 E .& O.E. 


Inter-Mediates Ltd, 2 South Block, The Mailings, Sawbridgeworth, Herts. CM21 9PG. 


SAVE £2.00 

NEW MEMBERS - THIS VOUCHER IS WORTH £2.00. 
JUST DEDUCT £2.00 OFF THE PRICE OF ANY ONE ITEM 
ORDERED AS YOU JOIN FOR ONE YEAR OR MORE. 
US£ BY OR BY mm M 0279 600204. 

Offer applies to JMemberships of one yeor or over, 
bought before October 31st 1994 




































































































































































































































































Software 


All Gateway 2000 systems are preloaded with 
Microsoft MS-DOS 6.22, now with DriveSpace™ 
disk compression, and Windows for Workgroups 
3.11. Software comes complete with master 
diskettes and documentation (either printed or on 
CD-ROM). Software is tested and optimally con¬ 
figured for your system, eliminating potential 
installation and set-up errors. 

■ Microsoft® Works for Windows™ 

Many of our systems come with Works, the inte¬ 
grated application that combines all the tools you 
need to run a business: word processor, spread¬ 
sheet, database and electronic communications. 
If s simple to use, yet powerful. 

■ Microsoft Office Professional™ 

Some of our systems now include Microsoft 
Office Professional 4.3 on CD-ROM as standard. 
This package contains all of Microsoft’s most 
popular applications: Word, Excel, PowerPoint 
and Access. 

■ Family PC Software Bundle 

The Gateway 2000 Family PC comes with 
Microsoft Works, Money, Golf, Publisher and 
Musical Instruments — something for everyone. 


Portables 


■ PCMCIA Fax/modem. £199 

■ PCMCIA VGA adaptor. £149 

■ Memory upgrades. 

■ 250MB removable hard drive for ColorBooks. 

■ HandBook 3.5" 1.44MB external floppy drive. 

■ Padded, soft-sided cases custom designed for 
the ColorBook and HandBook. 

■ Additional batteries for portables. 

Call us for pricing today! 


Peripherals 


■ Basic Audio Multimedia Kit 

Creative Labs 16-bit Sound Blaster sound card, 

2 Labtec speakers and CD-ROM. £219 

■ Wavetable Audio Multimedia Kit 

Ensoniq Soundscape 16-bit Wavetable sound card 
(compatible with MT-32, FM mode and General 
MIDI Sound Blaster, AD Lib, Roland MPU 401), 
MS Windows Sound System, Altec Lansing 
ACS31 speakers and CD-ROM. £309 

If your system includes a CD-ROM drive, you 
can purchase the Basic Audio Multimedia Kit 
for £90 and the Wavetable Audio Multimedia Kit 

for £180. 

■ TelePath™ II Fax/Modem 

Internal fax/modem, 14,400bps modem, V.32bis, 
14,400bps fax capability. Software included. £145 

■ Network Cards 

Call for Ethernet or Token Ring adaptors. 

■ Colorado Memory Systems® TBU 

250MB internal automatic tape backup unit which 
copies up to 9.5MB per minute. Software, tape and 
cable included. £109 

■ CrystalScan® Monitor Upgrades 

If your system comes with a CrystalScan 
14" monitor you can upgrade as follows: 

■ 15" monitor for £80 

■ 17" monitor for £340 

■ 20" monitor for £1160 

Ask us for other monitor upgrade prices. 

■ Epson® Stylus™ 800 Ink Jet Printer 

Features seven typefaces. Prints quietly, at 150 
characters per second, 360 dpi. £199 

■ Epson EPL 5200 Laser Printer 

Professional quality, featuring 14 resident fonts 
and 1MB memory, expandable to 5MB. £499 


■ Adaptec PCI SCSI Controller 

The AHA-2940 brings high-performance SCSI I/O 
technology for the PCI local bus. £139 

■ 1GB SCSI Hard Drive. £599 
Upgrade from a 540MB IDE hard drive to 1GB 
SCSI and Adaptec AHA-2940 PCI SCSI Controller 
for £499. 

■ Colorado Memory Systems® SCSI 
DAT Tape Drive 

Stores up to 4GB typically on a single cassette tape, 
at up to 44MB per minute. £699 

■ SCSI Upgrade Bundle 

From a 540MB IDE, this bundle includes 
controller, hard drive and tape drive. £1159 


Service 


Every Gateway 2000 system comes with excellent 
after-sales support. Our technical support staff is 
renowned for being friendly and helpful. When 
you buy a Gateway 2000 system, you get: 

■ 30-day money back guarantee 

■ A new 3-year limited parts warranty — 
first year on-site (desktops only) 

■ Freephone technical support 

■ On-site service (desktops only) 

■ Extended warranty options available 

If our technical support staff determines that an 
on-site service call is needed, we will send a 
technician to most locations in the UK at no 
charge during the warranty period. We regret that 
you must pay shipping if you return your system 
within the 30-day guarantee period. Please call for 
more information on our guarantee, warranty and 
on-site service programmes. 


WARRANTY OPTIONS 

1 Year 

2 Years 

3 Years 

Standard Next Day 
On-Site Repair Service 

At GW Discretion 

Free/Std 

£75 

£150 

Same Day On-Site 

Repair Service 

£40 

£105 

£210 



We also offer convenient payment options including 
advanced payment and major credit cards. We 
charge your credit card only when your system is 
despatched. Net 30-day credit terms are also 
available to qualified commercial customers. 


The software, peripherals and upgrades listed here are 
sold only with a purchase of a Gateway 2000 PC. 






GATEVm^XX) 


“You’ve got a friend in the business. ” 

0800 842000 
















The art 



Bill Croan looks at the 
animator’s options on the PC 
and surveys some techniques 
and programs needed to 
produce your own moving art 

THE word animation summons up visions of Walt Disney, Tom & 
Jerry, The Flintstones to one generation, and to another. Batman and 
Manga. Both definitions are correct but how many would consider the 
Sky logo or the BBC News introduction animation? This is the prob¬ 
lem with word association - many believe the word to mean cartoon. 

The purpose of this feature is to break that blinkered association 
and open everyone’s mind to other areas as well as demonstrating 
what’s available to create animations of your own. 



Tools of the trade 

THESE days, PC animators have a wide choice of packages and 
utilities of all shapes and sizes. Prices vary quite a bit, though, so the 
use of non-specific packages such as Paintbrush or Corel Draw, 
though not immediately obvious, can save you money while you put 
those pennies away for a more dedicated program. 


A nimation, both within 

movies and games, is a simple 
concept in reality - that of the 
illusion of movement. Anyone with a 
frame advance function on their video 
can step through a video or recording 
and see the illusion themselves. All 
you see is a still picture, then another 
slightly different one, then another, 
and so on. 

Early animated cartoons were just a 
series of drawings created on separate 
sheets of paper, each slightly different 
from the last. The introduction of 
drawing on clear celluloid enabled the 
animators to overlay their drawings 
on to backdrop pictures, even to place 
other cels between the top cel and 
background to add depth and a 3-D 
effect. 

The use of cels also allowed the ani¬ 
mated sequences to take place on dif¬ 
ferent backgrounds without the need 
to redraw the whole scene. 

This method in the construction of 
an animated cartoon lends itself to 
almost all static art packages available 
on the PC. All that is then required is 
a method of playing them in the cor¬ 
rect sequence and at the right speed. 

Before the computer became the 
industry darling for special 3-D 
effects seen in movies such as 
Terminator 2 and The Lawnmower 
Man, these effects where created using 
stop motion techniques. The movie 
Star Wars used these techniques for 
most of the weird animals and flying 
ships. 

Stop motion photography is a 


method of photographing models a 
frame at a time then moving them 
into the next position. This effect is 
the opposite of viewing the video in 
frame advance - it’s actually making 
the animation in frame advance to 
give the illusion of movement when 
viewed at normal speed. 

Computer Aided Design (CAD) 
packages used for creating technical 
specifications and working drawings 
advanced to the third dimension, and 
wire-frame drawings took on a more 
solid appearance. 

Then came filled polygons to flesh 
out the wire-frame drawings created on 
the computer and suddenly we had 
solid objects. Each object could then be 
photographed, moved, then photo¬ 
graphed again, just like stop motion! 

Even the art of using rotoscoping - 
the method of taking a film of live 
actors then projecting each frame on 
to a light box for the animator to 
trace - has its computer cousin. The 
Prince of Persia and Flashback are 
two games that have incredible fluid 
movement of the main character 
which comes from digitised images of 
live actors used as a template for the 
artists to draw over. 

The animator’s toolbox is no 
longer just a set of pens, inks and a 
few dozen sheets of celluloid - it’s the 
ability to use all the technology avail¬ 
able, including computers. The com¬ 
puter animator will also be incredibly 
blinkered if he believes that there is 
the one animation package suited to 
all his needs. 


Autodesk Animator 

GIVEN away free on PC HOME's 
MegaDisk 3, this program is now only 
available as a freebie with the £495 
Animator Pro package, but it has all 
the necessary tools for animation - 
plus many others. The package is used 
extensively in our demo of animation 
techniques this month. 

It runs under Dos and needs as 
much base memory as possible to get 
the smoothness of animation while 
playing back large files. It is also 
preferable to have Smartdrive disabled 
as I have found this causes the anima¬ 
tion to stop while Smartdrive writes to 
disk. Meanwhile you press half a 
dozen keys again wondering what’s 
happened and it carries out whatever 
keypresses you made, with often disas¬ 
trous results. 

The program also includes poly¬ 
morphing with 2-D images. It is diffi¬ 
cult to fault this program but minor 
niggles would be the inability to run in 
any resolution other than 320 x 200. 
This makes the creation of high reso¬ 
lution flicks from your rendered pic¬ 
tures impossible unless first cropped 
by another package. 

In addition, there are the non 


Windows standard key presses for cut, 
paste and so on - very confusing for 
the Windows user. When this is added 
to the sometimes three deep menu 
structure required to do the simplest 
of tasks, a keyboard macro facility 
would be handy. 


Supplier 

Autodesk 

Price 

n/a 

Phone 

0483 303322 


Neopaint v2.2 

THIS is a shareware paint package 
with most of the facilities of Windows 
Paintbrush. Its only extra facility of 
any use to the would-be animator is 
the inclusion of a polygon generation 
program. This allows wireframes or 
solid objects to be constructed, rotat¬ 
ed and sized. 

The fault of this part of the pro¬ 
gram is that the objects cannot be 
moved or manipulated once draw on 
the screen. This makes the ability to 
use this feature as a polymorphing 
tool absolutely non existent. 

There is no Redo, and even the 
Undo when clicked again will not 
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CD-Rom MegaDisks, was formerly called Animation Workshop, and is about 
the best solution for the new animator when features and cost are weighed in 
the balance. 

Look out for the full tutorial on using the package in this month’s disk 
pages. 


'csRib... 

RECORD... 
SETTINGS, 
jCONFIGURE 
■INFO 


1 USE 
S XCRERTE 
S CLIF 

4 INVERT 

5 VIEN 

6 FftSTE 

7 RELEASE 
[8 FILES... 
lO EXIT MENU 


Possibly the best package for price and features 


—M OWibUE V GRAD M 
! ILJ GLASS DARK T 
SOFTEN TILE M K 


Brush Techniques Stencil Font Misc. Preferences 


If niwu™ 

NeW^ 


Revert 

Load... 

Save 

Save As. 


ADD 

BRIGHT 

CLOSE 

DARK 

EMBOSS 

GLASS 

GLAZE 

GLOW 

GRAV 

H GRAD 


OPAQUE V GRAD 
'Smi DARK 
SOFTEN TILE 


Though now a freebie 
with Animator Pro, the 
old Animator is still a 
very good work horse 


DITHER 
INK STRENGTH 


bring back your deleted changes. On 
the positive side, the program offers 
multiple screens that can be toggled 
using the Alt+Space key combination. 
It also has the ability to cut and paste 
between these screens but not to 
rotate. In addition, there are several 
extra drawing tools not offered by 
Windows Paintbrush, my favourite 
being the Felt Pen tool. 

A major drawback is that no matter 
what video driver I loaded I 
found it impossible to get it I 
to run in anything 
than 16 colours. If this was a 
problem with the shareware 
program not been registered 


it is very sad that I was unable to gain 
a fair trial. 

My advice is to stick with Windows 
Paintbrush as the only saving grace of 
the program is that it can use multiple 
screens useful for animation. 


DPaint is easy to use but limited in animation terms 


DeLuxe Paint 2 Enhanced 


more 


it is called under DeLuxe Paint, is tog¬ 
gled back and forth with the j key. 
Two screens are enough to produce 
continuity within your animation 
frames, but more than two would have 
been better. 

Most other tools are pretty stan¬ 
dard, nothing surprising and, given 
the choice of Dos packages available 
between the four reviewed here, it’s a 
sad result when something this basic 
comes an undisputed second. 


I JUST don’t know where to start with 
this one. On the good points side the 
package has a rotate tool, which works 
very well if somewhat strangely. It 
rotates upon one corner of the cut 
block, but after a little practice I per¬ 
fected it. 

It also has a masking facility like 
Animator, which enables the next 
frame to be masked and only the 
changes appear. A full explanation of 
its use can be found both in the main 
article and the Animation Demo arti¬ 
cle. 

The other useful facility has to be 
the second screen. The spare page, as 


Neopaint has little to 
offer over Windows 
Paintbrush but it does 
have a good wireframe 
polygon generator 


PERSPECTIVE 




Supplier 

Electronic Arts 

Price 

Around £50 

Phone 

0753 549442 


Supplier 

Transend 

Price 

£5 (2 disks) 

Phone 

0274 622228 
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Scops Animation Station 

i THIS package, a full demo of which can he found on this month’s HD and 


PC Home November 1994 


37 



































































































































FEATURE 



Gold Disk use a traditional approach with AWI 




CoflORAWI PUjlSMJWCOn 


£»« £<« jflew Layout Arrange Effects leKt Special 





Corel: A superb package but not much of an animator 


Animation Works 
Interactive 

THIS program is marketed as an ani¬ 
mation player/builder and, even 
though it uses non standard file for¬ 
mats to save the end result, it is wor¬ 
thy of a second look. The program 
also installs an MCI driver added to 
the Windows multimedia player. 

The program is constructed from 
individual suites. First, the Cel Editor 
not only allows the usual cut, paste 
and paint tools but includes a cel 
rotate tool. Onion skinning is sup¬ 
ported but only on previous and/or 
next cel. This system works very well, 
as when you advance one frame the 


previous and next frames advance 
with you. The Cel editor also imports 
FLI files and converts them to Cel for¬ 
mat for editing if necessary. 

The background editor imports a 
range of file formats including TGA, 
GIF, PCX, BMP and DIB. A Movie 
Editor allows the cels to be overlaid on 
to static or even FLI files. 

Within the Movie Editor you can 
add Midi, Wav files and even CD 
music can be accessed for inclusion. 

The Interactive in the title lives up 
to its name as the Event drop down 
menu allows the running of other 
applications, such as an Excel spread¬ 
sheet, at a specific moment in your 
movie. With the ability to place live 


buttons on to the screen the whole 
package can be saved out to a royalty 
free distribution player. 

This program gets my thumbs up 
for creating animation and movies 
using traditional terminology, and is 
fully OLE 2 compatible. 

Amiga owners who have seen sam¬ 
ples of Eric Schwartz’ animations 
should be at home as many of the 
demos and clip art are his. I believe 
Gold Disk to be selling themselves 
short as this is an art program and 
animation package in its own right. 


Supplier 

Gold Disk 

Price 

£299 

Phone 

081-995 1595 


CorelDraw 

CORELDRAW isn’t one program but a 
suite of individual programs so big it 
now includes three CD-Roms. To give 
Corel 5 a full review would take more 
than the space available. Among the 
many applications included are 3-D 
wireframe art capabilities, transparency 
inks for applying tints and morphing. 

The only drawback to the program 
has got to be the price. The lowest I 
could find was £385 on floppy disk 
without the CD-Roms. Version 4 is 
still available with many animation 
and 3-D wireframe capabilities. 

Should you wish to check these out, 
a working model was available on the 
Europress Publications Multimedia 
Now CD-Rom April issue. Best price I 
could find for this version, exclusive 
of VAT, was £254 on floppy disk with¬ 
out the CD-Roms. 

The best price I could find for 
Autodesk Animator Pro for Dos was 
£435 exclusive of VAT. So maybe if 
you are serious about your animation 
and considering the other applica¬ 
tions that Coral offer, it’s not that 
expensive. 


Supplier 

Corel 

Price 

around £400 

Phone 

0800 581028 


3-D \m 


THE Autodesk 3D Studio 
package has without doubt the 
lion’s share of the PC-based 
market at this time. I have no 
quibbles about the program, 
apart from the £2,500 price tag. 
In fact, the program has 
everything in my wish list and 
more besides. 

We’ll be looking more closely 
next month at the 3-D packages 
available to home users, 
including those which are more 
affordable, but for now you 
should find the Persistence of 
Vision 2 (Povray 2) and Moray 
programs on this month’s 
CD-Rom more than useful. 



Care to animate a complete 
technical drawing with Protocad? 


Protocad 

YES, another shareware product. The 
problem is that very few Dos-based 
3-D packages are available as full 
priced programs. 

The other point is that software 
reviewed was easily available and 
included easy-to-understand docu¬ 
mentation. 

Protocad is like 3D Design Studio 
v2 in its layout and the use of an 
adjustable viewpoint driven from an 
on screen trackball. This trackball 
makes rotation and manipulation of 
the object easier than typing in co¬ 
ordinates in XYZ. 

The program comes with a load of 
sample files for the new user to experi¬ 
ment with and I would suggest start¬ 
ing here. Load in a file and click 
through the various menus. The alter¬ 
native is to read all the documenta¬ 
tion. 

What impressed me most about the 
program is its speed of redraw - even 
on a machine without a maths co¬ 
processor speed was impressive. The 
program uses just the one window at a 
time system, therefore all views cannot 
be seen together. 

The program allows you to shell out 



Protocad is a good 
all-round designer 

to other programs, such as a Dos paint 
package, to load in your rendered pic¬ 
ture, perhaps, without having to exit. 
It also scores in its ability to load two 
of the industry standard files - HPGL 
and DXF - the latter being the exten¬ 
sion used by such programs as 
AutoCad. 

One downfall is the lack of textures, 
but should you want to create solid 
objects as a frame work for your 
buildings or art work, this is for you. 
It is more an engineer’s CAD package 
than an art package but is included 
here for its speed. 


Supplier 

PD Selections 

Price 

£2.50 per disk 

Phone 

0474 325802 


Moray 

MORAY is a front end GUI for POV2 
that achieves nearly all my wishes for 
available tools, except for a graphical 
texture editor. The program is very 
similar in layout to early incarnations 
of Autodesk 3D Studio and other sim¬ 
ilar CAD type packages. This is no bad 
thing as it allows users to feel at home 
in its environment very quickly. 

The programmers rely heavily on 
registration to keep them interested in 
future releases, so please register. Who 
knows, a graphical interface texture 
editor could be your wish come true. 


Supplier 

PD Selections 


Price 

£2.50 per disk 


Phone 

0474 325802 





Moray brings a good front 
end to Persistence of Vision 
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FEATURE 


Hanna-Barbera 

Animation 

Workshop 

A SIMPLE animation and drawing 
package with bundled pre-drawings of 
all your favourite characters (or not as 
the case maybe). 

All areas of work are accessed from 
a front menu, which in turn takes you 
to the drawing screen, the colouring 
screen, the file load/save, and back to 
the main menu to run animations. 

The major drawbacks are the 16 
colour pallet, the fixed 320 x 200 res¬ 
olution and the non standard file 
extensions for saved animation and 
cels. 

On the positive side was the use of 
onion skinning within the drawing 
screen. 

Although there is no animation 
support within the colouring screen 
you can click on the frame advance or 
retard buttons with the mouse and the 
program will respond, giving the 
impression of slow animation. 

Playback and frame advance are 
available in the drawing screen. 

I actually found myself liking this 
program after about an hour’s use and 
would recommend it to a young PC 
user or a beginner in coming to terms 




Animation Workshop's onion skin feature in action 


with animation techniques. It is a pity 
that a well put together package has 
such a limiting target age. 

I believe that given more colours 
and standard file formats it could have 
been a worthy opponent for 
Animator. 



Animation 

Paintbox 

ONE to look out for and guaran¬ 
teed to give both Coral and 
Autodesk a run for their money. It 
has all the tools required such as a 
rotate, inks and so on. It also 
sports tools to generate specific 
brushes that can be used as 
bitmaps, an automatic shadow 
builder, and both masking facili¬ 
ties and onion skinning are also 
supported. 

The animation tools give full 
tweening of objects and are rather 
like an updated Windows version 
of Animator Pro with the same 
style fast forward, play button 
approach, now looking more like 
the controls of a video recorder. 


Supplier 

Azeena 

Price 

POA 

Phone 

0101-310 988 1889 



Persistence of 
Vision 2 

THIS is not an easy program to get to 
grips with, but there's enough docu¬ 
mentation to give your printer a 
decent workout. Look out for next 
month’s in-depth tutorial. 

It works on a command line basis, 
where instructions are typed in or 
imported from a text file and saved as 
’^.POV file. This file can then be ren¬ 
dered from the CLI using simple batch 
files to invoke POV2. 

POV2 has a host of switches to use 
within batch files or directly. This 
gives control over the size of image, 
resolution, quality and so on. It's 
also well supported by special user 
groups and bulletin boards, full 
details of which can be taken from 
the included documentation. It is 
this support that for me has been 
POV2’s saving grace. 

The support has spawned various 
front end GUIs to enable artists to 
reap the benefits of the price structure 
and capabilities of this fine program. 


3D Design 
Studio v2 

THERE’S not a lot to 
say about this pro¬ 
gram. Its price is right 
at £149, and it can do 
everything in my wish 
list. 

The program was reviewed in this 
very magazine in September and the 
main fault found at that time was its 
very slow rendering times. 

I have found that the majority of 
included textures are in 16 million 
bitmap format. 

By using a graphic editor such as 
Paintshop Pro (reviewed in the Touch 
It Up feature in September’s issue) I 
reduced all textures to 256 colours or 
less. This speeded up rendering one of 
3D Design’s own images by a factor of 
over 100 per cent. 

For users of Protocad, this program 
has all the features and even a little 
more user friendliness including 
multi-screen display of different 
views. 


Supplier 

PD Selections 

Supplier 

FastCAD Europe 

Price 

£2.50 per disk 

Price 

£149 

Phone 

0474 325802 

Phone 

0923 246427 


Video guide to Povray and Moray! 

NEXT month’s CD-Rom edition will carry one of PC HOMEs new multi- 
media tutorials for Povray and Moray, featuring video clips of the software in 
action, narration and screen shots. This brand new way of covering products 
was pioneered by the PC HOME Mag-a-Disc and you can expect to see a lot 
more of them in future. 



Welcome 


Take a 
walk, 
explore 
and be 
amazed. 
NOW 
you can 
even 
access 
(he 

software 

from 

Mag-a-Disc 


Supscrfbe 

Today! 

Help? 


PC home 



Simply click on ilic 
title oTfhc&ccHon 

that you wish to so fo 

andoTTyougoB 



Mag-a-Disc, the monthly multimedia companion to PC HOME 
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FEATURE 


Ten easy steps to simple animation 



..add a little magic 
from AAPlay... 


...and the Script 
feature takes 
care of the rest 


WITH only the most limited of resources, it is possible to experiment in anima¬ 
tion, and if you decide to improvise, you’ll be surprised by how much you can do 
with no extra outlay. In fact, you can put together a simple anim using only the 
bundled Windows Paintbrush package, an animation player - supplied on this 
month’s CD-Rom - and some brain power. 


Step 1 Run Windows Paintbrush as 
session A 

Step 2 Run a second session of 
Paintbrush as session B, and 
arrange both sessions to be 
visible within the workscreen 
Step 3 In session A, create your first 
object. For our demonstration 
this will be a red ball just 
coming into view at the top of 
the screen. Save the picture as 
BALL1.BMP 

Step 4 Go to Session B and from the 
EDIT menu select PASTE 
FROM. Now select your 
BALL1.BMP picture 
Steps Using the pasted picture 
BALL1.BMP as a reference, 
draw the next position of the 
ball and delete the old 
Step 6 Save this picture in session B 
as BALL2.BMP 

Step 7 Go back to session A and 


repeat steps 5 to 7 increment¬ 
ing the saved picture’s name 
by one digit - BALL1.BMP 
then BALL2.BMP and so on. 

Step 8 When you have constructed 
enough frames for the anima¬ 
tion, load AAPlay (from this 
month’s CD-Rom) and from 
the FILE menu select NEW 
SCRIPT 

Step 9 From the EDIT SCRIPT box 
find your file path using the 
Windows standard file brows¬ 
er. When you have located 
your pictures click on one of 
them and then click on the 
ADD TO SCRIPT button 

Step 10 Continue adding pictures 
until all your pictures are 
loaded. Now all that remains 
is to click on the TEST button 
to view your completed ani¬ 
mation. 


And there you have it. Ten easy steps to creating an animation with limited tools. 
Should you be thirsting for more information on AAPlay, load in the Redfox AAS 
file from the CD to see how sound, FLI and pictures are added to create a full 
talking movie. ■ 


Jargon buster 


Bezier patches 


Boolean drilling 


Extrude 

FPS 


Lighting 


Masking area 


Multiple screens 
Onion skinning 


Rotational sweep 


Textures 


Tweening 


These are shapes created from the program’s basic 
primitives. For example a bezier patch could be a 
square constructed of lots of smaller squares. Where 
each of the square’s corners touches another square’s 
corner is a control point allowing manipulation of the 
basic shape. Grabbing these control points and moving 
them would allow the artist to curl up the edge of a 
plain sheet or construct a cylinder and pull the centre of 
the side of the cylinder to give the look of a swollen 
water pipe 

Or CSG (Constructive Solid Geometry). This is the tool 
required literally to cut bits out of an original object 
should we require to construct a cylinder with a cylin¬ 
drical hole drilled through it at 90 degrees. Using either 
of these methods it’s possible to place an object such as 
a cylinder at 90 degrees to another cylinder and inform 
the program that we wish to have one of the cylinders 
removed or cut from the other. CSG also offers the abil¬ 
ity of joining the two cylinders, thus creating an object 
in the shape of a cylindrical plus sign 
A method of drawing a shape in two dimensions and 
then stretching the shape into a solid object 
Frames per second, a measure of how fast animations 
will play. The standard TV or video rate is 25fps, but 
even 15 or 12fps looks okay for most purposes 
Lighting tools are required to create shaded solid 
objects that cast shadows on to another object or indeed 
to give the impression of a solid 3-D object. If in a 2-D 
art package we created a drawing of a cube, we would 
have to draw the sides in a different shade of the cube’s 
main colour to differentiate between the side and the 
other faces 

The traditional method used by all those air brush 
artists to avoid painting over a specific area. This 
method can effectively achieve the same result by mak¬ 
ing the drawing on the screen non sensitive to any of 
the package’s tools. This allows the animator to paste 
another drawing on top of the frame and it will only 
show the differences added to the frame below 
A package with this facility allows cutting and pasting of 
your next frame as well as switching back and forth to 
view changes 

A traditional animation method of overlaying the next 
frame on top of the previous drawing transparently. 
This can then be repeated to enable the animator to 
view all the changes, say, a walk, and correct any layer 
This tool stretches a 2-D drawn shape in a 360 degree 
sweep back upon itself. Suppose we require to draw a 
wine goblet. We would simply draw a 2-D cross section 
of the goblet and using just one half of the drawing cre¬ 
ate our goblet by redrawing this with the rotational 
sweep 

Creating different coloured objects is okay, but when an 
artist creates a painting he uses different brush tech¬ 
niques to show the difference in textures. 3-D packages 
give the same ability and take care of the shading that 
the light will have on these textures. Some 3-D packages 
allow editing or creating textures within the program. 
Top end packages such as 3-D Studio from Autodesk 
not only allow you to edit these textures but also allow 
you to view their result by displaying a picture of the 
texture under your own lighting conditions without 
having to render the object first 

A tool that fills in the frames between a start and end 
sequence. If you required a block to fly from left to 
right, you create the start and end drawings and the 
computer completes the in-between frames 
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CD 16 OFFICE PROFESaOIIAL 


• MS Office Professional on CD 

• MS Encarta on CD 

• MS Office training CD 

• SoundBlaster 16 AdSP 

• CD ROM 563 

• Headphones 

• Microphone 

• Advanced Creative and 
Microsoft Software 
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AUDIO CARDS 

Soundblaster AWE 32 


179.00 


The new generation ot Soundblaster technology, the 
Soundblaster AWE32 features E-mu Advanced WaveEffects 
Synthesis. Producing exceptionally faithful musical 
instrument sounds, its capabilities are normally associated 
with professional studios and leading musicians. 


A High End, High Powered MultiMedia Upgrade Kit for the serious user and 
equaliy suitable for business or home entertainment. 


• SoundBlaster 16 SCSI-2 AdSP 

• Nec CDR 510 (SCSI) Triple Speed 

• Pro Digital Mains High Quality Speakers 

• Hands Free Microphone 

• CD Titles 

-Conspiracy 

-Asymetrix Presentation 
-Syndicate 

-Rebel Assault 
-Grolier Encyclopedia 
-Creative Clips 
-Photostyler SE 

-Altimira Composer SE - 
-KAI Power Tools ; 

-HSC Digital Morph 


£399.00 


BLASTER Ot6nrALH3GE3jt 


SoundBlaster 2.0. Value 
SoundBlaster Pro Value 
SoundBlaster 16 Value 
SoundBlaster 16 MCD 
SoundBlaster 16 MCD AdSP 
SoundBlaster 16 SCSI-2 
SoundBlaster 16 SCSI-2 AdSP 
WaveBlaster 
MidlBlaster 

VIDEO CARDS 

VideoBlaster SE 


36.00 

55.00 

69.00 

94.00 

115.00 

115.00 

138.00 

99.00 

99.00 


169.00 

228.00 


VideoBlaster FS200 

With VideoBlaster FS200 you can capture and display live 
action video and still images from a wide range of input 
sources, edit and process them, and integrate them with 
sound. 


89.00 

79.00 




BLASTER 


Video Spigot 
Creative TV Coder 

MULTIMEDIA KITS 

CD RDM Upgrade Kit 99.00 

Includes Panasonic CR563 double-speed, multi-session 
drive, all connecting cables, Creative Quick CD, Aldus 
Photostyler SE and the New Grolier Encyclopedia. 


ALL PRODUCTS CARRY MANUFACTURER’S FULL GUARANTEE. ALL PRICES 
ARE SUBJECT TO VAT & CARRIAGE AT $5 + VAT UK AND NORTHERN 
IRELAND. ALL PRODUCT SPECIFICATIONS AND PRICES SUBJECT TO 
CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. 

ACCESS, VISA, CHEOUES MADE PAYABLE TO PC ACTION NORTH 
UNIT 1 TURNBULL WAY, KNIGHTSBRIDGE EAST, LIVINGSTON EH54 8RB. 


4 -^ 
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DmniCD CD RDM Kit 


115.00 


Supports all Audio cards including the entire Soundblaster 
Series. 

Discovery CD 16 229.00 

Soundblaster 16, Panasonic CR563 CD-ROM Drive, Stereo 
Speakers. Microphone and 13 Software Packages including 
Aldus Photostyler SE, New Grolier Encyclopedia, 30 
Oinosaur Adventure, Scooter’s Magic Castle, Conspiracy 
and Syndicate. 


Gameblaster CD 


229.00 


Soundblaster 16. Panasonic CR563, Joystick, Stereo 
speakers and lots of software including Conspiracy, 
Syndicate, Rebel Assault, Iron Helix, SimCity 2000, 
Lemmings, Indianapolis 500 ... The Simulation. Plus a 
bonus pack of Microprose games; Civilisation, F117A 
Stealth Fighter, Railroad Tycoon and Silent Service. 


Easy CD16 


319.00 


Specifications as for Discovery CD16 but with the External 
CD ROM Drive. 


Digital Edge 3X 


399.00 


OTHER PRODUCTS 

Asymetrix MM Toolbook 

HSC Interactive 

ICON Author 

MacroMedia Director 4 

All Optical Storage and PCMCIA Products 


CALL US FOR THE BEST PRICES AROUND DISCOUNTS TO 
EDUCATION AVAILABLE III 


All prices exclude VAT and delivery 

















Instant Multimedia Thrills. Real Wave Table 
Synthesis. Sounds Too Good To Be True. 

Hear the power. Feel the force. Ride the next wave of multi- 
media excitement. Introducing the Explorer Deluxe Personal 
Multimedia System. 

Explorer cranks up the volume of multimedia with a new 
level of sound performance. It’s the first multimedia 
upgrade kit with real wave table synthesis built right in. Not 
only does it record and play back in true 16-bit stereo, but it 
also offers 128 true MIDI instrument and 69 drum sound 
effects to add glass-shattering realism to educational titles, 
business CDs, cutting-edge CD-ROM games and more. 

What's more. Explorer is ^ t 

amazingly simple to buy, install 
and use. To install it, just plug in 
the interface card, 
connect one cable, 
install the software 
and go. 




Everything you need for amazing multimedia is included: 
stereo speakers, a microphone, utility software and 10 
hot CD-ROM titles like The Software HearthemMmedia 
Toolworks® Multimedia Encyclopaedia, 

PC Editor’s Choice Award-winning Table synthesis . , 
Macromedia Action! Ultimate Domain, 
and Outpost, so there’s nothing else to 
buy. We even offer an Explorer kit with the 
same performance as the Deluxe with just 
3 CD titles to save you money. ' 

So float on down to your local retailer and ride the next 
wave in the multimedia revolution. Aztech. With new prod¬ 
ucts, new technologies and a totally new look, you’ll be 
swept away by the intense multimedia excitement. 


ta ■ >9ZTECH 

“■ r Full Power Multimedia 


Manufactured By: 

AZTECH SYSTEMS LTD 
31 Ubi Road 1, Aztech Building, 
Singapore 1440. 

Tel: (65) 741-7211 
Fax: (65) 741-8678/9 
Tlx: RS 36560 AZTECH 


UK Office: 

AZTECH UK LTD 
2 Midas House, Calleva Park, 
/Mdermaston Berks, 

RG7 4QZ UK 
Tel: (0734) 814-121 
Fax: (0734) 819-951 






Wilf Rees explores the world oit the laser and the shiny disc, 
and demystifies one of the most common PC peripherals 


I N THE past 10 years no new media 
form has quite had the same impact 
or effect on the computer world as 
the CD-Rom. It took the music scene 
by storm and turned a generation of 
analogue vinyl and cassette tape lovers 
into digital freaks. The advantages were 
instantly obvious with an everlasting 
medium finally available - no more 
chewed up cassettes or clapped-out LPs. 

Digital sound reproduction was far 
superior to any analogue methods. The 
compact disc had made its mark and its 
feet were firmly placed in the market¬ 
place. Soon after, this digital format 
worked its way into computing. 

The CD entered the computer world 
as a mass storage device, often used for 
uploading large software packages or 
operating systems on to mainframes, 
where disks were inconvenient due to 
the amount of data to be contained, and 
tape streamers were more expensive. 

The capability of home computer 
hardware has developed vastly, allow¬ 
ing machines to be more flexible from 
the user’s point of view. Multimedia 
rose from this new technology, which 
gave way to new fantastic capabilities - 
no longer would anybody have to strug¬ 
gle through a few thick encyclopaedias 
to find some information. One conve¬ 
nient easy-to use CD-Rom can contain 
the contents of five volumes, and any 
piece of information can be found in a 
matter of seconds. 

Anyone who has taken even the 
slightest interest in computers will see 


that CDs are appearing everywhere. 
More and more games are being 
released on CD-Rom, film stars are 
being signed up to appear in the latest 
interactive movies, drive manufacturers 
are bundling CD software free with 
their products, and even the front cover 
of PC HOME has one stuck to it! 

How do they work? 

A COMPACT disc is optically read by 
laser. For music purposes, it differs 
from the conventional phonograph 
record mainly in that it 
stores information in 
digital, rather than ana¬ 
logue form. 

On an audio CD, 
stereophonic - two- 
channel - sound signals 
are digitally sampled at 
a rate of 44,100 times a 
second per channel. 

Each sample is 
expressed as a binary number value 
consisting of 16 binary digits, or bits. 

The sampled digital values, along 
with error correction data, tracking 
codes and cueing data, are recorded on 
a master digital tape which, after a 
series of intermediate steps, is used to 
make compression-moulded plastic 
discs 12cm in diameter, each covered by 
a thin, reflective metallic layer and pro¬ 
tected by a clear plastic coating. 

During playback, a low-powered 
laser beam, mounted in a movable 
assembly, reads the digital data through 


the reflective rear surface of the disc by 
differentiating between the presence 
and absence of pits beneath the clear, 
transparent surface. 

Changes in reflectivity caused by the 
pits are translated, via a photo diode, 
into electrical signals that are converted 
back into an analogue signal for repro¬ 
duction by conventional amplifiers and 
loudspeakers, or in the case of a CD- 
Rom drive, retained in digital format 
for sending to the computer, via the 
interface card. 


The advantages of the CD over con¬ 
ventional records or tapes include more 
uniform and accurate frequency 
response, a complete absence of back¬ 
ground noise, wider dynamic range and 
absence of wear. 

Nothing mechanical touches the sur¬ 
face of the disc when it is in use, unlike 
vinyls, which are etched by the stylus each 
time they are played, limiting their opti¬ 
mum life span to about 20 plays. 

The CD as a digital media format 
lends itself perfectly to computer usage, 
simply because of its ability to contain 


large amounts of data - in excess of 
600Mb! 

Many different models of CD-Rom 
drive are on the market, each with dif¬ 
ferent specifications and performance. 

The physical restrictions that affect 
hard disks and floppy disks alike still 
apply to CD-Rom drives, for example 
access time and transfer rate. 

All disk-based media have a moving 
read-head positioned mechanically over 
the area of the disk to be read. The 
heads themselves have their own mass 
and therefore will be slightly delayed by 
their inertial properties when seeking a 
particular track. 

It can be said that higher perfor¬ 
mance disk drives have superior mecha¬ 
nisms for positioning the head, which is 
more compact and of lesser mass. The 
read-head of a CD-Rom drive is moved 
in a similar manner to that of a floppy 
disk - the positioning is controlled on a 
worm-gear, unlike a hard disk, which is 
geared directly from a stepper-motor 
and makes an arc over the surface of the 
disk, rather like the stylus arm of a 
record player. 

When CD-Roms were introduced to 
the computer world, the existing tech¬ 
nology behind Music CDs was directly 
translated in that the same rotational 
velocity of the disc was used, allowing 
music CDs to be played on the same 
equipment. 

Since then, the necessity for an 
increased data transfer rate has given way 
to CD-Rom drives that offer up to four o 


“...no longer would anybody 
have to stuggle through a 
few thick encyclopaedias to 
find some information” 
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LOOKING AT [L^:: 


1 The ‘detector’ comprises 
a laser diode which emits a 
beam of light which passes 
through a prism and 
objective lens and is 
accurately focused by a 
focusing coil to strike the 
CD which rotates above the 
detector. 


3 When the laser beaW life the CD it either hits a smooth area of 
the surface called a ‘lanti^Tid Is reflected directly back into the 
detector or it hits a depre^ed area on the surface called a ‘pit’ 
which scatters the light si^hat it is not reflected back into the 
detector. 


Jhe CD ROM 
Drive 


4 The laser light reflected back into the 
detector enters a prism which deflects it into a 
light-sensing diode which converts it into an 
electrical pulse which is passed to the drive’s 
logic circuitry which converts the pulses into 
binary digits. 


2 The disk is spun by a motor, the speed 
of which varies according to the position of 
the detector under the disk. This 
compensates for the reduction of the 
circumference of the track being scanned 
as the detector moves closer to the centre 
of the disk. This ensures that the part of the 
disk being struck by the laser is always 
moving at the same speed. 


mi 


Data is pre-recorded onto 
the CD in the form of ‘pits’ 
and ‘lands’ 


^ times the standard speed, with the disc 
rotating at multiples of the original rate. 

Such CD-Rom drives are referred to 
as double-speed and triple-speed drives. 
Typically, a single-speed drive will offer 
around 150Kb a second, with an access 
time of about 250ms, although for 
applications currently being developed, 
including some games, a single-speed 
CD-Rom drive is not sufficient to cope 
with the rate of information needed. 

Perhaps the ideal drive to buy at the 
moment is a double-speed. With a data 
transfer rate around 300Kb a second 
and faster access times, the perfor¬ 
mance increase can justify the extra 
cost. Similarly, the tri-speed and quad- 
speed drives offer greater performance 
at a corresponding multiple of the basic 
single-speed drive’s transfer rate of 
150Kb a second. 

Interfacing 

BUNDLED with most CD-Rom drives, 
you will usually find a CD of some 
description, the controller software and 
an interface card, with some ribbon 
cable. Before dashing out and making a 
purchase, you may wish to check 
whether or not your existing sound 
card has a CD-Rom controller option. 

The interface cards supplied with 
most drives are usually dedicated to the 
particular drive, or a group of drives 
and are connected to the CD drive via 
two cables. One is for the computer 
data to be transferred to the computer 
and the other for music information to 


be sent to the two phono-type sockets 
on the rear of the card. 

Although the performance of these 
cards is satisfactory, it is often unneces¬ 
sary to take up an extra expansion slot 
in your PC with yet another card. 

The best option to go with is the 
multi-function sound card, which dou¬ 
bles up as a games card and AT-bus 
CD-Rom controller card. Since the 
appearance of this idea, many clones 
have sprung on to the marketplace, 
offering greater CD-Rom drive compat¬ 
ibility over a wider range of machines. 

The alternative to a sound card offer¬ 
ing a standard AT-bus CD-Rom inter¬ 
face is to buy a SCSI CD-Rom drive. 
This option is probably the most flexi¬ 
ble of all three, but could also turn out 
to be slightly more expensive. 

The advantage of SCSI is the ability 
to add as many different devices as you 
wish - eight can be added per con¬ 
troller, ranging from CD-Rom drives to 
hard disks, scanners and printers. 

Installation 

INSTALLING CD-Rom hardware is 
usually quite simple, but the software 
side can be much more difficult, 
depending on the complexity of your 
system. Address conflicts and IRQ 
clashes can cause drives to not work 
correctly. For example, if you already 
have quite a few expansion cards, you 
may find that most settings for the CD- 
Rom drive need customising. 

To install a CD-Rom drive, you will 


usually need a spare 16-bit expansion 
slot, one free drive power connector - 
the connectors containing 12 volt and 5 
volt lines - and an empty 5.25in drive 
bay unless you buy an external model. 

Setting up the software to operate the 
CD-Rom drive varies from drive to 
drive, but generally, the software oper¬ 
ates as two TSR programs. 

The first communicates directly with 
the controller card to initialise the 
drive, sending details to the computer 
about which DMA channel the drive is 
using, the interrupt channel (IRQ) is 
utilising and the base address that it can 


be found at. It also specifies where the 
buffer memory is to exist, either in con¬ 
ventional base memory or extended 
memory. 

The device driver entry is normally 
found in the config.sys file on your sys¬ 
tem drive. The sort of entry you would 
expect, in one line, is: 

DeviceHigh = C:\CDROH\MTHCOE.SYS /D:MSCD000 
/P:300 /A:0 /H:20 /T:5 /I:10 /X 

where: 

MTMCDE.SYS is the system device 
driver - the first TSR - and 
/D precedes the device name - 
MSCDOOO 

/P defines the base address of the 
CD-Rom drive - 300h 
/A specifies which number drive is 
being set up - in this case, drive 0 
/M stands for the buffer memory to be 
used which in this case is 20 
/T decides the DMA channel - 5 in 
this case 

/I specifies the interrupt which the 
drive will use 

/X makes the buffer memory operate 
in the XMS memory area. 

If your PC has no expansions other 
than hard disk/video/I/O controllers and 
a sound card, changing the device driver 
settings will be useless. However, if your 
system contains separate scanner driver 
cards, multiple sound cards, extended or 
additional I/O ports, it is more than like¬ 
ly that one or more of the default set¬ 
tings given by the CD-Rom installation 
software will clash with the set-up of a 
different piece of hardware. 

To determine whether this is the 
case, you can use the Microsoft diag¬ 
nostics program by typing MSD from 
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Miscrosoft Diagnostics lists what the IRQs are doing on this system. 

IRQ 5 is reserved for LPT2 - not present here - therefore this one is free 
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the Dos prompt. It will allow you to dis¬ 
play the set-up of the computer, from 
the processor type to expansions added 
to the system. 

By clicking on one of the appropriate 
on-screen buttons, you will be given a 
display of the uses of the system’s IRQs. 
From this list you may be able to 
deduce which IRQs are free to be used, 
and from the manuals of other expan¬ 
sions added to the system, you should 
be also able to find out which DMA 
channels are being occupied. 

Although for someone with little 
experience in this area the whole process 
may seem like a Sherlock Holmes mys¬ 
tery, there is no damage to be done to 
your PC by causing a clash of IRQs, 
addresses or DMA channels through 
trying to alter settings on expansion 
cards to make everything work. 

MSCDEX.EXE is the second TSR 
and stands for Microsoft Compact Disc 
Extensions. This program receives 
details sent from the first TSR and deals 
with adding the CD-Rom drive on to 
MS-DOS as a logical disk drive. It is 
normally found in the AUTO¬ 
EXEC.BAT file on the system drive, and 
takes a form similar to this: 

LoadHigh C:\DOS\HSCDEX.EXE /D:HSCD000 /L:D 

Microsoft CD Extensions take the 
form of an executable program, and 
therefore may be loaded into the upper 
memory area using the Loadhigh com¬ 
mand. The /D switch is similar to that 
in the initial device driver. 

The basic purpose of giving a name 
to the CD drive is to allow setting up for 
multiple drives, as each has to have a 
reference. The /L switch specifies the 
letter to be assigned to the CD drive. 

One of the problems that some users 


wishing to install a CD-Rom drive will 
inevitably encounter is tlie inability to fit 
the TSR programs into the upper mem¬ 
ory area. 

This can, in some cases, stop some 
programs from running by taking up 
large amounts of base memory. 

The dedicated hardware device dri¬ 
ver for the CD-Rom drive will take up 
around 15k and MSCDEX.EXE gobbles 
up just over 36k. Then take into 
account that most users will want to 
run some sort of disk cacheing pro¬ 
gram, like SmartDrive, which takes up 
another 27k. 

Mouse drivers, maybe a virus killer, 
Keyb and DosKey collectively take up 
an extra 50-70k - the whole bundle 
could claim as much as 140 Kb. This 
amount is more than will fit into the 
upper memory blocks (UMBs). 

One way round all of this is to run 
Microsoft’s MemMaker or any software 
equivalent. 

Put simply, MemMaker optimises 
the upper memory area, so all the pro¬ 
grams fit tightly together, not taking up 
any more space than they need to, thus 
leaving no small gaps in a UMB, which 
have no useful function. 

If memory optimisation does not 
work, it might be useful not to include 
the smaller programs in the upper 
memory blocks, freeing just the right 
amount of space for the CD-Rom dri¬ 
vers without sacrificing too much valu¬ 
able base memory. 

With MS-DOS 6.2 or higher, if the 
MSCDEX.EXE entry in the AUTO¬ 
EXEC.BAT file occurs before SMART- 
DRIVE.EXE, disk cacheing will operate 
on the CD-Rom as well as all other disk 
drives, due to the drive being recog¬ 
nised by Dos before the cacheing soft¬ 
ware is initialised. 



The sound mixing suite that comes bundled with the 
Orchid Sound Producer sound card/CD-Rom Interface 


Software side 

SINCE the Introduction of CDs to computing, the rate of software 
releases has grown exponentially. Not only has the CD taken over the 
multimedia side of computing, but it also carries education and 
specialist software. Although CD music is top of the hill as far as price 
is concerned, it has to be considered that value for money applies to 
both music and computer use. 

For example, the Media Share collection contains virtually all the 
shareware software ever written for the PC - a collection of 10 CDs full 
of archived shareware utilities, games, demos - anything you can think 
of. With around a gigabyte of software for nearly six quid, try getting 
that quantity of software from a bulletin board or PD company for the 
same price! 

For anybody who has not yet seen some of the interactive movie 
software now available, just read the review of Under a Killing Moon in 
September’s issue of PC HOME- it’s a good enough reason for getting 
a CD-Rom drive! 


For anyone Interested in 
computer music, maybe a 
16-bit sound card with a 
CD-Rom controller is the 
most ideal solution. 
Sampling music from a CD 
without any loss of quality 
is a big bonus for any 
budding musician. 

Most cards with CD 
interfaces offer some sort of 
sampling and mixing ability, 
making modern songwriting 
even more flexible. If 
nothing else, you could use 
your CD-Rom drive as a 



HHriMi’T' i 




The Software Toolworks Encyclopaedia in 
full glory - anything you ever wanted to 
know about everything, while providing 
movies and animations to support the text 


means of storing all the family holiday snaps on Kodak photo CDs and 
read them from your PC, using the software compatibility features 
found on most modern CD-Roms available. 

If the possibilities that lie ahead with the world of CD software do not 
appeal to you, if interactivity and multimedia are not your cup of tea, if 
video clips running through windows and gigabytes of information at 
your fingertips bores you, watch you don’t fall of the edge of your flat 
little world! ■ 


Jargon 

busting 

ADC 

Analogue to Digital Converter 

DAC 

Digital to Analogue Converter 

EMS 

Expanded Memory System. EMS is the older method of 
expanding memory, routing from the days of XTs. 

Multi-session 

Any CD-Rom drive badged as having multi-session capability 
will be able to play Audio CDs and read Kodak Photo CDs. 

SCSI 

Small Computer Systems Interface - A standard system for 
hard disks, scanners, printers and CD-Rom drives that allows 
eight controller cards to be added with eight devices per con¬ 
troller card - a more flexible and often faster option to IDE. 

TSR 

Terminate and Stay Resident - small programs responsible 
for controlling various pieces of hardware, like mice and CD- 
Rom drives, but also take the form of virus killers, screen 
savers, cacheing routines and so on. TSRs normally reside in 
the upper memory area of a PC. 

UMB 

Upper Memory Blocks. Often referred to as the upper memory 
areas, these are portions of memory above 640k normally 
responsible for containing programs which operate in the back¬ 
ground - mouse drivers, disk cacheing software and the like. 

XMS 

extended Memory System. The area of memory above IMb 
possessed by all computers succeeding XTs. Using XMS 
memory is the standard way to add memory to your PC. 
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The Best Software The Best Service 


The Best Prices 


TOP CD ENTERTAINMENT 


TOP REFERENCE/EDUCATIONAL 


SHAREWARE CDs 


Alone in the Dark & Jack.£17.10 

Aegis Guardian Fleet..£28.10 

Beneath a Steel Sky..£29.80 

Battle Isle 2.£25.60 

Bloodnet.£25.60 

Commanche Maximum Overkill.£25.60 

Companions of Xanth.£23.00 

Cyberrace.£27.30 

Day of the Tentacle..£25.60 

Detroit.£23.00 

Dracula Unleashed.£27.30 

Dragonsphere.£25.60 

Dune/7th Guest bundle.£28.10 

Elite 2 Frontier. £23.90 

Gabriel Knight CD.£25.60 

Great Naval Battles 2.£23.00 

Indiana Jones Atlantis..£25.60 

Inferno. £29.00 

Iron Helix. £23.00 

Jack Nicklaus + Course Design.£12.80 

King’s Quest 6.£25.60 

Leisure Suit Larry 6.£25.60 

Megarace. £23.00 

Microcosm.£31.50 

Myst.£28.10 

Outpost.£27.30 

Police Quest 4.£26.40 

Ravenloft.£28.10 

Rebel Assault.£27.30 

Return to Zork. £25.60 

Sam & Max Hit the Road.£25.60 

Sherlock 3.£30.70 

Sim City Enhanced....£27.30 

Simon the Sorcerer.£25.60 

Space Hulk.£26.40 

Star Trek 25th Anniversary.£28.10 

Strike Commander.£28.10 

The Horde (Debugged).£24.70 

Theme Park. £24.70 

Tornado & Desert Storm.£13.60 

TFX.£26.40 

UFO Enemy Unknown.£25.60 

Ultimas.£29.00 

Under a Killing Moon.£34.10 

TOP 3.5 ENTERTAINMENT 

1942 Pacific Air War.£25.60 

Aces Over Europe.£25.60 

Alone in the Dark 2.£23.00 

Beneath a Steel Sky.£23.00 

Bridge Champ with Omar Sharif.£23.90 

Cannon Fodder.£21.30 

Corridor 7. £12.80 

Chaos Engine.£20.10 

Delta V.£26.40 

Doom.£23.00 

- Doom Companion Shareware CD.£11.90 

Elder Scrolls.£25.60 

FI 4 Fleet Defender.£25.60 

FIFA Soccer..£23.90 

Flight Sim v5.£22.20 

- New York.£15.40 

- Paris. £15.40 

- San Fransisco.£23.80 

- Washington.£23.80 

Gabriel Knight.£25.60 

Inferno.£25.60 

Links 386.£25.60 

Links Courses.£17.10 

Mortal Kombat.£19.60 

Overlord.£23.90 

Sam & Max.£24.70 

Sim City 2000.£22.20 

- Great Disasters.£10.20 

Subwar 2050.£25.60 

Theme Park.£25.60 

The Settlers.£23.00 

Tie Fighter.£24.70 

X-Wing.£23.90 

- B Wing Mission.£12.60 

- Imperial Pursuit.£12.60 

LANGUAGE 

Asterix Learning French CD.£41.70 

Berlitz Fr/Ger/ltal CD.£88.60 

Fr/Ger/Sp/ltal Assistant 3.5" 

Best translation packages to/from English each .£68.10 

Syracuse Lang Systems CD 

- 4-9 (Fr, Ger, Eng, Sp, Jap).£17.00 

- 9-adult (Fr, Sp, Eng).£23.90 

MUSIC (see also Reference) 

Jammer Pro.£115.80 

Miracle Piano System.£54.90 

Musicware Piano... .£85.10 


20th Century Video Almanac 5 CD set.£41.70 

3D Body Adventure 3.57CD.£25.60 

3D Dinosaur Adventure 3.5'7CD.£25.60 

5ft 10 Pack CDs (Doom, King’s Quest V, World Atlas v3. 
World Fact Book, Time Man of Year, CD of CDs, Best of 
Media Clips, PC Animation, PC Karaoke, Stellar 7)...£29.00 

Ancient Lands CD.£34.10 

Better H&G “Healthy Cooking’’ CD.£31.50 

Bodyworks 3 CD.£34.10 

Bug Insect Adventure 3.5'7CD.£25.60 

Buzz Aldrin’s Race into Space CD.£23.90 

Classic Library for Windows CD.£33.20 

Collins Dictionary & Thesaurus 3.5".£46.80 

Compton’s Interactive Encyclopedia CD.£46.80 

Cookbook Heaven (over 20,000 recipes) CD.£12.80 

Dangerous Creatures CD.£34.10 

Distant Suns CD.£46.80 

Eyewitness Encyclopedia of Science CD.£65.60 

Exploring Ancient Arch CD.£29.80 

Family Doctor 3rd Edition CD.£17.10 

Gardening CD.£11.10 

Global Explorer CD.£51.10 

Grolier New Encyclopedia CD.£42.10 

interactive Space Encyclopedia CD.£33.20 

Isaac Asimov Science Adventure II CD.£26.40 

JFK Assassination CD.£29.80 

Mavis Beacon’s Typing v2 CD.£25.60 

Mayo Clinic CD.Call 

MS Art Gallery CD.£34.10 

MS Beethoven/Stravinski/Mozart/ 

Schubert CD Each.£33.20 

MS Bookshelf CD.£61.80 

MS Cinemania CD.£34.10 

MS Creative Writer 3.5".£31.50 

MS Dinosaurs CD.£34.10 

MS Encarta 1994 CD.£61.80 

MS Fine Artist 3.5".£31.50 

Oxford English Dictionary (Concise) CD.£42.60 

Oxford English Dicionary CD.£420.00 

Oxford Shakespeare CD.£23.90 

Prince Interactive CD.£30.70 

Redshift Astronomy CD.£42.60 

The Beatles (Hard Day’s Night) CD.£21.30 

The Ultimate Human Body CD.£51.90 

UFO CD (PhotosA/ideos/Accounts).£34.90 

Undersea Adventure CD/3.5".£25.60 

Vista Pro V3 CD.£52.00 

Wines of the World CD.£36.60 

Woodstock 25th Anniversary CD.Call 

World Atlas v4 CD.£16.20 


How to calculate your order 


Value of goods shown on page {mil 
VAT @17.5% Hi 
P&PBH 


Less £7.50 if applicable (See below) 


£7.50 Extra Discount! 


When you purchase any title with 
"l/entf. ‘Sent ^eu»e(t.. .VolUlDB 1 

A collection of 450+ of the latest and best Shareware Games on CD 

for just £24.95* fully inclusive 

or less than 5 pence a game 
“Highly recommended’’ Practical PC 1994 
“Game of the Month” PC Format September 1994 

The CD contains over 450 great games in uncompressed format, ready to run, 
hassle free! We have selected only the very best titles from major companies 
such as Epic, Apogee and Id. All the games come ready to run, so you won’t need 
to waste time unzipping files every time you want to play a game or move it to 
your Hard Disk. 

Among the many titles you will receive are; 

Doom, Wolfenstein 3D, Spear of Destiny, Duke Nukem, Major Stryker, Shooting 
Gallery, Epic Pinball, Bio Menace, Jill of the Jungle, 

Cosmo’s Cosmic Adventure, Blake Stone, Defender of Boston, Monster Bash, 
Halloween Harry, Commander Keen, Sherlock, Poker, Blackjack, Mahjong, Chess, 
Pirada, Anagram, Word Games and many more Arcade, Adventure, Educational, 
Casino, Card, Simulation and Strategy games too numerous to mention. 

We guarantee there is absolutely no padding - only the very best 
games are included. 

*The Very Best Games Volume 1 contains shareware titles. 

These require separate payment to authors if found useful. 


Cica 3 Discs.£17.00 

Clipart Heaven 2.£18.75 

Desktop Publisher’s Dream Kit.£21.30 

Dr Fonts/Win/Games/Graph/Utilities etc each.£9.35 

Libris Britannia 3.£23.85 

Encyc of Sound I and II each.£9.35 

Platinum Utils/Publisher/Win/Education each.£11.05 

Shareware Heaven 3.£13.60 

Windows Heaven.£13.60 

WORD PERFECT MAIN ST 

Works.£56.60 

Letter Perfect.£28.10 

Express Fax-i-.£39.20 

Infocentral.£56.60 

Grammatik.£28.10 

Clipart Premium.£42.60 

Clipart Office/Home each.£21.30 

Kap’n Karaoke CD.£21.30 

Wallabee Jack Bingi Burra/Thai Sun CD each.£21.30 

Mickey’s Memory Challenge.£21.30 

Mickey’s Jigsaw.£21.30 

OFFICE/FINANCE ETC 

Corel Photo CDs each.£24.70 

Quickbooks.£109.80 

Quicken UK v3.£37.50 

Quick Invoice UK.£33.20 

Quick Tax UK 94. £38.30 

Wordstar v2 for Win + Correct Grammar.£30.70 

CHILDREN’S EDUCATIONAL 

(see also Reference) 

ADI GCSE Maths.£20.10 

ADI GCSE English.£20.10 

ADI GCSE French.£20.10 

ADI English Aged 13-14.£16.20 

ADI French Aged 11-12.£16.20 

ADI Maths Aged 11-12.£16.20 

ADI Maths Aged 13-14.£16.20 

Arthur’s Teacher Trouble.£23.90 

Busy Town.£37.50 

Fatty Bear Ages 3-7.£28.10 

Fatty Bear’s Fun Pack.£22.20 

Fun School 4 Under 5s.£15.40 

Fun School 4 5-7.£15.40 

Fun School 4 7-11.£15.40 

Henrietta’s Book of Spells.£24.70 

Incred X-Section Stowaway.£31.10 

Just Grandma & Me.£24.70 

Kid Desk.£24.70 

Legend of Oz.£31.50 

Little Monster Goes to School.£26.80 

Millies Maths House.£24.70 

My First Incred Amaz. Dictionary.£32.40 

Noddy’s Playtime..£18.80 

Putt Putt Fun Pack.£24.70 

Ruff’s Bone.£26.80 

Swamp Gas.£24.70 

Tortoise & Hare.£29.00 

Tuneland.£26.80 

Way Things Work.£51.90 


All other Reference, Games or Business titles 
available. We will always give the best possible price. 
Please call for a competitive quote. 

SPECIAL OFFERS 

QEMM7 

(“...the best Memory Manager especially for 
CD-Drives - solves all your memory 
problems - You need QEMM 7 right now” 

93% PC Format) 

PLUS PRIVATEER (92% PC Home) and 
SHADOWCASTER (90% PC Gamer) 
on 3.5" all in one pack. On our own PCs, 

QEMM 7 has created between 629-634k available memory 
below the line! Honest! 

Only £57.90 (£160 + RRP) 

MULTIMEDIA MAGIC CD 

Create your own animated movies with this 
6 package special, including 
ANIMATION VvORKS - winner of Publish 
Magazine’s Readers’ Choice Award. - HALO 
DESKTOP IMAGER - winner of PC Magazine’s Editor’s 
Choice Award - and Addimpact! - winner of Windows 
Magazine’s WIN 100 award. Contains Animated screen¬ 
savers, over 1000 animated actors, clipart, photos, sound 
clips, etc. 

Allows you to record your own sound, 
narration, music. The best pack we 
have seen - superb value. 

Only £24.70 (£300 + RRP) 


GOLDMASTER DISKS 
Pre-formatted DSHD (1.44Mb) 
Box of 50 only £22.20 

CD REPAIR KIT £12.35 


Credit Card Hotline 0724 271281 (4 Lines) Mon - Fri 9.00-6.30, Sat 9.00-1.00 


By Post: Cheques/PO to Multimax Ltd, PO Box 28, Scunthorpe DN16 3UF 


P&P £2.50 per order UK. £4.00 Europe (EC). £5.50 elsewhere. All prices exclude VAT at 17.5%. Prices correct at time of going to press 








































































































































































































FEATURE 


Mouse 




Product IVIouselVIan Sensa 


Price £49 


Supplier Logitech 


Telephone 0344 891313 


l/ Comfortable, well 

designed, and very 
stylish 


Expensive compared 
to other mice 


ma Verdict ★★★★★☆ 


MouseMan 

Sensa 


LOOKING for a mouse with a stylish 
difference? Then Logitech’s Sensa 
range might just appeal. Designed by 
Italians, of course, the range com¬ 
prises of four fashionable mice 
dressed in suitably chic designs. 

Deep Wood and Black Chess both 
have a high gloss texture, while Silver 
Pearl and Blue Leopard are kind of 
velvety to the touch. Bizarre admit¬ 
tedly, but smart nevertheless. 

The Logitech MouseMan range all 
have a nice comfortable shape and 
these are no different with indenta¬ 
tions for the thumb and fingers that 
makes using them nice and natural. 

Bundled together with Logitech’s 
usual Senseware software, the Sensa 
mice are as functional as the standard 
MouseMan model, but offer a choice 
of four nice alternatives to the boring 
cream models for just £2 extra. 


Bored with your current pointing 
device? In search of a more 
comfortable, more dynamic 
model? Wayne Williams gathers 
together some of latest and 
greatest rodent offerings 

Microsoft mouse 

IF you are after a straightforward, no 
frills quality mouse, Microsoft’s 
offering has obviously got to be one 
of the main contenders. 

Kidney shaped, the result 
apparently of some considerable 
ergonomic research, it has a slight 
indentation on the left hand side 
where you can rest your thumb, 
which makes using it nice and natur¬ 
al. Although this is clearly a consen¬ 
sus to the right handed user, left han¬ 
ders shouldn’t be put off by it as it’s 
equally comfortable in either paw. 

The new Intellipoint software that 
comes with the mouse is excellent 
with loads of handy features includ¬ 
ing several useful shortcuts and dou¬ 
ble click functions. You can even 
choose from five sets of different cur¬ 
sor animations to accompany clicks 
- pointless, but fun. 



Product 

Microsoft Mouse 

Price 

£46 

Supplier 

Microsoft 

Telephone 

0734 270001 

✓ 

Simple, comfortable 
and with some 
excellent software 

X 

Perhaps slightly 
overpriced 

nan verdict 



Microsoft Home mouse 


YOU can’t help thinking, looking at 
Microsoft’s new Home mouse, that 
the designer took his brief a little too 
literally. “We need a Home mouse” 
they’d have said, so what do they get? 
A mouse shaped like a house. O 
rather, like a factory. Hmm. 

Anyway, it’s a simple two but 
ton affair in a nice deep shade 
of slate blue. Both buttons 
have been shaped to mimic 
rooftops, and the cord con¬ 
nection designed to look like a 
chimney. 

Gimmicks aside though, it’s a nice 
shape and one that I’d imagine can be 
comfortably used by pretty much 
everybody - except people like Andy 
who have fingers four foot long. The 
left button is slightly raised which 
makes clicking a comfortable, pretty 
natural affair. 

Not a bad mouse, but not a stun¬ 
ner either. Still the inclusion of 
Microsoft’s Intellipoint software 
earns it some extra points. 



Product 

Microsoft Home Mouse 

Price 

£32 

Supplier 

Microsoft 

Telephone 

0734 270001 

✓ 

Excellent software, 
raised left button 
makes clicking easy 

X 

Feels pretty naff actually 
and as for designing it to 
look like a house... 

m3 Verdict ★★★★☆☆ 
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FUTURE 



MOUSE 


Logitech 

Chroma 

GUARANTEED to brighten any 
desktop, the new range of Chroma 
mice from Logitech comes in a 
choice of bright colours on suitably 
garish mousemats. You can choose 
from a blue mouse on a yellow mat, 
orange on blue, green on orange or 
yellow on green. 

Aside from just being bright they 
are also comfortable to use, your 
hand rests nicely on the mouse with 
the positioning of the three buttons 
about right. The response is smooth 
and the mouse feels light without 
being flimsy. 

The software that comes with the 
Chroma includes a comprehensive 
Help section, a screen saver, and the 
Mouse Control Centre. The mouse 
buttons can be assigned to commonly 
performed tasks such as double click, 
minimise, maximise and all the 12 F- 
keys. 

The choice of colours is a bonus as 
the mouse itself is well designed, 
comfortable to use and reasonably 
priced at under £30. 


IF, like me, you hate wires all over 
your desk and often find your mouse 
getting tangled up in the phone cable 
or trapped under the base of the PC, 
Logitech might just have the answer. 

The MouseMan cordless, in case 
you hadn’t already guessed, doesn’t 
have a cord to worry about, it’s a 
radio controlled jobbie. This has an 
advantage over similar infrared 
offerings in that the base unit - the 
part that plugs into the PC - doesn’t 
have to be within sight of the mouse 
to receive the signal. 

On the downside though it’s 
probably not quite as responsive as a 
standard cable mouse, or as precise, 
but after about five minutes with it 
you’ll become accustomed to this 
and the pros soon outweigh the 
cons, particularly as it’s nicely 
shaped and extremely comfortable 
to use. 


MouseMan 

cordless 



Product MouseMan cordless 


Price £65 


Supplier Logitech 


Telephone 0344 891313 


^ Comfortable, with no 

annoying cable to get in 
the way 


X Rather expensive 


iJiH Verdict ★★★★★☆ 


Product 

Logitech Chroma 

Mouse 

Price 

£28 

Supplier 

Logitech 

Tel 

0344 891313 

✓ 

Comfortabie to use, 
looks good 

X 

Personal preference, 
but why no red on 
yellow? 

UJl Verdict ★★★★☆☆ 



Product Sicos Colani Mouse 


Price £27 


Supplier Gem 


Tel 0279 442842 


^ Extremely comfortable to 

use, available for both 
left and right handers 


X Pink logo on black looks 

a bit nasty 


□on Verdict 


Sicos 

Colani 

Mouse 

ERGONOMICALLY shaped periph¬ 
erals have always been a little ques¬ 
tionable in my mind because of the 
matter of size. One person’s comfy 
chair could make someone else feel 
like they’re sitting on a bed of nails. 
So imagine my surprise when I 
slipped my scrawny mits round the 
sleek black rodent and it was actually 
rather comfortable. 

The rear of the mouse extends 
right down to the base of your hand, 
which means that almost all the 
weight of your hand is on it and not 
touching the mat, essential for inten¬ 
sive mouse work. 

Supplied with the Colani are all 
the drivers you need and these work 
fine in both Dos and Windows. The 
fact that you can get all of this at a 
bargain price of less than £30 makes 
this a must for people who fancy a 
comfortable change. 
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Rotoscoped game character with real-^tne 
scaling and over 500 frames of animation... 


Take Boris Verne, a. uniquely ordinary guy... 

minute he's sitting quietly at his 35-bit Excellence 
‘'wigine home computer; The n^ he's being transported to 
Sllother dimension by his eccentric uncle's Virtual Dimension 
'0 Inducer! 

‘ Imagine hovy he feels when he emerges from a rip in the 
space-time continuum into an unknown dimension... 

.. Encounter weird alien worlds and their even wierder alien 
’ inhabitants! Guide Boris op an action-packed chase acrosr 
the gulfs of space to find a fabled lost star. Help him find the/ 
key to defeating the evil Golden King who rules his 

UNIVERSE! 


Lush, 256-colour hand-painted scenes 
teeming with background animations... 


Feel the sense of total immersion in this 
parallel universe, enhanced by atmospheric, 
mood-responsive music... 


Avaiidble on: Amig| (compatible vi^ 500,600 and 1200) 
J Amiga CD32, PC and PC€D ROM 


Universe © Core Design Limited. All Rights Rested. 

55 Ashbourne Road Derby DE22 3FS Telephone 10332) 297797 Facsimile (0332) 381511 
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REVEALED - THE SECRETS 


OF CREATIVE WRITING 



Creative 

Writing’s 

point- 

and'Click 

interface 

makes 

learning 

easy 


Creative Writing reveals: 

• How to write articles editors want to buy. 

• Secrets of writing saleable short stories. 

• Best way to break into TV and Radio 
writing. 

• How to boost your earnings with 
readers’ letters and fillers. 

• How your computer can turbo-charge 
your writing career. 

• How to plan and write a non-fiction book 
or novel. 

• How to captivate children and teenagers 
with your fiction. 

• The challenges and satisfactions of 
writing peotry. 


YOU have a PC and a wordprocessor - and plenty of ideas! All you 
need now to begin a profitable writing career is knowledge of the many 
markets for writers - and sound advice on how to write what editors 


actually want! 

Previously, the only answer has been costly courses. Now, Way 
Ahead provides a comprehensive learning package which runs in 
Microsoft Windows, and it costs just £39.99! 


I There are more than 1,000 newspapers in Britain, not to mention over 8,000 [ 

I magazines, and many, in some cases most, of their stories and features are provided [ 
1 by freelances. Then there are books, theatre, films, TV, radio - and the exciting new 1 
1 world of electronic publishing. There is a huge demand for original material - but ! 
I only those with market knowledge and the right techniques will succeed. i 

I Creative Writing shows you how! j 

I_I 



An interactive tutorial tells you 
how Creative Writing works 


Complete interactive 
course costs only 

£ 39.99 

plus £2 P«&P. 

Send cheque or PO to: 

Way Ahead, 

27 Woodford Green, 
Bratton, Telford, 
Shropshire TF5 ONS. 
Please make cheques/POs 
payable to Way Ahead 
3.Sin disks only 



WAT AnCAD 

Telephone enquiries: 0952 243153 



IT’S MODEM MADNESS!! 

FAXING MADE 


14.4 & 28.8 modems with 
card, desk-top & PCMCIA options 

* ‘intelligent’ fax/phone switching built-in 
(save ECe’s) * digital display * PCMCIA 
with built-in line interface MNP 10 & 5 

* Fax & Comms S/W. Details on request. 


Voice version for V.Mail, Fax-on-Demand, etc. 


Tn'vsrlsK 


World beating 
technology, at 
earth shattej'ing 
prices. 

Intertex IX SERIES 





Desk-top 14.4/28.8 

£149/299 

PC Card 14.4/28.8 

£149/299 

Voice 14.4 (inc. S/W) 

£219 

PCMCIA 14.4/28.8 

£199/299 


/Mima OTqqqliOib® ^(^©dud [DaDP^aOQQ 

WHITEbox Mini-Fax 

Now everyone can use their PC to get 
faxing or on-line, quickly and 
easily. Fax & communications 
software is included and being a 
pocket modem (battery or mains) it’s 
equally at home on the desk or on- 
the-move. 

“The UK’s best value Fax-Modem... it eats 



WHITEbox Mini-Fax 

Group 3, Class 1 fax - 9600 bps 
(send) & 4800 (receive). 2400 bps 
Data - V.42 bis & MNP5 (via SAV) 
battery or mains powered. 


Other Fax-Modems for breakfast!” Practical PC July 1994 
Iwhat PC July 1994 


“Modem of the year” 


Free 

CompuServe 


One. ‘WinCim') 
with select modems 


Lt 




(liflobotics 

The kitelliQont Choice in Data Communications 

BpurbiBf 

■* external 

Why pay more 
for this top selling V.32 
bis, 14,400 bps modem! 

Apple Mac POA 

EXPRESS TECHNOLOGY 

THE COMMUNICATIONS COMPANY 





Computer 



Modems BABT Approved 



Zoom V.32 bis, 14.400 modems offer 
outstanding performance, features and value. 
“iVs a stunner... a bargain” Windows User 
WinFax Pro V.4 Upgrade £35. Apple Mac POA 


FOR ORDERS & INFORMATION 

Just call our HOTLINE, Mon. - Fri. We accept most | 
major credit cards and orders are usually 
dispatched within 48 hours (subject to availability). | 

All prices ex. £9 Carriage (pocket modems £5) & Vat 
FOR E.MAIL: sales @ extech.demon.co.uk 


Price Promise 

^atever the make,call 
first and if loe've got 
'll beat any genuinely 
‘’'^t>ert,sed price. 


EXPRESS TECHNOLOGY LTD., ASHFORD ROAD, ASHFORD, MIDDLESEX. TW15 1XE TEL: 0784 421123 FAX: 0784 421910 
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FEATURE 



CITY 

Pete Hawley popped on 
a tram and took a ride 
into his home city of 
Manchester to check out 
Interactive City, part of 
the In The City festival 


T 


I HE Music and Computer 
industries are drawing 
closer together and even¬ 
tually may merge into 
one successful media 
accessible to a wider mar 
ket than just people with 
£1,000 PCs. 

There were platforms of all descrip¬ 
tions on show and plenty of developers 
displaying their wares that are instantly 
recognisable to PC users but completely 
new to some of the record company 
A&R types. 

When journos go to these seminar 
type things we like to have something to 
keep us happy for a few hours before 
the thing actually starts. The In The 
City goody bag is one of the finest free¬ 
bies I’ve had the 


mi 


impressive and most organised to date. 

In the main foyer were the informa¬ 
tion desks surrounded by monitors and 
information booths displaying 
Disctronics’ Into The City guide. This 
contains info and MPEG video on all 
the drinking holes, gig venues and eat 
houses of Manchester, which I’ll be dis¬ 
secting for next month’s issue, and gave 
visitors a good idea of what to expect 
outside the Holiday Inn. 



“If this new merge of media 
types is to work, who wiii receive 
the royaities - the recording 
artist or the deveiopers?” 


pleasure to 
receive. Inside the 
specially made 
festival bag was a 
whole host of pre¬ 
sents and toys. 

About a dozen 
sampler audio 
CDs, a laminated 
pass with my mug 

plastered on it, an interactive guide on 
CD-Rom of the festival, which was jam 
packed with all my favourite haunts, 
half a dozen music magazines and a 
plethora of press releases. 

The Holiday Inn Crowne Plaza Hotel 
is one of Manchester’s finest and a fit¬ 
ting venue for a festival that gains more 
and more international recognition 
each year. Having attended the previ¬ 
ous In The City festivals, and taken part 
in one, I can say it was by far the most 


The Interactive City seminar began 
on the Sunday and the program listed 
all the up and coming seminars and 
special guest appearances over the com¬ 
ing four days. I attended a number of 
seminars and many of them proved to 
be of great interest to people in the 
industry who were mapping the way 
forward for the music industry and it 
will be digitally represented in the com¬ 
ing decade. 

It wasn’t just a few no marks sitting 


in rooms shouting each other down 
either, there were some seriously big 
names from the record and music 
industries present who have the power 
to make the changes everyone was dis¬ 
cussing. Sony Records, Geffen, Island, 
A&M, PWL, EMI, MCA, Virgin, 
London Records, Polygram and 
Atlantic were but a few of the major 
league players present. 

Representatives from the computer 
industry were here too to add their 
words of wisdom: Philips Interactive, 
Probe Media, Ocean, Creative Labs for 
starters and many unannounced guests 
who seemed to appear from nowhere. 
Some were representing major League 
American software producers, men¬ 
tioning no names. 

Among the seminars of the 
Interactive gathering were discussions 
on Licensing the Infobahn, debating the 
use of the Internet as a route to reach¬ 
ing the public for promotion purposes 
while trying to overcome people’s tech¬ 
no fear. 

Heated discussions of what a music 
CD-Rom actually is and what it eventu¬ 
ally should be saw some very interesting 


clashes of opinion from some major 
record company executives. 

If this new merge of media types is to 
work, who will receive the royalties - 
the recording artist or the developers of 
the interactive software? Will the devel¬ 
opers of future CD-Rom music soft¬ 
ware get paid a lump sum like record 
sleeve designers or are they entitled to 
more? This discussion went on for some 
time as you’d expect and the clash of 
egos concerning who deserved the dosh 
was something to see but little was 
decided upon. 

A number of the week’s seminars 
were hypothetical but of tremendous 
relevance to how we will perceive and 
buy our music in the future. A lot of the 
discussion was reserved exclusively for 
those in the decision making positions 
of the record companies. But it gave me 
and other people in the computer 
industry plenty of food for thought. 

# Next month III be taking a closer look 
at the Into the City interactive guide to 
the festival on CD-Rom and a few opin¬ 
ions of the state of the music industry as 
a whole. Q33 
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DELTA! 






CyberRace (combat racing) 

PC 

£ 29.00 





Dark Seed 

MAC PC 

£ 35.00 

A Hard Days Night: Voyager 

MAC 

PC 

£ 23.00 

Day of the Tentacle 

PC 

£ 28.00 

Comic Book Confidential 

MAC 

£ 27.00 

Dracula Unleashed 

PC 

£ 31.00 

Complete Maus 

MAC 

£ 29.00 

Dragon Lair 

MAC PC 

£ 29.00 

1 Photograph to Remember 

MAC 

PC 

£ 24.00 

Dragonsphere 

PC 

£ 27.00 

Investigating 20th Century Art 


PC 

£ 139.00 

Dune 

PC 

£ 33.00 

Macbeth 

MAC 

PC 

£29.00 

Eye of the Beholder 

PC 

£ 11.00 

Marvin Minsky: The Society of Mind 

MAC 


£ 29.00 

Eye of the Beholder Trilogy 

PC 

£ 27.00 

Microsoft Art Gallery 

MAC 

PC 

E 35.90 

FI 17A/FI 5 Double Pack 

PC 

£ 27.00 

Microsoft Cinemania 

MAC 

PC 

£ 36.50 

F-15 Strike Eagle III 

PC 

£ 28.00 

Midnight Movie Madness 


PC 

£31.00 

FI 9 Stealth Fighter 

PC 

£ 12.00 

Poetry in Motion: Voyager 

MAC 

PC 

£ 17.00 

Fantasy Empires Enhanced 

PC 

£ 23.00 

Renaissance Masters 


PC 

£ 35.00 

Flight Sim Toolkit 

PC 

£ 32.00 

Roger Ebert’s Movie Companion 

MAC 

PC 

£ 35.00 

Fly Drive Spectacular 

PC 

£ 32.00 

Salt of the Earth (Voyager) 

MAC 


£ 27.00 

Gabriel Knight 

PC 

£ 28.00 

To New Horizons (Voyager) 

MAC 


E 18.00 

Gateway 2: Homeworld 

PC 

£ 26.00 

1 




Goblins 3 

PC 

£ 29.00 

Aesops Fables 

MAC 

PC 

£ 16.00 

Golden 7 

PC 

£ 29.90 

Amanda Stories 

MAC 

PC 

£ 28.00 

Great Navel Battles Vol. 2 

PC 

£ 26.00 

Animal Alphabet 

MAC 

PC 

£ 27.00 

Hand of Fate 

PC 

£ 29.00 

CD FunHouse (Wayzata) 

MAC 

PC 

£ 18.00 

Hell Cab 

MAC PC 

£ 32.00 

CountDown (Voyager) 

MAC 


£ 15.00 

Humans 

PC 

£ 27.00 

Ecoquest: The Search for Cetus 


PC 

£ 28.00 

Inca 2 

PC 

£ 34.00 

Eric the Unready 

MAC 

PC 

£ 22.60 

Indiana Jones and Fate of Atlantis 

PC 

£ 28.50 

Mixed Up Mother Goose 


PC 

£ 22.00 

Interplay 10 Year Anthology 

PC 

£ 32.00 

Moving Gives a Stomach Ache 

MAC 

PC 

£ 18.00 

Iron Helix (3d Adventure) 

MAC 

£ 24.00 

New Kid on the Block- 

MAC 

PC 

£ 25.80 

Jones in the Fast Lane 

PC 

£ 29.00 

Playtime in the Park (NEW) 

MAC 

PC 

£ 27.00 

Journeyman Project (year 2318) 

MAC PC 

£ 24.50 

Putt Putt Joins the Parade 

MAC 

PC 

£ 29.00 

Jump Raven 

MAC 

£ 33.80 

Rodney's Wonder Window 

MAC 

PC 

£ 22.00 

Jurassic Park 

PC 

£ 25.00 

Silly Noisy House: Voyager 

MAC 

PC 

£ 29.00 

Labyrinth of Time 

MAC PC 

£ 26.00 

Spell casting Party 


PC 

£ 25.00 

Lands of Lore 

PC 

£ 33.00 

Tale of Benjamin Bunny 

MAC 

PC 

£ 17.00 

Lasersoft Top Track 

PC 

£ 32.00 

Tortoise and the Hare 

MAC 

PC 

£ 29.00 

Laura Bow 2 

PC 

£ 29.00 

Willy Wabbit (NEW) 

MAC 

PC 

£ 28.00 

Lawnmower Man 

MAC PC 

£ 33.80 

Zargon Zoo (NEW) 

MAC 

PC 

£ 39.00 

Leader Board Collection 

PC 

£ 22.00 





Legend of Kyrandia 2 

PC 

£ 27.00 





Leisure Suit Larry 1 CD 

PC 

£ 12.00 

100 Backgrounds 

MAC 


£ 25.00 

Lemmings Double Pack 

PC 

£ 25.00 

Backgrounds for Multimedia 

MAC 

PC 

£ 125.00 

Lord of the Rings( Tolkien classic) 

PC 

£ 28.00 

Boris Vallejo Fantasy Art 

MAC 

PC 

£ 25.00 

Lost Treasures of Infocom 

MAC PC 

£ 24.00 

Corel Photo CD’s (each) 

MAC 

PC 

£ 25.00 

Ml Tank Platoon 

PC 

£ 12.00 

Decades 

MAC 


£ 69.00 

Mad Dog Mcree 

PC 

£ 29.00 

Desktop Pub 3.0 (1700 images) 

MAC 


£ 59.00 

MegaRace 

PC 

£ 24.80 

Gallery of Dreams (Wayzata) 

MAC 

PC 

£ 25.00 

Microcosm 

PC 

£ 33.50 

Clipmaster Pro 

PC 

£ 29.00 

Myst Strategy Book 

BQOK 

£ 12.95 

Provektor Classic 

MAC 

PC 

£ 37.00 

Nomad 

PC 

£ 19.00 

Provektor II 

MAC 

PC 

E 74.00 

Outpost (NEW) 

PC 


Provektor III 

MAC 

PC ! 

£ 115.00 

Pirates 

PC 

£ 11.00 

Provektor Media 

MAC 

PC 

£ 39.00 

Police Quest 1 

PC 

£ 11.00 

QuickTime; The CD 93 (2 CDs) 

MAC 


£ 37.00 

Police Quest IV (NEW) 

PC 

£ 33.00 

QuickToons: Cartoon Classics 

MAC 1 

PC 

£ 14.00 

Private Eye Mysteries 

PC 

£ 32.00 

Trick of Light 

MAC 


£ 57.00 

Protostar 

PC 

£ 27.00 

World View 

MAC 1 

PC 

£ 24.00 

Quantum Gate * 

MAC 

£ 34.00 





Ravenloft 

PC 

£ 29.00 


Garmon Sandiego (World)Deluxe MAC PC 

Exotic Japan; Voyager MAC 

Global Explorer PC 

Last Chance to See 
Maps n Facts PC Globe 
Oceans Below 
Picture Atlas of the World 
Undersea adventure 
World Atlas 
World Atlas 4.0 


£ 38.00 
£ 29.00 
£ 69.00 
MAC PC £ 29.00 


MAC PC £ 12.00 


Baby File - Conception to Birth 

Bodyworks 3.0 

Digital Love 

Family Doctor 3 

Kathy Smith Fat Burning System 

LifeSaver 

Mayo Clinic - The Total Heart 
Pill Book 


A Million Laughs 
Cover Girl Strip Poker 
Digital Dancing 
Forever Growing Garden 
Funny (100 jokes):Warner 
How God Makes God 
Midnight Stranger (NEW) 
Video Cube 
Virtual Tarot 


7tti Guest (2 CD Set) 

7th Guest & Dune Double Pack 
Alone in the Dark & Jack 
Battle Chess Enhanced 
Battle Isle II 

Beneath a Steel Sky (NEW) 
Better Dead 
Blue Force 
Chaos Continuum 
Chessmaster 3000 Pro 
Comanche : Overkill 
Critical Path 
Cruise for a Corpse 


MAC PC 
PC 

MAC PC 
PC 

MAC 

MAC 

MAC 

PC 

MAC 


PC 

PC 

MAC PC 
PC 
PC 

MAC 

PC 

MAC PC 
PC 


£ 29.00 
£ 26.00 
£ 27.00 
£ 29.00 
£ 27.00 
£ 27.00 
£ 29.00 
£ 29.00 
£ 28.00 

£ 39.00 
£ 29.90 
£ 18.00 
£ 29.00 
£ 27.00 
£ 37.50 
£ 39.00 
£ 24.00 
£ 39.00 
£ 35.00 
£ 29.00 
£ 29.00 
£ 11.50 


Rebel Assault 
Returrt to Zork 
Reunion 
Sam and Max 

Secret Weapons of the Luftwaffe 
Sherlock Holmes Consulting 
SimCity Enhanced 
Space Quest I: Roger Wilco 
Star Trek 25th Annniversary 
Strike Co withTactical Missions 
TFX 

The Horde (MPEG) 

Under a Killing Moon (NEW) 
Video Game Solution 
Magic Death 
Walls of Rome 
Who Killed Sam Rupert? 

Who Shot Johnny Rock 
Wolfpack 

World of Xeen: Might and Magic 

Wrath of the Gods 


American Adventure 
Britain at its Best 


PC 

MAC PC 
PC 
PC 
PC 

MAC PC 

MAC PC 
PC 
PC 
PC 
PC 
PC 


MAC 

PC 

MAC PC 


£ 28.00 
£ 27.50 
£ 26.00 
£ 27.00 
£ 29.00 
£ 27.00 
£ 29.00 
£ 11.00 
£ 32.00 
£ 32.00 
£ 29.80 
£ 29.00 
£ 43.50 
£ 28.00 
£ 26.00 
£ 23.00 
£ 22.00 
£ 28.00 
£ 19.00 
E 33.00 
£ 37.00 


£ 39.00 
£ 18.00 


PC 

PC 

MAC PC 
PC 


MAC 
MAC PC 
PC 

MAC PC 
MAC PC 
MAC 
MAC PC 
PC 


PC 

MAC PC 
MAC 


Castles 2 CD 
Desert Storm 
First Emperor of China 
JFK Assassination 
Microsoft Ancient Lands 
Seven Days In August 
Time Traveller 
Who Built America 
World War II Archives 

Asterix Learn French 
Interactive French Tutor 
Languages of the World 
Learn to Speak English 
Learn to Speak Spanish 

Barron's Book Notes 
Desktop Bookshelf 
Great Mystery Classics 
Library of the Future 
Madness of Roland 
Microsoft's Creative Writer 
Strauss: Three Tone Poems 

All My Hummingbirds have Alibis 
Dvorak: Symphony No 9 
Interactive (NEW) 

Intro to Classical Music 
Jazz - A Multimedia History 
Jump - David Bowie (NEW) 

Microsoft Beethoven 9th 
Microsoft Mozart 
Microsoft Musical Instruments 
Microsoft's Stravinsky 
Mozart Magic Flute (3 disc Set) 

Mozart: The Dissonant Quartet 
Qrchestra 

Residents Freakshow 
Rock Rap and Roll 
Schubert: Trout Quintet 
So I've Heard Vol 1: Bach & Before 
So I've Hrd Vol. 2: Classical Ideal 
So I've Hrd Vol 3: Beethoven 
Viking Qpera Guide 
Xplora 1 (Peter Gabriel) 

Architecture 
Astrology Source 

Attica Writers Reference Bookshelf 
Autoworks 
Baseball's Greatest Hits MAC 

Classic Library (NEW) MAC PC 

Concise Oxford English Dictionary PC 

Crossword Cracker pc 

Daily and Sunday Telegraph 93 PC 

Exploring Earth Science 


£ 55.00 
£ 55.00 
E 27.00 
£ 35.00 

£ 36.80 
£ 45.00 
£ 19.00 
£ 39.00 
£ 32.00 
£ 49.00 
£ 32.00 
£ 29.00 

£ 39.00 
£ 22.00 
£ 29.00 


PC 

£ 32.00 

PC 

£ 35.40 

MAC PC 

£ 35.00 

MAC PC 

£ 45.00 

MAC 

£ 29.00 

PC 

£ 139.00 

MAC 

£ 77.00 

PC 

£ 139.00 

PC 

£ 59.00 

MAC PC 

£ 49.00 

MAC PC 

£ 49.00 

PC 

£ 29.00 

PC 

£ 24.00 

PC 

£ 33.00 

PC 

£ 199.00 

MAC PC 

£ 45.00 

PC 

£ 45.00 

MAC 

£ 29.00 

MAC 

£ 25.00 

MAC 

£ 37.00 

PC 

£ 37.50 

PC 

£ 46.80 

MAC PC 

£ 29.00 

MAC 

£ 29.00 

PC 

£ 35.00 

PC 

£ 36.00 

MAC PC 

£ 35.90 

MAC PC 

£ 35.00 

MAC 

£ 39.00 

MAC 

£ 29.00 

MAC 

£ 45.00 

MAC PC 

£ 29.00 

PC 

£ 49.00 

MAC 

£ 29.00 

MAC 

£ 15.00 

MAC 

£ 15.00 

£ 15.00 

PC 

£ 89.00 

MAC 

£ 28.00 

PC 

£ 35.00 

MAC PC 

£ 35.00 


Exploring Plant Science PC 

From Alice to Ocean MAC 

Guinness Disk of Records MAC PC 

Lovers Guide MAC PC 

Microsoft Bookshelf MAC PC 

Microsoft Encarta 1994 MAC PC 

Oxford English Dictionary 2nd ed MAC PC 

Oxford Shakespeare (NEW) PC 

U.F.O. PC 

Wines of the World MAC PC 

World of the Vikings MAC 


3D Body Adventure PC 

3D Dinosaur Adventure PC 

Animals of the San Diego Zoo MAC PC 

Big Green Disk MAC PC 

Cats MAC 

Creepy Crawlies MAC PC 

Cute & Cuddlies MAC PC 

Dictionary of the Living World MAC PC 

Dinosaurs (Comprehensive Guide) MAC PC 

Electricity & Magnetism MAC PC 

How Computers Work MAC PC 

Interactive Periodic Table PC 

LIFEmap - Animals MAC 

LIFEmap - Organic Diversity 
Microsoft Dangerous Creatures 
Microsoft's Asimov 
National Geographies Mammals 
Planetary Taxi: Voyager 
Small Blue Planet 
World Alive (Documentary) 


Interactive Space Encyclopaedia 

Murmurs of Earth 

Redshift Multimedia Astronomy 

Shuttle: Space Flight Simulator 

Space Adventure 

Shuttle 

View From Earth 


Black Rain dV 

Fatal Attraction dv 

Ghost Qv 

Naked Gun 2.5 DV 

Patriot Games DV 

Star Trek 6 DV 

The Hunt for Red October DV 

Top Gun DV 

Wayne’s World (NEW) DV 

7th Guest (NEW) 

Alien Gate CDi 

Dragon’ Lair (NEW) 

Hotel Mario (NEW) CDi 

Kether CDi 

SoundTrap CDi 

Space Ace 

Video Speedway CDi 


£ 139.00 
£ 29.00 
£ 29.00 
£ 19.00 
E 75.80 
£ 68.80 
£ 425.00 
£ 25.00 
£ 35.00 
£ 37.00 
£ 58.00 


£ 43.80 
£ 29.00 
£ 29.00 
£ 42.00 
£ 29.00 
£ 34.00 
£ 34.00 
£ 68.90 
£ 39.00 
£ 49.00 
£ 45.00 
£ 94.00 
£ 23.00 


MAC 


£ 23.00 


PC 

£ 36.90 

MAC 


£ 39.00 

MAC 

PC 

£ 37.00 

MAC 


£ 24.00 

MAC 

PC 

£ 38.00 

MAC 


£ 29.00 

MAC 


£ 38.00 

MAC 

PC 

£ 34.00 

MAC 

PC 

£ 47.00 


PC 

£ 34.00 


PC 

£ 43.80 

MAC 

PC 

£ 19.80 


£ 12.17 
£ 12.17 
£ 12.17 
£ 12.17 
£ 12.17 
£ 12.17 
£ 12.17 
£ 12.17 
£ 12.17 


£ 38.30 
£ 15.31 
£ 38.30 
£ 27.65 
£ 26.80 
£ 19.13 
£ 38.29 
£ 22.97 


£ 47.00 
£ 45.00 
£ 29.00 
£ 39.00 
E 45.00 
£ 24.00 
PC £116.00 
PC £ 189.00 


Antistatic (NEW) 

Bryan Adams - Waking up the 
The Cream of Clapton (NEW) 


David Bowie 

Dinosaurs - The Myths & The Reality 

History of Aviation 

Indecent Proposal 

Kate Bush - The Whole Story 

Pavarotti 

Pink Floyd 

Queen - The Greatest Flix I & II 
The Crying Game 
The Krays (NEW) 

The Three Tenors 

Tina Turner - Simply the Best 


£ 12.17 
£ 12.17 
£ 12.17 


£ 15.30 
£ 14.45 
£ 14.45 
£ 14.03 
£ 15.30 
£ 14.45 
£ 15.30 
£ 19.99 
£ 14.45 
£ 12.17 
£ 12.17 
£ 15.30 


WE DO NOT STOCK OR SUPPLY 'OEIV 
SENT RECORDED DELIVERY. 


'OR 'BUNDLE' VERSIONS OF CD 
A SIGNATURE WILL 


SOFTWARE. ALL SOFTWARE 
BE REQUIRED. E&OE. 


UK £3.00 PER OROER. 
EUROPE £5.00 PER OROER. 
PLEASE AOO UAT TO ALL PRICES. 


PO BOX 70, SARISBURY GREEN, 
SOUTHAMPTON, HAMPSHIRE, 
S031 4ZD, UK. 
Tel: ( + 44) 0703 455115. 
Fax: (+44) 0703 453231. 


0800 


THE CD RDM SPECIALISTS 


A SELECTION FROM OUR LISTING OF OVER 1600 CD ROM AND PHILIPS CDI TITLES 
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VIEW 


The PC HOME team 
finishes its marathon test 
on four PCs which have 
been in continuous use 
for the past six months 


REVIEWING PCs is always a difficult task if you only have a few days to evaluate 
the machines but, unfortunately, this is normally the case due to time constraints 
and over-anxious suppliers requiring stock back quickly. 

With this in mind, we asked four companies to supply multimedia PCs - cost¬ 
ing less than £1,250 (exc. VAT) - for a period of six months, during which time 
we could really get to know them inside and out. 

In the July issue of PC HOME we gave you our second impressions. Now we 
wind up the test with our final thoughts on the machines which have produced 
most of the copy you've been reading for the past six months. 


Royale 

486SX/33 Classic 


Bits and PCs 
Power IV 486DX-40 


Calculus Calibra 
Swift 486SX130 


Kamco 

KC433LB MPC 


I WILL miss my 
Royale Classic, 
which has 
served me well 
over the past 
few months. 
For both 

Windows appli¬ 
cations and Dos 
programs like games, it has behaved as 
well as you could expect from a 486SX 
with 4Mb ram, if not better. 

However, I did recently have a prob¬ 
lem with the mouse, as the supplied 
model started irregularly not bothering 
to appear as a pointer in Windows. 
When I tried it with a different mouse 
the problem disappeared, so this 
appears to be the least reliable of all the 
components. 

The internal bits like the hard and 
floppy drives are very reliable, as is the 
CD-Rom drive. All these are fast enough 
to cope with most accessing problems 
that come with software that requires a 
minimum of 4Mb of ram, and improve 
the performance compared to similar 
specification machines. The keyboard is 
also comfortable and has a nice feel. 

The Gravis Ultrasound can still cause 
problems configuring it with some 
games, although the vast majority work 
okay. 

However, recent upgrades of SBOS, 
the software SoundBlaster emulation 
that comes with the card, are improving 
all the time. 

The Royale has served me well for the 
past year, being reliable, sturdy and with 
plenty of room for upgrading. If you’re 
looking for reliability and future proof¬ 
ing then this is a sound machine to buy. 

Andy Shaw 


Product 

Royale 486SX/33 Classic 

Price 

£995 plus VAT 

Supplier 

Royale 

Tel 

0923 213141 

ina Verdict 



I CAN’T say 
that the nearing 
of the test peri¬ 
od saddens me, 
although I 
don’t really 
have anything 
much in the 
way of criticism 
to add to what was said in the last 
instalment. 

The keyboard is still one of the worst 
designs ever to grace the world as we 
know it, and the monitor remains on 
the dodgy side, but I harped on about 
this before. 

Hard disk wise, I was not impressed 
with the Power IV. For access, it’s one 
of the slowest machines around, which 
means that installation of hefty pro¬ 
grams is something of a nightmare. 

This is a shame, because the proces¬ 
sor itself is a fast DX, which performs 
well. 

As you can imagine, though, the 
combination of a good processor and a 
slack hard drive isn’t an ideal one. 

However, I must admit that the 
things aren’t all doom and gloom, and 
I’ve had no further problems with the 
machine since the last update. 

Still, this isn’t exactly a recommenda¬ 
tion, and I would advise potential buy¬ 
ers to exercise some caution. It’s fast in 
areas, not so much on the disk front, 
and while the sexy black colour scheme 
may appeal, the actual peripherals bring 
their own problems. 

Again, the DX-40 has been super¬ 
seded by a DX2-66 model, identical 
except for the processor, and the price 
below is accurate for the new spec. 

Darren Allan 


Product 

Power IV 486DX-40 

Price 

£950 plus VAT 

Supplier 

Bit’s and PCs 

Tel 

0344 776050 

uaJ Verdict 



LAST time I 
wrote about a 
rather disturb¬ 
ing problem 
that I was hav¬ 
ing with my 
monitor. 
Interference 
lines had sud¬ 
denly started to interrupt the display 
without any obvious cause. 

Shortly after that article appeared 
Calculus rang to say that my monitor 
was part of a faulty batch which had 
somehow made its way into the outside 
the world. Apologies were made and a 
replacement model duly sent and I’m 
pleased to report I’ve had no problems 
since. 

Over the time I’ve had the machine it 
has handled pretty much everything 
I’ve thrown at it without complaint. 
Admittedly it struggled with some more 
demanding packages, but you get what 
you pay for and this is to be expected. 

Where the Swift loses points, howev¬ 
er, is in its upgradeability. Full length 
cards are difficult to slot into the 
machine as too many wires are in the 
way and the power supply blocks off 
half the expansion sockets. 

The other sockets aren’t that easy to 
get too either as the mountings get in 
the way and you have to mess around 
for some time to make sure the board’s 
in before closing the casing. 

Overall, if you are after a cheap, 
functional PC the Swift will probably 
do you fine as long as you aren’t plan¬ 
ning to expand it too much. If you are, 
my simple advice would be to steer 


clear. 

Wayne Williams 

Product 

Calibra Swift 486SX 

Price 

£799 plus VAT 

Supplier 

Calculus 

Tel 

0543 418666 

rmn verdict 



THIS is a diffi¬ 
cult PC to 
judge because it 
is fine in almost 
every respect 
except for one 
fatal flaw - a 
slow hard drive 
which makes 
Windows use a nightmare at times. 

Despite defragging and optimisation 
- which doesn’t usually improve perfor¬ 
mance much anyway - the hard drive is 
easily the slowest in the office. When 
the Windows swap file is in use, the 
delay can be long and frustrating. 

With 4Mb ram in its basic configura¬ 
tion, the Kamco needs to use a swap file 
quite often, so adding another 4Mb ram 
would speed things up. 

On the plus side, its well-designed 
case and interior would at least make 
this easier. 

Two spare 5.25in bays below the CD- 
Rom drive leave enough room for 
expansion, but the slots, three of which 
are free, can sometimes be obscured by 
cables. 

Speed freaks will be pleased to know 
that the CPU slot is easy to reach and 
the board is rated to DX-50 simply by 
adding the chip and altering a jumper 
position. 

The current machine is now an SX- 
33 (same price) and Kamco have con¬ 
firmed that the latest models have a 
faster Vesa local bus controller to 
improve hard drive access, improve¬ 
ments which would take the score 
below to four or five out of six rather 
than the three scored by our review 
machine. 

Stevie Kennedy 


Product 

Kamco 486SX-25 

Price 

£850 plus VAT 

Supplier 

Kamco 

Tel 

0895 271919 

raiH Verdict 
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SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS 


Dept M2,73 Chapel Street, 
LEIGH, Lancs, WN7 2DA. 


0942 677777 
0942 671111 

Fax 0942 672300 


Education & Health Authority orders Accepted. 


DUST COVERS 

PC All in One Dust Cover £ 7.10 

PC Mini Tower Dust Cover £3.56 

PC 14" Monitor Cover £3.56 

PC 102 Key UK Keyboard Cover £3.56 
Acorn A5000 All in One Dust Cover £6.00 
Acorn A4000 All in One Dust Cover £6.00 
Acorn A3010/3020 Dust Cover £4.55 

Rise PC (1 Stack) Dust Cover £6.00 

Standard 14" Monitor Cover £3.56 

Small 80 Column Printer Cover £2.40 

Large 132 Column Printer Cover £6.40 
HP Deskjet Dust Cover £3.56 

Canon BJ10 Dust Cover £3.56 

Commodore A500 Dust Cover £2.40 

Commodore A600 Dust Cover £2.40 

Commodore A1200 Dust Cover £3.56 

Atari ST Dust Cover £2.40 


LASER TONER 

1 Canon LBP- 8 IV 

£70.00 

Canon LBP -8 III 

£52.00 

!: Canon LBP-4U 

£52.00 

j: HPLaseijetlll/IIID 

£52.00 

U HP Laseijet IIIP/IIP 

£48.00 

h HP Laseijet IIISI/4SI 

£95.00 

! HP Laseijet 4/4M/4MP/4P 

£70.00 

L HP Laseijet 4L/4ML 

£48.00 

Star LS-5 

£83.00 


RIBBONS 

Amstrad DMP2000/3000 B £ 2.8 

Amstrad DMP4000 B £3.6 

Amstrad LQ5000 B £6.1 

Amstrad PCW8256/LQ3500 B £ 2.8 

Amstrad PCW9512 B £3.3 

Brother Ml009/1024/1109/1209 B £3.90 
Brother M1818/1824L/1924L B £4.88 
Citizen 120D/LSP10/Swift 24/9 
Commodore MPS1220/1230 
Commodore MPS1500/1550 
Epson LQ100 

Epson LQ200/400/500/800/850 
I Epson LQ1000/1050/1070/1170 B £ 4.10 
Epson FX/MX/RX80/FX/LX800 
Epson FX/MX100/FX/MX1000 
Epson LX80/86/90 
Fujitsu DL3300/3400, DX2200 
IBM 4207/4212 Proprinter X24 
Mannesman Tally 80/81 
NEC Pinwriter P220/P2+ 

Oki ML182/183/192/193/195 
Oki ML320/321/380/390/391 
Panasonic KX-P1123/1124/1140 
Panasonic KX-P1080/1180/90 
Panasonic KX-P1524/1540/1624 
Panasonic KX-P2123/2124/2180 B £ 5.75 
Seikosha SL90/92/95/96 
Star LC10/20/1 00 
Star LC200 
Star LC24-10/20/200 
Star ND/NL7NR/NX10, NB24-10 
Taxan Kaga KP810/815/910/915 B £ 3.14 
Citizen 224/240/Swift 24-9 
Commodore MPS1500/1550 
Panasonic KX-P2123/2124/2180 C £10.63 
Star LC10/20/1 00 
Star LC200 
Star LC24-10/20/200 


RE-INK I 

Ribbon re inking spray for up to 1 00 £ 8 . 51 1 
re inks. Easy to use, saves money. 


PAPER & OHP's 

A4 Laser/Inkjet Plus 90grm (500) £ 5.10 

A4 Iridium lOOgrm Laser (500) £ 8.47 

A3 Iridium lOOgrm Laser (500) £11.02 

A4 Laser Card 160grm White (250) £8.47 

A4 Laser Card 160grm Yellow (250) £ 8.97 
A4 Laser Paper 80grm (500) £3.40 

A4 Inkjet 90grm (500) £ 5.10 

HP Glossy Inkjet Paper (50) £40.00 

HP Inkjet Transparencies (50) £40.00 

3M Inkjet Transparencies (50) £33.00 

Avery Inkjet Transparencles (50) £30.00 
Canon LC-201 Inkjet Coated (250) £18^00 
Canon LC-A3 Coated Inket (250) £28.00 

Butterfly Coated Inkjet (250) 


Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 


10am - 6pm 
10am - 6pm 
10am - 6pm 
10am - 8pm 
10am - 8pm 
10am - 6pm 
By Appointment 


CONSUMABLES 


Keyboard Extenders 

£13.53 

Keyboard Calculator 

£4.68 

Keyboard Dust Cover PC 

£2.55 

Keyboard Cleaner 

£2.98 

Wrist Support 

£2.98 

Mouse Pad (Blue/Grey/Red) 

£1.28 

Ergonomic Mouse Pad 

£4.26 

Mouse Pad Station 

£6.81 

Mouse Cleaning Tissues 

£3.40 

2 Piece Printer Stands 

£3.40 

80 Column Solid Printer Stand 

£7.66 

Economy Glass Monitor Filter 

£18.40 

RE-INK Fabric ribbon spray 

£8.51 

Diskette Wallet (holds 6) 

£5.11 

Diskette Mailer (holds 6) 

£3.00 

PC Mouse 3 Button & Driver 

£6.50 

Screen Cleaning Tissues (100) 

£3.40 

Data Cleaning Tissues (100) 

£3.40 

3.5" Disk Drive Cleaning Kit 

£2.13 


CD ROM & ACCs 

Panasonic Twin Speed CD Rom 

£113.00 

Panasonic Interface 

£13.00 

CD ROM Drive Cleaner 

£2.98 

CD ROM Caddy 

£4.80 

CD ROM Flipper (Holds 20) 

£2.55 

CD ROM Empty Jewel Case 

£0.85 

63 Min Writeable CD Rom 

£11.50 

74 Min Writeable CD Rom 

£12.95 


CABLES & LEADS 


Moulded 3 pin Mains lead 
Moulded 3 pin Mains lead with plug 
Moulded 3 pin Mains Power Ext 1M 
Parallel Printer Lead 2M 
Parallel Printer Lead 3M 
Parallel Printer Lead 5M 
Serial Printer Lead 1.8M 
Serial Printer Lead 5M 
Midi Leads (pair) 2M 
15 Pin D Type VGA Extension 2M 
5 Pin Keyboard Curly Extension 2M 
9 Pin D Type Mouse Extension 2M 
Centronics to Centronics 36 way 2M 
5 Pin to PS2 Keyboard Adaptor 
PS2 to Open End Cable 2M 
Phono Leads (pair) 1M Stereo 
Acorn A3010/3020 to Scart TV 
Acorn A3010 to CM8833 Mk II 
Acorn A3010 to AKF17 Monitor 
Acorn/PS2 Curly Keyboard 2M 
Acorn/PS2 Mouse cable 
RS232 25 Pin Male to Male 2M 
RS232 25 Pin Male to Female 2M 
4 Gang Extension Socket & Plug 
IDE Cable for 2 Hard Drives 
Floppy Cable for 2 Floppy Drives 


£2.10 

£3.70 

£3.70 

£2.40 

£4.47 

£6.57 

£3.56 

£ 6.68 

£4.28 

£6.50 

£6.50 

£6.50 

£4.28 

£2.55 

£4.73 

£1.70 

£8.50 

£8.50 

£8.50 

£6.50 

£6.50 

£4.66 

£4.66 

£8.00 

£2.55 

£2.55 


If you can't see the cable you require, call and 

we'll make it for you. We have a vast range of 
cables in stock that are not listed here. 

DISKETTES Grade 1 

All Disks include Labels, 1 for 1 Replacement. 


DSDD 


DSHD 


1-50 

£0.30 

1-50 

£0.43 

51-100 

£0.29 

51-100 

£0.42 

101-300 

£0.28 

101-300 

£0.41 

301-500 

£0.27 

301-500 

£0.40 

501 + 

£0.26 

501 + 

£0.39 


INKJET REFILLS 



Inkjet Refills are an economical method of 
re-charging your existing print cartridge. 
Premier Inks produce a complete range of 
tried & tested refills that are suitable for 
almost every inkjet printer on the market. 
The Jet Black refill is much darker than 
most original cartridges and often dries 
faster with less overspray, so the output 
looks clearer than before. 

The Refills are packed in convenient 
ready to use one way syringes and come 
complete with a safety nozzle and FULL 
easy to use instructions covering 9 
different types of the most popular 
cartridges. It takes little more than 
couple of minutes to refill a print cartridge 
(whatever the make), and generally saves 
at least 50% off the cost of a new 
cartridge. 

Using Refills with disposable head print 
cartridges in no way affects the warranty 
of your printer as the cartridge is 
considered a separate item. Also by using 
the PREMIER range of refills you will not 
lose out on the quality of print, in fact in 
most cases using these particular refills 
can improve the quality of print. 

If you are unsure about using Inkjet 
Refills, call and speak to our staff who will 
be happy to send you a sample of the 
print out quality and a set of instructions, 
so that you can see the results and how 
easy they are to use, before you decide to 
buy. 

Works with almost ALL Inkjet 
Printers 

Single Refill (any colour) £5.95 

Twin Refill (any colour) £11.05 

Tri-Colour Refill C/M & Y £17.01 

Bulk 125ml Refill (6 single refills) £21.27 
Bulk 250ml Refill (12 single refills) £38.26 
Bulk 500ml Refill (24 single refills) £ 59.57 
TDQ Adaptor Kit (think/Quietjet) £2.55 


COLCmSAVAKABLEFRCM PREMIER INKS 

iiiiunin, 


Money back guarantee if our refill kits 
fail to perform. 






Other 

Options 

Available 


DISK BOXES 


100 Capacity Lockable & Dividers 

£2.98 

50 Capacity Lockable & Dividers 

£2.55 

12 Capacity Flip Top 

£0.85 

1 Capacity Flip Top 

£0.50 1 




486dx33 MULTIMEDIA 

486dx33, VL Bus Motherboard, 
Vesa 1 Mb Graphics Accelerator, 
Vesa Multi I/O Accelerator, 4Mb RAM, 
420 MB Hard Drive 1.44 Floppy Drive, 
UK Keyboard, 256k Cache, 
Multi-Media Case & Speakers, 
Panasonic Twin Speed CD ROM, 

I 16 Bit Stereo Soundcard, Mouse, 
Colour SVGA 1024x768 Monitor, 

I Dos 6.2 & Windows 3.11 

1 Year On Site Maintenance. 
FULLY UPGRADABLE PC 


PC COMPONENTS I I 

Desktop Case & 200w PSU 

£37.00 

Mini Tower Case & 200w PSU 

£38.00 

Midi Tower Case & 230w PSU 

£58.00 

Full Tower Case & 230w PSU 

£82.00 

Multi-Media & Speakers & PSU 

£96.00 

MOTHERBOARDS 


386 sx 40 64k Cache 

£55.37 

386 dx 40 64k Cache 

£73.45 

486 VLB Board 2 * VLB 

£67.80 

486SX 25 256k 3 * VLB 

£123.00 

486 sx 33 256k 3 * VLB 

£138.00 

486 dx 33 256k 3 * VLB 

£180.00 

486 dx 2-66 256k 3 * VLB 

£265.00 

486 SLC75 Blue Lightning+Co Pro 

£275.00 

586 Pentium PCI 

£POA 

MEMORY 


1024k 30 Pin Simms 70ns 

£29.50 

2048k 72 Pin Simms 70ns 

£65.00 

4096k 30 Pin Simms 70ns 

£105.00 

4096k 72 Pin Simms 70ns 

£110.00 

MONITORS 


14" SVGA Mono 

£79.00 

14" SVGA Colour 0.39dp 

£150.0 

14" SVGA Colour 0.28dp 

£160.00 

14" SVGA Colour 0.28dp Nl 

£165.00 

14" SVGA Colour 0.28dp Nl MPRII 

£180.00 

15" SVGA Colour 0.28dp Nl MPRII 

£280.00 

17" SVGA Colour 0.28dp Nl MPRII 

£470.00 

20" SVGA Colour 0.26dp Nl MPRII 

£730.00 

MONITOR DISPLAY CARDS 


256K Video Card 

£31.20 

512K Video Card 

£33.90 

1024k Video Card 

£44.00 

1024k Video Card VLB Accelerator 

£70.00 

2048k Video Card VLB Accelerator 

£126.00 

HARD DISK DRIVES 


lOOmb 3.5" IDE 

£95.00 

210Mb 3.5" IDE 

£125.00 

340Mb 3.5" IDE 

£150.00 

420Mb 3.5" IDE 

£165.00 

540Mb 3.5" IDE 

£210.00 

810Mb 3.5" IDE 

£310.00 r 

1Gb 3.5" IDE 

£395.00 

Other Drives, ie SCSI Please call. 

PDA 

I/O ADAPTOR CARDS 


Multi I/O 2s, Ip, 1g, 1FDD, 2HDD 

£8.50 

Super I/O 2s, Ip, 1g, 2FDD, 2HDD 

£8.95 

Super VLB I/O As Above with Vesa 

£13.20 

KEYBOARDS 


102 UK Keyboard Regular 

£12.00 

102 UK Keyboard Click 

£16.00 

SOUNDCARDS 


Economy 8 Bit mono 

£40.00 

Prosonic 16 Stereo 

£48.00 

Orchid Sound Producer Pro 

£70.00 

Sound Galaxy Pro 16 

£67.00 

Sound Galaxy Pro 16 Extra 

£110.00 

VARIOUS 


NE2000 Compatible Network Card 

£30.00 

8 Bit SCSI Interface 

£48.00 

16 Bit SCSI Interface 

£75.00 

1.44 Mb Floppy Drive 

£25.00 

1.2 Mb Floppy Drive 

£42.00 

250 Mb Internal Tape Streamer 

£110.00 

250 Mb External Tape Streamer 

£220.00 

120 Mb Tapes for above 

£12.10 

9600 Baud Modem/Fax 

£30.00 f 

14,000 Baud Modem/Fax 

£99.00 1 

CPU Fan Cooler 

£9.00 1 

3 Button Serial Mouse & Driver 

£6.00 1 

256 Greyscale Scanner & OCR 

£55.00 1 

250,000 Colour Scanner & OCR ! 

£165.00 1 

Twin Game Port Adaptor for PC's 

£10.00 >■ 

Surge Protector 

£10.00 

f- 

1 All components are tested before 1 1 

1 they are despatched. 



SWITCH BOXES 

2 Printers -1 Computer £11.75 

4 Printers -1 Computer £15.95 

2 Computers -1 Monitor & Keyboard £17.00 
2 -1 Way Serial (female 25 pin) £10.75 

4 -1 Way Serial (female 25 pin) £14.95 

2 Scart in -1 Scart out £i i .75 


COPY HOLDERS 

Desktop Copy Holder £5.92 

Desktop Solid Base Copy Holder £12.00 
Flexible Arm Copy Holder £12.72 

A3 Extension for Above £8.00 

Portable lightweight Copy Holder £4.28 
Monitor Arm Copy Holder £3.40 


INI-GUARD 

Inl-Guard, protects all your important PC 
initialisation files. This enables instant 
restoration, if your Dos or Windows 
application crashes. No more re- 
installations. Essential for ALL PC's 

£8.51 


WIN-TUNER 

The majority of PC Systems now use 
Windows. Unfortunatley, not many systems 
are optimised to run at maximum speed or 
efficiency. Win Tuner will evaluate your 
software setting and suggest improvements 
that will improve performance of your 
machine. Use Win-Tuner to keep your 
machine in Tip Top condition. 

£17.02 


HOW TO ORDER 

By Post 

Send your payment with FULL details of 
your order. Include your Name, Address 
and daytime phone nmber. We can accept 
payment by Cheque, Credit Card & Postal 
Orders. 

By Phone 

Ring with details of your order. Our staff will 
take your details. Have your credit card or 
Account Numbers ready. Order received 
this way before 3pm will be despatch the 
same day. 

BY Fax 

Type or write clearly, your full Name, 
Address and daytime phone number 
together with full details of your order. We 
can accept payment by Credit Card or 
Bank Transfer. Education & Health 
Authority orders must be accompanied by 
an official order number. 


REPAIRS/UPGRADES 

We can repair and upgrade most makes 
of computer. Call for a quote. Collection 
and delivery service available. 
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SPECIAL OFFERS 

lilos Olivetti 486DX20 Notebook £850. 
with 4Mb RAM/170HD Mono 
screen. Removable Floppy & Batt. 

MT98 Portable 300 Dpi Inkjet Ptr £150.00 
40Mb IDE Hard Drives £80 

Laplink Cables £12 

PC Joystick Cable Extenders £6 

Python 5 Joystick £8 


T- ■ SPEAKERS 


INKJET CARTRIDGES 

HP51626A High Capacity Black 

£17.87 

HP51633A Single Capacity Black 

£15.25 

HP51640A HP1200C Black 

£18.42 

HP51640 c/m/y HP1200C Colours 

£23.50 

Epson Stylus 800 Black 

£8.40 

Olivetti JP150 Black 

£15.25 

Canon BC-01 Black 

£14.60 

Canon BC-02 Black 

£15.85 

Canon BJI201bk BJC600 Black 

£5.20 

Canon BJI201 c/m/y BJC600 

£6.60 

Canon Jl-20c Integrex Colour 

£15.03 

Canon JI-25B Integrex Black 

£10.02 

Canon BJI642 BJ300/330 Black 

£11.93 

Canon BJI643 Bk BJC800 Black 

£13.80 

Canon BJI643 c/m/y BJC800 Colour £17,40 


CONTINUOUS PAPER 

I 70 GSM Micro Perf 500 A4 £3.83 I 

I 70 GSM Micro Perf 2000 A4 £10.61 f 

70 GSM Micro Perf 500 Inkjet A4 £5.73 | 
70 GSM Micro Perf 2000 Inkjet A4 £18.9: 

80 GSM Micro Perf 500 A4 £4.82 I 

I 80 GSM Micro Perf 2000 A4 £14.25 1 
90 GSM Micro Perf 500 A4 £5.76 I 

90 GSM Micro Perf 1500 A4 £12.96 


AVERY 

Specialist Laser 
& Inkjet Labels 


FREE PC Label Printing Shareware 
program with every pack of labels, on 
request. Ask for further details. 


000 

000 


INKJET White 

J8160M 63.5x38.1 mm (21 Ips, 40 shts) 
J8162M 99.1x34mm (16 Ips, 40 shts) 
J8163M 99.1x38.1mm (14 Ips, 40 shts) 
J8165M 99.1x67.7mm (8 Ips, 40 shts) 

INKJET Clear 

J8560M 63.5x38.1mm (21 Ips, 40 shts) 
J8562M 99.1x34mm (16 Ips, 40 shts) 
J8563M 99.1x38.1mm (14 Ips, 40 shts) 
J8565M 99.1x67.7mm (8 Ips, 40 shts) 

LASER 

L7160 63.5x38.1mm (21 Ips, 100 shts) 
L7160M 63.5x38.1mm (21 Ips, 40 shts) 
L7161 63.5x46.6mm (18 Ips, 100 shts) 
L7162 99.1x34mm (16 Ips, 100 shts) 
L7162M 99.1x34mm (16 Ips, 40 shts) 
L7163 99.1x38.1mm (14 Ips, 100 shts) 
L7163M 99.1x38.1mm (14 Ips, 40 shts) 
L7164 63.5x72mm (12 Ips, 100 shts) 
L7165 99.1x67.7mm (8 Ips, 100 shts) 
L7165M 99.1x67.7mm (8 Ips, 40 shts) 
L7166 99.1x93.1 mm (6 Ips, 100 shts) 
L7167 199.6x289.1mm (1 Ips, 100 shts) 
L7168 199.6x143.5mm (2 Ips, 100 shts) 
L7263 99.1x38.1mm (14 Ips, 25 shts) 
L7363 99.1x38.1mm (14 Ips, 25 shts) 
L7630 63.5 Dia (12 Ips, 50 shts) 

L7650 as above but yellow 


£12.00 

£12.00 

£12.00 

£12.00 


£14.00 

£14.00 

£14.00 

£14.00 


£24.50 

£12.00 

£24.50 

£24.50 

£ 12.00 

£24.50 

£ 12.00 

£24.50 

£24.50 

£ 12.00 

£24.50 

£24.50 

£24.50 

£12.30 

£12.30 

£15.65 

£17.35 


LASER Cont.. 

L7651 38.1x21.2mm (65 Ips, 25 shts) 
L7654f 76.2x46.4mm (12 Ips, 14 shts) 
L7654S 145x17mm (16 Ips, 11 shts) 
L7655 89x42mm (12 Ips, 25 shts) 
L7656 46x11.11mm (84 Ips, 25 shts) 
L7663 119.3x33.7mm (8 Ips, 25 shts) 
L7664 70x71,9mm (8 Ips, 25 shts) 
L7670 63.5 Dia (12 Ips, 25 shts) FY 
L7680 38.1x21.2mm (65 Ips, 25 shts) 

LASER Clear 

L7551 38.1x21.2mm (65 Ips, 25 shts) 
L7562 99.1x33.9mm (16 Ips, 50 shts) 
L7563 99.1x38.1mm (14 Ips, 50 shts) 
L7565 99.1x67,7mm (8 Ips, 50 shts) 

Lps = Labels Per Sheet. 


£7.60 
£11.45 I 
£11.45 I 
£11.45 I 
£11.45 I 
£11.45 I 
£11.45 
£12.30 
£16.49 I 


£16.49 I 
£27.35 I 
£27.35 I 
£27.35 


ACTIVE Speakers ideal for PC £i 5.00 
ZY-FI Amplified, Ideal for Acorn £35.00 
MICROPHONE, with 3.5mm Jack £4.25 


We also have a large range of sofware In 

stock. Cali for more details. ! „ 


More Information & Specification sheets are 
available on request. Entire range of Avery 
Labels stocked. 





















































































































































FEATURE 


Tinkle 


Stevie Kennedy tunes his ear 
to the latest music tutor package 
Gravis’s Personal Piano System 


M USIC is a difficult subject, 
and those of us who can’t 
play an instrument tend to 
view such a skill as somehow beyond 
us. There’s the theory, the incompre¬ 
hensible sheet music, long lists of 
scales and chords, and jargon that 
makes the computer industry seem 
friendly by comparison. 

The combination of computers and 
music makes a lot more possible, 
though, and for some time it has been 
easier for the musically challenged to 
get in on the act. There are sequencers. 



Oops! One missed note and 
it’s back to the drawing 
board, an exercise which 
sorely tries the patience 


programs that will accompany you 
and reduce any input to a couple of 
keystrokes, and even dedicated tutor 
programs. 

In the latest development. Gravis, 
manufacturers of the Ultrasound 
range of sound cards, have released a 
piano tutor system designed to teach 
complete beginners how to tinkle the 
ivories without dying of embarrass¬ 
ment or frustration. This is the first 
attempt of its kind since the Miracle 
tutor from Mindscape, now a couple 
of years old, but in essence the two 
systems take a very similar approach. 

Everything you need 

SUPPLIED as a huge box containing 
the keyboard. Gravis Ultrasound 
(GUS) card, software and Midi con¬ 
nector, the Personal Piano System 
(PPS) has everything you need to get 
started. If you already have an 
Ultrasound card, you won’t want to 
buy another, but PPS depends on the 
GUS for many of its features, and as it 
is aimed at the first-time buyer, we 
won’t quibble. 

Installation looks and sounds 



The opposition 


MINDSCAPE started the piano tutor ball rolling when they 
released their Miracle system a couple of years ago. Offering 
users a graded learning curve from scratch to level four on the 
traditional piano lessons scale, Miracle was quite successful and 
showed that computerised education needn’t be restricted just to 
facts and figures with a clever interface. 

Miracle’s approach is a little different from that taken by PPS, 
and has more of an integrated feel. Everything revolves around 
learning to play a series of 40 tunes, each of which introduces a 
new chord, fingering technique, time signature or skills such as 
syncopation. 

PPS, on the other hand, concentrates on technique and 
fingering through the tutor, and the learning of new songs, keys, 
and chords through the song book. The Gravis song book 
doesn’t contain as many songs as the Miracle’s, but a range of 
song disks covering jazz, rock and so on will be available soon. 

There isn’t much to choose between the two systems on 
educational merit, but with the GUS sound card and a range of 
Midi software, the Personal Piano System has a clear lead in the 
value for money stakes. 


tricky, but is no more complex than, 
say, hooking up a new hi-fi. Just insert 
the GUS in a spare slot, attach the 
power supplies, hook up.the Midi con¬ 
nector and install the software. If you 
have any energy left at the end. I’ll 
have a cuppa. 

The Midi connector offers a bonus 
in that it connects to the joystick port 
and offers two of its own, thus effec¬ 
tively doubling your joystick options, 
but the software is the crux of the mat¬ 
ter here. Gravis have wisely decided to 
go with the Piano package from 
Musicware, a newish program but one 
which has started well. 

Running in Windows, the package 
consists of two main elements: The 
tutor itself and the song book. Lessons 
start with the basics using one finger 
to tap out a note in time with the 
metronome, and progress to left and 
right hand exercises, simple tunes and, 
finally, complete songs. 

You can create a separate record 
of progress for a number of different 
students, and view or print this at 
any time, so PPS would serve well 
as a hands-off teaching aid in 
schools. This is reinforced by the gen¬ 
tle teaching method the program 
employs. 

Starting with a blank sheet, it 
demonstrates middle C on the key¬ 
board and on the stave, then intro¬ 
duces new exercises in a smooth 
upward curve towards proficiency. 
When mistakes are made, the offend¬ 
ing note can be seen on screen, mak- 


PPS: An easy 
starter kit for 
home musicians 


ing it easier for the student to spot 
whether to go up or down a note. 

If things get really out of hand, a 
piano keyboard appears at the bottom 
of the screen and you can watch 
the software play the piece itself, 
which is about as much help as you 
can expect. The program’s reluctance 
to resort to easy symbols makes it bet¬ 
ter suited to learning sheet music 
than, say, the Miracle software, which 
uses an on-screen piano at all times 
and is therefore easier to cheat. 

All in one 

COMBINING good basic piano 
tuition, a solid sound card, keyboard 
and Midi software for more advanced 
functions such as patch editing and 
Midi mixing, the Gravis Personal 
Piano System is both a fine introduc¬ 
tion to the art of playing and an 
expandable home music system. 

If you have one or more kids at the 
music lesson age the kit would pay for 
itself in a year, but for older wanabee 
musos this is also a good all-in 
starter kit. D33 


Product 

Gravis Personal 

Piano System 

Price 

TBA (expect sub-£300) 

Supplier 

Zye Technology 

Phone 

0293 538666 

✓ 

Good all-in package, 
and easy to use 

X 

Not for the impatient 

cm] Verdict 

★★★★★☆ 
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SWITCH 


FREE! Catalogue 

CD-ROM SOFTWARE 


EDUCATION / KIDS 


REFERENCE 


3D Dinasaur Adventure 
'A' Level Maths 
Barney Bear Goes To School 
Barney Bear Goes To Space 
Dinasaur Discovery 
GCSE Maths 

Gus Goes To Cybertown 
Language Discovery 
Lenny's Music Toons 
PC Globe - Maps 'N' Facts 
Peter Rabbit 

Playing with Langs. French 
Putt-Putt Goes to the Moon 
Tortoise & The Hare 


ENTERTAINMENT 


7th Guest 

Adventures of Willy Beamish 
Battle Chess MPC 
Chessmaster 3000 
Day of the Tentacle 
Dune 

Gabriel Knight 
Just Grandma & Me 
Kings Quest V 
Kings Quest VI 
Kyrandia 
Loom 

Lord of the ^gs 

Lost Treasures Of Infocom 

Lost Treasures Of Infocom li 

Mad Dog McCree 

Myst 

Rebel Assault 
Return to Zork 
Starwars Chess 

Strike Commander / Tact mission 
Who Shot Johnny Rock ? 


3D-Body 

Aircraft Encyclopedia 
All Music Guide 

Anglo-Saxons MM Learning Guide 

Art of Ancient Egypt 

Complete Dickens 

Compton's Interactive Ency. (1994) 

Darwin Complete Texts 

Desktop Bookshop 

Electricity & Magnatism 

Encyclopedia Groliers MPC 

France at its Best 

Global Explorer 

Great Literature 

Greatest Books Ever Written 

Guided Tour of Multimedia 

Guinness Disc of Records MPC 

Hong Kong at its Best 

Jets & Props 

Languages of the World 

Learn Fly Fishing 

Learn to Speak French 

Let's Go USA 

Library of The Future 

Living Body - An Atlas 

Microsoft Encarta 1994 

Middle East Diary 

National Geographic Mammals 

New York at its Best 

North American Indians 

Oxford English Dictionary 

Prescription Drugs 

Shakespeare Study Guide 

Street Atlas USA 

Total History (3 disc set) 

UFO 

Undersea Adventure 
World Atlas V4 
World Fact Book 


£49 

£29 

£39 

£49 

£49 

£49 

£99 

£49 

£45 

£49 

£79 

£19 

£79 

£55 

£49 

£26 

£29 

£19 

£29 

£39 

£25 

£65 

£19 

£39 

ms , 

£ 99 ^ 

£39 

£39 

£19 

£49 

£495 i 
£45 
£35 
£89 
£99 
£39 I 
£49 i 
£25 ‘ 

£25 


SHAREWARE 


ART & DTP 


Libris Britannia (New version) 

C User Group Source 
CICA Windows CDROM 
LGX (Linux/GNU/X-Windows) 
OS/2 Archive 
Significant Windows 
Shareware Explorer (4 disc set) 
Shareware Trio (3 disc set) 
Simtel-20 CDROM 
Tech Arsenal 
XI IR5/GNU CDROM 


Clipart Heaven 

Clipart Extravaganza (with book) 
CorelDraw v3 
CorelDraw v4 
Corel Photo-CD (60 titles) 

Corel Gallery (10,000 clipart) 
Fantazia Fonts (2000 fonts) 

Dr. Clipart 
Font Pro I 
Font Pro 2 
Kodak PhotoCD 
Publisher Platinum 


A Huge range of titles in stock. New titles arriving weekly. Prices & 
availability subject to change without notice, please check before placing 
orders. Prices do not include VAT. Most orders are shipped the same day by 
First Class Recorded Delivery. 


Delivery Charges (Per Order) ^ r% ^ 

UK Mainland : CD-ROM Software £3. Hardware £8 Uroers 

Scotlaj^^f^treland; CD-ROM Software £3. Hardware £12 OR 081-554 2768 

Software £6. Hardware (please call) 


CAIjL NOW on 081 -518 4151 


Please Send Me Your Free Electronic Catalogue 

i Name (Mr./Mrs./Ms./Dr.) _— 


Address 


Post Code 


Please tick to receive details of Adult CD-ROM Titles, (you must be over 21). Q 


‘ CD-Xpress 
} 2 Beal Road, Ilford, Essex IG1 4QF 


LCL announce an 
incredible new release 




CD MICRO FRENCH (Beginners - GCSE) 


CD Micro French is a complete 
course of 30 programs taking 
beginners up to GCSE in French, 
following the National Curriculum, 
for the PC CDROM. (See the screen 
shot). 

It uses all the features of a CD 
system, i.e.: 

• Interactive film-like programs are 
included. Actors talk to you out 
loud and wait for you to reply, 
before continuing the conversation, 
in French. 

• Extensive French speech by 
native speakers. 



• CD music by musicians who 
have played with world-famous 
groups. 

• Massive 30 programs. 

• Very easy to use, it really teaches 
you French, and it is great fun. 


Also interactive real speech 
In disc conrses (where required) 

LCL Self-tuition courses will open up a whole new world 
for you as each course is specifically designed to take 
beginners up to a recognised level (such as GCSE, A- 
Level or National Curriculum tests) in a fun but effective 
way. 

Everything you are likely to need is included - you don't 
have to keep buying new packs. Each course includes an 
incredible 24 programs or tutorials, and even a book. 

They are so easy to use!! Just type INSTALL and go 
(no complicated installation procedures or setting up). 

Choose from the largest popular range of GCSE courses 
in the world: 



Reach the top 


MICRO FRENCH^ ! 

(Beginners - GCSE) 


MICRO MATHS 

(11 years-GCSE) 





MICRO Spanish' 1 


MICRO SCIENCE 


(Beginners - GCSE & Business) | 


(8 years - GCSE) 





MICRO GERMAN 1 


PRIMARY MATHS 


(Beginners - GCSE & Business) | 


COURSE (3-12 years) 





MICRO ENGLISH 


MEGA MATHS 


(8 years-GCSE) 


(A level course) 






£5 OFF TOTAL FOR 2 COURSES, 

£10 OFF FOR 3, £17 OFF FOR 4 
Only £24.99 per floppy disk course (U.K.). Only £34.99 for CD Course 

Overseas add £2 per course 
Cheques payable to LCL. Free catalogue 

Send orders to: 

LCL (Dept PCH), Thames House, 73 Blandy Road, 
Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RG9 1QB. 


Phone 0491579345 (sent in 24 hrs.) 


!l£LH| 





















































Sandra Vogel and Mike Browne spin 
some of the latest CD-Rom releases 


Warplanes: Modern Fighting Aircraft 



vant military operation to which they 
were a party. 

Taking the latter path you can opt 
for craft used in the Arab/Israeli con¬ 
flict, Cold War or the Gulf War - with 
or without RAF support. From there 
the scene shifts to the airfield and the 
long road to gathering facts begins. 

The air is filled with the sound of 
craft landing and taking off and the 
narration for your topic is as cold and 
clinical as a military briefing. The 
information offered seems a little 
restrained, as though you are only 
being told on a need-to know basis. 

Odd, too, that no mention of the 
friendly fire incident was made. That, it 


Choose from a variety of combat theatres, 
each one involving different planes 


High resolution colour shots brighten up 
what is otherwise a fairly grim subject 


I N the chase for a cleaner and 
quicker kill, natural human 
instincts have no place. Military 
hardware is all about hot metal and 
clean-cut efficiency. 

There is no room for levity or 
humanity - just deadly accuracy and 
mass destruction. 

To re-affirm this policy Warplanes 


comes straight to the point. This is not 
a product for the faint at heart or 
casual browser. From the moment the 
disc is loaded it’s hard facts and lots of 
them. 

Depth of detail is the aim as the 
Navigator^ the main menu, allows you 
to access 550 aircraft and up to 275 
assorted weapons and components 
with every possible 
physical statistic you 
could imagine. 

You can choose 
either to access the 
craft randomly en 
mass or view them in 
accordance to the rele- 


seems, is the whole crux of the prob¬ 
lem with Warplanes: It has successfully 
divorced the subject from the objec¬ 
tive! Death has no real place in the sce¬ 
nario, only what the crafts are capable 
of and how well they do their jobs. 

The facts are plentiful, and the 
video footage is suitably impressive. 
Unfortunately, the whole product has 
that train-spotter fixation surround¬ 
ing it. The facts are where the enjoy¬ 
ment lies and, therefore, only those 
who have an already keen interest in 
the subject will find it of any relevance 
and long term interest. 

Mike Browne 


Product 

Warplanes: Modern 

Fighting Aircraft 

Price 

£54.99 

Supplier 

Mindscape 

Phone 

0444 246333 

✓ 

Lots of facts 

X 

Only for enthusiasts 

Verdict 



Don't Play TVack One 


B illed as a mixture of sound 
and vision. Don’t Play Track 
One features 10 new tracks by 
10 new artists coupled with graphics 
and video to provide a true multime¬ 
dia experience based around the tradi¬ 
tional CD medium of music. 

An authoring system has been used 
which keeps the audio well and truly 
away from the graphics which means 
you get better quality music tracks 
than is often the case. In addition, the 
graphics are loaded to your hard drive 
at the start of each track, so those 
awful waits for data are eliminated. 
Oh, and you can play the audio tracks 
on a bog standard audio CD player. 

However, my initial experience of 
this CD-Rom indicated that it should 
perhaps have been retitled Don’t Play 
Any Tracks Unless You Have a 
Pentium or Loads of Time to Spare. 

Why such a scathing comment at 
the beginning of a review? Well, I have 


just spent an inordinate amount of 
time watching my hard disc light flash 
on and off, and waiting in vain for 
something to happen on the screen. 

I don’t call a cursor which changes 
variously into a fish, snail and star fish 
something happening, and that, apart 
from a mysterious error message 
regarding the CD Audio driver refus¬ 



Some of the rather pretty and mentally 
stimulating graphics to be found 


ing to load, was all I was privileged 
enough to see in my first 15 minutes. 

However, when I did finally get 
going, there was a pleasant surprise in 
store. New artists tends to conjure up 
a picture of tinny recordings, poor 
lyrics and boring beats. Not so in the 
case of the music on this CD-Rom. 
There is a great deal of variety in 

_ terms of sounds, and some 

very well produced material. 

Among the general range of 
rock/pop offerings can be found 
a nice Suzanne Vega type song, 
some stuff reminiscent of early 
Mike Oldfield, a bit of Tekno, a 
very, very light Reggae number 
and the inevitable Kraftworkish 
material. 

I wonder whether the extra 
zip the graphics add to the 
music tracks will last far 
beyond the first few plays, or 
whether, strange as it feels to 


say, you might be better off waiting 
for the audio version! 

The bottom line is a really tough if 
inevitable one to hear. You’ll need at 
least 8Mb of ram and a DX33 to get 
any kind of pleasure out of this. Yes, 
this is where you learn that MPC 
stands for Mega PC. Those with any¬ 
thing less than a computer with truly 
awesome specifications should steer 
well clear or be prepared to invest in 
some serious upgrading. 

Sandra Vogel 


Product 

Don’t Play Track One 

Price 

£19.95 

Supplier 

Day at the Beach 

Products 

Tel 

071-233 9924 

✓ 

Good quality music, 

good quality graphics 

X 

You’ll need a mega PC 

for this one 

ami Verdict 
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PP SELECTIOWS 

OFFICIAL UK APOGEE DISTRIBUTOR 

DISK PRICES: £2.25 EACH, 6 FOR £12 

(NUMBER OF DISKS IN BRACKETS IF MORE THAN ONE) 
PLEASE ADD £1 POSTAGE TO UK ORDERS, £4 OVERSEAS 


RISE OF THE TRIADS 

New from Apogee. Game of the year - better 
than Doom II, now you can look and shoot up 
and down, heat seeking missiles, firebombs 
and 7 other mass weapons. Avoid lavawalls, 
spinblades, fire chutes and more. Optional 
modem and network play. Forget Doom - this 
is the ultimate in sadism. Shareware £6.75 
Full Boxed Registration Version £39.00 

TOP GAMES 

WACKY WHEELS 3D (2) - New 3D car racing game 
from Apogee with optional modem play. 

JAZZ JACK RABBIT (2) - New from Epic. Huge ratings 
in all main mags. 

MYSTIC TOWERS - New Apogee 3D adventure. 
XENOPHAGE (2) - New Apogee fighting game. 
NITEMARE 3D (2) - Excellent Wolfenstein style 3D 
adventure by David Grey (Hugo series). 

DOOM EXTRA LEVELS VOL 1 (5 DISKS - £10) 

- 50 new levels for the registered version of DOOM. 
DOOM EXTRA LEVELS VOL 2 (5 DISKS - £10). 

DOOM EXTRA LEVELS VOL 3 (5 DISKS - £10). 

DOOM EXTRA LEVELS VOL 4 (5 DISKS - £10). 

DOOM EDITOR UTILITIES v5.21 - Latest version 
DOOM SURVIVORS STRATEGIES & SECRET HINTS 
BOOK - Excellent 300 page book on Doom £11.50. 
DALEK 3D FOR DOOM - Play against daleks. 
WOLFDOOM - Play against Wolfenstein soldiers. 

DOOM WADPAKS (3) - Complete new episodes! 

DOOM FRONT END - Useful menu system for Doom. 
DOOM 3D (2) - Best ever virtual reality wargame. 

DOOM EXTRAS - Cheats, maps, hints, etc. 

DOOM PATCH DISK v1.2 to v 1.666 - Adds AWE32 
support, fixes mouse problems, loads of multiplay stuff. 
HOCUS POCUS (2) - Apogee Duke Nukem type game. 
DESERT STORM COMMAND - MVP Software - V.Good 
Gulf War game. Many different shooting scenarios. 
BATTLECHESS - The original monster chess game now 
released as shareware. 

KAPTURE 3D - Strategy game after nuclear holocaust. 
REVENGE OF THE MUTANT CAMELS - Wacky shoot- 
em-up from the author of Llamatron - excellent. 
CYBERCHESS - Super new chess with robots. 

SUPER ANDROID - Brand new version of Epic Pinball. 
RAPTOR (2) - New Apogee best ever shoot-em-up. 

MVP BRIDGE - Best ever bridge card game & tutor. 

DR RIPTIDE - Superb underwater submarine adventure. 
TRAFFIC DEPT 2192 (2) - Huge car race & kill game. 
ONE MUST FALL (2) - The best street fighting game. 
SPECTRUM EMULATOR (2) - Play those old games. 
SIM SPACE (2) - Spaceship flight and combat sim. 


COMBAT ZONE - Good new strategy war game. 2Mb. 
ELECTRO MAN - NEW from Epic - platform game. 
XARGON - NEW from Epic. Follow up to Jungle Jill. 

6 CARD GAMES - Bridge, Poker, Patience, Rummy. 
WORLD CUP CRICKET - Cricket game simulation. 
FORD SIMULATOR 3 - Car racing game. 

ZONE 66 - 91% review in PC Format, Epic games. 
POWER CHESS - The best chess game. 

XMAS LEMMINGS - Dressed as Santa Claus! 
MAHJONG - The original and the best! 

BLAKE STONE (2) Good Wolfenstein sequel. 
HALLOWEEN HARRY (2) Best ever platform game. 
DUKE NUKEM 2 (2) Much improved follow up. 

BIO MENACE - Great new game from Apogee. 

SPEAR OF DESTINY - Follow up to Wolfenstein. 
WOLFENSTEIN 3D - Virtual reality shoot the Nazis. 
WOLFENSTEIN EXTRAS - Maps, cheats, pacmen. 
MONSTER BASH - Ghouls & ghosts adventure. 
COSMO’S COSMIC ADVENTURES - Best platformer 
KEEN DREAMS - The last Keen game. 

COMMANDER KEEN 4 & 6 - 2 Apogee games. 

MUSIC 

SCREAMTRACKER 3 - MOD music composer. 
UNTITLED - Best ever 3D demo - by Dust. 

GOOD, BAD & THE UGLY - Top Gravis demo. 
CARDIAC by INFINY - Superb demo - third at Assembly 
’94. Not for DoubleSpace users. 4Mb. 

2ND PHOBIA - Brill Gravis demo. 5th at Assembly. 

DEJA VU DEMO by SYNERGY - Good music/gfx. 
TECHNOLOGY DEMO by EXTREME - Good 14 part 
demo with many variations. Rave music. 

JOURNEY (2) - Music collection by Purple Motion. 
CHAOTIC MIND - Music collection by Shaven/FCrew. 
INFERNO - New Gravis demo. 

PANIC - Brill Future Crew demo with gfx. 

UNREAL - 386+ top Future Crew demo. 

2ND REALITY (2) - Ultimate Future Crew demo. 4Mb. 
CRYSTAL DREAMS (2) - Trilon Demo - excellent. 
MUZIKA FOR WINDOWS - MIDI musical score editor. 
BLASTER MASTER 5.2 - Edit sound files. 
DRUMBLASTER - Electronic drum machine. 

GF MUSIC - 255 track professional MIDI sequencer. 
SEQUENCER PLUS - Elaborate midi controller. 
TREKVOCS - Star Trek VOC files. 

MUSIC STYLES MIDI FILES - Blues, rock, etc. 

MOD FILES (3 HD) - Loads of MOD files. 

MIDI FILES (5) - Rock and pop MIDI files. 

SOUND EFFECTS VOC FILES. 

WINDOWS WAV FILES - Mainly sound gfx. 

EDUCATION 

TOTAL CONCEPTS DINOSAURS - Hypertext type book 
on disk with loads of pics, and info. Complete £5.95. 
TOTAL CONCEPTS SOLAR SYSTEM - Hypertext guide with 
100s of pics from NASA and loads of info. Complete £5.95. 


GCSE MATHEMATICS - Calfacts. 

GCSE PHYSICS - Multiple choice. 

GCSE SCIENCE - National curriculum. 

GCSE COMPUTER STUDIES. 

WORD RESCUE - Apogee spelling game. 

MATHS RESCUE - Apogee maths game. 

SEA SCHOOL - Superb kids maths game. 

TALKING TEACHER FOR SOUNDCARDS. 

BERTS DINOSAURS - Colouring book. 

HENRIETTA’S BOOK OF SPELLS. 

ANIMATED ALPHABET for infants. 

ANIMATED MATHS for infants. 

ANIMATED WORDS for infants. 

ANIMATED MULTIPLICATION & DIVISION. 

SENIOR PHYSICS FACTS Age 15. 

FRENCH TUTOR - Learn French 
GERMAN TUTOR - Learn German. 

EDUCATIONAL ATLAS 1994 - Superb. 

PC TUTOR - All about computers. 

PC FASTYPE VGA - Typing tutor. 

GENERAL 

EASY MENU - Best menuing system. 

MACAFFEE’S ANTI VIRUS - Latest version. 

FILE COMPRESSORS - ARJ, PKZip etc. 

QUICK MENU 3 - Icon front end menu system. 

MAGIC DESK - Best new icon menu system. 
PHANTOM - Collection of 20+ screen savers. 

SCREEN THIEF - Best DOS screen captures. 

AS EASY AS 5.5 - Top spreadsheet. 

EASY BASE - Easiest database - good. 

EASY WORD - Best WP system. 

FREEWAY LEDGERMASTER (2). 

FREEWAY PAYEMASTER - 1994 version. 

FORMGEN II - Superb form generator. 

625 BUSINESS LETTERS for your WP. 

ASTRO (2) - Best astrology program. 

KITH N KIN FOR WINDOWS - Genealogy 
BROTHER’S KEEPER 5.1 (2) - Best genealogy. 
FAMILY TREE JOURNAL - Make history books. 
FOOTBALL FORECAST - Aids pools winning. 

THE MOVIES DATABASE - Info on 4500 films. 
ORGANISE YOUR PLANTS/GARDEN. 

GROWIT MK 11 - Superb garden planner. 

HOME PLAN - Create house & furniture layout. 
ORGANISE YOUR RECORDS, TAPES, CDs. 
ORGANISE YOUR BOOKS & MAGS. 

EDNAS COOKBOOK - Recipe system. 

FRED’S RECIPES (2) - 3500 recipes for Edna’s. 

GRAPHICS/RAYTRACING 

PERSISTENCE OF VISION v2 (2) - New version of the 
best raytracing program. 

POVCAD - Wire frame CAD add on. 

MORAY - Grid style editor for POVRAY. 

PV3D MODELLER - POVRAY/VIVID2 GUI. 

DAVE’S TARGA ANIMATOR. 

VIVID II RAYTRACER & VIVIDIRA (2) - Good. 
D-MORPH 11.2 - Best TGA/GIF morphing. 

ENVISION PUBLISHER v2 - Best DTP. 

NEOPAINT v2.2 - Best graphics prog. 

NEOPAINT FONTS (2) - 40 extra fonts. 

GRAPHICS WORKSHOP for DOS. 

DANCAD 3D (3) - Superb 3D CAD. 

PROTOCAD - Very powerful, easy CAD. 

CHARTS UNLIMITED - Produces all charts. 

FRACTINT v18.2 - Fractal generator. 

PRINT PARTNER - Make banners, signs, etc. 


MONO PCX CLIPART 

COOPER CARTOONS (2) - 329 pics. 

COOPER SET (2) - 1800 various small pics. 
PANTHERSOFT SMART ART 5 - New & good. 


FULL VERSIONS 

DOOM 2 HELL ON EARTH.£34 

DOOM 2 CD VERSION.£39 

RISE OF THE TRIADS - BETTER 

THAN DOOM - BY APOGEE.£39 

DOOM - BY APOGEE.£39 

WACKY WHEELS 3D.£25 

MYSTIC TOWERS...£19 

JAZZ JACK RABBIT (6 LEVELS).£26 

ONE MUST FALL.£23 

DOOM.£28 

RAPTOR.£24 

HOCUS POCUS.£19 

EPIC PINBALL 3 - ALL NEW.£20 

BLAKE STONE - 66 LEVELS.£34 


WE HA VE ALL APOGEE GAMES IN 


HOLIDAY SNAPS PCX (2). 

YULETIDE IMAGES - for Christmas cards etc. 


FISH 

MAPS 

BIRDS 

MEDICAL 

AIRCRAFT 

BORDERS 

CATS 

FLOWERS 


HOUSES 

MILITARY 

HOLIDAYS 

SYMBOLS 

ANIMALS 

BUSINESS 

DOGS 

FOOD 


MEN 

SCOUTS 

CHILDREN 

RELIGION 

SPORTS 

CARS 

MUSIC 

TEDDY BEARS 


COLOURED CLIP ART 

All available as PCX or GIF files. 

PAGE 3 TYPE GIRLS (5 DISKS £10) - Over 18s. 
SCI-FI - quality colour pics. 

AVIATION CARS & SPACE - superb set. 
CARTOONS - all in full colour. 

STAR TREK & STAR WARS - Good pics. 
DINOSAURS & PREHISTOIC - Excellent. 


WINDOWS 

WINDOWS PACK I - 16 GAMES-£3.00 
Includes Pool, Pacman. Backgammon, Jewels. 
Castle of the Winds, card & puzzle games etc. 
CD PLAYER - With database & load features. 
HOME ACCOUNTANT - Accounts & reports. 
TIME & CHAOS v1.02 - Personal info manager. 
WINMORPH - New morphing program. 
WINSPELL - Spellchecker for Write. 
WINPROOF - Grammar checker. 

TOP DRAW - Excellent drawing program. 
VIAPRINT - Print labels, business cards, more. 
PC PROJECT - Project management. 
JAMWARE ICONS - nearly 2000 of them. 
TOMMYSOFT CAD (2) - Top rated CAD prog. 
GRAPHICS WORKSHOP - Latest version. 
PAINT SHOP PRO - File converter/viewer. 
MAHJONG FOR WINDOWS - Top version. 
BRIDGE FOR WINDOWS - The card game. 


500 TRUE TYPE FONTS FOR WINDOWS. 
THE BEST VALUE FONTS PACK IN THE UK 
ONLY £20 


CD SELECTIONS 

PLEASE ADD £2 UK POSTAGE TO TOTAL ORDER. 
OVERSEAS ADD £4. 95% OF ITEMS IN STOCK. 


Learn to Speak French . £54.47 £64.00 

Learning to do Windows . £21.28 £25.00 

Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing . £17.02 £20.00 

Microsoft Art Gallery . £39.15 £46.00 

Microsoft Beethoven . £39.15 £46.00 

Microsoft Bookshelf . £39.15 £46.00 

Microsoft Cinemania 94 . £39.15 £46.00 

Microsoft Dinosaurs . £39.15 £46.00 

Microsoft Encarta 94 . £51.06 £60.00 

Microsoft Mozart . £39.15 £46.00 

World Atlas 4.0 . £23.83 £28.00 


GAMES CD-ROM 


Ex VAT IncI VAT 

11th Hour.£36.59 £43.00 

7th Guest.£15.32 £18.00 

7th Guest/Dune.£30.64 £36.00 

Aces of the Pacific.£47.66 £56.00 

Alone in the Dark.£20.00 £23.50 

Battlechess.£18.30 £21.50 

Battle Isle 2.£28.94 £34.00 

Beneath a Steel Sky.£27.73 £32.00 

Bloodnet.£27.23 £32.00 

Buzz Aldrin (95% in PC Zone) .£27.23 £32.00 

Chessmaster 3000 Pro.£15.32 £18.00 

Comanche Max Overkill.£27.23 £32.00 

Conspiracy.£16.17 £19.00 

Day of the Tentacle.£28.09 £33.00 

Doom Extras 350 Levels.£8.51 £10.00 

DOOM 2 HELL ON EARTH.£33.91 £39.00 

Dragon’s Lair.£29.78 £35.00 

Dragonsphere.£28.09 £33.00 

FI5 Strike Eagle III.£17.02 £20.00 

Gabriel Knight.£22.13 £26.00 

The Horde.£33.19 £39.00 

Indiana Jones Fate of Atlantis.£24.68 £29.00 

Jutland.£24.68 £29.00 

King’s Quest VI.£21.28 £25.00 

King’s Quest 1 -6 Special.£29.79 £35.00 

Lands of Lore.£29.79 £35.00 

Legend of Kyrandia 2.£30.64 £36.00 

Leisure Suit Larry 6.£29.79 £35.00 

Lemmings Double Pack.£24.68 £29.00 

Lord of the Rings.£26.38 £31.00 

Mad Dog McCree.£17.02 £20.00 

Mega Race.£24.68 £29.00 


Microcosm . 

Microsoft Golf . 

Monkey Island 1 . 

Myst . 

Outpost . 

...£17.02 
...£24.68 
...£17.02 
...£33.19 
£30 64 

£20.00 

£29.00 

£20.00 

£39.00 

£36.00 

SHAREWARE CD-ROM 

California Collection . £8.51 

CICA Windows Apr 94 . £10.21 

CICA July 94 3 disk set . £16.17 

£10.00 

£12.00 

£19.00 

Police Quest IV 

£28 94 

£34.00 

Danger Hot Stuff . 

. £6.81 

£8.00 

Rebel Assault . 

...£27.23 

£32.00 

Danger Hot Stuff II . 

. £10.21 

£12.00 

Return to Zork. 

...£19.57 

£23.00 

Danger Hot Stuff III . 

. £11.91 

£14.00 

Rise of the Robots 

£33 19 

£39.00 

Educational Platinum . 

.£11.91 

£14.00 

Sam & Max Hit the Road 

£26 30 

£31.00 

Gold Medal Vol 3 June 94 . 

. £16,98 

£19.95 

Secret Weapons Luftwaffe . 

...£17.02 

£20.00 

Ham Radio . 

. £10.64 

£12.50 

Sim City Enhanced . 

...£28.94 

£34.00 

Hot Sound & Vision . 

. £14.89 

£17.50 

Space Hulk. 

...£29.79 

£35.00 

Hot Sound & Vision 2 . 

. £18.72 

£22.00 

Space Quest IV . 

£15 32 

£18.00 

Libris Britannia 94 + Book . 

.£28.09 

£33.00 

Star Trek 25th Anniversary . 

...£23.82 

£28.00 

Minerva 2 . 

... £5.96 

£7.00 

Strike Commander . 

...£33.19 

£39.00 

Minerva 3. 

... £6.81 

£8.00 

Syndicate Plus. 

...£28.94 

£34.00 

Minerva 4 . 

... £8.51 

£10.00 

TFX. 

...£22.13 

£26.00 

Minerva 5 - 710Mb. 

...£11.91 

£14.00 

Theme Park. 

...£27.23 

£32.00 

Minerva 6 - 710Mb . 

...£18.72 

£22.00 

Tie Fighter (3.5“ disk only). 

£27 23 

£32.00 

Night Owl 12. 

...£29.79 

£35.00 

Ultima 8 Pagan. 

£34 89 

£41.00 

Night Owl 13. 

...£22.13 

£26.00 

Ultima Underworld 1 & 2 . 

£18 72 

£22.00 

PC Sig 13. 

...£19.15 

£22.50 

Under a Killing Moon. 

...£35.74 

£42.00 

Shareware Heaven 2. 

...£11.91 

£14.00 




Shareware Heaven 3. 

...£15.32 

£18.00 

EDUCATION CD-ROM 


Shareware Overload Trio. 

...£16.17 

£19.00 

Animals of San Diego Zoo . 

...£17.02 

£20.00 

Simtel 20. 

...£10.21 

£12.00 

Arthur’s Teacher Trouble . 

...£19.57 

£23.00 

Solar Heaven. 

...£10.21 

£12.00 

Beauty and the Beast. 

...£17.87 

£21.00 

So Much Shareware 4. 

...£17.87 

£21.00 

Berlitz Think & Talk French - Superb 



Walkthrus & Flybys . 

...£21.28 

£25.00 

8 CD set full of speech & loads more . 

...£97.87 

£115.00 

Windows Heaven. 

.£11.06 

£13.00 

Berlitz Think & Talk Spanish. 

...£97.87 

£115.00 

Windows Platinum . 

. £11.91 

£14.00 

3D Dinosaur Adventure. 

...£20.42 

£24.00 




Grolier’s Encyclopedia V6. 

...£26.38 

£31.00 

GENERAL CD-ROM 


Just Grandma & Me. 

...£28.08 

£33.00 

Cookbook Heaven. 

.£11.91 

£14.00 


Fiesta Magazine (over 18s) . £38.30 

Five Foot Ten Pack . £28.94 

Five Foot Ten Pack 2 . £28.94 

Gardening . .£11.91 

Guinness Disk of Records 93 . £18.72 

Images of NASA... .£16.17 

Lovers’ Guide (over 18s) . £29.78 

Our Solar System . .£11.91 

Penthouse (over 18s) . £58.72 

Playboy (over 18s) . £38.30 

Redshift . £45.96 

MUSIC CD-ROM 

Beatles Hard Day’s Night . £17.87 

Encyclopaedia of Sound . £11.91 

Encyclopaedia of Sound vol 2 . £11.91 

Hot Sound & Vision .£14.89 

Hot Sound & Vision 2 .£18.72 

Iron Maiden . .£17.87 

Midisoft Sound Explorer . £14.47 

Multimedia Audio Coll . £17.87 

Pink Floyd . £17.87 

Queen . ,£20.43 

Sound Sensations . £11.91 

ART & DTP CD-ROM 

Clipart Warehouse . £8.51 

Clipart Heaven . £11.91 

Clipart Heaven 2 - 12000 PCX pictures 

with a book showing ail pictures . £20.43 

Clipart Library . £16.17 

Desktop Publisher's Dream Disk - Includes 
1000s of fonts & clipart with book showing 

pictures of everything . £21.28 

Dr Halo Desktop Imager . £13.62 

Font Heaven £12.77 

Gif Galaxy 1 £11.91 

Gif Galaxy 2 £11.91 

Gifs Gallery £16.17 

Gifs Galore. £13.62 

Image Library II . £16.17 

Kodak Photo CD Access . £13.62 

Mother of all ClipArt . £11.91 

Too Many Typefonts . £10.21 


FREE DISK CRTRLOGUE WITH ORDERS. CHEQUES PRYRBLE TO PD SELECTIONS LTD. 
THE WHITE HOUSE, CLIFTON MRRINE PRRRDE, GRRVESEND, KENT. Dflll ODY. 


£45.00 

£34.00 

£34.00 

£14.00 

£22.00 

£19.00 

£35.00 

£14.00 

£69.00 

£45.00 

£54.00 


£ 21.00 
£14.00 
£14.00 
£17.50 
£ 22.00 
£21.00 
£17.00 
£ 21.00 
£ 21.00 
£24.00 
£14.00 


£10.00 

£14.00 

£24.00 

£19.00 


£25.00 

£17.00 

£15.00 

£14.00 

£14.00 

£19.00 

£17.00 

£19.00 

£17.00 

£14.00 

£ 12.00 


CREDIT CARDS: 0474 32580Z (2 LINES) OR 0474 331191 

FAX ORDERS: 0474 320442 



















































































































































CD NOW 






Dangerous Creatures 


F rom my window I can see 
Tyson, the neighbourhood 
Rottweiler, loose on the street 
again! A more dangerous creature you 
could not wish to meet and thankfully 
he does not grace the gallery of the 
new multimedia home offering from 
Microsoft. 

Pleased to be inside I turn to face 
my monitor and confront an equally 
as fierce looking tiger! Dangerous 


Creatures is a study of all the poten¬ 
tially deadly wild animals across the 
continents. Yet rather than attempting 
to indulge in animal statistics and 
facts, the creative team have kept the 
premise simple - teach and entertain. 

The whole package comes across as 
very user friendly and is clearly aimed 
at a young and inquisitive audience. 
Information can be retrieved via the A 
to Z, the Atlas and Habitat sections or 


a guide who enthusiastically informs 
you of everything he or she knows. 

Using the standard Microsoft point 
and click interface you can quickly 
access whichever animal you have in 
mind. Once found, a brief outline of 
the creature is given accompanied by a 
bright and colourful image. 

Clicking on various parts of the dis¬ 
play at this point, a wide variety of top¬ 
ics can be executed to add flesh to the 
bones of the subject, including video 
footage, clear concise audio samples 
and historical reference material. 

For those who may be a little too 
young to understand some of the 
terms used, a helping hand is offered. 



There’s lots of information on each animal, 
including sound samples and video clips 


You can choose to look up 
animals based on their method of 
attack as well as their habitat 


mm 


KGB-CIA World Factbook 


HE CIA World Fact Book has 
long been renowned for its 
greatly detailed information 
stored on all the countries of the 
world - populations, natural 
resources, military capability and 
so on. 

The information it contains has 
been in the public domain for many 
years - such is the freedom of access 


that American citizens experience. 
The KGB has had a similar factbook 
for their own intelligence uses for 
many years. 

Now the two have been brought 
together on this CD-Rom, and have 
been considerably enhanced by the 
addition of search facilities, maps and 
even a dictionary - the Merriam 
Webster OnLine Dictionary. The 


KGB-CIA World Fact Book is the 
result. 

The problem with a resource that 
contains such a wide variety of infor¬ 
mation is knowing precisely what it 
can and can’t tell you and where and 
how to start looking for it. 
Unfortunately, you don’t get much 
help with any of these. The manual is 
short and sharp about the wheres and 
hows, but silent on the can’s and 
can’ts. It’s all down to exploration! 

The most obvious information to 
be found is data relating specifically to 
countries. You can search either fact- 
book separately for detail on the char¬ 
acteristics of particular nations. 
Unfortunately, you can’t search both 
at once. 

The kinds of detail you can discover 
about each nation include its popula¬ 
tion, how much money is spent on 
defence, how much land it covers, the 
countries, if any, that border it, the 
international organisations of which it 
is a member, its natural resources and 
so on. The fact books vary slightly in 
their coverage, so you will need to 


Unfamiliar words are highlighted by a 
grey box and when clicked upon an 
easily understood spoken definition is 
given. 

Sound is supported throughout to 
add atmosphere and the video clips, 
though small, are clear and fluid. The 
only thing missing is smellivision, to 
get that true all-round feeling of the 
animals and their surroundings. 

The whole package is great fun to 
use and very positive in its view of 
some of the most feared creatures on 
the planet. As an added bonus many 
of the pages have been stripped of text 
and are offered up as either screen 
savers or wallpaper. 

Great for children looking for just 
enough depth to add to a school 
assignment or project and clear 
enough for anyone with a sudden urge 
to upgrade from their pet Rottweiler! 

Mike Browne 


Product 

Dangerous Creatures 

Price 

£35 

Supplier 

Microsoft 

Phone 

0734 270001 

✓ 

Ease of use, lots of 
information 

X 

Er... 

rai Verdict ★★★★★☆ 


search each in turn for the full range 
of information. 

Looking things up in the dictionary 
is simplicity itself. Whenever you are 
reading some text and see a word 
whose meaning is unclear, double 
click on it. The dictionary will pop up 
with a definition. 

There is undoubtedly a lot of infor¬ 
mation stored on this CD-Rom. 
Unfortunately, it is the kind that 
quickly gets out of date so its accuracy 
must be questioned. The US bias isn’t 
such a big deal, though, and presenta¬ 
tion is excellent. 

Sandra Vogel 


Product 

KGB-CIA World Factbook 

Price 

£39.99 

Supplier 

Gem Distribution 

Tel 

0279 442842 

✓ 

If you want to know the 
population of Barbados, 
here’s the place to find it 

X 

Must be out of date 
almost as it is mastered 

ran Verdict 


KGB/CIA World Faclbook.^lCon^nt 



A closer look at Italy 

So, what can I find out about 
Italy, land of sand, sea, mafiosi 
and political nightmares? 
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CD NOW 




MapVision Plus 


I CAN remember reviewing Auto¬ 
route on the ST way back in 1980 
and since then Nextbase have come 
along in leaps and bounds with their 
route planning and mapping software. 
MapVision Plus is the newest addition 
to their stable. 

Two maps are provided: Great 
Britain and Central London. The lat¬ 
ter is a bit of a misnomer as it stretch¬ 
es a remarkably long way - almost 
every area within the London post 
code boundaries is covered. It pro¬ 
vides detail down to street name level 
and is remarkable for its depth. 

The Great Britain map does not 
provide the same level of detail - you 
get as far as small towns. Most places 
big enough to boast an out-of-town 
shopping centre rate a grey blob rep¬ 
resenting their shape and size. 

I hope Nextbase have some addi¬ 
tional maps in the pipeline but, for the 
time being, Tm afraid it’s off to the 
trusty printed map to find your way 
from the railway station. 

Anyone who has seen more recent 
versions of Autoroute will get the gen¬ 
eral gist of how the MapVision inter¬ 
face works. You can ask to go to a par¬ 
ticular place, and if it is actually on the 
map, you will be there in a jiffy. 

You can zoom into specific areas 


and get more - or less - detail at any 
time to avoid a map cluttered with 
text. You can also do things like mea¬ 
sure the distance between two points 
though, unfortunately, only between 
points which are actually visible on 
the screen at the same time, and only 
as the crow flies. Measuring a roughly 
10-mile cycling distance across 
London is impossible to do accurately. 

A range of databases is provided, so 
you can display different features 
including places of entertainment, 
worship, health and postcodes. 

Each database is divided into up to 
seven layers. In effect, these are sub¬ 
sets and enormously increase flexibili¬ 
ty. For example the entertainment 
database is divided into cinemas, 
museums, galleries, exhibitions and 
tourist information centres, and you 
can display as many or as few as you 
choose at one time. 

If the databases provided are not 
able to satisfy your needs, you can cre¬ 
ate your own - including sets of sym¬ 
bols to place on the maps. These are 
stored in dBase III format, so they are 
readily transferred between packages. 

A variety of linking options is avail¬ 
able, so that you can link documents, 
sounds and even video clips to partic¬ 
ular places on the map, or get a 



Macclesfield - centre of the known 
PC magazine publishing universe 



London - centre of 
the known universe 


modem to autodial a phone number. 

Installation is rather painful in one 
aspect, in that you have to phone 
Nextbase for codes to unlock the CD- 
Rom contents. 

This apparently evades piracy and 
enables Nextbase to ship a range of 
products on a single CD-Rom. 
Though I found someone in the office 
to help me at 7pm, timing could be a 
problem for some users. 

MapVision is a natural extension of 
the Autoroute series. Its uses extend 
beyond the purely business oriented. 
For example, I can see myself using it 
to help plan a tour of London for for¬ 
eign friends. 

Sandra Vogel 


Product 

MapVision 

Price 

£275 for both Great 
Britain and Central 
London or £195 each 
plus VAT 

Supplier 

Nextbase 

Tel 

0784 421422 

✓ 

Lots of detail. Ability 
to add your own 
information and link to 
other events like sound 
and video 

X 

No local maps for 

major cities apart from 
London, not enough 
zooms on the Great 
Britain map 

Haa Verdict 


Beyond Planet Earth 


T he next great thing in space 
exploration will, apparently, be 
sending an astronaut to Mars, a 
feat we can expect to happen early in 
the 21st Century. 

Mission to Mars is one of four 
main attractions on this CD-Rom, 
and it is certainly the most engaging. 
You can learn about Mars itself, pre¬ 
vious missions, future missions being 
planned before the year 2000 - sur¬ 
prisingly few if they are all shown on 
this CD-Rom, and surely not enough 
to meet that timing - and finally take 


a look at the first steps towards send¬ 
ing a real live person up there. 

The second most interesting part 
is the Solar Gallery - a collection of 
over 200 pictures and animations of 
the solar system and beyond. There 
is plenty to keep you interested here: 
Sections on the gas planets, moons, 
meteors, comets, asteroids and 
more. 

Information, videos and text are 
presented via something called the 
engine. This is a multi-use screen 
which shows video, animations and 


photographs as well as text which the 
CD-Rom calls articles. 

The other two parts are an Ask the 
Experts section and the Planetary 
Theatre. Ask the Experts presents a 
panel of four who give their own ver¬ 
sions of answers to pre-set questions. I 
don’t find this kind of presentation 
very enthralling, but others might. 
The Planetary Theatre simply pro¬ 
vides one-stop access to all the videos. 

All this actually sounds a lot more 
exciting than it is. There are few 
movies on the disc, and these seem to 


be rather dark. I would have liked to 
see more links to the glossary - in fact, 
the educational quality of the textual 
information is not particularly high. 

I also have a personal dislike for the 
presentational tool the manual calls 
the engine. There is a lot of unused 
space on the screen, it’s dark, which 
makes the dark videos look even dark¬ 
er, and the text area is too small - 
what was wrong with making it bigger 
so you have to do less scrolling 
around? 

This is definitely a CD-Rom with 
potential. More thought in presenta¬ 
tion and just a bit more meat in terms 
of content would have secured a 
higher score. 

Sandra Vogel 


Product 

Beyond Planet Earth 

Price 

£29.84 

Supplier 

Computer Manuals 

Tel 

021-706 6000 

✓ 

Some good pictures 

X 

Naff presentation 

raa Verdict 
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So, this is 
what the first 
spaceship to 
Mars will 
look like 


You have 
access to 
over 200 
pictures in 
the Solar 
Gallery 
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A free watch worth £35.99* 
with every ABC colour printer 
bought before 
30th November 1994. 





fHERE'S NEVER BEEN A BETTER 
TIME TO BUY AN ABC PRINTER. 


Now is definitely the time to get your hands on the new, 
easy-to-use Citizen ABC Colour Printer. That's because 
we're giving away a "Life"^ watch absolutely free with every 
one. But hurry! Time's running out. The offer ends on 
30th November 1994. 

The ABC delivers outstanding 
colour graphics and crisp clear type. 

And with its EasyStart software setting 
it up is quick and easy. It's totally 


Windows compatible and can handle virtually any paper 
including cut sheets, labels, multi-part stationery and 
envelopes. So now you can get a superb colour printer at 
an incredible price and still be left with time on your 
hands. Don't waste another second, buy a colour ABC and 
send off for your free watch today. 

For full details of the offer and to 
find your nearest Authorised Citizen 
Dealer call 0800 31 77 62. 


CITIZEN 

COLOUR PRINTERS 


The ABC is also available from Allders, Argos, Best Buys, Cargo Club, Centrex, Costco, Fona, John Lewis Partnership, Office World, PC World, Rumbelows, Silica, Tandy. 

tLife by ADEC Watches and Citizen Printers are registered trademarks of The Citizen Watch Co of Japan. *RRP £35.99. Windows is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation. 

Full written details of this promotion are available by sending an S.A.E. to Citizen ABC promotion. Citizen House, Waterside Drive, Langley Business Park, Langley Berks. SL3 6EZ. 
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Simultaneous 
Display 



BLACK WIDOW TV Encoder (Ext) is a powerful, low cost way of display¬ 
ing VGA directly on to your TV. Unlike most other products of this kind TV 
Encoder (Ext) can support all display and colour modes up to 800 x 600 in 
16.7 million colours. An internal card version is also available. 



Features include: 

Composite, SVHS, Hi-8, & 
RGB outputs. 

A choice of PAL or NTSC. 
Flicker free display. 
Simultaneous output to TV or 
VCR up to 640x480. 


True colour display to TV and 
record to VCR. 

Hardware brightness adjust¬ 
ment. 

DOS (feWindows compatible. 
Composite (AV) phono and 
SVHS cables supplied. 
Software on 3.5" format only. 
Suitable for both notebook & 
desktop PC's 386 or above. 


TV Encoder (Ext) works perfectly 
with Window's. Making it perfect 
for all true colour Windows 
applications. Special advanced 
custom logic and a large frame 
buffer allows a flicker free stable 
display at all resolutions. 


Output can be made to either TV 
or VCR Perfect for training or 
promotional video's. Applications 
will include: Presentations / Large 
screen family entertainment. 



WORKS 



Digital 
Freeze Facility 


TV Encoder (Professional) is probably the most powerful device of 
its kind currently available on today's multimedia market. Up to 16.7 
million colours displayed simultaneously on both monitor and TV at 
up to 800 X 600 flicker free in Window and DOS. Requires no 
software to work, just plug-in and go, stand alone external unit 
guaranteed not to conflict, suitable for both desktop or notebooks. 


Features include: 

Horizontal / Vertical overscan 
and underscan adjustment. 
Vertical position adjustment up 
to 8 steps. 

Scan rate between 24kHz and 
35.5kHz. 

Stereo audio pass-through to 
TV (PAL Systems) 

Freeze framing facility built-in. 



• High quality video signal for 
VCR recording. 

• Simultaneous monitor/ TV or 
VCR output. 

• High quality RGB to Scart with 
audio cable supplied FREE ! 

• Standard composite (AV) & 
SVHS cables included. 

• Auto-memory of last status. 


A built in digital pause facility 
used to freeze the TV screen while 
loading your next application. This 
feature can also be used to edit 
sections when recording the output 
on to VCR. 


Composite, SVHS, Hi-8 and RGB 
outputs are supported. Again 
BLACK WIDOW TV Encoder 
(Pro) is fully compatible with 
MediaMaster (Plus) for full 
motion video applications. 
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TWAIN 

SUPPORTING 


SVHS 

or 

Composite 




BLACK WIDOW... VIDEO SnapShot, one of the worlds 
smallest video capture devices. No larger than a bar of soap 
but powerful enough to give any big box device a run for its 
money. Suitable for both notebook and desktop computers 
VIDEO Snapshot grabs photo-realistic, full 24-bit colour or 
256 greyscale pictures in real-time or 1 x 50th of a second.. 


Any video source can be connected to VIDEO Snapshot. Just like a scanner 
pictures are grabbed within TWAIN compatible packages. For those of you who 
do not have one an optional imaging package is available for only... £29.95. 


Features Include: 

Real-time image capture from video. 
SVHS & Composite inputs. 

Parallel port connector shown above 
with printer through-port. 
Adjustable preview window size. 

A choice of 256 greyscale or 16.7 
million colour picture grabbing. 


Display up to 1024 x 768. 

Grab up to 880 x 695 that's above 
broadcast quality ! 

NTSC or PAL (Switchable) 

Fast grey scale preview window. 
Compatible with any AT PC. 
Saves using another card slot ! 


VIDEO Snapshot . 

does not require or PSU. 
On most machines it 
will take its power 
direct from your parallel 
port. If additional power 
is require just fit 3 x 
AAA pencil batteries. 
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MEDIA Master (Plus) .could well be seen as one of the 

Worlds most powerful Multimedia video cards. When you 
look at the price its almost certainly the best value for 
money ! 


£249 

EX.VAT 


• Full screen video playback from hard disk or CD-ROM drives. 

• Motion video capture at up to 30 frames per second. 

• Full screen motion video capture and display. 

• High resolution single frame video capture, perfect even with high speed 
action screens with no motion artifacts. Real-time interpolation. 

• Real-time, Contrast, Brightness and Saturation control. 

• VGA colour key and chromakey overlay. 

• True and hi colour support in PAL or NTSC modes. 

• No interlace tearing normally found with this type of device. 

• Twice the VRAM of most competitors boards at 1.5 MEG. 

• 1X SVHS & 2 X Composite inputs all can be connected concurrently. 


I "Look closely at all the competition, how many 
! boards offer you this level of specification for the 
money ? Don't he disappointed by a product that 
. just doesn't perform to your expectations"... 


What do I get with the Board ? 


Optional Extras ? 

• Optional MPEG plug in 
module to play CDi & 

• CD Movies etc. 

• Optional Motion JPEG 

• Optional TV Tuner 




Video Editor: Make changes using 
a full range of editing commands 
such as cut, copy, paste and reverse. 
Apply special effects including 
fading dissolving, random boxes, 
bars and more... 


iPhotoPIus: Edit and enhance single 
frame images. Supports all major file 
formats inc: TIF, TGA, BMP, EPS, 
PCX, GIF and JPEG. Software, image 
editing software, video effects'software 
image control software. 


Video Capture: Capture up to 30 x 
fps. Playback captured sequences. 
Save AVI files with multiple 
compression options (including 
Microsoft Video 1, Intel Indeo, and 
more.... 


Single frame capture, Motion video capture and replay up to full screen with Sound 
Sampling up to 22.05 kHz... all on one board for only £249.00 
—Quite frankly a breakthrough in the multimedia arena.— 





Add £10 foi? 
Next Day 

European 
orders will be 
charged at cost. 


“DIRECT 
SALES LINES 
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BLACK WIDOW Sicos...A4 Scanner is a true A4, 24-bit 16.7 
million colours or 256 greyscale, 50 x sheet page scanner. Powered 
and controlled by the supplied 16-bit interface card operating under 
the industry standard TWAIN interface. Up to 1200 Dpi resolution, 
supplied with Image Processing and OCR Software. 

"Just like all other products in our range this product has more £ 
for £ value than any other A4 equivalent Faster than most 
Flatbeds with the added advantage of being able to scan up to 50 
X sheets at one time. Scan speed up to 3.5 pages per minute !" 


Features Include: 

Multiple resolutions all the 
way up to 1200 Dpi. 
Automatic document feeder 
for up to 50 sheets. 

24-bit, 16.7 million colours. 
256 greyscales, Line art, half 
tone, grey and colour modes. 
Sharpness and Brightness 
controls. 


Bundled Software: 

fPhotoPIus: top quality 
image processing and image 
manipulation package with 
TWAIN support. 

Easy Reader: One of the 
very best OCR text recogni¬ 
tion packages for the paper¬ 
less office or the lazy 
typist. 






£349 

^ Ex.VAT 


( 44 ) 0324 712424 
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DEVCOM INTERNATIONAL Ltd.Redding Road, Brightens, Falkirk, SCOTLAND, FK2 OHG. 
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UPGRADE OFFER 




^ 1 



S O F 7 IV A R E 

L r /) . 


^©aGQfliT©© 

0m©DQD(3©B 

• Powerful painting and animation 
program designed for both the 
professional and nonprofessional 

• Emulates a Windows style 
interface with Icon buttons for 
familiarity and ese of use 

• Several unique powerful utilities 
as well as the tools offered by 
professional animation programs 

• User customised interface. Tools 
and menus customised to suit 
individual creative environments 


Create superb animations with 
this month's PC Home Megadisk 
upgrade offer. Featured is a 
specially designed version of 
Animation Station from Scops 
Software. It is easy to use yet offers 
a comprehensive range of tools 


Ordering details 


Normally £69, PC Home readers pay £59.95 (plus £3 
P&P) total £62.96 inc Vat (£10 reader discount avail¬ 
able on orders placed before November 30) 


Name . 


To order: 


By post: 


Phone: 0252 72223 
Fax: 0252 711800 

Scops Software 
Unit 2 Abbey Business Park 
Monks Walk, Farnham 
Surrey GU9 8HT (England) 


Address. 


Cheques payable to Scops Software 


Credit card details 


Expiry date 


Daytime telephone number.. 
Signature. 


..Postcode. 


• Over 200 different sound effects, 
screens, picture files and 
animation clips preloaded for 
instant use 

• Movable toolboxes and menus 
can be customised to suit 
individual needs 

• Sound can be added at any stage, 
frame by frame, sequence by 
sequence or when the animation 
is finished 

• Requires a 386 or higher IBM PC 
or compatible, supports 
SoundBlaster and compatible 
soundcards. VGA/S. VGA monitor, 
mouse, 640k needed but no EMS 

• Files in PCX, FLI and FLC formats 
- 320x200 - can be imported and 
exported. Autodesk-compatible 
colour palettes can be loaded and 
saved 

• Animation Station was created 
with the user in mind! 
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486DX2/66 with 420Mb Hard Disk and Lotus Bundie 



CENTRES 


Belfast - Botanic Computer Centre: 
N Ireland-Tel: 0232 240798 



The ValueMagic 486DX^66MHz 

• Intel 486 Upgradable Processor 

• 4MB Fast RAM • 128KB Cache RAM 

• 420Mb Fast IDE Hard Drive on VESA Local Bus 

• 3.5" 1.44MB Floppy Disk Drive • 102 key keyboard 
' 1MB Local Bus Video Card 

• 14" SVGA Low Radiation Colour Monitor 
3 Button Programmable Mouse 

• 3 Year return to base warranty (on-site options] 

• Lifetime Technical Support 

• 30 Day Money Back Guarantee 
Pre-loaded Software 


• MS DOS 6.2 • MS Windows for Workgroups 3.11 

• Lotus AmiPro • Lotus Approach Lotus hnprov 

• Lotus SmartRcs • Professor Windows - Doc On-Line 
' FREE Lotus Organiser 


486DX2/66 £999 

486DX/33 £899 


Blackburn - Javelin Computers: 

Lancs - Tel: 0254 263388 

Bolton - Micros Ltd: 

Tel: 0204 399 355 

Daventry - The Computing Practice Ltd: 
Tel: 0327 714 77 

Doncaster - Micro Centre: 

South Yorks - Tel: 0302 326 073 

Coventry - Computime Ltd 
Tel: 0203 716 111 

East Barnet - Solutions 4U Ltd: 

Herts-Tel: 081 361 5111 

Exeter - Minerva Computers: 

Tel: 0392 410 137 

Fallowtield - Mighty Micro: 

Manchester - Tel: 061 224 8117 


The Power Office Limited offer while stocks last. 



Move UD to 



The ValueMagic 

486DXa/66MHz 

Power Station 

Intel 486 Upgradable Processor 
4MB Fast RAM 128KB Cache RAM 
420Mb Fast IDE HD on VESA Local Bus 
DOS 6.2 Windows for Workgroups 3.11 
® 3.5" 1.44MB Floppy Disk Drive 

• 102 key keyboard 

• 1MB Local Bus Video Card 

• 14" SVGA Low Rad. Colour Monitor 




Most methods of payment accepted. 
Government / Education orders 
welcomed. All prices exclusive of 
V.A.T. & delivery at £15 and are 
subject to change without notice. 

Ail trademarks acknowledged. 

E. & 0. E. 

These cards will not be debited until 
purchase is despatched. 
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• 3 Button Programmable Mouse 
^ 3 Year return to base warranty 

Lifetime Technical Support 

• 30 Day Money Back Guarantee 

Plus installation of: 

• ISP 16-bit Stereo Sound Card 

• Stereo Speakers 

• Voyetra Software 

' Dual Speed CD ROM 

• Joystick 


The ValueMagic range of desktop 
personal computers offers entry level 
Intel 486SX/33 through to powerful 
Intel 486DX2/66 machines and all: 

Intel Verified for the Pentium'’'MOverdrive™ Processor. 
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Ready 
To Run 






Ready 
To Run 


ValueMagic Multimedia 
DX2/66 Power Station 

ValueMagic Multimedia 
DX/33 Power Station 


£1149 

£1049 


Intel Inside and Pentium Processor Logos ore trademarks of Intel Corporation. 

The manufacturer of IPC Products, IPC Corporation Ltd. Located at 23 Toi Seng Drive, Singapore 1953, has been given ISO 9002 Certification by SGS Yorsley ICS. 


0282 618999 

IPC Direct (UK) Ltd., Glenfield Park, Lomeshaye Business Village, 
Nelson. Lancashire BB9 7DR. Fax: 0282 618214. 



Fellham - Planet Office Systems: 
Middlesex - Tel: 081 751 3351 

Halesowen West - ACL: 

Midlands - Tel: 021 585 0405 

Hull - Golding Computer Services Ltd: 
Tel: 0482 287 06 

Kingston on Thames - Globe 
Microsystems Ltd: Tel 081 547 2934 

Leamington Spa - A C Interactive Ltd: 
Warwickshire - Tel: 0926 450 099 

Leeds - Micropower Ltd: 

Tel: 0532 458 800 

Liverpool - Business Equipment 
Centre Systems Ltd: Tel: 051 260 6000 

Macclesfield - Mighty Micro: 

Cheshire - Tel: 0625 428 170 

Neston - Neston Computer Services: 
South Wirrall - Tel: 051 336 6905 

Saint Peter Port - Officemaker: 
Guernsey - Tel: 0481 700 011 

Southampton - Caro Data: 

Hampshire - Tel: 0703 869 635 

Croydon - Focus on Business Ltd: 

Tel: 0342 892 929 

St Heller - Jersey - Officemaker Ltd: 
Channel Islands - Tel: 0534 608 880 

Street - Computer Expertise Group Ltd: 
Somerset - Tel: 0458 841114 

Wakefield - Micro Centre: 

West Yorks - Tel: 0924 201 953 

Warrington - ABS August Business 
Services: Cheshire - Tel: 0925 234 300 

IPC Corporation (UK) Limited. 

Glenfield Park, 

Lomeshaye Business Village, 

Nelson, Lancashire BB9 7DR 
Tel: 0282 618866 Fax: 0282 618214 
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MAXIMISE YOUR PC’s POTENTIAL 

T he chances are that the computers you bought two years ago aren't keeping up with the new, more powerful software 
available today. Software is driving hardware - the average PC lifecycle dropped from 6.0 years to 4.8 years, indicating 
that users are demanding newer, faster technology. 




What can you do to give your PC a 
mid-life boost? 

The solution - Intel OverDrive® processors are a category 
of CPU upgrades for Intel486® and above CPU-based 
systems that significantly accelerate all software 
applications and operating systems. They can extend the 
life of the PC by delivering next generation CPU 
technology to systems today. 

The number of upgradable Intel486® systems in 
use today in Europe is 13 million and predicted 
to grow to 17 million by the end of the year. 

Software Story 

All software will be significantly increased. 
Here is just a small sample of how much better 
a system upgraded with an Intel OverDrive® 
processor will perform. 



Upgrading a system with an Intel OverDrive® processor 
provides the greatest overall system boost. It's simply the 
easiest and most cost effective way to maximise the 
performance of an Intel486 CPU-based system. 

More Power Today 

Intel iCOMP® - Intel Comparative Microprocessor 
Performance index is a simple relative performance rating 
for Intel's powerful family of microprocessors, both alone 
and with an Intel OverDrive® processor. 


iCOMP liHlex of Processor iiictii^ing til(«TDX2* OwrDrlvi Pntnuer 
reMlWmmudrnglnlelSXy-^OvorDnvo Processor 


Value For Money 

End users wanting more performance can 
choose from a range of upgrade options. We ran 
extensive tests comparing the performance of 
an OverDrive processor to other common 
upgrade options: 

Increase RAM from 4MB up to 8MB 
Allocate 4MB RAM to Disk Cache 
Install video accelerator card 



Inicl Ovei'Drive Pri«w 



lntel486DX-(33MHz) 
lntel486SX-(33MHz) 
lntel486DX-(25MHz) 
lntel486SX-(25MHz) 
lntel486SX-(25MHz) 
lntel486SX-(20MHz) 

The iCOMP index is an Intel microprocessor 'horsepower' rating. It 
is composite of selected performance measurements from SPEC 92, 

PC Bench *7 and Whetstone. Source: iCOMP; A Simplified Measure of 
Relative Intel Microprocessor Performance, Intel Corp., 1992. 

*lndlcated names are Trademarks of other companies. 

Which OverDrive Processor is Right 
For You? 

IntelDX2 OverDrive® processor is the versatile CPU 
upgrade that provides business users significantly 
increased software performance. 

IntelSX2 OverDrive® processor is the most affordable 
CPU upgrade option for cost-conscious users running non¬ 
floating point intensive applications. 


Intel OverDrive® Processor 

£ 239.00 

CALL NOW! 


Most methods of payment accepted. Government 
/ Education orders welcomed. All prices exclusive 
of V.A.T. & delivery at £15 and are subject to 
change without notice. All trademarks 
acknowledged. E. & 0. E. 

These cards will not be debited until purchase is 
despatched. [ 
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ATediaMagic gives you the power to do more 


Dual Speed CD ROM Drive 


ISP-16 Sound Card 


• Dual Speed Multisession 


• 16 Bit CD quality stereo sound 

• Supports all major sound standards 

• Stereo music synthesis (OPL3 upgradable to OPL4) 

• Completely configurable by software for ease of installation 


MPC Level 1 and 2 

• 300K Bytes/Sec data transfer rate 

• Photo CD ROM, CD ROM XA compatible 

• Front panel play/skip track control 
High quality audio output 



CD ROM Interfaces (Sony, Panasonic, Mitsumi) 
Midi music interface 
• Stereo Digital Mixer 

4 Watts per channel power amplifier 


• Motorised tray 


Speakers 

• Active/passive speakers 
4 Watt output 

Bundled Software 

• Voyetra Software Suite (6 Titles) 

- AudioStation - WinDAT 

- Windows Jukebox - Orchestrator 

- Audio Screen Saver - Sound Events 


Microphone 

Mini jack microphone with clip 
Stereo earphones 


Boost 

the performance' 

^ of your software by'' 

I doubling the speed] 
1 of your processor 1 
, using the Intel; 
OverDrive^ 
processor 





Normal Selling Price 


00 


MediaMagic Multimedia Kit 

Normal Selling Price 

209.00 


Intel OverDrive® Processor 


- e L-L-L£L 






Belfast - Botanic Computer Centre: 

N Ireland - Tel: 0232 240 798 

Blackburn - Javelin Computers: 

Lancs - Tel: 0254 263388 

Bolton - Micros Ltd: 

Tel: 0204 399 355 

Daventry - The Computing Practice Ltd: 
Tel: 0327 714 77 

Doncaster - Micro Centre: 

South Yorks - Tel: 0302 326 073 

Coventry - Computime Ltd 
Tel: 0203 716 111 

East Barnet - Solutions 4LI Ltd: 

Herts-Tel: 081 361 5111 

Exeter - Minerva Computers: 

Tel: 0392 410 137 

Fallowfield - Mighty Micro: 
Manchester - Tel: 061 224 8117 

Feltham - Planet Office Systems; 
Middlesex - Tel: 081 751 3351 

Halesowen West - ACL; 

Midlands - Tel: 021 585 0405 

Hull - Golding Computer Services Ltd; 
Tel; 0482 287 06 

Kingston on Thames - Globe 
Microsystems Ltd; Tel 081 547 2934 

Leamington Spa - A C Interactive Ltd; 
Warwickshire - Tel: 0926 450 099 

Leeds - Micropower Ltd: 

Tel: 0532 458 800 

Liverpool - Business Equipment 
Centre Systems Ltd: Tel: 051 260 6000 

Macclesfield - Mighty Micro; 

Cheshire - Tel; 0625 428170 

Neston - Neston Computer Services: 
South Wirrall - Tel: 051 336 6905 

Saint Peter Port - Officemaker: 
Guernsey - Tel: 0481 700 011 

Southampton - Caro Data; 

Hampshire - Tel: 0703 869 635 

Croydon - Focus on Business Ltd: 

Tel: 0342 892 929 

St Heller - Jersey - Officemaker Ltd: 
Channel Islands - Tel: 0534 608 880 

Street - Computer Expertise Group Ltd: 
Somerset - Tel; 0458 841114 

Wakefield - Micro Centre: 

West Yorks - Tel; 0924 201 953 


* *The manufacturer of IPC Products, IPC Corporation Ltd. Located at 23 Tai Seng Drive, Singapore 1953, has been given ISO 9002 Certification by SGS Yarsley ICS. 


Call your locaL^^B centre TODAY! 


Warrington - ABS August Business 
Services: Cheshire - Tel; 0925 234 300 

IPC Corporation (UK) Limited. 

Glenfield Park, 

Lomeshaye Business Village. 

Nelson, Lancashire BB9 7DR 
Tel: 0282 618866 Fax: 0282 618214 
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The new range of excellent titles for children 

The Way Things Work £62.00 +■ VAT = £72.85 

My Incredible Amazing Dictionary £38.00 -+ VAT = £44.65 

Illll 

Encyclopedia of Science £80.00 +• VAT = £94.00 

Incredible Cross Sections STOWAWAY! £38.00 -+ VAT = £44.65 

The Ultimate Human Body £62.00 -+ VAT = £72.85 

Global Explorer £51.00 -f VAT = £59.93 World map with zoom facility giving detail 

level in the major cities 

^ Min.TI,MKI)IA g 

down to street 

SPECIAL OFFER World Atlas v4.0 for £20.00 and get Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing, US Atlas 

25.00 +VAT = £29.38 

and Chessmaster 4000 for an additional £5.00. Total £ 

Bodyworks 3.0 £34.00 + VAT = £39.95 Learn about human anatomy with this excel 

llent CD. This is an enjoyable 
he easy understanding of 

multimedia trip through the body. Uses photo quality graphics, sound, detailed animation and videos to bring t! 
anatomy to all. 


NEW FROM MARIS. Publishers of Red Shift 
'WARPLANES' Yet another excellent reference disc 

£32.00 +VAT = £37.60 

RED SHIFT now down in price to £42.00 + VAT = £49.35 - Bargain 

This is one of the best ostronomy programs and is now even better value. 


TUNfLAND £33.00 + VAT = £38.78 Hosgottobe one of the best programs for kids. One of the most successful 

and enduring children's CD-ROMs. A great interactive cartoon for 3 year olds and above. Over 40 fully orchestrated songs. This CD- 
ROM is now down in price and is excellent value for money. 


DISCIS 


Wiggins in Storvland £25.00 + VAT = £29.38 This children's learning package has received high 
commendation in the reviews. Help your child with creative writing, using the full scope of CD-Rom. 


'Kids Can Read' CD-ROM books Helping Children Read and Learn 
Scary Poems For Rotten Kids \£1 

Aesop's Fables Q^8Ji/0 

The Tale of Benjamin Bunny 
National Geographic Farm Animals 
National Geographic Spiders 8.0\ 


All five for only 
£45.00 + VAT = £52.88 


★ New 5ft 10 Pak Vol 2 £32.00 * VAT = £37.60 ★ 

10 CD Variety Pak includes Rock Rep 'N' Roll, Space Quest 4, Sherlock Holmes Consulting Detective, 
PC Koraoke, "Family Fun", MS Multimedia Jumpstart, Movie Select, Home Medical Advisor, 

Arts and Letters, Warbirds, Fantasia, 200 Fonts, Battlechess Enhanced._ 


★ The 5ft 10 Pak Vol 1 £29.50 f VAT = £34.66 for 10 CD-ROMS ★ 

These CD-ROMs include King's Quest V, World Atlas, World Foct Book, Time Man of the Year, 

Stellar 7, Best of Media Clips, PC Animation Festival, CD-ROM of CD-ROMs, 

PC Karaoke and Doom. 


Microsoft 


Cinemaniu '94 £33.00 + 

Bookshelf '94 £50.00 + 

VAT = £38.78 
■VAT = £58.75 

Encorta '94 

Multimedia Encyclopaedia 

£45.00 +VAT = £52.88 1 

■:N CARTA 


Musical Instruments 
Dinosaurs 
Art Gallery 
Dangerous Creatures 
Ancient Lands 
MS Golf 

Creative Writer (floppy) 
Fine Artist (floppy) 


£33.00 +VAT = £38.78 
£33.00 +VAT = £38.78 
£33.00 +VAT = £38.78 
£35.00 +VAT = £41.13 (J 
£35.00 + VAT = £41.13 (JwfreteiJSft/j 
£22.12 +VAT = £25.99 
£30.00 + VAT = £35.25 
£30.00 + VAT = £35.25 


Reference And Education 


Animals Encyclopedia £26.00 + VAT = £30.55 

Animals of San Diego (New Price) £14.00 + VAT = £16.45 (Hew Price) 

Beethoven 5th Symphony 

Software Toolworks £22.00 + VAT = £25.85 

Chambers Dictionary £44.00 + VAT = £51.70 

Classic Ubrory £34.00 + VAT = £39.95 

Compton's Interactive Encyclopedio '94 £35.00 + VAT = £41.13 (NewPrice) 

Discovering York £99.00 + VAT = £116.33 (New) 

Everywhere USA Travel Guide (2 discs) £35.00 + VAT = £41.13 

Global Explorer £51.00 + VAT = £59.93 (NewPrice) 

Great Cities I & II £18.00 + VAT = £21.15 

Great Literature Plus for Windows £36.00 + VAT = £42.30 

Grolier's Encyclopaedia Ver 6.0 £35.00 + VAT = £41.13 

Guinness Disc of Records £22.00 + VAT = £25.85 

ITN World News'93 £30.00 + VAT = £35.25 

Mommols Multi Encyclopaedia £20.00 + VAT = £23.50 

Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing v2.0 £15.00 + VAT = £17.63 

Oxford English Dictionary £430.00 + VAT = £505.25 

Small Blue Planet £39.00 + VAT = £45.83 

Total History 3 Disc set £54.00 + VAT = £63.45 

World Atlas v5.0 £20.00 + VAT = £23.50 

Moth Blaster in Search of Spot 5-12yrs £34.00 + VAT = £39.95 

Alge-Blaster Moths Teacher 12-Adult £34.00 + VAT = £39.95 
The Complete Moths Workshop GCSE £ 140.00 + VAT = £ 164.50 
The Complete Moths Workshop A level £240.00 + VAT = £282.00 


Knowledge Adventure Titles 


/Him moo+ £37.60 

Discoverers 
3D Body Adventure 
3D Dinosaur Adventure 
Bugs and Insects Adventure 
Science Adventure II 
Magic Theatre 
Kid's Zoo 

Undersea Adventure 


Language 


Tripleplay french (Eosy longuage learning) £50.00 + VAT = £58.75 
Tripleplay Spanish (Easy language learning) £50.00 + VAT = £58.75 
Tripleplay English (Easy language learning) £50.00 + VAT = £58.75 
Learn to speak French £55.00 + VAT = £64.63 

Leorn to speak Sponish £55.00 + VAT = £64.63 

Berlitz ThinkAalk French £89.00 + VAT = £104.58 

Berlitz ThinkAolk German £89.00 + VAT = £104.58 

Berlitz ThinkAalk Sponish £89.00 + VAT = £104.58 

Berlitz ThinkAalk Italian £89.00 + VAT = £104.58 


Children's Learning 


Annabel's Dream of Ancient Egypt £22.00 + VAT = £25.85 

Benjamin Bunny £18.00 + VAT = £21.15 (feducedj 

Busy Town £29.00 + VAT = £34.08 

Fatty Bear's Birthday Surprise £25.00 + VAT = £29.38 

Fatty Bear's Fun Pock £25.00 + VAT = £29.38 

Kid Works 2 world and letter development £34.00 + VAT = £39.95 

Learning Heoven £12.00 + VAT = £14.10 

Legends of Oz £34.00 + VAT = £39.95 W 

Mixed Up Mother Goose £18.00 + VAT = £21.15 

Peter Pan Painting £30.00 + VAT = £35.25 

Peter Robbif £18.00 +VAT = £21.15 (yucsd) 

Putt Fun Pock £29.00 +VAT = £34.08 

Putt Putt joins the Parade £29.00 + VAT = £34.08 


Broderbund's Acclaimed 
Living Books Series 


Family Health & Living 


Astrology Source £34.00 + VAT = £39.95 

Colossal Cookbook £14.00 + VAT = £16.45 

Complete Guide to Gardening £34.00 + VAT = £39.95 

Cookbook USA £25.00 +VAT = £29.38 

Family Doctor £18.00 +VAT = £21.15 

Healthy Cooking £34.00 + VAT = £39.95 

Mayo Ginic Family Health Book £22.00 + VAT = £25.85 

Prescription Drugs Pharmacists Guide £28.00 + VAT = £32.90 

Wines of the World £34.00 + VAT = £39.95 

Yogo! A Multimedia Guide to Yoga £22.00 + VAT = £25.85 


Shareware 


CICA 2 Disc Set Windows Collection £15.00 + VAT = £17.63 
Windows Collection - Now three discs (July '94) Still at the old price 
Simtel 2 Disc Set DOS Collection £15.00 + VAT = £17.63 
DOS Collection - Just in August '94 
Linux (Infomogic dble disc set) £25.00 + VAT = £29.38 
Software Voult Gold/Win/Gomes 
3 Disc Set £21.00 + VAT = £24.68 

Family Learning 25 Educational 

Programs (Shareware) £15.00 + VAT = £17.55 


Fonts and DTP 


Best of Perfect Vision Vol 1 £25.00 + VAT = 

Clipart (Goliath) Warehouse £9.00 + VAT = 

Clipart Heaven 2 includes book £24.00 + VAT = 

Corel Draw v3.0 £48.00 + VAT = 

Corel Gallery Colour Clipart £34.00 + VAT = 

Dr Clip Arts £14.00 + VAT = 

Fontozio Fonts for you & book £24.00 + VAT = 

Font Pro: Vol. 1 Essentials (Box) £18.00 + VAT = 

Font Pro: Vol. 2 Types of Distinction £18.00 + VAT = 
GIFs Galore £15.00 + VAT: 

NEW Paintbrush Colour Clipart Ubrory £24.00 + VAT = 
Publisher Platinum £12.00 + VAT : 

Colour Magic £18.00 + VAT: 


£29.38 

£10.58 

£28.20 

£56.40 (price drop) 

£39.95 

£16.45 

£28.20 

£21.15 

£21.15 

£17.63 

£28.20 

£14.10 

£21.15 


Astronomy 


Arthur's Teacher Trouble 
Just Grandma & Me 
Little Monster at School 
New Kid on the Block 


£21.00 +VAT = £24.6 
£21.00 +VAT = £24.68 
£30.00 +VAT = £35.25 
£33.00 +VAT = £38.78 


Ruff's Bone 

1 

cm nbMi.) 

£30.00VAT = £35.25 

k . - 

iJKSl yzsri 

Justin! 

1 


Tortoise 8c Hare 

£30.00 +VAT = £35.25 | 

Wiggins in Storylond 

£25.00 +VAT = £29.38 

Creative Writer (Floppy) 

£30.00 +VAT = £35.25 

Fine Artist (Floppy) 

£30.00 +VAT = £35.25 

Games 


Distant Suns 
Mors Explorer 
Our Solar System 
Red Shift 

Space ond Astronomy 
Storlite 


£89.00 +VAT = £104.58 
£49.00 +VAT = £57.58 
£9.00 +VAT = £10.58 
£42.00 +VAT = £49.35 
£16.00 +VAT = £18.80 
£19.00 +VAT = £22.33 ffxce/ienlj 


Art and Music 


Composer Quest 
Introduction to Classical Music 


£21.00 +VAT = £24.68 
£42.00 +VAT = £49.35 



7th Guest £18.00 +VAT = £21.15 

Dork Sun - Shattered Lands £25.00 + VAT = £29.37 

Day of the Tentacle £22.00 + VAT = £25.85 

F-15 Strike Eagle III £20.00 + VAT = £23.50 

Gabriel Knight £22.00 + VAT = £25.82 (kked) 

Indiono Jones ond the Fate of Atlantis £19.00 + VAT = £22.33 
King's Quest VI £18.00 +VAT = £21.15 

Loom £18.00 +VAT = £21.15 

Megoroce £22.00 + VAT = £25.85 

Myst £33.00 +VAT = £38.78 

Rebel Assault £25.00 + VAT = £29.38 

Return to Zork £18.00 +VAT = £21.15 

Sam & Max £27.00 +VAT = £31.73 

Secret of Monkey Island £13.00 + VAT = £15.28 (Price drop) 

Simcity 2000 £25.00 + VAT = £29.38 

Simcity Enhanced £31.00 + VAT = £36.43 

TFX £22.00 +VAT = £25.74 (Kedw/ionj 

Theme Pork £28.00 + VAT = £32.95 (bceklgooie) 


Microsoft Art Gallery 

£33.00 +VAT 
= £38.78 



Midi Music Shop 
Renaissance Masters I 
Renaissance Masters II 
Survey of Western Art 


£25.00 +VAT = £29.38 
£19.00 +VAT = £22.33 
£19.00 +VAT = £22.33 
£20.00 +VAT = £23.50 


Creative Labs Sound Cards 


Sound Blaster Pro inci free gomes 
Sound Blaster 16 

Sound Blaster 16 multi CD interface 
Sound Blaster! 6 ADSP 
Sound Blaster 16 SCSI-2 
Sound Bloster 16 ADSP + SCSI-2 
Sound Blaster 16 AWE 32 
The Best Sound Cord 


Chestnut I 

Bibles & Religions 

£9.00 +VAT = £10.58 

Clipart (Goliath) Worehouse 

£9.00 +VAT = £10.58 

Complete Bookshop 

£9.00 + VAT = £10.58 

Computer Reference Library 

£9.00 +VAT = £10.58 

Dictionaries 8. Languages 

£9.00 + VAT = £10.58 

Encyclopaedia of Sound vol. 1 

£9.00 +VAT = £10.58 

Encyclopaedia of Sound vol. 2 

£9.00 +VAT = £10.58 

Gardening 

£9.00 +VAT = £10.58 

HAM Radio 

£9.00 + VAT = £10.58 

Our Solar System 

£9.00 +VAT = £10.58 

Shareware Overload Trio (3 Disk set) £20.00 + VAT = £23.50 

TechnoTools 

£9.00 +VAT = £10.58 

Too Many Typefonts! 

£9.00 +VAT = £10.58 

Windownre 

£9.00 +VAT = £10.58 

Walnut Creek 

CICA Microsoft Windows 

£12.00 +VAT = £14.10 

Clipart Cornucopia 

£16.00 +VAT = £18.72 

GIGA Gomes 

£17.00 +VAT = £19.98 

Ubris Britannia III 

£26.00 +VAT = £30.55 

Linux/GNUA Operating System 

£25.00 +VAT = £29.38 

Project Gutenberg 

£15.00 +VAT = £17.63 

QRz! Horn Radio (Summer 94) 

£15.00 +VAT = £17.63 

Simtel 20 

£12.00 +VAT = £14.10 

Source Code (Dec.) 

£21.00 +VAT = £24.68 

Space and Astronomy 

£16.00 +VAT = £18.80 

Toolkit for Linux 

£21.00 +VAT = £24.68 

Heaven Shareware 

Learning Heaven 

£12.00 +VAT = £14.10 

Straight from Heaven 

£12.00 +VAT = £14.10 

Shorewore Heoven 2 

£12.00 +VAT = £14.10 

Clipart Heaven 

£12.00 +VAT = £14.10 

Windows in Heaven 

£12.00 +VAT = £14.10 

Cookbook Heaven 

£12.00 +VAT = £14.10 

CD ROM Drives 

Panasonic CR562B 

£109.00 +VAT = £128.08 

Mitsumi FX001D Complete Kit 

£109.00 +VAT = £128.08 

SonyCDU33A 

£109.00 +VAT = £128.08 

CARRIAGE AND PACKING CD-ROMS 

£2.50 +VAT = £2.94 


£60.00 +VAT = £70.50 
£72.00 +VAT = £84.60 
£108.00 +VAT = £126.90 
£125.00 +VAT = £146.88 
£125.00 +VAT = £146.88 
£145.00 +VAT = £170.38 

£185.00 +VAT = £217.38 


10Os OF 
TITLES 


ASK FOR OUR UTEST CATALOGUE 


WE AIM TO GIVE YOU THE BEST SERVICE AND ADVICE 

PHONE 0844 - 342411 FAX 0844 - 342381 

RIDGEWAY CD-ROM ITD, PO BOX 21, PRINCES RISBOROUGH, BUCKS HP27 OLW 

We are happy to accept School and Local Authority orders 
EXPORT ORDERS WELCOME Prices subject to change without notice. E&OE. 
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TIMES 



Wilf Rees wonders if testing 
will mean a conflict between 
accuracy and technology 


W E saw recently in the press that the government 
have finally made a decision regarding the testing 
of children at age 11 in Maths, Science and 
English. Hopefully the newly instated Education Secretary 
will prove considerably less confrontational than the 
previous, though only time will be the judge. What I do 
find fascinating, is the prospect of the whole issue of testing, 
and the inevitable conflict between technology and 
accuracy. 

Measuring competence as a snapshot has always been a 
contentious issue with teachers, most preferring the princi¬ 
ple of continuous assessment as a more accurate and fairer 
representation of a student’s capabilities. 

Those who make the decisions, however, have usually 
either no real idea of what a state school looks like from 
the inside, or worse still, some Dickensian pre¬ 
occupation for a reversion to former days, when people 
knew their place and the old Secondary Modern was a 
euphemism for failure. 

Exam revolution 



Will technology 
make testing more 
effective, or 
completely 
useless? 


SOME 25 years ago as I sat my O Levels, a revolution was 
entering the examination world with the then new Nuffield 
Science Course. It was the first time that multiple choice 
answers were offered in a public examination, and the 
results were marked by an Optical Character Reader. 
Needless to say the papers were also marked manually. No 
such blind belief in technology was remotely acceptable 
then. 

What it did herald was the inevitable outcome of tech¬ 
nology gradually assuming a 
dominant role in what 
really is a tediously 
boring job, ploughing 
through countless vari¬ 
ations of the same 
answer to a given ques¬ 
tion. How things have 
changed since then, and so 
much of the tedium has 
been taken out of recording 
data. 

A classic example is 
the old register. No more 
thick columns of diagonal chevrons reflecting 
good attendance, with the odd red circle standing out 
like a wart on a silky smooth skin. In my school, 
and in more and more these days, a PC does all the 
donkey work. 

The Form tutor still has to make a small pencil mark on 
an OCR sheet, on any of five different criteria for atten¬ 
dance or absence, and within five minutes of completion, a 
class list appears on the staff notice board to show every 
teacher who is absent that day, and why. Reports to parents 


are no longer the tedious, hand written midnight oil jobs so 
detested and dreaded. A collection of very precise hierarchi¬ 
cal statements are drawn up by each department to reflect 
different levels of achievement across all of the attainment 
targets. Again, a card for each student is simply filled in 
with the relevant pencil dashes, and the PC churns out a 
report. 

Clever link phrases in the software allow the whole 
collection of statements to be bundled together to form a 
coherent and presentable outcome. This was probably the 
most contentious of all innovations so far to hit the profes¬ 
sion, but now well established, and most teachers agree it is 
a far more accurate and concise way to provide a meaning¬ 
ful report. 

Can you imagine what it is like trying to take 1,300 stu¬ 
dents, 80 teachers, 95 rooms, 30 different courses 
and 50 teaching periods, and arrange them into a working 
structure which optimises all available teaching time, 
keeps all students both busy and legally provided for, and 
has the inbuilt flexibility to cope with illness, lunch 
times, courses, subject option choices and time constraints? 
It’s called a Timetable, and is, I can assure you, a 
nightmare! 

Until fairly recently, this was an annual task, guaranteed 
to occupy some poor deputy head for months on end, 
locked away in an office with a Do not disturb sign stuck on 
the door. 

Often they would emerge with a hopeful grin on their faces, 
only to be devastated, when it turned out that five maths sets 
would not fit into four rooms, or that Miss Tomkins could not 
teach A level French and remedial German at the same time to 
two classes at opposite ends of the building. 

Horrendous burden 

I WOULDN’T describe the PC software now available as 
salvation from this horrendous burden, but it certainly 
has taken 75 per cent of the drudgery out of the task, 
and each year the later revisions of the software grow to 
handle the more subtle requirements of the timetabling 
problems. 

All of these innovations are excellent, and allow more 
time for the important aspect of the profession - to teach. 
What does fascinate me, however, is how long it will take 
for the students to catch on. 

When will it happen that an examination candidate will 
be able to scan an examination question with a micro wrist- 
watch scanner and send it via a portable modem to his 
mate, who can send the answers back via a miniaturised 
transmitter, read off on the same apparent wristwatch and 
entered in the appropriate space? 

Sounds a bit far fetched, but then if you were to have 
shown an IC to any of the scientists who put Neil 
Armstrong on the moon, they would probably have thought 
it was a fossil insect. KiUJ 
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Fun School 4 was the top-sellins 
product that first introduced the 
delights of educational software 
to hundreds of thousands of 
parents and children. Now get ready 
for its long-awaited successor - with 
three packages covering ages 4-7, 6-9 and 
8-11, featuring a trio of lovable characters 




OVER 

FUiV SCHOOL] 
CKAOES, 

, ^SOLD^^ 


to take Fun School to new heights. 
On PC only^ with versions on 
floppy disk and CD-Rom, 

urv - 


O F T W A R E 


Europa House, Adlinston Park, Macclesfield SK10 4HP. 
Tel: 0625 859333. Fax: 0625 879962 


































EDUCATION CENTRE 


THE APPLIANCE 




Science is becoming a big 
subject for education software, 
and Wilf Rees takes a look at 
the best new offerings 


I T’S remarkable how we are seeing a 
phenomenal rise in the number of 
new educational PC releases, as more 
and more companies are turning their 
attention to the huge growth rate in 
home PC ownership. 

Because software houses are aware of 
the strong desire for parents to assist in 
the learning processes their children are 
following at school, and the PC 
has immense capabilities to assist 
in this process, the growth seems 
exponential. 

Given the explosion in the PC multi- 
media approach to learning, teachers 
are hard pressed to compete unless they 
hold up their arms and join in. 

Over the last few months, I have 
introduced you to several new Science- 
based packages, and all are worthy of 
consideration. 

Here I have collected together no less 
than seven new releases, all of which have 
excellent features and together represent a 
vast amount of scientific know how, 
guaranteed to provide an immense base of 


knowledge and understanding, so advan¬ 
tageous in today’s ultra competitive 
market. 

Science is mandatory in all state 
schools up to the age of 16, and it is 
interesting that in the last few years we 
have seen the development of an inte¬ 
grated approach to the teaching and 
examining of Science, where the tradi¬ 
tional divisions of Physics, Chemistry 
and Biology are disappearing. 

The new co-ordinated Science 
courses are rapidly replacing the old 
ones, providing an overall grasp of the 
whole nature of scientific knowledge, 
seen as a continuum embracing all the 
natural, physical, theoretical and 
chemical aspects of learning the 
subject. 

Undoubtedly, the CD-Rom revolu¬ 
tion in PCs lends itself admirably to this 
concept, and the immense amounts of 
data, images and video make this 
option an obvious route to follow, and 
the vast majority of new releases we will 
be looking at are doing just that. 



Down at Acorn Pond, we have all the seasons demonstrated by 
the animals to be found scavenging above and below the water. 
Pointing and clicking provides specific information on each 
animal, regarding feeding, breeding and so on 



The inevitable 
main menu 
screen is the 
living room in 
Sammy’s Science 
House, where 
activities can be 
started by the 
usual point and 
click procedure. 
Five main options 
are available to 
introduce 
elementary 
Scientific 
experiences 


CATCH TTKigRffl 


EDMARK have already featured in my 
articles in the past, in the form of 
KidDesk, Thinkin’ Things and the duo 
of Millie’s Math House and Bailey’s 
Book House. Their latest release is 
Sammy’s Science House. This pack¬ 
age can be installed via Dos or 
Windows, and is aimed at children 
between the ages of two and five, but 
will attract interest up to at least seven 
years. 

As is usual with most applications 
directed towards this age group, the 
main menu screen is a cartoon image, 
with the five main activities actioned 
by pointing and clicking at one of the 
major objects in the room. Sammy, 
your host throughout all the activities, 
is a large grinning striped worm, 
who appears at regular intervals 
throughout. 

Another feature common to all 
software of this type is the degree of 
variation in the quality of the applica¬ 
tions. This is the only disk-based 
offering in the roundup this month, 
and six high density disks have limited 
storage capacity, even when com¬ 
pressed. The inevitable hierarchy 
of quality of activities is therefore 
evident. 

All the activities feature both a 
question and answer mode and an 
explore and discover mode. The best 
of the bunch without doubt is Acorn 
Pond, which provides a scenario of a 
nice country pond together with all of 
the animals which are dependant on it 
for their survival. Icons along the bot¬ 


tom of the screen allow the pond to be 
displayed through the four seasons of 
the year, along with all of the ensuing 
consequences for the inhabitants of 
the area. 

Sounds and animations help to 
make this an excellent means of con¬ 
veying the cyclical nature of time, as 
well as instilling a sensitivity towards 
the creatures that inhabit our world. 

A Field Notebook feature provides 
detailed information on specific ani¬ 
mals, explaining distinctive visual 
characteristics, particular breeding 
and sleeping habits, as well as any 
other relevant peculiarities associated 
with the species. 

The contents of the Field Notebook 
can be dumped to print if desired. A 
charming young owl by the name of 
Olivia appears in the question and 
answer mode, and interrogates the 
user to see if knowledge has been 
retained. 

Make-a-Movie presents a collection 
of pictures describing an event, such 
as the development of a butterfly from 
caterpillar to chrysalis to butterfly, 
and the child is required to arrange 
them on a simulated reel of film in the 
correct order. Difficulty levels are 
increased by adding more pictures to 
increase complexity. 

Once a sequence has been com¬ 
pleted, the action moves into the 
cinema, where the stills are trans¬ 
formed into an animation and played 
back to a rowdy, but appreciative, col¬ 
lection of assorted animals in the 
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A secondary subroutine from Acorn Pond is the ability to 
open the Field Notebook. This provides further detailed 
information on each of the animals featured. This 
information can be dumped to printer if desired 


audience - a nice application which 
helps test logic, sequencing and cause 
and effect. 

The Workshop presents parts of toys 
displayed on the pegboard, and these 
need to be brought to the main bench, 
to construct the highlighted examples. 
Buzzy the bee asks for specific toys to 
be made in the question and answer 
mode, and the blueprints have to be 
found as well as the specific parts allo¬ 
cated. This is a re-hash of an applica¬ 
tion in another of Edmark’s packages, 
and while novel and entertaining, 
doesn’t exactly break new ground. 

Two other applications are avail¬ 


able. Weather Machine permits com¬ 
binations of meteorological condi¬ 
tions to be mixed to see the outcomes, 
and Sorting Station shows pictures of 
animals, plants fungi and rocks, which 
have to be sorted into categories, 
teaching classification, attributes and 
scale. 

Sammy’s Science House is a well 
constructed and well structured facil¬ 
ity to introduce your child to Science. 
The manual in particular is extremely 
well written and simple to understand, 
with particularly good advice for par¬ 
ents to get the most out of their pur¬ 
chase. 


GETTING D7 

THERE is a subtle but distinct divi¬ 
sion between software designed 
specifically for use in educational 
establishments, and those offerings 
intended to breach the gap between 
school and home. 

Specific and concise attention to 
examination board syllabuses can 
often be a distinguishing character¬ 
istic of the former, as well as less 
emphasis on the glitzy presenta¬ 
tional features of more blatant edu¬ 
tainment titles. 

Titles which transcend this divi¬ 
sion are too rare, combining 
immense relevant data and a fun 
factor to disguise their primary 
objective. BTL have managed to get 
the mix absolutely right, with three 
titles targeting three of the National 
Curriculum strands in Science, 
namely Electricity and Magnetism, 
Earth and Universe and Energy 
Resources. 

All three titles come on their own 
individual CD-Rom, and have a nice 
feeling of quality mixed with rele¬ 
vance. Electricity and Magnetism 
seems to be the first developed - it 
has a marginally less professional 
feel about it than the other two, but 
this in no way detracts from its 
quality. 

The titles share a common open¬ 
ing theme, featuring Dr. Bob 
Gumersall, Head of Science at 
Bradford Grammar School, who has 
obviously been the force majeur in 


BDdKi'lf 



Discovering the mysteries of the 
universe is easy with Earth and 
Universe. This is just one of the 
hundreds of superb photos, 
animations and texts describing, 
in this case, the rings of Saturn 
and their composition 


putting them together. In the intro. 
Bob talks about each title, introduc¬ 
ing the contents, and generally con¬ 
veying his obvious passion for and 
his deep knowledge of Science. 

I really like this personal touch - 
it prepares the user in a sympathetic 
and enthusiastic way for what lies 
ahead and generates a friendly 
atmosphere to begin learning. 

Electricity and Magnetism has 
five major topics which combine 
graphics, animations, sound and 
photographs to convey the message, 
and a sixth section specifically 
addresses electricity and magnetism 
in the National Curriculum. All the 
content is explained in depth, and 
the commentary can also be viewed 



The Weather Machine permits permutations of assorted 
meteorological conditions to be mixed to find the outcome. 
Temperature, wind and moisture can be mixed in varying 
proportions to see an amusing animation of the outcome 
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Dr fio6 GomersoCt, 

Head of Pfi^ics, 

Bradford Grammar ScfiooC. 
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The main menu screen of Electricity and Magnetism. The five main 
subdivisions of the strand are handled in depth, as well as a 
specific section addressing the National Curriculum content. 

A quiz section checks how much data has been retained 
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THE P.D. RCROSS THE SUPPLV EQUALS THE P.D. 
ACROSS THE BULB. 

THIS SHOWS THAT NO POTENTIAL IS DROPPED 
ACROSS THE WIRES, AS IS CLEARLV INDICATED 
BV THE FACT THAT THE WIRES ARE A CONSTANT 
COLOUR. 


One of my favourite elements from Electricity and Magnetism. 
Each discreet component is identified, its role explained, and 
the effect it has on the circuit. Animation, graphics and voice 
all work together to aid comprehension 


as text. This is an excellent kit, and I 
endorse it fully. 

Energy Resources provides an 
overview of the different types of 
energy resources that are available 
to people, and differentiates 
between those that are finite and 
those renewable. 

It addresses social and environ¬ 
mental aspects and goes on to con¬ 
sider significant allied topics such as 
pollution, the greenhouse effect and 
the efficiency and life span of 
resources. 

This is my favourite of the range, 
partly personal because of the con¬ 
tent, but primarily because of the 
incredibly detailed and structured 
way in which the whole of the com¬ 
plex structure is organised and 
accessible in such a superbly 
ordered way. 

As with the previous example, 
there is a detailed test section as well 
as a superb study guide, which con¬ 
tains highlighted text, allowing the 
user to find out more detail on the 
selected topic, simply by pointing at 
the text and clicking. 

Earth and Universe takes a 
guided tour through copious aspects 
of our planet, our solar system, the 
galaxy and the universe in general. 
It is full of superb photographs 
detailing heavenly bodies such as 
planets, comets, asteroids and nebu¬ 
lae. There are fact sheets giving 
information on all of the bodies cov¬ 
ered, with information such as size. 


mass, distance, composition, loca¬ 
tion and history. 

Also included are excellent ani¬ 
mations which describe events such 
as how the seasons work, the path of 
comets and the relative rotations of 
the planets in our solar system. This 
is a fascinating and thoroughly 
enjoyable package, as well as being 
extremely informative. 

In addition to these three 
releases, BTL are working currently 
on two further CD-Roms, to cater 
for Force and Effects, and Waves 
and Light. 

These should be available 
towards Christmas, and if they are 
anything like as good as the first 
three, they will be worth looking at. 
Watch PC HOME for the first 
reviews. 



From Electricity and Magnetism, 
and the section on National 
Curriculum, this is one of the 
pictures explaining how the 
opposite charges on the contacts 
of a spark plug cause the spark 
to be generated, thus igniting 
the petrol and air mixture 


i 
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Explaining how 
light is broken 
down into its 
constituent 
colours is 
handled brilliantly 
by Isaac Asimov’s 
Science 
Adventure II. 
Moving the 
mouse causes the 
colours to cycle, 
as well as the 
prism to change 
shape 


ASIMOV 


MOVING away from the world of 
anatomy, and looking at Science from 
a broader perspective, I want to move 
on to a name which is synonymous 
with all that is futuristic within the 
world of scientific discovery and 
reflects a vision of possible outcomes, 
albeit inventive, but sometimes cau¬ 
tious, if his literature is any guide to 
the answers. 

Isaac Asimov has given his name to 
a CD-Rom which reflects the highest 
possible standards in what is available. 
Isaac Asimov’s Science Adventure II 
is absolutely crammed with all man¬ 
ner of scientific data, guaranteed to 
satisfy even the most thirsty of young 
minds seeking information. 

It is difficult to describe something 
that is so sophisticated in the limited 
space available, but this CD is 
astoundingly good. We are initially in 
the foyer of a modern laboratory, 
with pictures on the wall reflecting 
many areas of scientific discovery. 
Selecting any of these pictures will 


lead into animations, photographs or 
data, reflecting human achievement in 
the topic. 

An example is the photograph deal¬ 
ing with light, and a superb animated 
illustration describes how the refrac¬ 
tion of light into its constituent 
colours is changed due to the shape of 
the prism. All this is accomplished 
effectively and simply, using mouse 
control. 

Alternatively, we can move into the 
cinema and, hy scanning the initial 
leader frames, start off a video which 
describes particular aspects of scien¬ 
tific facts or discovery, then watch as 
the circumstances unfold. 

Elsewhere, a timeline allows a date 
to be chosen, and relative information 
regarding that time is displayed, show¬ 
ing significant events occurring which 
changed the course of scientific dis¬ 
covery and, hence, human develop¬ 
ment. Everything about this CD is 
classy and I cannot emphasise how 
good it is. 



This is the laboratory in Isaac Asimov’s Science Adventure II, where all the 
action begins. Any picture on the wall can be selected to enter a topic 
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If you want to amaze your friends by telling them the correct 
names for every part of their bodies, then Bodyworks 3.0 is just 
the ticket. Shame about the modelled images -1 felt they were 
too inaccurate and didn’t add to the quality of the package 


BODY 



TWO new releases which look at 
Anatomy come next, but the subject 
matter is handled in a completely dif¬ 
ferent way. Bodyworks 3.0 from 
Guildsoft is a very serious and sophis¬ 
ticated piece of kit, which would cer¬ 
tainly not be out of place in a doctor’s 
surgery or the Anatomy department 
of a major teaching hospital. 

There is almost a formal manner to 
this software, and it has a clinical 
impersonal feel, but this in no way 
retracts from its quality. 

Bodyworks runs through Windows, 
and the main 
screen is divided 
into four sections. 

The Picture View 
Box is the visual 
interface with the 
user, bringing all 
of the animations, 
photos, illustrations and diagrams 
into display. 

The Control Buttons along the top 
represent the different anatomical sys¬ 
tems of the body,. They include skele¬ 
tal, muscular, nervous, cardiovascular, 
respiratory and so on, a total of 12 in 
all. Among these are two associated 
topics relating to Processes of Living 
and Health and Fitness. 

These two features, respectively, 
give specific information on birth and 
mortality rates, population growth, 
contraception, pregnancy and child¬ 
birth. The second deals with diet, 
nutrition and exercise. The third sub¬ 


division of the screen is the Text Box, 
and this is where all the information 
provided is displayed. The scroll bar 
on the right hand side indicates if fur¬ 
ther text is available, and specially 
highlighted topics, called hypertext) 
can be activated to supply further in- 
depth information. 

The fourth facility is the Item List 
which is on the right hand side of the 
Picture View Box. This provides a list 
of specific items which are currently 
on view, and when selected, draws a 
line to indicate the location of the 
selected item. 
Among several of 
the illustrations 
are cine icons, and 
these trigger the 
inevitable movies. 

Animation in 
Bodyworks falls 
into three different categories. First 
are the straightforward video images 
of the usual exciting anatomical views 
of the inside of somebody’s bladder 
filling up with urine. 

Then the generated animations to 
describe phenomena like the opera¬ 
tion of the heart valves. Finally we 
have ray-traced rotating views of sev¬ 
eral skeletal sections and organs. This 
last section I thought was a bit 
gimmicky, and tended to devalue the 
very professional feel of the whole 
program. 

The ray-tracings were really not 
very accurate, and while they may give 


“...very serious and 
sophisticated” 


some spatial understanding of issues 
such as how the bones of the foot gen¬ 
erally align, they are limited in detail 
and do not give any greater under¬ 
standing than a photograph might. 

The usual pull-down menus are 
provided, and these give direct access 
to the very detailed and extensive 
index, which catalogues all the topics. 
Lessons and a quiz are inbuilt, allow¬ 
ing the user to tour through the fea¬ 
tures of Bodyworks, using a standard 
video type FF, REV, Pause and play. 

The Medical Records feature is a 
database enabling the storage of med¬ 
ical details on 50 of your friends. This 
really is a very sophisticated and 
superbly structured package, ideal for 
serious study of the subject. 

To go to the opposite extreme, 
3-D Body from Knowledge Adven¬ 
ture takes an entirely different tack. 
This treats the whole subject with fun 
and an element of frivolity. There is 
not the deep studious attention to 
detail, nor the serious clinical 
approach to learning, but it really is a 
whole lot more pleasurable to use. 

Using the 3-D glasses supplied to 
view the dozens of special animations 
and videos is really incredible, and 
the whole feel of 3-D Body is vigorous 
and energetic. Generally, you find the 
same overall topics as Bodyworks, but 
no great depth. 

Essentially, this package will pro¬ 
vide a stimulating and exciting 
resource to help you or your children 
to understand basic aspects of how 
the anatomical systems of the body 
work, and this it does very well. There 
are 15 full screen 3-D animations. 


superbly detailed and in very high res¬ 
olution, showing events such as a trip 
around, then into the human ear, 
indicating the various components 
encountered, and giving the correct 
pronunciation. As with Bodyworks, a 
main viewing area shows illustrations, 
while text is presented to one side. 

Two games are included, the first 
based on Pelmanism, reminiscent of 
an organ transplant ward, where pic¬ 
tures of parts of the body have to be 
linked with correct names, the second 
a medical version of Wolfenstein. 3-D 
Body fully stretches the concept of 
multimedia and is a superb product. 

• Thafs about all there is room for 
this month, but with new releases 
arriving daily, watch this space for all 
thafs new and innovative in the world 
of education. 


Contact 

Electricity and Magnetism 

Earth and Universe _ 

Energy Resources 

The above titles are from BTL 
(0274 841347) and cost £39.99 or 
£99 plus VAT for a school version 
including worksheets. 


Bodyworks 3 

£58.69 

3-D Body Adventure 

£49.95 

Sammy’s Science House 

£34.99 

Isaac Asimov’s Science II 

£ 38.25 

All from Children's Computing 

(0869324324). 
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This is a trip along a nerve, one of the amazing animations on 
3-D Body. This package treats the whole subject of Anatomy 
with a light-hearted approach and really stretches the current 
capabilities of multimedia to the full 
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blaster 

J 1 GnauitiCD 


Awesome 

Value 

Enter the world of PC sound with the best 
selling range of Sound Blaster sound cards. 
Guaranteed compatibility with games, educa¬ 
tion and business applications at prices that 
will suit everyones pocket. 

These low cost solutions are available in 
mono, stereo and CD quality versions that are 
ideal for the first time buyer. 


Awesome 

Quality 

For high quality, 16 bit audio, the MultiCD 
and SCSI-2 versions of the world famous 
Sound Blaster 16 are fully featured and easily 
upgradable with the Waveblaster (Wave table 
synthesis) daughter board or CD-ROM drive. 

Available with or without the Advanced 
Signal Processor they include a full comple¬ 
ment of voice recognition/read back and 
authoring software. 



ith Advanced Wav€ffects'“ Syniht 


All of Creative’s multimedia products are guaranteed and fully supported by a free Technical 
Support Team. If you would like to know more about any of our Sound Blaster sound cards, 



Multimedia upgrade kits or Video Blaster cards, please visit your local 
dealer, computer superstore or high street electronics outlet. 

Or call our pre-sales and Tech Support Team on 0734 344744 
for more information. 


Just 

Awesome! 

The next generation Sound Blaster AWE32 
is a state of the art, professional sound card 
for musicians. Featuring Advanced Wave effect 
synthesis for stunningly real instrument 
sounds or special effects for the ultimate 
games experience. 

With Advanced Signal Processing, expand¬ 
able memory, down loadable sound fonts and a 
full musical and voice control software bundle, 
the AWE32 is quite simply the new standard 
for PC audio. 

CREATIVE 

CREATIVE LABS 






















The most popular releases 
in the current PC game scene 

All charts supplied 

Sli^P by ELSPA/Gallup 

1 

FULL PRICE 


1 

Sim City 2000 

Maxis 

2 

Frontier 

Gametek 

3 

Tie Fighter 

Virgin 

4 

Theme Park 

Electronic Arts 

5 

Lemmings 2 

Psygnosis 

6 

X-Wing 

US Gold 

7 

Microsoft Space Simulator 

Microsoft 

8 

IndyCar Racing 

Virgin 

9 

Microsoft Flight Simulator 5 

Microsoft 

10 Fifa Soccer 

Electronic Arts 


1 CD-ROM 1 

1 

Theme Park 

Electronic Arts 

2^ 

Rebel Assault 

us Gold 

3 

Encarta 

Microsoft 

£ 

Sam and Max 

US Gold 

1 

The Journeyman Project 

Gametek 


TFX 

Ocean 

7 

Frontier 

Gametek 


Ishar 2 

Daze 

9 

Day of the Tentacle 

US Gold 

K 

) Outpost 

Sierra 


1 BUDGET ° WM 


L 

Doom 

Titanium Seal 

2 

Doom 

Microstar 


Doom 

Gold Medal 

1. 

Windows French 

Premier Collection 


Fun Learning 

Premier Collection 

1. 

Arcade Pool 

Team 17 


Populous 2 

Hit Squad 


Easy to Learn Computing 

Premier Collection 

9 

Word Games for Windows 

Premier Collection 

10 

Doom Vol. 3 

Gold Medal 

_ 


Welcome to the 






Under development 

Another packed month, 
with Bullfrog, Microprose, 
Gametek and Gremlin all featured 
within these hallowed pages 

Home & Dry 

Troubled Doomsters out 
there can rest easy, as Darren 
Allan presents his strategy guide, 
subtitled How to stand in corners 
and shoot barrels 

Showdown 

ONCE again, it’s that time 
of year when a truck load of 
hung-over journalists get to meet a 
host of equally subdued software 
houses. Prepare for the ECTS 



90 


80 



Deja vu 

So you’ve played the real 
thing - let’s face it who hasn’t 
- but how do Doom clones really 
perform? Wayne Williams kicks 
mutant butt 


100 



Tom Landry Football 


Hut! Hut! Hut! Blue 24, Red 
46, and a load of other 
incomprehensible garbage. 

Duncan Evans straps his helmet 
on and hits the gridiron 




Star Crusader 


121 


Captain Andy Shaw has a 
degree in fusion engine 
maintenance and Breville toaster 
repair, so we thought him the best 
candidate for this crusade 
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Return to Ringworld 


125 


When we told Mike Browne 
to return to Ringworld, he 
did. Take a stroll with him through 
this computer adaptation of Larry 
Niven’s famous novel 



The Crystal Maze 

NOTORIOUS for his ability 
to solve complex 


130 


mathematical equations in the blink 
of an eye - just like Dustin Hoffman - 
Andy Shaw tried to crack the TV 
simulation 

Space Simulator 

NASA didn’t want to know 
when we tried to send Wayne 


135 


Williams on a special mission with the 
Voyager Probe, so he had to look at 
this instead 


Inferno 


116 


NO, not an interactive multimedia guide to the 

_ famous Dante epic, but Ocean’s latest big name 

offering. Inferno casts the erstwhile player in the role of one 
of the hardest ever human pilots, in a battle of huge 
dimensions against the evil Rexxon Empire. 

Well, it might not be the most original plot ever to grace 
the PC, but this isn’t really the point. This is one of those 
games that you can watch people play for hours, let alone 
actually take part yourself - it really does look stunning. 

Atmosphere leaks out of this epic like gamma rays from 
Sellafield - there is a serious amount to be witnessed. Huge 
spacecraft, narrow interior tunnels, undersea exploration - 
there’s practically nowhere that your James Bond style 
spacecraft cannot go. 

Different planets, climates, gravities, high speed shoot- 
’em-up action, not mentioning the thumping CD quality 
sound track specially formulated by Alien Sex Fiend. Get the 
idea that we are impressed? 

Pete Hawley, known throughout our universe for his 
stout reflexes - the more Guinness he drinks, the better they 
get - was given the task of fathoming this one out. He was 
last seen taking a sharp right at Alpha Centura!, singing 
about little green leprechauns. 



Will your PC run 
the software? 
How much disk 
space does it 
need? Find out 
here 



We list some 
j other games of 
! the same genre, 
\ whether they 
i were reviewed 
I inPCHandhow 
j much they 
scored 

i _ 

i How the game 
I scores in the 
\ categories that 
I really matter 

Here we give 
the bottom line 
on the game. 
Truly awesome 
ones will be 
granted the 
coveted 
PC HOME HIT 
award, but only 
the best attain 
this accolade 


INFERNO 

Publisher 

Ocean 

Telephone 

061-832 6633 

Price 

£49.99 

Format 

CD/Floppy 

REQUIREMENTS 

PC 

486SX 

Total memory 

4IVIb 

Sound support SoundBlaster 

Control 

Keyboard, mouse 

Hard drive 

2iVlb 

ALTERNATIVELY 

Epic 

Ocean 

Not reviewed 

N/A 

The prequel to 
Inferno with some 
quite major flaws 


RATINGS _ 

GRAPHICS ★★★★★★ 
SOUND ★★★★★★ 

LONGEVITY ★★★★★★ 
GAWIEPLAY ★★★★★★ 
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“An epic. Perfect 
game structure 
combined with 
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SIERRA; You are now out 


With over 400 developers 
creating gomes in both the U.S. 
and Europe, Sierra is one of the 
worldwide leaders within the 
interactive gaming market. In 
addition to its comprehensive 
range of over 40 titles including 
best selling series. Sierra's 
diverse catalogue of gaming 
styles now meets the ever 
increasing needs of today's 
software enthusiast. 

Today, Sierra's real mastery lies 
in the areas of high-tech 
imagery (graphics, video ' and 
animation), sound and latest 
technologies. Every effort is 
made to provide our games 
players with innovative quality 
products that exploit the 
hardware of today (PC, CD 
ROM and Macintosh platforms). 

Are you prepared for a new 
dimension of gaming? 


PHANTASMAGORIA 

The terrifying story of a woman fighting against 
the forces of evil comes to life in the most 
advanced multimedia suspense thriller ever. 



Unfolding in novel-like chapters, this game 
establishes an unprecedented blend of 
Hollywood film production, digital effects and 
interactive computer-rendered worlds. 



Available on PC CD ROM beginning '95. 


KING'S QUEST VII 

The latest and even more spectacular episode of 
the most famous adventure series of all time. Told 
through breath-taking, cinema-quality animation 
and accompanied by a beautifully orchestrated 



score. King's Quest 7 establishes a new standard 
for animated adventure games. 



Available on PC CD ROM December '94. 


LOST IN TOWN 

Directed by professional cinematographers and 
entirely made up of live film footage. Lost in Town 
sets a new standard in the 
realm of high-tech computer 
entertainment. This inter¬ 
active adventure thriller 
follows the story of a 
journalist carrying out an 
investigation only to discover 
a strange and complex plot, 
that quickly turns into a wild 
race to fight for survival. 
Available on PC CD ROM January '95. 


THE LAST DYNASTY 

Re-discover the fantastic world of sci-fi movies 
with this interactive epic. Blending the talents of 



professional cinematographers and the best 
graphic design and programming teams. The 
Last Dynasty tells the tale of a young man raised 
on Earth who is suddenly pulled into a cosmic 
war across the galaxy. 



Available on PC CD ROM November '94. 

ACES OF THE DEEP 


Created in collaboration with German World 
War II submarine commanders. Aces of the Deep 
is the most realistic and technically advanced 
German U-boat simulation to be developed 
today. Meticulously detailed historic missions, an 
array of combat modes, combined with 









ering the New Dimension 


special effects, digitized voices and stunning 3-D 
graphic art, result in a gripping and highly 
atmospheric game. 



Available on PC 3.5 and PC CD ROM Nov. '94. 


WOODRUFF AND THE 
SCHNIBBLE OF AZIMUTH 

In this hilarious adventure you find young hero 
Woodruff in a crazy search to avenge the killer of 
his teddy bear... Find the kidnapped Dr. Azimuth, 
renowned throughout town for the «Schnibble»- a 
mysterious word, with a hidden meaning that 
desperately needs unravelling! An interactive high 
resolution cartoon in Tex Avery style. 



Available on PC CD ROM December '94. 


BAHLE BUGS 

A humorous strategy game that puts you at the 
head of an army of insects! With multiple levels, 
defeat the enemy troops and take control of their 
food supply. 



Available on PC 3.5 and PC CD ROM Sept. '94. 


LODE RUNNER 

The legend is back. The new version of the 
famous arcade/action game features 150 levels 
in 10 different underground worlds. Your 
objective: collect lost treasure as you climb, dig 
and out manoeuvre the enemy, along with the 
option to create your own levels! 



Available on PC 3.5, PC CD ROM and 
Macintosh November '94. 


ALIEN LEGACY 

The year 2119. You are: captain of the ship 
Calypso, searching for a planet to settle the last 
human colony. Your mission: govern the colony, 
fight off hostile life forms, build defenses, crush 
rebellions. The future of the human race is in 
your hands.... 



Available on PC 3.5 September '94. 

EARTH SIEGE 

The year 2341. Earth has been invaded by the 
Cybrids, intelligent robots programmed to 
destroy you and take control of the planet. 
Available on PC 3.5 November '94. 



BATTLEDROME 

The sequel to EarthSiege places you in an arena 
designed for fierce robotic combat. A game where 
strategy and tactics count as much as fire power. 



Available on PC 3. 5 December '94. 


I-j 

[ I would like to receive the Sierra Multimedia catalog free of charge: | 

I Last name: . First name: . j 

Address: .i 


Computer : . 

Please send to: 

Sierra On-Line Ltd 

4 Brewery Court - Theale, Reading, 
Berkshire RG75AJ - UK 


PCH/1194 
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Choose the 
site of your 
first pizza 
restaurant 
from this 
rather 
colourful 
globe 


Microprose 
kindly invited 
Pete Hawley 
over to 
scoff some 
Italian nosh 
in their up 
and coming 
business-cum 
-strategy game 

T ake one successful German games 
publisher, add a large helping of 
enormous American game publish¬ 
er, take a fine looking game with an origi¬ 
nal concept and mix them up together. 

Add all the above ingredients to a Pizza 
base with a hint of the God game genre 
and business simulation along with some 
tomatoes and cheese and the end product 
should be something quite special. 

Of all the games released over the last 
few years none have touched upon the 
subject of pizza. Ah, pizzas, what a flexible 
foodstuff they are. Whether it’s at lunch or 
stumbling home at two in the morning 
pushing one in the general direction of 
your mouth, they are always delicious. 

Tomato, cheese, topped with anything 
you like - anchovies, pepperoni, olives, 
herbs, prawns and mars bars (?). But what 
makes the perfect pizza topping? What 
makes a winning recipe? Well don’t just sit 
there waiting to be fed, it’s time to create 
your own and make a million in Pizza 
Tycoon. 

The game was released originally in 
Germany on the Amiga and PC by game 
publishing giants Software 2000, and 
Microprose will be publishing it in the UK 


this month. They kindly invited me over to 
Hamburg to take a closer look at the com¬ 
pany behind it and to play it for a while, 
too, of course. 

Manchester Airport was the usual hive 
of activity at terminal one as we searched 
for gate 7 and our Lufthansa flight to 
Hamburg. What a pleasant surprise it 


turned out to be, a swish 40 seater aircraft 
flying business class direct to Hamburg 
airport. 

After the flight 1 was tired and the last 
thing I needed was a 230 km/h journey 
down the Autobahn to Software 2000’s 
headquarters, but that’s exactly what I got 
and it certainly woke me up. “So there is 


no speed limit in Germany I take it?” I 
asked Torsten, the driver of said bullet. 
“No, no speed limit”, was his cool reply. I 
sat back and prayed. 

On arrival at the plush offices of 
Software 2000, which didn’t take too long, 
I was introduced to the company’s co¬ 
founder Marc Wardenga. Formed in 




In the city, zoom into the streets and find the key locations 
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OK, so it's not Pizza Hut but give me a little more time 
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UNDER DEVELOPMENT! GAMES ARENA 


October 1987 the company has grown 
from a small family business to Germany’s 
No.l game publisher. Before the release of 
Pizza Tycoon they had success in the UK 
previously with The Manager, a football 
management sim, so some of you may 
already know their name. 

The family atmosphere and working 
habits still play a major part in the 
day-to-day running of the company in 
every area of production. There is a very 
relaxed atmosphere to the whole place, 
relaxed but profes- 
sional and efficient 
with a true love for 
the games that 
they release. 

Nearly all of the 
game’s program¬ 
ming, graphics and 
production was done 
out of house by a reg¬ 
ular freelance team who have worked for 
Software 2000 in the past and hopefully in 
the future. 

From their HQ, advertising is arranged, 
the disks are duplicated, put into packag¬ 
ing and shipped. Labels are printed and 
slapped on the disks while Marc, his broth¬ 
er Andreas and his father Norbert oversee 
the production, marketing and retailing of 
all Software 2000 products. 

So what is Pizza Tycoon all about? Well 
it’s sort of a business game that looks like 
it will be bags of fun with a few other tasty 
ingredients. There is a hint of strategy, 
dirty dealings with the mafia, back stab¬ 


“It's a sort of business 
game that looks like it 
will be bags of fun with 
a few other ingredients” 


bing and fierce competition against eight 
other rivals. 

At the start you begin by choosing your 
character from a gallery of characters. The 
idea is to build the world’s most successful 
and profitable chain of Pizza restaurants. 
Along your entrepreneurial journey every 
part of your business has to be guided in 
the right direction. Will you take the clean 
route and play the business laws by the 
book or get involved with the Mafia and 
do things the more exciting but dangerous 
way? It’s down to 
you. 

You have to 
choose the site for 
your first restaurant 
in any of the major 
cities on the map 
and choose the per¬ 
fect site in the city 
streets. With the 
relatively small amount of money you get 
at the start you then have to build the 
foundations for your Pizza Empire. 

You will be able to hire and fire staff, 
choose from over 70 Pizza ingredients to 
create your own master dishes, equip new 
restaurants, interact with business part¬ 
ners and guests, advertise on TV and in the 
street and compete with up to 30 other 
businesses in each city. Sounds like it 
could be a handful. 

• Pizza Tycoon is due for imminent release 
and should be given the full treatment by the 
team in the next issue of PC HOME. D33 



After developing the pizza, work at your production plan 


Tycoon 




Here is the street I chose for my first restaurant. Nice eh? 


There's no time to put your feet up and relax. Get back to work! 
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GAMES ARENA ■ UNDER DEVELOPMENT 



Flying through swarms of giant bees is a little annoying and bad for you 



Having clocked Bullfrog’s 
latest offeriiig at the ECTS, 
Pete Hawley checks if it is 
still full of Eastern promise 


T he story behind Magic Carpet is 
that the Grand Wizard of the new 
world grew very powerful and ruled 
over the entire kingdom, but he fell ill. 
Before he died he split his kingdom into 50 
smaller areas. 

The kingdom is divided and many of 
the other would-be wizards, including you, 
are all battling for a piece of the new lands. 
The idea is to get all the pieces of land for 
yourself and reunite them. 

Across the split realms are a number of 
other creatures, completely separate from 
your struggle for power but who intervene 
none the less. Huge crabs attack your cas¬ 
tle and grow bigger by gathering the other 
players’ magical power, or mana, for 
themselves. 

Griffins, dragons, villagers, archers, 
skeletal armies, emus and rather annoying 
giant bees all make life difficult while you 
are trying to defend yourself against the 
onslaught from other Carpet fiends. 

Eight more characters are either con¬ 
trolled by the computer or other network 
players. As in a number of earlier Bullfrog 
releases the idea is to collect mana to give 
you enough power to cast a variety of won¬ 
derful spells and magical weapons. Each 


creature, villager or player that bites the 
dust leaves a ball of mana in its place. 

From your castle, built at the start, a 
large balloon becomes your key to gather¬ 
ing the mana while you get on with the 
essential things in life like kicking other 
wizard apprentice’s butts. The balloon 
makes its way across the terrain automati- 
cally gathering the mana you have 
claimed. 

As your power to cast spells and magi¬ 
cal weaponry increases, more devastating 
effects become available to your finger 
tips, such as volcanoes that rise from the 
ground and explode when they reach their 
summit casting balls of fire into the air 



Chasing dragons down valleys on 
your own isn’t such a good idea 



Attack the enemy castles to get more mana and power 



Pop your enemy's balloon with Meteor strikes are devastating 

flaming arrow tips - ha ha and don’t leave much behind 





Throw a few volcanoes at your There goes another player. Set fire 

enemy for guaranteed results to his carpet and he’ll get annoyed 


that ignite the surrounding forests. 

Earthquakes rip the ground open with 
deafening sounds, fireballs, meteors, light¬ 
ning balls and lightning strikes all have 
their own effects and uses in different car¬ 
pet combat situations. The perfect ingredi¬ 
ents for a network game: Bags of combat, a 
simple control method and a lorry load of 
weapons. 

Included as optional extras will be 



If fireballs aren’t doing the trick 
send in the skeletal armies 


speed blur effects, 3-D effect for use with 
3-D glasses, detail changes to get the opti¬ 
mum speed on various machine specifica¬ 
tions and many of the game’s finer 
points. 

These include forest fires, splashes in 
the water, reflections, steam and countless 
other details. I don’t think the guys at 
Bullfrog have missed anything here. 

The game will be in the office as you 
read this article and I’m sure will occupy 
our hard drives to get a thorough testing 
before next month’s review. 

Doom may have to take a back seat for 
the next few weeks while our network is 
busy doing something more magical, com¬ 
ing soon to a monitor near you. 

• Magic Carpet is due for review in the 
December issue of VC HOME along with a 
rather nice playable demo on the Megadisk. 
And there'll be more news from behind the 
scenes at the Bullfrog Offices. D33 
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GAMETEK 

GAMETEK (UK) LIMITED, 5 Bath Road, Slough, Berks, SL1 3UA 



Andy Shaw takes a 
trip into Gametek’s 
underground 
development 
bunker to 
check out 
the future 
releases, 
Quarantine 
and Hell 





I F you were a demon from the 
Underworld, which region of 
the world would you attempt 
to seize power of? The UK? Too 
small. The Middle East? Too 
chaotic, even for a devil. How 
about the good old USA? Now 
there’s a country. Millions of 
people to do your bidding and 
the destructive power to take 
control of the whole world at 
your fingertips. 

This is exactly what happens in 
Hell: A Cyberpunk Thriller, a forthcoming 
game developed by Take 2 Interactive 
Software and soon to be released by 
Gametek. 

In the year 2095 Solene Solux, leader of 
the Hand of God party, rules over America 
like a religious guru. By pretending to be 
propagating traditional values, she has 
gained the fanaticism of the people to such 
an extent that she is slowly turning this 
power against them. 

In reality there are far more sinister 
plots afoot. Solux is in league with the 
minions of Hell, her virtuous exterior a 



Our hero Gideon in his 
full 3-D rendered glory. 

If anyone can beat the 
minions of Hell he 
could be the man 

cunning mask for the 
evil and subterfuge 
that lies beneath 
her own personal¬ 
ity and the 
behaviour of 
the state. 

The player 
has a choice 
between either 
taking the role 
of Gideon or 
Rachel, two ex-government 
employees who have been accused of com¬ 
mitting sins against the state, though they 
can’t remember committing them. To get 
out of this one alive, the protagonists will 
have to find out why they’re being hunted 
and what the link between the state and 
Hell really are. 

This will take them through the streets 
of a futuristic city and then down into the 
pits of Hell. Along the way there is 
promised more deceit and malevolent 
intrigue than you can shake a pitchfork at. 

One of the biggest areas of interest in 
Hell is that it is set to star Dennis Hopper, 



A shotgun isn’t going to help you when you 
find yourself under the wheels of my cab mate 


K EMO City - a place so violent and 
evil that the authorities decided to 
cordon it off, making it into a large 
urban prison. That way all the criminals 
were already there, and any new crooks 
could just be dropped in and allowed to 
get on with it. 

You take the role of Drake Edgewater, 
an innocent taxi driver trying to save up 
enough cash to fit his taxi with a hovering 
device so he can take to the skies and fly 
over the massive perimeter wall. 

Unfortunately, to do this he’s going 
to have to make quite a bit of cash, so in 
the meantime he’ll 
be driving his ’59 
Checker Cab 
around the mean 
streets of Kemo. 

And believe me, 
they are very mean. 

Quarantine is a 
first person per¬ 
spective 3-D driving 
game, or Doom on 
wheels as it has almost become more popu¬ 
larly known. You drive your taxi round the 
enclosed streets of the city picking up pas¬ 
sengers, mowing down molotov cocktail 
wielding pedestrians and pumping fellow 
drivers with lead because they’re there. 
You can even switch to a side view and 
perform drive-by shootings. 

All this is underscored by the story, but 
like the best games of this kind, the vio¬ 
lence stands up for itself. You could play 


the game religiously adhering to the plot 
or, alternatively, just spend a spare 10 
minutes racing round the streets with tyres 
screeching and guns ablaze. 

The graphics are fast, furious and gory, 
instilling all the atmosphere of a classic 
post holocaust type environment. The 
streets look like a city that is slowly decay¬ 
ing into the ground, and the vehicles and 
inhabitants of the city are classically cyber 
punky, with that virtually trademarked 
spiky and gritty appearance that goes hand 
in hand with the genre. 

It also achieves a really good sense of 


movement as you’re shooting down the 
streets, with top speeds that are literally 
completely out of control. With the added 
bonus of a steering wheel controller, one 
of which was set up with the game at the 
recent European Computer Trade Show, it 
all becomes a wheel wrenching, gun toting 
frenzy of mad action. 

But don’t get the impression that this is 
going to be just a bit of a mindless death 
match. As you play the game properly, fol- 


“...the graphics are fast, furious 
and gory, instiiiing aii the 
atmosphere of a ciassic post 
hoiocaust type environment” 
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UNDER DEVELOPMENT ■ GAMES ARENA 



Gideon and Rachel (aka Stephanie Seymour) in a All of the locations have been fully rendered. I Satan In his underworld abode. Hmm, nice 
brief but touching period of calm and relaxation prefer the more open plan workplace though decor but it could do with a bit of a hoover 


Grace Jones and Stephanie Seymour. In 
terms of Hollywood talent, it’s second only 
to Wing Commander III, though the act¬ 
ing talents of Hopper in particular far out¬ 
weigh Mark Hamill even at his best. 

Hopper, most recently starring in Speed 
with Keanu Reeves, plays an odd little 
demon called Mr Beautiful, who will hassle 
the characters throughout the game with 
his constant devilish wise cracking. 

Grace Jones, recording artist and antag¬ 
onist in the James Bond movie View to a 
Kill, takes the part of the already men¬ 
tioned Solene Solux, which, if played any¬ 
thing like she is in real life should make for 
a truly scary character. Stephanie 
Seymour, super model (say no more). 


plays Rachel, the female lead. So that 
should be good. 

The game will not feature video footage 
of these actors - except for Stephanie 
Seymour, who is set to feature in a video 
intro - but each character has a rendered 
likeness of them which will be used in the 
game. This should allow imaginative 
games producers to be more flexible with 
their story line, as there are always certain 
things that can’t be easily done with video. 

At the moment, there isn’t a lot of game 
to see so exactly how the thing will play is a 
little up in the air. However, if there is 
enough playability to rival the strength of 
the cast and the theme, then Gametek 
really ought to be on to a bit of a corker. 



Welcome to Hell. I don’t know about you but I don’t think 
this is the kind of place I’d want to come for a holiday 


lowing the plot and attempting to get your 
car kitted out with that elusive hover 
equipment, you will soon find there is 
much more to it. 

Picking up passengers can be a hairy 
business, though the more dangerous the 
fare, the more money you’ll make. 
However, sometimes the risks are just too 
high and simply not worth it. These kind 
of decisions must be made throughout the 
game. 

Then there’s your money management. 
All the takings from fares can be saved up, 
though if you spend it on improvements to 


your car in the meantime, you are much 
better equipped to allow for survival 
throughout the remainder of the game. 
Making the wrong decisions could mean 
the difference between survival and escape 
or finding yourself under the wheels of an 
articulated death machine. 

If you’ve ever played Doom and wished 
you could climb into a car and travel 
about a hundred times faster, then it’s 
worth looking out for Quarantine when it 
hits the shelves. In the meantime, watch 
out for a full review in next month’s 
PC HOME. 



Anyone for a quiet picnic in the park? Not in Kemo City, 
though there may still be fares waiting for a cab 



That front mounted circular saw, 
the Widowmaker, saves your 
bumpers when hitting pedestrians 



This roof mounted gun, the 
Punisher, is quite devastating 
as can be seen on the left 



Those motorbikes look far too posy for my 
liking. Let’s do a drive-by and take it out 
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COMPUXER SOFTWARE 

7 CLEEVE WOOD ROAD, DOWNEND, BRISTOL. BS16 2SF. 
TEL: 02712 401315/401310 

PERSONAL CALLERS BY APPOINTMENT 
Teleplione for price on otlier games. 

MON-FRI 10am-7pm SAT 10am-5pm SUN TIMES VARY. ANSWERPHONE AT ALL OTHER TIMES. 

All prices include VAT. UK postage add £1.00 per item. Prices subject to change. 

Access and Visa accepted. Please aUow 7 days for cheques. 





0TB CODE OF PRACTICE > 

CltEOn'CJUUK AKE m CHJUtGED uxm GOODS AilE DESPAKI^ 

THE CDSTOHEK IS ALWATS DIEORliED WHETHER GOODS ARE III STOCE OR M-J 


1942 PACIFIC AIR WAR.£27.99 


ACES OF THE DEEP. 

ACES OVER EUROPE . 

.£29.99 

.£27.99 

FIGHTER WING. 

FIRE AND ICE. 

.£30,99 

.£19.99 

AIR rnMRAT ri Assirs . 

£28 99 

FLASHBACK. 

.£22.99 

ALIEN BREED . 

.£18.99 

FLIGHT SIMULATOR 5. 

.£29,99 

AI.IF.W I FAr.lIR . 

. .£24.99 

FS5 NEW YORK SCENERY. 

.£15.99 

ALONE IN THE DARK 2. 

ALONE IN THE DARK . 

.£23.99 

.£15.99 

FS5 PARIS SCENERY. 

FS5 SAN FRANCISCO SCENERY. 

.£15.99 

.£24.99 

AL QADIM - THE GENIE’S CURSE. 

ARPHON ULTRA 

.£25.99 

...£22.99 

FS5 WASHINGTON SCENERY. 

FORMULA 1 GRAND PRIX. 

.£24.99 

.£27.99 

ARMDIIRF.nFIST . 

£21.99 

FREDDY PHARKAS. 

.£24.99 

ARMOUR GEDDON . 

.£15,99 

FRONTIER: FIRST ENCOUNTERS. 

.£24.99 

ANIMATinW WORKSHOP 

£rj\LL 

FURY OFTHEFURRIES. 

.£21.99 

A-TRAIN . 

.£15.99 

GABRIEL KNIGHT. 

.£24.99 

AWARD WINNfTR*; 9 

£32 QR 

GENESIA . 

.£21.99 

BATTLE BUGS . 

.£22.99 

GRAHAM GOOCH WORLD CRICKET. 

.£22.99 

RATTI.EISLR? 

. £24.99 

GRANDEST FLEET. 

.£24.99 

BENEATH A STEEL SKY. 

RinODNRT . 

.£24.99 

,. £24.99 

GREAT NAVAL BATTLES 2. 

GUNSHIP 2000. 

.£24.99 

.£24.99 

BLUE AND THE GREY. 

.£24.99 

HAND OF FATE. 

.£24.99 

BRIDGE CHAMPION WITH OMAR SHARRIFF... 
BURN TIME. 

.£25.99 

.£CALL 

HARPOON 2. 

HEIMDALL2. 

.£28.99 

.£24.99 


...,£24.99 

....£23.9£ 


CIVILIZATION WINDOWS... 

CUCKANDPUY. 

CLOCKWISER.,.. 


CLUB FOOTBALL THE MANAGER. 

COLONIZATION. 

COMANCHE OVER THE EDGE. 

COMANCHE MAXIMUM OVERKILL.... 

COMBAT CLASSIC 2. 

COOL SPOT. 

CORRIDOR 7. 

CRYSTAL MAZE. 


DARKSUN SHATTERED LANDS. 

DAY OF THE TENTACLE. 

D-DAYTHE BEGINNING OFTHE END... 

DELTA V. 

DESERT STRIKE. 

DETROIT. 

DGENERATION WINDOWS. 

DIGGERS. 

DOOM. 

D00M2. 


.£16.99 

.£27.99 

.£20.99 

.£18.99 

.£24.99 

.£27,99 

.£26.99 

.£CALL 

.£23.99 

.£27.99 

.£16.99 

.£27.99 

.£24.99 

.£19.99 

.£16.99 

.£24.99 

.£20.99 

.£23.99 

,...X28.99 

.£26,99 

.£24.99 

.£27.99 

.£21.99 

.£24.99 

.£15.99 

.£22.99 

.£26.99 

.£34,99 

.£24.99 


DUNGEON HACK. 

ELDAR SCROLLS ARENA.... 

EUTE2. 

EMPIRE DELUXE.,. 

EMPIRE SOCCER. 

EVASIVE ACTION. 

Ere OFTHE STORM. 

F14 FLEET DEFENDER. 

FALCON 3.0. 


....£26.99 

....£19.99 

....£27.99 

....£19.99 

....£20.99 

.£CALL 

...,£27.99 

....£27,99 


PACIFIC STRIKE SAP.£14.99 

PERFECT GENERAL TRILOGY.£27.99 

PINBALL DREAMS.£22.99 

PINBALL DREAMS 2.£15.99 

PINBALL FANTASIES.£23.99 WORLD CUP USA ’94. 


WARGAMES CONSTRUCTION 2 - TANK.£23.99 

WAR IN RUSSIA G GRIGSBY.£27.99 

WARLORDS 2.£27.99 

WARLORDS 2 SCENARIO EDITION.£25.99 


....£CALL HIGH COMMAND... 


WEREWOLF - KA50 HOKUM.£24.99 

WNGCOMMANDER ARMADA.£24.99 

WOLFENSTEIN 3D.£14.99 


HISTORY LINE... 
HOBOKEN... 

HORDE. 

INCA 2.... 


,...£29.99 


,...£28.99 


,...£29.99 


POPULOUS 2.£14.99 

PREMIER M/\NAGER 2.£21.99 

PRINCE OF PERSIA 2.£24.99 

PRIVATEER.£29.99 

PRIVATEER RIGHTEOUS FIRE.£13.99 

PRIVATEER SAP.£13.99 

PROJECT X.£CALL 

QUARANTINE.£24.99 

gUATERPOLE.£23.99 

QUEST FOR GLORY 4.... 


WTIATHOFTHEGODS.£CALL 

XANTH.£24.99 

X-WING.£24.99 

X-WING IMPERIAL PURSUIT.£14.99 

X-WING B-WING.£14.99 

ZOOL2.£21.99 


HIRED GUNS.£24.99 

HOBOKEN.£24.99 

INCA 2.£26.99 

INCREDIBLE TOONS.£24.99 

INDIANA JONES FATE OF ATLANTIS.£23.99 

INDY CAR RACING.£20.99 

INDY CAR TRACK PACK.£13.99 

INFERNO.£27.99 

JURASSIC PARK.£22.99 

KA50-H0KUM.£24.99 


RETURN TO ZORK.£28.99 

REUNION.£25.99 

SAM AND MAX.£24.99 BENEATH A STEEL SKY 

SCRABBLE.£19.99 


7lh GUEST + DUNE. 

nth HOUR.£CAa 

AEGIS - GUARDIAN OFTHE FLEET.£30.99 

ALONE IN DARK + JACK IN DARK.£15.99 

AL QADIM + THE GENIE S CURSE.£24.99 

AIR TRANSPORT PILOT - USA.£55.00 

BATTLE BUGS.£25.99 

BATTLE ISLE 2.£30,99 


INCREDIBLE MACHINE.£CALL 

INDIANA JONES FATE OF ATLANTIS.£27.99 

INFERNO.£CALL 

INTERNATIONAL TENNIS OPEN.£28.99 

IRON HELIX.£25.99 

JACK NICKLAUS UNLIMITED.£15.99 

JFKASSASINATION.£32.99 

KING S QUEST 1-6.£28.99 

KING’S TABLE.£25.99 

KIXX CD ROM TITLES & SCREEN SAVER,..,£11.99 EACH 

LABYRINTH OF TIME.£23.99 

UNDSOFLORE.£30.99 

LAURA BOW 2.£27.99 

LEADERBOARD COLLECTION.£22.99 

LEISURE SUIT LARRY 6.£28,99 

LEMMINGS 1 & 2.£20.99 THEME PARK.... 

LINKS COLLECTION.£32.99 

MADD0GMcCREE2.£30.99 


SHERLOCK HOLMES LOST HLES.£30.99 

SID MEIR’S GREAT GAMES.£22.99 

SIM CITY ENHANCED.£32.99 

SIMON THE SORCERER.£28.99 

SPACE HULK.£30.99 

SPACE QUEST 1-5.£28.99 

SPELLCASTING TRIPLE PACK.£25.99 

SSN-21 SEAWOLF.£28.99 

STARCONTROLl + 2.£16.99 

STARLORDS. 


STRIKE COMMANDER..., 

SUB WAR 2050. 

SYSTEM SHOCK. 

SYNDICATE PLUS. 

TACTICAL MANAGER. 


SETTLERS.£24.99 

SHADOWCASTER.£27.99 

SIM CITY 2000.£23.99 


LEGEND OF KYRANDIA 2 HAND OF FATE.£23.99 

LEISURE SUIT LARRY 6.£24,99 

LEMMINGS 2 THE TRIBES.£14.99 

LINKS 386 PRO.£27.99 

LINKS 386 PRO COURSES.£15.99 

LITILDIVIL.£24.99 

LORDS OF THE REALM.£24.99 

LOST VIKINGS.£21.99 

LOTUS ULTIMATE CHALLENGE..£20.99 

MASTER OF MAGIC.£CALL 

MASTERS OF ORION.£27.99 

MAVIS BEACON TYPING V2.£26.99 

MICRO MACHINES.£19.99 

MICROSOFT ARCADE.£15.99 

MICROSOFT CREATIVE WRITER.£32.99 

MICROSOFT FINE ARTIST.£32.99 

MICROSOFT GOLF.£27.99 

MICROSOFT SPACE SIMULATOR.£27.99 

MIGHT & MAGIC 4.£29.99 

MIGHTS MAGIC 5.£29.99 

MONKEY ISUND 2.£21.99 

MORTAL KOMBAT.£19,99 

NHL ICE HOCKEY.£27.99 

ON THE BALL.£22.99 

OUTPOST.£24.99 


SIM FARM.£21.99 

SIMON THE SORCERER.£24.99 

SPACE HULK.£27.99 

SSN-21 SEAWOLF.£27.99 

STAR CRUSADER.£24.99 

STARLORDS.£27.99 

£22,99 STAR TREK 2-JUDGEMENT RITES.£27.99 

STRIKE COMMANDER.£29.99 

STRIKE COMMANDER SAP.£13.99 


STRIKE COMMANDER TACTICAL OPS.£13,99 

STUNT ISLAND.£27.99 

SUBWAR 2050.£27,99 

SYNDICATE.£27.99 

SYNDICATE DATA DISK.£15.99 

SYSTEM SHOCK.£27.99 

TACTICAL MANAGER.. 


BETRAYAL AT KRONDOR.£CALL 

BLOODNET.£25.99 

BUZZ ALDRIN - RACE INTO SPACE.£24.99 

CAMPAIGN.£25.99 

CASTLES 2 ENHANCED.£30.99 

CEFfTRAL INTELLIGENCE.£25.99 

CHALLENGE PACK.£25.99 

CHESSMASTER 4000 TURBO.£24.99 

CIVILIZATION & RAILROAD 1YCOON.£22.99 

COMANCHE MAXIMUM OVERKILL.£30.99 

COMPANIONS OF XANTH.£24.99 

DARK LEGIONS.£24.99 

DARKSEED.£CALL 

DARKSUN SHATTERED LANDS.£24.99 

DAY OF THE TENTACLE.£26,99 

DESERT STRIKE.£22.99 


MAVIS BEACON TYPING V2. 

MEGARACE.£24.99 

£30,99 MICROCOSM.£30.99 

MICROPROSE SPORT COMHLATION.£22.99 

MICROSOFT ANCIENT CARDS.£38.99 

MICROSOFT ART GALLERY.£38.99 

MICROSOFT BEETHOVEN.£38.99 

MICROSOFT BOOKSHELF 94.£69.99 

MICROSOFT CINEMANIA '94.£38.99 

MICROSOFT DINOSAURS. 


TORNADO + MISSIONS. 

UFO ENEMY UNKNOWN. 

ULTIMA 7. 

ULTIMA 8 PAGAN. 

ULTIMA UNDERWORLD 1& 2. 


WARPLANES VOLUME I.£35.99 

WHO SHOT JOHNNY ROCK.£31.99 

WING COMMANDER 2 DELUXE.£30.99 

WOLFPACK.£22.99 


....£31.99 


TERMINATOR RAMPAGE... 


...£23.99 


DRAGONSPHERE. 

DUNGEON HACK.£24.99 

ELITE 2.£25.99 

EMPIRE DELUXE MASTER EDITION.£24,99 

EYE BEHOLDER 3.£23.99 


MICROSOFT MOZART.£38.99 

MICROSOFT MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS.£38.99 

MONKEY ISLAND.£27.99 

MYST.£37.99 

NHL ICE HOCKEY.£CAa 

NOMAD.i20.99 

ON THE BALL.£CALL 

OUTPOST.£28,99 

PATRICIAN.£22.99 


,£25,99 PGA TOUR GOLF 486... 


THEME PARK.£27.99 

TIE FIGHTER.£26.99 

TOM LANDRY STRATEGY FOOTBALL.£20.99 

TORNADO.£22.99 

TORNADO OP DESERT STORM.£15.99 

TRANSPORT TYCOON.£27.99 

UFO ENEMY UNKNOWN.£27.99 

ULTIMA 7.£24.99 

ULTIMA 7 PT2 SERPENT ISLE.£27.99 

ULTIMA 8 PAGAN.£29.99 

ULTIMA 8 PAGAN SAP .£14.99 

ULTIMA UNDERWORLD 2.£24.99 

ULTIMATE BODY BLOWS.£22.99 

UNNECESSARY ROUGHNESS.£24.99 


.£27.99 FALCON GOLD.£27.99 + £6 POSTAGE 

- FANTASY EMPIRES.£23.99 

FIGHTER WING, 


FRONTIER - FIRST ENCOUNTERS.£25,99 

GABRIEL KNIGHT.£28.99 

GENESIA, 


GRANDEST FLEET.£28.99 RISE OF THE ROBOTS 

GREAT NAVAL BAHLES 2.£24,99 

GREMLINS COMPIUTION.£CALL 

GROUER’S DISK OF RECORDS ’94.£39.99 

HAND OF FATE.£30,99 

HEIMDALL2.£25.99 

HELL CAB.£32.99 


PINBALL DREAMS DELUXE.£24.99 

P0UCEQUEST4.£28.99 

PRIVATEER.£30.99 

PSYCHOTRON.£30.99 

QUARANTINE.£24,99 

QUEST FOR GLORY 4.£28.99 

RAVENLOFT.£29.99 

REBEL ASSAULT.£28.99 

RED SHIFT.£49.99 

RETURN TO RINGWORLD.£26.99 

RETURN TO ZORK.£31,99 

RINGWORLD.£25.99 



SHADOWORLDS.£14.99 

SHADOW OFTHE COMET.£23.99 

SHERLOCK HOLMES 1.£29.99 


DAY OF THE TENTACLE.£27.99 

INDIANA JONES FATE OF ATLANTIS.£27,99 

MEGARACE.£24,99 

MICROSOFT ENCARTA '94.£69.99 

OUTPOST.£28.99 

REBEL ASSAULT.£28.99 

SAM & MAX.£27.99 

THEME PARK.£26.99 

PC TITLES 

FRONTIER ELITE 2.£21.99 

LEMMINGS 2 THE TRIBES.£14.99 

PACIFIC STRIKE.£25.99 

SAM & MAX.£24.99 

SIM CITY 2000.£23.99 

TIE FIGHTER.£26.99 

TORNADO.£22.99 




Please send cheque / PO (made out to Premier Mail Order) / Access / Visa No. and expiry date to: 

Dept PCHl 14 9-10 The Capricorn Centre, Cranes Farm Road, Basildon, Essex SSI4 3JJ Tel: 0268-271172 Fax: 0268-271173 
Telephone orders: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm and Sat & Sun 10am-4pm. We Are Open 364 Days A Year 

P&P and VAT is included for all UK orders. Please add £2 P&P for Europe and £3.50 for Rest of the World. Next day delivery service available £4 per item 

Most titles despatched same day, but can take up to 28 days. Some titles may not be released at the time of going to press 


1942 Pacllic Air War.27.99 

7lh GuesVOune.CD ROM 29.99 

7th Guest (OEM).CD ROM 16.99 

11th Hour-7th Guest 2.CD ROM 39.99 

360 Compilation.CD ROM 16.99 

A320 Airbus Europe.27.99 

A320 Airbus USA.27,99 

A320 Approach Trainer.19.99 

Aces ol the Deep.3.57CD ROM 27.99 


Aces of the Pacific ... 


Aione inthe ![)ark2.26.99 


Beneath A Steel Sky.CD ROM 32... 

Beverley Hillbillies.16.99 

Biolorge . 

Black Hawk. 


Conspiracy. 

Corridor 7. 


Ihgate... 
-..jV. 

Descent. 

Desert Strike... 

Detroit. 

Dogfight. 


Doom Oatadlsk 1 or 2 or 3 or 4.... 


Lemmings 14 2. 

Lemmings 4 Oh No More.... 
s386Prii' 


Dragon's Lore.CD ROM 26.99 

Dragonsphere.CD ROM 27.99 -.„.. ... 

Dreamweb 3 5VCD ROM 26.99 Links 3B6 Pro Super VGA 

Dune.12.99 i:-.- 

Dune 2.12.99 

Dungeon Masler 2.26.99 

Elite 2 (Frontierj.CD ROM 27.99 

" ire Soccer'94.... 


Links Banff SpringsjSVGA) ... 

Links Castle Pines (SVGA). 

Links Fani’-" 


.CD ROM 19,99 

....3.5VCD ROM 27.99 

.29.99 


Across The Rhine.27.99 

Addiction 3 5'or CD ROM 22.99 

Aegis Guardian of the Fleet.CD ROM 32.99 

Air Bucks 1-.2.22.99 

Alien Breed.19.99 

Allen Legacy.26.99 


___ Empire Soccer '94 .22.99 

.CD ROM 32.99 Encarla 1994 (OEM).CD ROM 49.99 

"" Encarta1994 CD ROM 69.99 


Arcade Pool.3.57CD ROM 12.99 

Armored Fist.22.99 

.27.99 


ATP + East 4 West USA Scenery.CD ROM 56.99 

ATP Great Britain Scenery Disk.24.99 

ATP Hawaiian Odyssey Scenery Disk.16.99 

ATP Japan Scenery Disk.16 .99 

ATP New Facilities Locator.12.99 

ATP Scenery Disk 11 Detroit/Lake Huron.13.99 

ATP Scenery Disk 12 New York/MontrealAfalilax.13.99 

ATP Scenery Disk 9 Chicago/St Louis/Cincinnati.13.99 

ATP Western European Scenery Disk.16.99 

A Train.12.99 

Battledrome - Metal Tech.26.99 

Battle Isle 2.26,99 

Battle Isle 2.CD ROM 27.99 

Battles of Time.CO ROM 19.99 

Batllelech2.CO ROM 12.99 

Beauty 4 the Beast (OEM).CD ROM 14.99 

Beneath A Steel Sky.22.99 


.29.99 

;;:.".“.".“.'.l.si"^DH0M’27.'99 

oreacn ii. 19.99 

Breach 3.26,99 

Burntime.26.99 

Burning Rubber.19.99 

Buzz Aldrin's Race inlo Space.CD ROM 29.99 

B-Wing.13.99 

Campaign.CD ROM 29.99 

Castles Siege 4 Conquest.CD ROM 26.99 

Central Intelligence.CD ROM 26.99 

Championship Manager '94 Season Disk.. ^ "" 


,.,.19.99 


Chessmaster 4000 (Windows).22.99 

Civilisation 4 Railroad Tycoon.CD ROM 19.99 

Civilisation.3.5’/Windows 26.99 

Club Football.22.99 

Colonization - Civilisation 2.29.99 

Commanche Maximum Overkill.CD RDM 29.99 

Commanche Mission Disk 1 or 2.13.99 

Command Adventures Starship.19.99 

Companions ol Xanlh.3.57CD ROM 26,99 

.. .CD ROM 32.99 


Doom 2.29.99 

Doom 2 CD ROM 34,99 

Doom Add 0ns Wolldoom/Aliens.B.99 


Even More Incredible Machines.CD ROM 26.99 

Excellent Games - (Compilation).26.99 

Eye of the Beholder.3.57CD ROM 12.99 

Eye ol the Beholder 2.12.99 

FI 4 fleel Defender.3.57CD ROM 27.99 

F117A Stealthlighter2.0.3.57CD ROM 12.99 

Falcon Gold.CD ROM 29.99 

Fighter Wing.3.57CD ROM 32.99 

Fields Of Glory.27.99 

FIFA International Soccer.3.57CD ROM 26.99 

Fine Art (Windows).29.99 

Flight of the Intruder.8.99 

Flite Lite.16.99 

Flite Lite Plus.24,99 

Flight Sim 5 - East USA Scenery Disk.29.99 

Flight Sim 5 - Fast Action PAD.19.99 

Flight Sim 5 - Flight Adventure 825.12.99 

Flight Sim 5 - Grand Canyon Scenery.12.99 

Flight Sim 5 - Hawaii Scenery.12.99 

Flight Sim 5 - Italy Scenery.26.99 

Flight Sim 5 - New York Scenery Disk.13.99 

Flight Sim 5 - Paris Scenery Disk.13.99 

Flight Sim 5 - Real Weather Pilot.17.99 

Flight Sim 5 - San Francisco.19.99 

Flight Sim 5 - Tahiti Scenery.12,99 

Flight Sim 5 - Washington.19.99 

Flight Sim 5 - West USA Scenery Disk.29.99 

Flight Sim Toolkit.3.57CD ROM 29.99 

Flight Sim Toolkit Datadisk.12.99 

Flight Simulator 5.29.99 

Formula 1 Grand Prix.3.57CD ROM 12.99 

Formula One Grand Prix 2.27.99 

Formula 1 Grand Prix/D. Ledbetter's Golf.CD ROM 19.99 

Front Page Sports Baseball.26.99 

Front Page Sports Football 3.0.3,57C0 ROM 26.99 

Future Wars.10.99 

Gabriel Knight.CO ROM 27,99 

*. ' .. .CO ROM 17.99 


riel Knight. 

iriel Knight (OEM)... 


...12.99 


Cruise for a Corpse.3.57C0 ROM 12.99 

Cyberace.27.99 

Cyberia ..CD ROM 32.9? 


Day of the Tentacle.27,99 

Day ol the Tentacle.CO ROM 29,99 

Day ol the Tentacle OEM).CO ROM 19.99 

D Day Beginning ol the End.26,99 

D Day - Overlord.26.99 


.CD ROM 26.99 

.27.99 

.26,99 

... 3.5"A:D ROM 22.99 

.29.99 

.12.99 


Kevin Keegan s Player Manager 
Kick Off 3 
Kick Off 3. 


Doom Utilities 4 350 .CD ROM 17.99 


.19.99 

..CD ROM 22.99 

Kingdoms.CD ROM 26.99 

King's Quest 6.3.57CD ROM 29,99 

King’s Quest 6 (OEM).CD ROM 14,99 

King’s Quest 1 or 2 or 3 or 4.3.5'/CD ROM 12.99 

Kings Quest 1 to 5 Anthology.CD ROM 29.99 

Knights ol the Sky.12.99 

Lands of Lore.CD ROM 27.99 

Laser Squad (Enhanced) CD ROM 12.99 

Leisure Suit Larry 1 CD ROM 12.99 

Leisure Suit Larry 1,2 or 3.12.99 

Leisure Suit Larry 1 to 4 Compilation.CD ROM 29.99 

Leisure Suit Larry 6...27.99 


Links Firestone (SVGA). 

Links Innisbrook (SVGA). 

Links Mauna Kea ISVGAj. 

Links Pebble Beach [SVGA)... 

Links Pinehurst (SVGA). 

Links The Belfry (SVGa[. 

Links The Challenge ol Golf ... 
Lords ol Midnight... 


...16.99 

...16.99 

...16.00 


Mad Dog Macree [OEM)... 
Mad Dog Macree 2 . 


Man United Premier League Champions. 

Masler of Magic. 

Mechwarrior 2. 

Mega Race (OEM). 

Merlin. 

Metal 4 Lace. 

Metal Tech Earth Siege. 


.3.5'/CD ROM 12.99 
.3.5‘/CD ROM 22.99 

.29.99 

.3.57CD ROM 26.99 

.CD ROM 16.99 

.CD ROM 32.99 

.12.99 

.3.5-/CD ROM 19.99 

.29.99 

.26.99 

.CD ROM 16.99 

....6,99 


Microprose h Grand Prix. 

Microsoft Multimedia Beethoven... 

Microsoft Musical Instruments. 

Monkey Island 1. 

Monkey Island 2 VGA. 

Moonstone. 


.3.57CD ROM 26.99 

.CD ROM 27.99 

.19.99 

.CD ROM 12.99 

.12.99 

.CO ROM 29.99 

.CO ROM 29,99 

.12.99 

.23.99 

.20.99 


Myst. 

Newsweek 3. 

NFL 94. 

NFL Pro Leqgue Football. 

Nick Faldo’s Championship Golf. .. 
Omar Sharif's Bridge Champion ... 
On the Ball League Edition... 

■ ’ "1 World Cl ■ ” 


On the Ball World Cup Edition.... 
''•jt^ost^ 


...3.57C0 ROM 26.99 

.19,99 

.26.99 

.22.99 


Pacific Strike Speech Accessory Pack. .. 
Perfect General 2. 


Goal.12.99 

Golden 7 - (Compilation).CD ROM 29.99 

Graham Gooch’s World Class Cricket.22,99 

Grandest Fleet.27.99 

Gunship 2000/lslands 4 Ice.CO ROM 19.99 

Gunship 2000 (Scenery disk).17.99 

Gunship 2000.3.5/CD ROM 12.99 

Hannibal.19.99 

Harpoon I.3.5/CD ROM 12.99 

Harpoon II.27.99 

Heimdall2 3 5/CD ROM 26.99 

History Line (1914-1918).CD ROM 29.99 

Hokum KA-5D (Werewoll).26.99 

Hoyle’s Book of Games 1,2 or 3.10.99 

Incredible Machine 2.26.99 

Indy Car Racing..19.99 

Indy Car Track Pad 


PGA Tour Golf 2. 

PGA Tour Goll Plus. 

Pinball Dreams. 

Pinball Dreams 2 Data Disk.... 
Pinball Dreams Deluxe. 


.13.99 

.27,99 

.27.99 

.12,99 

.25.99 

.13.99 

...CD ROM 25.99 


Pinball Magic.7.99 


...27.99 


Inferno.CD ROM 31.99 

International Open Tennis.CD ROM 27.99 

Ishar 3.26.99 

Isle of the Dead.3.57CD ROM 12.99 

Jack Nicklaus’ Unlimited Golf 4 Course Design CD ROM .12.99 

Jack the Ripper.3.57CD ROM 27.99 

Jazz Jack Flabbit.22.99 

Jets.CD ROM 33.99 

Jetsons vs Flintslones.19.99 

Jurassic Park.22.99 

Jutland (OEM.CD ROM 16.99 


II Magic. 

_Fooiball. 

Police Quest 1. 

Police Quest 1 or 2 or 3. 

Police Quest 4. 

Powerslide. 

Pov/er Tactics. 

Premier Manager 2. 

Privateer. 

Privateer Speech Accessory Pack.... 

Privateer Righteous Fire. 

Quest lor GLory 4. 

Railroad Tycoon. 

Railroad Tycoon Deluxe. 

Rampart. 

Raptor. 

Reach for the Skies. 

Rebel Assault. 

Red Baron. 


....3.57CDR0M 26.99 

.CD ROM 12.99 

.,.,3,57CD ROM 12.99 

.CD ROM 27.99 

.CO ROM 26.99 

.22.99 

...7.99 


...CD ROM 26.99 

.13.99 

.13.99 

.25.99 

...CD ROM 13,99 

.26.99 

...9.99 


Red ShiH. 

Return to Ringworld. 

Rings ol Medusa Gold,.., 


.22.99 

.12.99 

...CD ROM 29.99 
...CD ROM 27.99 

.26.99 

...CD ROM 44.99 
...CD ROM 29.99 

.19,99 

.25.99 


Rise ol the Robots. 

Rise of the Triads. 

Robinson's Requiem. 

Rugby League Manager. 

Ryder Cup. 

Saga of Aces (Compilation)... 

Sam 4 Max Hit the Road. 

Sam 4 Max Hit the Road. 

Sensible Soccer. 

Sensible Soccer International 


...CO ROM 29.99 

.27.99 

.26.99 

.16.99 

...CD ROM 26.99 
...CD ROM 29.99 

.27.99 

...CD ROM 29.99 

.14,99 

.13.99 


Silent Service 2. 

Sim City 2000 (Dos or Windows)... 
Sim City 2000 Scenario - Vol 1. 

Sim City. 

Sim City Deluxe. 

Sim City/Lemmings. 


.26.99 

12 99 

,..,3.5/CD ROM 12.99 

.26.99 

.12.99 

.CD ROM 29.99 

.22.99 

.19.99 


Sim City/Populous.19.99 

Sim Classics Compilation (City, Life 4 Ant).27.99 

Simon the Sorcerer.S.S’AID ROM 26.99 

Soace Simulator.29.99 

Soccer Kid.3,5-/CD ROM 19.99 

Soup Trek (The Search lor Slock).19.99 

Space Ace.CD ROM 26.99 

Space Federation.22.99 

Space Hulk.CD ROM 32.99 

Space Legends.22.99 

Space Quest 1.3.57CD ROM 12.99 

Space Quest 1 or 2 or 3.3.57CD ROM 12.99 

Space Quest 1 to 6 Anthology.CD ROM 29.99 

Spaceship Warlock.CD ROM 29.99 

Speedball2.8.99 

SSN-21 Sea Wolf.29.99 

SSN-21 Sea Wolf.CO ROM 32,99 

Star Control Compendium.CD ROM 27.99 

Star Crusader.3.57CD ROM 26.99 

Star Reach.26.99 

Star Trek 25th Anniversary.24.99 

Star Trek 25th Anniversary.CD ROM 32.99 

Star Trek 2 - Judgement Rites.3.5/CD ROM 26.99 

Star Trek Starlleet Academy.29.99 

Star Trek The Next Generation.CD ROM 31.99 

Slonekeep.CD ROM 32.99 

Streeltighler 2 12.99 

Strike Commander.CO ROM 32.99 

Strike Commander.26.99 

Strike Commander Speech Pack.13.99 

S. U.B.22.99 

Subwar 2050 4 Scenery.CD ROM 27.99 

Superfrog.19.99 

Superhero - League of Hoboken.3.57CD ROM 26.99 

Syndicate.26.99 

Syndicate Data Disk.13.99 

Syndicate Plus.CD ROM 32.99 

System Shock.27.99 

System Shock (Enhanced).CD ROM 32.99 

T. F.X.CD ROM 29.99 

T.F.X. (OEM).CD ROM 19.99 

T.F.X.27,99 

Tactical Manager English or Italian or Scottish.22.99 

Terminator Rampage.CD ROM 26.99 

The Crystal Maze.26.99 

The Greatest.14.99 

The Horde.CD ROM 27.99 

Theme Park.3.5-yCD ROM 27.99 

The Psychotron.CD ROM 32.99 

Tie Fighter .27.99 

Tom Landry Strategy Football (Deluxe Edition).19.99 

Tornado 4 Desert Storm.9.99 

Tornado 4 Desert Storm.CD ROM 9.99 

Traps N Treasures.19.99 

UFO Enemy Unknown.3.57CD ROM 27.99 

Ultima 7 Complete.CD ROM 32.99 

Ultima 8 (Lost Vale).14.99 

Ultima 8- Pagan.29.99 

Ultima 8- Pagan.CD ROM 34.99 

Ultima 8 (Speech accessory pack).13.99 

Ultima Vll (The Black Gale).12.99 

Ultima VII The Serpent Isle).25.99 

Ultima Vll (Silver Seed).13.99 

Ultima Trilogy 2.26.49 

Ultima Underworld.12.99 

Ultima Underworld 14 2.CD ROM 26.99 

Ultima Underworld 2.26.99 

Ultima Underworld 4 Wing Commander 2.CD ROM 29.99 

Ultimate Football (American).CD ROM 27.99 

Ultimate Pinball Quest.19.99 

Under a Killing Moon.CD ROM 39.99 

Universe.3,5’/C0 ROM 26.99 

Veil of Darkness.24.99 

Virtuoso.CD ROM 26.99 

Voyeur.CD ROM 27.99 

Walls ol Rome CD ROM 12.99 

War Game Construction Kit II Tanks.26.99 

Wild Blue Yonder.CD ROM 31.99 

Wing Commander.12.99 

Wing Commander I Special Ops 142.16.99 

Wing Commander II Deluxe.CD ROM 32.99 

Wing Commander II Special Ops 1 or 2.9.99 

Wing Commander II + Speech Pack.26.99 

Wings ol Glory.29.99 

Wings ol Glory.CD ROM 32.99 

Wizardry 5/6/7 Compilation .27.99 

Wolfenslein 30.13.99 

World Cup USA 1994 22 99 

World Cup Year ’94.3.5”/CD ROM 22.99 

World War 2.12.99 

Xlth Hour - 7th Guest 2.CD ROM 39.99 

XWing. .27.99 

X Wing Imperial Pursuit Mission Disk.13.99 

Zool2.3.57CD ROM 22.99 


JOYSTICKS & ACCESSORIES 


3 Button Serial Mouse.9.99 

CH Flilestick.29.99 

CHFlilestickPro.59.99 

Disk Box (100 Capacity).7.99 

Disk Box (80 Capacily).6.99 

Disk Box (50 Capacity).5.99 

Disk Box (40 Capacity).4.99 

Disk Box (10 Capacity’ 


Gravis Analog Joystick.29.99 

Gravis Analog Pro Joystick.39.99 

Gravis Dual Eliminator PC Game Port.24.99 

Gravis PC Gamepad.19.99 

Gravis Ultrasound 16 Bit Card V3.73.169.99 

Gravis Ultrasound CDRom Interface.34.99 

Manhattan Glass 14‘ Monitor Filter.12.99 

Manhattan Nylon 14‘ Monitor Filler.9.99 

Mousemat.1.99 

Panasonic CR562 Kit.139.99 

Panasonic CR562 Pro.149.99 

QuickjoyM5SV201.15.99 

QuickjoyM6SV202.11.99 

QuickioyTopstarSV227.29.99 

Sailek Megagrip III MX230 Analog.12.99 

Saitek Megastick III MX130 Digital.8.99 

Soundblaster 16 Value SB-2770.89.99 

Soundblaster Pro Value SB-1600.79.99 

Soundblaster V2 Value SB-0100.64.99 

SS-50 Speakers (8 Walt RMS Built In).34.99 

Suncom Analog Edge.16.99 

Suncom Analog Extra.19.99 

Suncom Command Control Pad.13,99 

Suncom Dual Joystick Adaptor.6.99 

Suncom Flitemax.27.99 

Suncom FX2000 (Left 4 Right Handed).19,99 

Suncom Gameport 2000 Dual Port Card.16.99 

Suncom G-Force Yoke.49.99 


SPECIAL OFFERS 


Alone in the Dark * Jack in the Dark.CD ROM 16.99 

B-17/Silenl Service 2.CO ROM 16,99 

Batman Returns.9.99 

Championship Manager '93.12.99 

Chessmaster 3000.14.99 

Chessmaster 3000.CD ROM 22.99 


Dagger olAmon RA.16.99 

Dogfight.12.99 

Eight Ball Deluxe Pinball.16.99 

Encarla 1991 (OEM).CD ROM 49,99 

FI 5 Strike Eagle 3.3.57CSD ROM 12.99 

Freddy Pharkas Frontier Pharmacist.16.99 

Gabriel Knight (OEM).CD ROM 17.99 

Jack Nicklaus’ Courses (Pebble Beach etc).7.99 

Jack Nicklaus’ Courses (St Andrews etc).7.99 

Kings Quest 5. 12.99 

Laser Squad.... 9.99 

Lemmings 2 (The Tribes),... 16.99 

Lost in Time (Paris 1 4 2). 16.99 

Mad Dog Macree (OEM) CD ROM 16.99 

Pirate’s Gold.... 16.99 

Premier Manager 2 7,99 

Red Baron 


Red Baron Datadisk... 


.9.99 


Sid 4 Al’s Incredible Toons.16,99 

The Journeyman Project.CD ROM 16.99 

The Shadow of Yserbius.9.99 

Vikings.9.99 

Wing Commander (OEM).5.99 

World Class Rugby (Five Nations) 9.99 

Xmas Lemmings 9.99 

Zool. . 9.99 


EDUCATIONAL 


A Christmas Carol (8 -f).13.99 

ADI English (11-12) Or (12-13) Or (13-14).17.99 

ADI French (11-12) Or (12-13) Or (13-14).17.99 

ADI GCSE Maths or English or French 22.99 

ADI Maths (11 -12) Or (12-13) Or (13-14).17.99 

Bailey’s Book House (2-6). 22.99 

Better Maths (12-16 years). 11.99 

Better Spelling (8+). 11.99 

Biology (12-16 years).13.99 

Chemistry (12-16 years).13.99 

Cave Maze (8-13 Years).10.99 

Dinosaur Adventure.19.99 

Fraction Goblins (8-13 Years).10.99 

Fun School 4 (4-5) or (5-7) or (7 -f).16.99 

Fun School Merlins Maths.17.99 

Fun School Paint & Create.17.99 

Fun School Spelling Fair.17.99 

Junior Typist.13.99 

Kid Desk.Windows 22.99 

Magic Maths (4-8 years).13.99 

Maths Mania (8-12 years).13.99 

Maths Dragons (5-12 Years).10.99 

Merlin’s Maths (5-13).17.99 

Millie’s Maths House (2-6).DOS/Windows 22.99 

Mutanoid Maths Challenge (7 -f).13.99 

Mutanoid Word Challenge (7+).13.99 

Noddy’s Big Adventure (3-7 years).19.99 

Noddy’s Playtime (3-7 years).16.99 

Panorama CD Education Collection.27.99 

Physics (12-16 years).13.99 

Picture Fractions (7-10 Years).10.99 

Reasoning With Trolls (5-12 years).10.99 

Robin Hood (8+).13.99 

Swamp Gas ’i/isits Europe (Geography) ...Windows 22.99 

The Three Bears (5-10 years).13.99 

The Wizard of OZ (6 -f).13.99 

Thinking Things (4-8).DOS/Windows 22.99 

Tidy The House (5-9 Years).10.99 

Wind in the Willows (6+).13.99 


3.5 BLANK DISKS 


TDK/VERBATIM PRECISION 

(BOXED IN TENS) (BOXED IN TENS) UNBRANDED 

LOW HIGH LOW HIGH LOW HIGH 


10. 

.7.99 

9.99 

6.49 

7.99 

5.99 

6.99 

20. 

.14.50 

19.50 

11.99 

15,50- 

10.99 

13.99 

50. 

.35.00 

47,50 

26.00 

37.50 

23.99 

32.99 

100..., 

.65,00 

95.00 

49.99 

72.99 

44.99 

62.99 

200..., 

.125.00 

190.00 

94.99 

141.99 

83.99 

121.99 

500..., 

.300.00 

470.00 

219,99 

350.00 

199.99 

287.50 

1000.. 

.580.00 

930.00 

419.99 

680.00 

369.99 

580,00 



RECYCLED DS/DD LOW 



10x,„. 

...,4.50 20x. 

8.50 30x.12,' 

00..40X. 

...15.00 

50x.,.. 

..17.50 60x.21.00 70x.24. 

50..80X. 

...28.00 

90x.... 

..31.50 

100X....35.00 
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UNDER DEVELOPMENT ■ GAMES ARENA 



In between campaigns you return to base to 
talk to colleagues and generally recuperate 


Map shows the location of everything including 
enemy craft and the mission requirements 



Some missions involve rescuing prisoners 
from installations you’ve just destroyed 


Andy Shaw takes a long trip 
to the year 2396, via Astos 
Productions in Manchester 
to witness the conning of 
Gremlin’s latest challenge 





D 


1 



GS 


[rn 


RETRIBUTION 


I T’S the far future and mankind is on 
the verge of destroying itself in a war 
that nobody can win. Then along 
come a race of aliens called the Krellans 
who by sharing their superior technology 
and medicine with the people of Earth 
bring a period of peace to the world. 
Everything looks rosy until it’s realised 
that they’re actually just propagating 
humankind for food. Something has to be 
done. 

This is the premise behind Gremlin’s 
latest game, Retribution. Following their 
change from Gremlin Graphics to the new 
and up-to-date Gremlin Interactive, gone 
are the days of platformers and in comes 
the heady potential of CD-Rom and the 
market of the serious player. 

The game is a 3-D first person perspec¬ 
tive flight and fight type thing in the style 
of Comanche, but with plenty of puzzle 
elements and strategy in there too. You 
control either a low-level fighter jet or a 
land-based, all-terrain vehicle, needing to 
complete 50 missions across 12 different 
planetoid locations. 

One of the most interesting develop¬ 
ments made in the technology is that the 
landscape actually changes throughout. 
Not only will installations destroyed in 
earlier missions reappear as ruins in later 
missions over the same location, but each 
campaign - consisting of around four mis¬ 
sions each - has a special effect to reward 
the player for its completion. 

This varies from campaign to cam¬ 
paign, but my particular favourites include 
a dam which floods low ground when you 


blow it up, and a planet that terraforms as 
you watch. It’s also sensitive to lighting 
and time so there are some really spectacu¬ 
lar looking special effects 

The game is very plot based and has 
obviously been painstakingly worked out. 
Each campaign is the result of causes and 
effects from previous campaigns and the 
war against the Krellans that is going on 
beyond the game. This is put across well 
by the mission objectives and the briefings 
and conversations you have between mis¬ 
sions and campaigns. 

Retribution is looking both slick and 
fast. Control is handled via the mouse, 
with the left button firing lasers and the 


right letting off precious missiles. The lat¬ 
ter need to be conserved for particularly 
difficult enemies and land installations, 
which is where part of the strategy comes 
in. Weapons conservation is of paramount 
importance and should be at the forefront 
of your mind while playing. 

The puzzle element usually comes in 
towards the end of campaigns, when sim¬ 
ply carrying out the objectives of the mis¬ 
sion is not enough. There is often some¬ 
thing else that needs to be done that might 
disable impenetrable defences or generally 
make the final conflict a lot easier. 

At this point, the game is very close to 
completion. All that’s lacking is internal 


sound, cut sequences and speech for 
the CD-Rom version. These are being 
developed in house by Gremlin and have 
largely been finished but just need putting 
together. 

Retribution should make an interesting 
pastime for those who like their shoot- 
’em-ups to have a little more than simply 
pumping things with bullets and the like, 
especially on CD-Rom with the added 
speech and animations. 

The floppy version will contain fewer 
missions but maintains all the gameplay. 
Watch out for it in November for £39.99. 
Contact can be made with Gremlin 
Interactive on 0742 753423. LUJ 



Slam the brakes on and the 
enemy shoots past into your 
sights. Eat lasers and all that 
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Arriving At A Screen Near You 







'• Dr. T s Stng-A-Long 
K Childrens Classics 


Fdr French (ft Spanish 


^ M It s the breakthrough between MultiMedia and 
wf aJb Classic Childrens Songs for the ultimate in Kids 
Entertainment. 26 Classic Childrens Nursey 
^ * Songs are beautifully brought to life, each song is 

accompanied by an animated story with it's own cast of 
characters. With a master of ceromonies and curtains that open and close 
it IS an adventure into the world of music, and your child is the Star, singing 
along as cartoon characters perform to the Music. 

Available 3.5" and CD-ROM £29 95 

Dr. Ts Music Software ■fn&n + \/AT 


Foreign Language Learning as you ve never seen it before! 

Now you can actually watch Native Speakers as you learn to Speak, Read 

and Write in French or Spanish. It is the closest you can get to France or p 

Spain without ever leaving home! All aspects are covered, in 30 intensely 

interactive chapters. There are thousands of digitised recordings, and full 

motion QuickTime movies introduce the scene and dialogue of the ^ i M 

chapter. Use a microphone to record and compare your voice for the exact - ’ 

pronunciation. 


Fitness Partner 


Extensive cultural notes in each 
chapter and a 150 page free 
workbook make this the most 
complete course available. 
Available CD-ROM 
HyperGlot Software 
Company 


A revolution in Video Exercise. Using Full Motion colour video - 
as on a traditional VCR - the difference is in the Exercises. 

After programming your details, a suggested routine will appear - then you change it to 
your needs. You want to do 10 slow press-ups not 5 quick sit-ups? -You can change it. 
Over 75 exercises are included - don’t understand any of them? Stop and say so and 
have a full tutorial. 

It’s your personal coach and on your PC, combining the experience of professional 
trainers with the convenience of home exercise! 




Gus Goes To CyberTown 

Join Gus, the Hippest most Loveable Dog ever Created for an 
Exciting Learning Experience in CyberTown. Search for the 
Elusive Cyberbuds, three of the most original and intriguing 
friends Your Kids will ever Love. In a magical town - venture in to 
the Petshop, Toy Store and the Time 
Travel Park among others each of which 
take fun and learning to the next level. Full 
Motion Videos. Photo CD Images, Virtual 
Reality, Games and learn about History, 

Animals and so much more. It’s a learning 
experience your children will love forever. 

Available CD-ROM on Mac or PC 


QT 














Bodyworks 3»0 


UFO 


For anyone who has more than just a sneaking suspicion 
that the Earth plays host to other life forms, UFO provides 
evidence of extraterrestrial phenomenon. Including 1200 
photographed sightings, full motion video and audio. 
Search for specific sightings and UFO events - including 
contact and abduction reports! A valuable research tool for 
amateur and expert skywatchers - it’s this planets most 
complete guide to Close Encounters. 


Available on 3.5” disk 
and CD-ROM 

Software Marketing Corporation 


£34.95^ 

+P&P + VAT 


CC ROM 

£44.95^ 

+P&P + VAT ^ 


Millions of years ago, Dinosaurs ruled the Earth. Learn about beasts from the Triassic, Jurassic and 
Cretaceous periods - their life span, habits and diet and with 3D animations and curiosity learning 
screens the primeval world is brought to life! Created in co-operation with the Smithsonian Institution - 
the National Museum of Natural History the wealth of Knowledge is monstrous! 


Available Mac or PC on 3.5” disk or Mac and PC for the CD-ROM 
Software Marketing Corporation 


Do you Know.Why the Flexor 

Pollicis Brevis Muscle is so 
important? What Oxyhaemogl^in 
is and why we useJt? find 
the^nswers in the I 
Bodyworks from The S 
MarWr^ Corporation. Exg _ 
bodyis-systems, structures 

in detail wfth colourful, f 
romprehensfve 3-i) Computer 
S^mphics guiding you on a journey 
through the body. With it’s vast 
database, Bodyworks 3.0 C0-R6M 
lets you study specific areas from 
head to tQ£, down to the most 
eteborate ceil level detail. State of 
the art'animatiDn’s bring the intri¬ 
cate functions of the body to iie 
with 3JD rotations of the body, 
video, and nujch, much mure. 


' ■ AvaHabte 3:5** and CD-TOM 
for the PC for the 

Apple 

Soffwm: ~-- 
M&keiting 
Corpomtion 


Dinosaur Museum 



Blast into the year 2094 where we are men- 
aced by a mutated virus - SuperBugs. It's 
wiping out the Human Race and medical 
research can do nothing; until a plan to shrink 
a fighter plane to the size of a pinhead, and 
inject it in to the body of a patient ravaged 
A by SuperBugs, is put into action - and you 

volunteer. Mission; Search & Destroy. 
Armed with the extensive knowledge you 
are taught about the human anatomy 
before your mission - and your 
supercharged anti-body warheads - you 
^ must annihilate any and all SuperBugs. With dazzling 

graphics, detailed training systems and amazing cinematic sequences, not only 
will you receive a Doctor-Hero’s commendation, but you will save millions 
of lives. If you fail....sorry, failure is not an option...because this is more mmrn\ 
than just a game. This is life! 


Cktmputerwdrl^ 


Computers have changed the world, 
revolutionising the way we live, work and «r ^ 
play. Now you can explore the world of g 
— ; microchips and megabytes m 

^ on your own computer. You M J 
may have been using a PC JM ^ | 

I^W ‘r for years - and taken it M 

ISM I- completely for granted, 

M now ComputerWorks can 
4* be your high-tech tour ^ ^ • 

_ guide! Have fun as you 
wB learn about the inner 
|V " workings of CD-ROM, 
m monitors, printers, hard 
V ' drives and software. Study 
■ comprehensive information and 

I colourful graphics on any topic - and on a 


Available PC CD-ROM 
Software Marketing Corporation 


Although the last bugle sounded well over 100 years ago, no other 

conflict in America’s history continues to intrigue quite like the Civil f Man Aj 

War. Here the story is not just re-told , but re-enacted. With AVI W mm 

dramatically realistic video clips, 1200 photo's - each with full 

digital sound - you would be forgiven for thinking you were back 

to a time and place where a country fought with itself, state fought 

state and brother killed brother. Search the databases by any attribute - Date, Name, 

Event, Invasion, Retreat, Artillery, Cavalry and dozens more! With over 2300 fascinating 

historical facts, put the detail to the vivid images of a nation divided. 

Available PC CD-ROM Software Marketing Corporation 


Available PC 3.5" disk and CD-ROM 
Software Marketing Corporation 


Auto Works 


If you've ever looked under the bonnet at an engine and wondered what m 
makes it go....then you need AutoWorks - Key to the Mechanical Mystery. ^ 

It's all covered in detail, from pistons and plugs to belts and brakes. 
Transmissions, suspensions, braking and other systems can be studied 
up close and in action through motion diagrams and : 

animations. Fact-filled textual information describes colourful, detailed 
graphics and explains even the most complex automotive components.^^^5| 
In-depth historical overview details the evolution of the automobile. 

Under the t>onnet and down to the wheels. AutoWorks shows why every car is a 
masterpeice of engineering. 

Available PC 3.5’ disks £39-95 

SofWrare Marketing Corporation ^ 


The Software Centre, East Way, Lee Mill Industrial Estate, 
Ivybridge, Plymouth, PL2I 9PE. 

FREE HOTLINE SUPPORT 
Telephone 0752 895100 Fax 0752 894833 


sivno PP17 














Are you doomed to fail in the quest to 
conquer John Romero? Darren Allan 
presents a few thoughts on how best 
to deal with this monster of a game 




H ell on Earth. It certainly isn’t a walk in the 
park, that’s for sure. But fear not, or 
something, if you are having trouble with 
this particular beast, hopefully this 
troubleshooting guide will be of some help. Maybe 
not as much help as a tri-barrelled repeating 
rocket launcher would be, but you’ve got to start 
somewhere. 

To say that Doom II is harder than its 
predecessor would be like saying that Big Arnie is 
harder than that bloke off the Mr. Muscle advert - 


somewhat obvious. Things get tough after the 
first few levels, and there are 30 to plough 
through. They are bigger, harder and packed with 
ail sorts of fiendish traps and monsters. And all 
you have in the way of extra firepower is a double 
barrelled shotgun. 

However, we Doom players are not whingers as 
a rule. So stick it on Ultraviolence, and prepare 
yourself for some carnage which, on the later 
levels, makes the Texas chainsaw massacre look 
like a three-year-old’s birthday party. 


IT’S most important to save the game regu¬ 
larly, and I mean regularly. Save at the start 
of a level, and then use the various other 
slots throughout, so if you make a bit of a 
mess of things you can always go back and 
start again, wiser through experience. 
Saving frequently is, quite simply, a must. 

One of the main things that makes 
Doom II harder is ammo. You’ve got to be 
very careful with your resources, and spray¬ 
ing bullets around will get you into deep 
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This is the secret room on level 6, 
The Crusher, with tons of goodies 
in it, including a backpack and 
megasphere. Take a running jump! 


trouble at certain stages. Ammo manage¬ 
ment is pretty boring - true - but it’s also 
essential. 

It may seem a daft point to make, but 
don’t pick up ammo when you don’t need 
it. If you have 47 shotgun shells on a stan¬ 
dard pack, don’t pick up a box full, because 
it’s a total waste. Remember where it is and 
return to collect it when you need it. I have 
seen people automatically picking up 
absolutely everything as they go along, as a 
matter of routine. 

Try and get a backpack as early as possi¬ 
ble, because the more you can stock up ear¬ 
lier on, the better. There is a backpack in a 
secret room on level 6, The Crusher, which 
is also stocked with plenty of other goodies. 
It’s located in the top left hand corner of the 
level - see the screenshot for specific details. 

Which weapon to use in various situa¬ 
tions also has a bearing on how long your 
ammo lasts. The chaingun, for instance, is 


“The chaingun is 
best used ciose up” 


best used when close up, the single bar¬ 
relled shotgun for sniping, and the double 
barrelled for serious crowd control. 

Plasma and rockets should be saved for 
the real nasty monsters, and deadly situa¬ 
tions. Even the humble chainsaw can be 
extremely useful in the right place - up 
some monster’s backside, for instance. 

The chaingun is especially effective close 
up against Cacodemons, because you can 


DOOMBUSTERS 

If you have any hints, tips or 
cheats for Doom II, send 
them in to the usual 
address. Level designs are 
also welcome - the more 
imaginative the better. You 
may see your name in lights, 
in the mag or on the CD. 






WHEREAS there is only one new weapon in 
Doom II, there is no lack of addition on the 
monster front. And the new guys, quite 
frankly, make the Baron of Hell look about as 
scary as Ronnie Corbett. There are preferred 


methods of dealing with them, although 
obviously how to deal with a particular nasty 
can vary from situation to situation. 

Generally, shooting them works best, but 
how and with what? 


Chaingun Dude 

NASTIER than the shotgun wielding 
sergeant, this guy can chew you up from 
range, so be careful. He is best taken out 
with a single blast from the double bar¬ 
relled shotgun, at reasonably close range. 

Wade on in and blow him away - he’s not that tough. 




Hell Knight 

NOT nearly as hard as his dad, the 
knight isn’t really any different, aside from a 
pallid complexion and a weaker chin. Not 
that he is a pushover, however. This is a job 
for the plasma gun, or the double barrelled 
shotgun if you are feeling brave. Either way, a 
prudent amount of dodging will be necessary, especially in a 
confined space. 



Pain Elemental 

NOW this is one bad ass - a new, 
improved Cacodemon, which spits lost 
souls. It’s not pleasant at all. This particu¬ 
lar chap needs to be dealt with immedi¬ 
ately, or before you know it you’ll be overrun by flaming 
skulls, and it will just keep churning out more and more. Kill 
it on appearance with rockets. Although the 
chaingun can be used, it’s best not to mess around 
at all. When the Elemental dies, don’t be too close - you prob¬ 
ably won’t be anyway - because he explodes into 
more lost souls, which might well cause you considerable 
damage. 



Revenant 

ALL RIGHT. We saw some sights in Doom, 
but an eight-foot skeleton with shoulder 
mounted twin, heat-seeking rocket launch¬ 
ers wasn’t one of them. Well, you have to 
deal with this particular creation now, and 
fun it ain’t. 

The real sod about these chaps is that, while at times their 
rockets won’t track you all that well, at other times a rocket 
will practically turn 180 degrees to smash you in the face, with 
rather devastating results. 

Fighting the Revenant out in open areas could be 
described as a bad idea, because those rockets become very 
difficult to avoid. You need some buildings to hide behind, or 
even better a window to snipe from. 

Two rockets will put one of these fellows down, and this is 
generally the best policy to go by. With care the double bar¬ 
relled shotgun can kill them off fairly quickly, but it isn’t 
always wise to try, especially if there is more than one. 



Mancubus 

THIS lumbering great hulk can cause 
real problems, because the fiery jets 
that spew forth from the end of his 
arms are tricky to dodge. They don’t 
fly straight at you, and players’ nat¬ 
ural tendency to sidestep when fired on can lead to stepping 
into the flames - which isn’t good news. 

As with the Revenant you really need some corner to hide 
behind, popping out, letting a rocket fly and then ducking 
back. Three rockets will do the job, although a couple of good 
strafes with the plasma gun can be equally as successful. Just 
be very careful to watch where he’s firing, and don’t get too 
close. Not getting too close seems to be a theme with this new 
assortment. 


Arachnotron 

ANOTHER offspring from a mon¬ 
ster of the original, and another 
nightmare on legs - quite a few 
legs. Instead of his bigger, chain¬ 
gun wielding father, this beast fires a high-speed stream of 
yellow plasma bolts, which is every bit as dangerous. 
Fortunately, he doesn’t posses the stamina of his parent, and 
can be taken out with the chaingun. Like Cacodemons, if you 
keep riddling him with bullets he won’t be able to return fire. 

Be careful approaching him, however, because if he does 
start to vent plasma the consequences are likely to be deadly. 
A stealthy, quick approach, and then a chaingun in the face is 
the ideal tactic. 


The Arch-Vlle 

NOW then, now then, now then. This one’s 
a bit tricky. As soon as the Arch-Vile spots 
you, he will bring down hellfire, which isn’t 
good for your health. You get a two to three 
second warning - flames will appear on the 
screen - and then you get zapped with the force of a BEG 
blast, and quite possibly picked up and thrown back quite a 
way for good measure. 

You may survive one blast. You won’t survive two. The 
best advice I can give is to keep moving, and don’t panic. Use 
either the plasma gun or the BEG. The BEG might be consid¬ 
ered the safer method, because you only need one shot to do 
the job, the trouble being that this shot has to be accurate - 
otherwise the proverbial will hit the fan. 

Two full strafes with the plasma gun should also do the 
trick - let rip with one, leg it behind a convenient corner so he 
can’t bring the hellfire down, and then finish him off. 

Neither way is particularly easier than the other, and the 
Arch-Vile is going to cause you some degree of trouble. One 
cliche is assured here, however - to panic is to die. 
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Revenants aren’t easy to tackle - even There’s another one right outside - so use 

if you have some cover to hand your rockets and dodge back behind the door 


stick it directly in their faces, riddling them 
with bullets and preventing them from spit¬ 
ting lightning. 

Equally deadly is the double barrelled 
shotgun, because you only need three or 
four clean hits, but any lack of speed and 
accuracy will be punished with a lightning 
bolt in the face. 

Carnage 

STANDARD troopers and sergeants are 
best dealt with using the trusty old shotgun, 
unless they are in big groups. In this case 
the double barrelled can take out four, 
maybe even five in one blast, which makes 
for a pretty high carnage factor. 

Similarly, demons and spectres should 
be blown away with the double barrelled - a 
single blast suffices, which is far more eco¬ 
nomical than in the old days. Oh yes, I 
remember when you had to use three shells, 
and it took twice as long, and you could get 
a loaf of bread for tuppence. 

If you can get them in a corridor or 
doorway, however, they are great chainsaw 


fodder, which saves on the ammo front. 
Just hold the saw steady and let them run 
on to it - you might lose the odd percent of 
health, but not much. So look for confined 
spaces where you can pull this trick as often 
as possible. 033 


“...any lack of speed and 
accuracy will be punished” 



Level 8 - Tricks and Traps. Trigger the Beware. Upon collecting the red key, 

monsters off and let them fight, run in, more than a couple of Cacodemons are 

collect the invulnerability and grab the key going to pay a flying visit 


[?®[iDra[DDra@ ®[a[i mu® 




Level 10, the Refuelling Base. There is a 
secret corridor with a powersphere at the end 


Hit this panel on the wall, and hey 
presto, a huge section of wall lifts up 


I ' HEALTH • 


Go down the slime tunnel, but 
watch out for the sergeants 


92 
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GAMETEK 


GAMETEK (UK) LIMITED, 5 Bath Road, Slough, Berks, SL1 3UA 


Distributed by 


FOR IBM PC AND JBM PC CD-ROM 


TAKE’^ 

INTERACTIVE SOrTWARE 




COULD 


T THAT’S 




The GoTene Empire is at war with the Alien Alliance. The ally you choose and 
the battle stfategy you devise will determine who controls the Ascalon Rift. 

Choose your ally from either o-f opposing sides. Fly eleven different ships 
loaded with weaponry. Depart for over 100 varying missions. Then switch 
’sides for unparalleled replayability. 

Plot strategies, orchestrate battles, fly stealth missions, and conquer 
territories, with full combat inside nebulas and asteroid fields. 

' * Riveting hyper-realistic 3-D graphics, with fully texture-mapped 

ship.s*. on-the fly translucency. Gouraud and Phong shading, 
anci cinernatic multimedia videos. 

■iir Driving music, searing sound effects and. on the 
-CD-ROM version, fully digitized speech delivered by 









Whether your interest in the PC involves big business, small 

or home office (SOHO) or leisure computing, this major new 

event has been designed with you in mind. 

PC North wilJ bring you: 

• The latest breaWhroughs in PC technology 

• Exhibits by the largest names in the industry 

• An opportunity to purchase products at substantially 
reduced prices 

• The chance to try out a vast range of new products 
before you buy 

• An event of comparable importance to any IT 
showcase in London - but right here on your doorstep 

Save 20% on ticket price, call the hotline now 

061-480 6854 or Fax 061-480 6874 


DISCOUNT tlCKET coupon'! 


FREE PRIZE DR/>WVWITH THIS COUPON 

£500 WORTH OF CD ROMS 



Name 


Address 


RDStcode 


PLEASE SEND ME: 


I I £15 Family Ticket/s - 
I_I £12 with coupon (Admits 


□ 


□ 


2 Adults and 2 Children) 

£7.50 Adult Ticket/s - 

£6 with coupon 

£3.75 Child (U16) Ticket/s- 

£3 with coupon 


□ I enclose my cheque for £_ 

(payable to 'PC North') 

□ I wish to pay by credit card; 

□ Access □ Visa □ AMEX 

Qoinere Qswitch | , | 

Number 


Expiry Date 


Signature 


Completed coupon should be sent to: PC North, Freepost SKI 670, Stockport, 
Cheshire SKI 4YB (No postage payable in UK) Tel: 061-4806854 Fax: 061-4806874 

CDN11 
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IT WAS show time again as 
the PC HOME team removed 
themselves en masse from 
the office and transported 
down to the Business Design 
Centre in London for a few 
days of merry meetings and 
early nights - honest. 

There was plenty going on 
this year, so space dictates 
that we have to dive straight 
in and find out what the 
games companies have been 
spending their time on over 
the past six months or so. 


P INBALL is still the order of the day 
at 21 st Century, with the third 
instalment of their tabletop series 
due for November, Pinball Illusions. This 
should be the ultimate in pinball simula¬ 
tions, with all the features you find on any 
decent table in an arcade or pub. 

The most notable is the multiball capa¬ 
bility which manages to maintain all the 
smoothness and proper physics of 
Fantasies while your screen explodes into a 
mass of little metal balls. 

Harlan Ellison’s I Have No Mouth and 
I Must Scream was being shown on the 
Cyberdreams stand, though don’t 
expect to see anything of this graphic 
adventure until early ’95. 

The scenes we saw, however, looked 
splendid in SVGA, and the whole game 
was suitably gory. We expect this is the 
only graphic adventure in which you can 
carry around the corpse of a relative in the 
hope that it may be of some use later in the 
game. 

The Giger-influenced Dark Seed II is 
also under development, as is Hunters of 
Ralk, being developed by the grandpappy 



US Gold’s Dominus is a mix 
of role playing strategy and 
hand-to-hand combat 



The PC HOME team report 
all the comings and goings 
at this autumn’s European 
Computer TVade Show 




Brrr, it’s a bit chilly in Interplay’s Cyberia Interplay's Descent is fast and smooth 


of role-playing Gary Gygax himself. These 
are going to be even further into ’95 than 
the above mentioned long titled game, so 
expect more news after next year’s spring 
ECTS. 

Domark are still pushing Mike 
Singleton’s imminent Lords of Midnight, 
so hopefully we should be seeing that 
pretty soon. The most interesting news 
from their camp, however, is that 
since the introduction of Ian 
Livingstone, one of the UK’s earli¬ 
est role-players and co-founder of 
Games Workshop as European 
managing director, they will be 
releasing a set of games 
around his Fighting 
Fantasy Gamebook series. 

Many of today’s role- 
playing adults were 
weaned on these titles, so if the games are 
anything like the quality of the books, they 
should be something to look forward to. 
Also upcoming is Cerberus, a stylised 
graphic adventure set in deep space with a 
murder mystery type plot, more Flight 
Sim Toolkit scenarios, a 3-D polygon- 
based warfare game called Tank 
Commander with loads of two-player 
options, a lovely looking 3-D shoot-’em- 
up known as Absolute Zero and a motor¬ 
cycle racing arcade game, Kawasaki 
Superbikes. 


Electronic Arts were back in show 
form after their absence from the last 
ECTS. All the products looked to be of the 
usual highest quality, but arguably one of 
the nicest was Little Big Adventure from 
the same team who developed the first 
Alone in the Dark episode. 

This is an arcade adventure game with a 
similar 45 degree perspective to the Ultima 
games, but with Alone in the Dark style 
gameplay and superb animation. One 
to watch out for very soon. 

On the sports side there’s the 
updated PGA Tour Golf 486, which 
looks great and appears to play pretty 
well too. As long as it maintains all the 

The leading lady in 
Sierra’s Phantasmogoria 
sees something scary 




Stonekeep from Interplay should 
be with us very soon - but where 
have you heard that before? 


playability of the original it should be the 
computer game equivalent of a 350-yard 
drive. 

Origin have been as busy as ever, with 
Wing Commander 3 being promised by 
Christmas. Wings of Glory looks really 
impressive, with detailed aeroplanes that 
look really nice and sound like the flying 
bath tubs they really were. 

Even when there’s not an enemy in 
sight, your plane groans periodically as if 
the last place it wants to be is several thou¬ 
sand feet away from terra ftrma. 

Doom style 

SYSTEM Shock is Origin’s first attempt at 
a Doom-style game by the same folk who 
brought us the Ultima Underworld series, 
while Bioforge is an interactive adventure 
thing with camera angles as in Alone in the 
Dark. Both these will be CD-Rom only and 
look very detailed. 

Bullfrog were also on the EA stand, 
showing off the magnificent looking Magic 
Carpet. It was hard work getting Pete to 
look at anything else so we thought we’d 
better let him preview it. See page 82 for 
more information. 

Also finding their way into EA’s books 
are SSI, previously distributed over here 
by US Gold. To be released over the next 
few months are CyClones - a Doom-style 
shoot-’em-up by Raven Software who pro- ^ 
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Now where did I put my ship? Roger Wilco 
gets lost in Space Quest 6 from Sierra 


Butchery with a difference in Cyberdreams’ 
I Have No Mouth and I Must Scream 



Iron Assault: Big robots and death 
and destruction. Can’t wait 


duced Shadowcaster for Origin, 
Menzoberranzan - a 3-D first-person per¬ 
spective AD&D role-player using a souped 
up Ravenloft engine, Panzer General - a 
tank based strategy war game, and 
Renegade - a nice looking SVGA Wing 
Commander type game. 

Dawn Patrol should be the next release 
from Empire, following up 
Dreamweb. This is a flight sim¬ 
ulation from Rowan Software, 
the same development team 
who wrote Overlord for 
Virgin, although this 
one is based around 
the chaotic yet 
highly skilled dog 
fights of World 
War I. None of this 
letting off a couple of Hydras while two 
kilo-metres away. 

Empire’s other major title is 
Cyberjudas, a political strategy and 
intrigue game that is the sequel to Shadow 
President. This features loads of really nice 
looking graphics considering it’s a strategy 
game, though, of course, gameplay is most 
important, and the plot is the kind of thing 
that makes you fearful of what really might 
be going on in the crazy world of interna¬ 
tional politics. 

Hell raiser 

AS well as Quarantine and Hell, previews 
of which can be seen elsewhere in this 
month’s pages, and Star Crusader which 
can be seen in the reviews section, 
Gametek were discussing Bureau 13 
and Frontier: First Encounters. 

The first is an interactive movie with 
rendered characters like Hell, but is set 
firmly above ground. However, the super¬ 
natural element is still there, with the 
Bureau being an FBI like operation, but 
investigating and exterminating gremlins 
and gribblies instead of dictators, religious 
cults and complete innocents. 

Frontier: First Encounters is the pre¬ 
quel to Elite 2, but has a few refinements. 
These include better graphics, more ships, 
full motion video bulletin boards and the 


Thargoid race from the original Elite. Get 
ready to dodge those tough octagonal 
space craft. Also looking like a lot of fun is 
Saturday Night Live. This is a collection of 
sketches from the American comedy show 
with a really nice front end so you can 
travel around with ease. 

Perhaps the best thing is that you can 
cut and edit your favourite bits and 
make up your own shows to watch 
over again or make your friends 
giggle. There are loads of things to 
play about with - anyone who 
argues that film and TV 
on CD-Rom isn’t 
much cop and that 
you might as well 
buy the video should 
check this out. 

Lastly there’s Gametek 
Cinema, which should be 
releasing more and more titles as you read 
this. This too has what would appear to be 
a nice front end with plenty to do other 
than simply watching films. 

Gremlin’s showcase product is 
Retribution, a Comanche style flying and 
shooting game, with a similar Voxel type 
landscape generation engine. It is easy to 
control and gets its gameplay out of mis¬ 
sion-based exercises. If it ends up playing 
anything like Comanche, Gremlin should 
have a hit on their hands. See this month’s 
Under Development for a fuU preview. 

Lords of the Realm was on show from 
Impressions, and is very close to being 
ready. It looks quite involved with plenty 
of economic strategy as well as the obvious 



You can’t do justice to 
Electronic Arts’ Little Big 
Adventure with a screen shot 



battles which occur in real time with little 
blokes charging around fields. It comes 
out as a cross between Civilization, 
Kingmaker and the fighting bits out of 
Impressions’ own Micro Miniatures series. 

Watch out as well for Front Lines, a 
new hex-based war game that should fea¬ 
ture everything any fan could need, 
including a full scenario editor and 
modem play for those with chums at a dis¬ 
tance. There wasn’t much to see on this at 
the show, but from the screen shots we can 
say that it’s SVGA, turn based, animated 
and looks like a wargamers’ dream come 
true. 

Infogrames were showing off the 
third - and apparently last - instalment of 
the Alone in the Dark series - number 3. 
This is set in a Wild West ghost town, with 
some interesting surprises in store includ¬ 


ing the return of Emily Hartwood and the 
option to play a cougar in the latter stages 
of the game. 

It’s the last in the series because future 
games will use a different engine allowing 
free movement of the camera as well as the 
character. This engine is to be previewed 
in the third game so look out for it soon. 

While on the subject of sequels. Shadow 
of the Comet H, otherwise known as 
Prisoner of Ice, is also set for imminent 
release. This is going to be a point and 
click adventure game featuring the obvi¬ 
ous H. P. Lovecraft style tentacles and 
insanity, with the added bonus of a Nazi 
plot to unearth. 

Chaos Control is a 3-D arcade action 
shoot-’em-up that renders as you go. 
There are a load of different locations to 
fly around, shooting things, and it all looks 
very fast and a lot of fun. This is also due 
soon. 

Adventure mix 

CYBERIA is the game of the moment as 
far as Interplay are concerned. This is a 
cross between adventure games like Alone 
in the Dark and shoot-’em-ups like Rebel 
Assault. It ends up a bit of a mix along the 
lines of Inca II, but looks better while lack¬ 
ing the amount of interaction. 

Looking like it’s going to be superb is 
Descent, a true 3-D first perspective game. 


Big planes 
and lots of 
bogies in US 
Navy 
Fighters from 
Electronic 
Arts 
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Renegade attempt to out do the best with the 
graphic adventure Flight of the Amazon Queen 



Terry Pratchett’s characters come 
alive in Psygnosis’ Discworld 



Combat in planes isn’t what it used to be as 
you can find out in Origin’s Wings of Glory 


In this you fly down tunnels completing 
missions, but as well as moving along hori¬ 
zontal planes as in Doom, you can go up 
and down or in literally any direction. 

Role-playing figures big in Interplay’s 
plans, with the long awaited Stonekeep 
actually looking like it might be finished 
soon, and the sequel to Dungeon Master, 
cunningly labelled Dungeon Master 2, on 
its way. 

This latter game looks very much like 
the original, but the intelligence of mon¬ 
sters has been changed, and the level of 
detail that makes up the background 
engine such as the local economy and the 
way the game holds together has all been 
improved for enhanced realism. Interplay 
have also got their paws on a future TSR 
licensed AD&D game, though details of 
this are currently a little sketchy. 

Lastly there’s Blackhawk, a Flashback 
type game but with more blood and 
fantasy type monsters. Oh yeah, and 
you’re supposed to rescue helpless chained 
up prisoners, though if you want you can 
shoot them instead. So needless to say the 
PC HOME team are rather fond of the 
idea. And who said that computer games 
are good for you? 

Krisalis have a very varied prod¬ 
uct line on the go, starting with the 
release of Hannibal. Nothing to do 
with the leader of the A-Team, 
this is the strategy game 
based around the exploits of 
that bloke who rode across 
the Alps on elephants and 
basically trounced half the 
Roman Empire while not 
making world record 
attempts. 

Following that is a set 
of graphic adventures 
created by a German animator 
who has worked in a range of 
media from TV to comics. The 
first of these will be Bazooka Sue, 
a sort of Leisure Suit Larry type of 
adventure but with a female pro¬ 
tagonist who is part pig, part 
human. At this stage, it’s looking a 


little saucy, hence the bazookas in the title, 
so will either be released as an 18 certifi¬ 
cate or considerably toned down. 

Maxis are still busy working on 
SimTower and SimTown, but now have a 
new product on the go called Sim- 
Rainforest. 

This basically involves balancing the 
resources of an island, both industrial 
development and natural resources, while 
learning about the importance of manag¬ 
ing ecological resources. 

Harvester from Merit was looking like 
it might be reviewable pretty soon - plenty 
of horror, blood, axes 
and things. Also on the 
cards is a Doom clone, 
surprise, surprise, in 
the shape of Isle of the 
Dead which you may 
have seen already as a 
demo. 

Psychotron is an interactive movie 
based on the secret goings on behind the 
scenes of the US government. The 
Russians have developed a machine called 
the Psychotron which is twisting the 
minds of the American people and you 
have to stop them. American para¬ 
noia? We’ll have to wait and see. 
Microprose were showing a 
number of impressive titles 
including Colonization - 
the long awaited 
sequel to Sid Meier’s 



Civilization. There’ll be a full review very 
soon. Star Trek Next Generation was blast¬ 
ing through the rather large monitors and 
looking quite tasty it was too. 

Other new titles include Pizza Tycoon, 
which you can read all about on page 80, 
and Zeppelin, a new game from Germany 
about falling in Love and Managing a fleet 
of Zeppelins. Master of Magic is the latest 
in the Masters... series following on from 
Masters of Orion. 

It’s set in a mystical land where you 
must compete against a variety of oppo¬ 
nents to try and take control of the sur¬ 
roundings and 
- eventually the 
world. It plays and 
looks very similar 
to Civilization 
with wizards and 
monsters - looks 
good. More on 

Microprose next month. 

The big news from the Mindscape 
stand is that development of Dragon Lore 
from Cryo is almost complete and it 
should have been released by the time you 
read this. Forthcoming attractions include 
the intriguing looking Total Distortion, a 
music video and adventure game in one. 

Coming on CD-Rom, the idea is a mix 
between a business sim and an adventure 
game with a whole new twist put on it. 
Make your own pop promos to earn 
money and wander around and explore 


“Also on the cards 
is a Doom clone” 



PGA Tour Golf 486 from Electronic Arts is a little 
more graphically detailed than its predecessor 



NASCAR: Seat of your pants 
driving and rip roaring engine 
sounds - fasten your seat belts 


the many locations. It’s virtually impossi¬ 
ble to describe, but should be released 
fairly soon. 

On the shelves by the time you’re 
putting up the Christmas decorations 
should also be a number of arcade and 
strategy games: USS Ticonderoga - a war¬ 
ship sim with a first-person perspective. 
Metal Marines - a real-time action strategy 
romp from the Super Nintendo and 
Legions - a strategy game set in ancient 
times. 

Alien sports 

ON the arcade side there’s Alien Olympics 
- a sporting event along a similar line to all 
those human versions and SuperSki Pro - 
a skiing simulator. 

As well as the superb looking Inferno - 
see the full review elsewhere in this issue - 
Ocean are beginning to show off Iron 
Angel, a flight sim set in the near future. In 
this you will control a new type of fighter 
aircraft that can fly through both space 
and the Earth’s atmosphere. The game is 
set around both Earth and the moon, and 
looks like being both as playable and fun 
as Inferno. 

Sony and Psygnosis had far too 
much on display to occupy a small section 
of the Design Centre so they had their own 
show 10 minutes away at The Brewery. The 
name of the place alone attracted journal¬ 
ists never mind the new Sony PSX super 
console and the line of excellent products 
from the Psygnosis stable. One of the first 
true 18 rated games will be Ecstatica, set in O 
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Sierra’s 
Woodruff 
and the 
Schnibble 
of Azimuth. 

Hmm, 
good name 



O a cut off, macabre village. The hero must 
avoid the clutches of the many monsters 
and hideous creatures to solve the mystery 
of the disappearing populace. 

Quick to cut any links with Microcosm 
is Novastorm another CD-Rom based 
shoot-’em-up flown against a rendered 
back drop with new graphics and more 
interaction promised. And what’s that on 
the horizon, yes more Lemmings. 
Lemmings 3 is due before Christmas and 
we’ll show you more piccies of that wee 
beastie next month. 

Eric Idle, Tony Robinson and Jon 
Pertwee all make their contributions to 
Discworld the full talkie version of the new 
adventure game based on the Discworld 
created by author Terry Pratchett. All the 
characters are here, including Death, 
Luggage and Rincewind. It looks and 
sounds hilarious. 

Amazon talkie 

RENEGADE have now nearly complet¬ 
ed Flight of the Amazon Queen, which 
from the bits of it we saw at the show, 
looks like it could have humour and 
quality to rival even LucasArts. And in 
true graphic adventure style, the CD-Rom 
version should contain full speech. 
Apparently there’s a follow up already 
planned, which the New Zealand based 
development team hope will be the best 
game the genre has ever seen. 

Cyberwar was on display on the Sales 
Curve Interactive (SCI) stand, with 
the very nearly finished version running. 
Needless to say it looks a lot better than 
The Lawnmower Man did, though there is 
still a bit of a gameplay question hanging 
over it - is there any? 

The Sierra stand was literally 
cramped with products, all surrounding a 
central cinema where previews of forth¬ 
coming attractions were on display. Top of 
the list were Roberta Williams’ titles 
Phantasmagoria and King's Quest VII. 

Phantasmagoria has started to move 
now, with rendered locations and digitised 
video characters that all look really nice. 
The horror factor is turning up as well, 
with some of the game now beginning to 
look decidedly scary. King's Quest VII also 
looks very exciting, as the entire game has 



Now that is one hard looking 
cyborg. Bioforge from Origin 
via Electronic Arts 


Somebody's feeling a little enclosed in 
Empire's CyberJudas 



been fully animated Disney style. This 
gives it a really nice feel which is bound to 
appeal to the kinds of people who liked 
Beauty and the Beast and Aladdin - so 
that’ll be everyone then. 

Speaking of Quests, Space Quest 6 is on 
the horizon, ripping apart all your 
favourites in the world of sci-fi and com¬ 
puter gaming. In this week’s episode, we 
find Roger Wilco being stripped of his title 
with some hilarious 
consequences. 

From the Coktel 
stable comes The Last 
Dynasty, a product 
along similar lines to 
the Inca games, but 
quite simply looking fantastic with photo¬ 
realistic backdrops over which have been 
layered lots of beautifully rendered space 
craft. 

Silly name 

THERE is also the bizarrely titled 
Woodruff and the Schnibble of Azimuth, a 
graphic adventure type thing with a simi¬ 
lar look and feel to the Goblins series. Both 
these games are very Coktel in style so fans 
of the company should find plenty to keep 
them amused. 

Big hardware is on offer in two 
Metaltech products - Battledrome and 
Earthsiege. Both of these involve steering 
large robots with huge arsenals round 
places of general interest and blasting any¬ 
thing that moves. Battledrome includes 
modem and serial linked friends in similar 
machines. 

Team 17, lead developers on the 
Amiga for years, have recently started to 


produce games for the machine they used 
to hate. The first releases, like the classic 
shoot -’em-up Project X, are looking like 
perfect conversions and there’s plenty of 
new stuff due over the next few months 
and early ’95. 

Ultimate Body Blows, the hard kicking 
CD 32 beat-’em-up with 21 opponents and 
a 16-track sound track on CD is due 
soon. The long awaited Super Frog should 
be leaping his away over to the PC at 
the same time along with Overdrive, 
the speed merchants’ racing dream. 
Then there’s King Pin, for ten pin 
bowlers, and the long awaited sequel to the 
Alien Breed series. Tower assault - busy, 
busy, busy. 

The hardware is finally rolling in the 
Time Warner distributed game from 
Mirage, Rise of the Robots. The gameplay 
is looking fairly 
standard beat-’em- 
up, but the cut 
sequences are nice. 

Whether this 
makes for some¬ 
thing you’d want to 
buy or not is questionable but watch out 
for a full review very soon to find out 
more. Brian May’s specially written musi¬ 
cal score has yet to be implemented, but 
it’s something for fans of the shaggy axe¬ 
man to look forward to. 

Aside, of course, from Access’s flagship 
program Under A Killing Moon 
US Gold had a whole heap of products 
imported from Stateside on show. These 
included the flight and fight Bethesda 
Softworks offering Delta V which was fin¬ 
ished some time ago but then rewritten to 
make it slightly easier. Should be available 
by the time you read this. 

New signing Sanctuary Woods were 
showing off their much acclaimed Wolf 
program, a kind of sim-wolf style game in 
which you have to guide a cub through its 
life to adulthood, learning to hunt and 
outsmart man along the way. 

Also being shown was The Journeyman 
Project Turbo, a souped-up version of the 


original game. New World Computing had 
their fantasy wargame Heroes of Might 
and Magic demoing, along with war simu¬ 
lation Iron Cross and the Doom style 
Zephyr - previewed last issue - among 
others. 

Dominus, a fantasy role playing style 
game was also being aired and very 
nice it looked too with its mix of hand to 
hand combat and strategy elements pre¬ 
sented in an Ultima 8 style isometric 
perspective. 

One of the most impressive stands of 
the show had to be Virgin Inter¬ 
active’s. As if Dark Forces wasn’t 
attracting enough attention alone the 
other monitors on display all had some big 
release or another to show off. 

Lucasarts were proudly displaying 
Full Throttle the latest graphic 
adventure in Day of the Tentacle vein with 
improved graphics, longer story and a 
completely new set of surroundings and 
characters. 

Darth doom 

DARK Forces was here rebounding laser 
shots off blast doors for England. 
Stormtroopers were making an appear¬ 
ance and quickly being dispatched without 
remorse by many a PC journo - serves 
them right. Yes it is looking and playing as 
well as the screen shots would imply. 

Nascar racing from Papyrus was 
revving its engines in the far corner 
and the noise was deafening. Tom 
Cruise wouldn’t know what hit him if he 
sat in one of these things - it’s looking 
super smooth and as fast as Indycar 
ever was. 

In fact Virgin had so much stuff 
we’re just going to list the rest. We’ll 
go and see the guys at Virgin and give 
you tonnes more info next month. 
Expect before Christmas - 11th 
Hour, Aladdin, Ka-50 Hokum, Creature 
Shock, Lost Eden, Sensible Golf, Cannon 
Fodder 2, Command and Conquer, 
Armoured Assassin and Kyrandia 
3, phew. D3II 


“There's plenty of 
new stuff due...” 
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"Easily the 
best football 
management 
game I have 
ever played" 

That's what CU Amiga said about On The 
Ball World Cup Edition - now you know, 
how can you miss the League Edition? 


Football fans were left drooling earlier in the summer when ASCON 
released On the Ball World Cup Edition. The game shot to the top of 
the charts and has left football fans eager for the League Edition. 


On The Ball League Edition 
takes football management 
simulations into a new era. 


Combining meticulous detail and 
realism with sensational animated 
graphics and an irresistible 
presentation, this is like no other 
footy-management game you have 
played. 


Now you must prove yourself as a 
club manager, and take your team 
to the top of the premiere league. 


See your matches played out 
infront of your eyes in spectacular 
TV style animation - and view your 
opponents matches, as they 
happenl 


PHEW - WHAT A WINNER! 


Check out some of the rave reviews that On 
The Ball World Cup Edition received: 

"The best I've ever seen in a football 
management sim...it will grip you and it 
won't let you go". Amiga Format 

"Unique and unmatched...you'll kick 
yourself if you miss it." C&VG 

"Sets the standard for others to imitate" 
PC Review 

"For sheer; frolicking fun, On The Ball 
can't be beaten" PC Format 

"The best football management game I 
have ever played". Amiga Action 




Special features of 
On The Ball League 
i Edition include: 



Training seminars 
Multi-match view mode 
Home and foreign 
transfer lists 
Club finances and 
morale 

Player and manager 
politics 



OUT NOW FOR PC, AMIGA and A1200. Word Cup Edition out now on CD-ROM, featuring "live action" spoken commentary 













































If you’re not yet sick of Doom, its sequel or other first-person 
perspective blasters, you soon will be. Wayne Williams takes a look 
at a few of the forthcoming games inspired by id’s 3-D blood-fest 
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L ike it, love it or just plain 
loathe it you can’t ignore 
the impact Doom has had 
on the gaming world. Ever since 
its release at the tail end of last 
year id’s simple tale of one 
man’s mission to rid a 
moonbase of demons has taken 
the gaming world by storm, 
turning even the most wimpish 
of gamers into fully fledged 
death crazed demon 
slaughterers and commanding 
an almost religious following. 

That’s barely the tip of the 
iceberg, though. Doom’s 
influence in the industry has 
been far more reaching. 

Soundcard manufacturers 
have used its sonics to show off 
their wares, video card 
manufacturers have 
promoted their 
products using the 
game and even 
virtual reality 
headset 
manufacturers 
have got in on 
the act, snaring 


us all with the lip-smacking 
promise of VR demon slaughter. 

Even Cyberspace has become 
infected with Doom fever. 
CompuServe’s fabled Gamers 
forum has become Doomers 
forum in all but name. Never 
before has one game, let alone a 
shareware one, caught the 
public’s imagination in quite the 
same way. 

It’s not about to stop either - 
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Doom 
started it all 
and Doom 2 
looks set to 
continue 
from where 
it left off 


Doom 2 



particularly as the sequel has 
just been launched on a 
slavering world. Doom is the 
one game that every software 
design team wishes they had 
written and every games 
publisher wishes they owned 
the rights to. 

Since they didn’t or don’t the 
next best thing of course is to 
come up with, er, the next best 
thing. 

The computer industry has 
never been slow to cash in on a 
craze and with Doom sparking a 
craze like no other we’re about 
to be hit by a cash in of equally 
monstrous proportions. 

It’s no exaggeration to say 
this winter you won’t be able to 
move in a software shop without 
tripping over at least one of a 
hundred Doom-clones. 

Every software house has at 
least one up their sleeves, some 
considerably more. If, as they 
say, imitation is the sincerest 
form of flattery. Doom is about 
to be flattered to death. 


LEADING the charge is none 
other than id’s official Doom 
follow up. A blatant cash in on 
the success of the original it can 
at least claim some creditability 
due to its parentage - unlike the 
majority of the others. Probably 
one of the toughest games ever 
created, it features just one extra 
weapon but a whole mass of 
new and incredibly hard 
monsters in some very devious 
levels. 

If you have the original then 
you’ll probably buy the sequel, 
which is pretty much the idea 
anyway. It’s going to sell skip 
loads. 


Will Dark Forces out-Doom Doom? Only time will tell 





Dark Forces 

COMING as it does from 
LucasArts this CD-Rom only 
product is one clone which 
could well beat the original at 
its own game. 

Set in the Star Wars universe 
it features some super smooth 
3-D - with the added ability to 
iook up and down - truck 
loads of weaponry, bouncing 
laser beams, and of course 
plenty of blast-able baddies. 

Eariy versions featured 
some rather brain dead 
Stormtroopers who had a 
tendency to ignore you even 
while you were shooting at 
them, but once this is 
corrected the game should be 
an absolute corker and one to 
watch out for. 
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CLASSIC 3000 


“The best sound card we’ve heard yet!” 

PC Review Recommended. June 1994 

“This card exudes quality, both in terms of 
build and performance” 

PC Format Recommended (89%). April 1994 



“The 3000 contains some of the best sounds 
I’ve heard on a PC card” 

Music Technology Magazine. March 1994 

“This is one of the best sound cards 
we’ve ever heard” 

PC Home July 1994 

“I would be hard pushed to advise any other 
than the Sound FX Ciassic 3000” 

Multimedia & CD ROM Now (9/10). July 1994 

Need we say more! 



Mr PC - 0282 777888 


Time Direct - 0282 770066 
(IHIC0 Unica - 061 429 0241 



Virgin Megastores 


For more information on the complete range 
of Sound FX Muitimedio Products, contact: 



Tel # 0908 277007. 
Fax #0908 277002. 






FOOTBAll SCREEN SAVER * PlUS - SLIDE SHOW AND STATISTICS 

rite PC ^ fooHwH fens. A MiW end SXCtTING 

way ta sapparf y&m hvaarife team. Show hiemh 
tmd foikagaes wha s the *‘Best m dm Imat 
• emn when ym'm oat ammd - -p 

Save your Si nrm and 
Support your Team ! 

The sophisti^ed Windows 
Screech Saver display over 
50 briift^rit full photos 
of team's |>1ayers, exciting 
ma^ action «nd histone 


It cytstes throu^ team end player 
photos with and si^ecial effects 
you or them on demand with 

Player and Cinh Statistics 
Taam Saver's provides you with 

everyth^g you’t ever nt^d to know abovt the 
cMj n one, convenient plaice your PC. 
Inclovics pl<^yer profiles, team results, history, 
and ess^rtmt tniurmation 


£19.99 


ARSENAL 
ASTON VILLA 
LIVERPOOL 


Hjliii; 


3 MT 0J3SC5?. Hoquiros Wfedows. 

4 Mb Rarn iirwJ 25t; col^r VGA 


TS10101 

TS10102 

TS 10103 


Availabki NOW from all good Computer Games Stores 

or order direct on 0844 212121, 

Tcrtiomtance Publishing Ltd, Litpton Rd, Thaiuc, 0X9 v>SE. 


‘XT.fD ‘D‘KXigOfhi Sd{J4!R/E‘Wmi/E 
3 Oaklea Court, Rhyl, Clwyd, LL18 4NP 
Tel 0745 338094 Fax 0745 337438 


GREAT SPECIAL OFFER PACKS AND FREE GIFTS 


VGA GAMES PACK 
30 VGA Games placed on 7HD 
Disks for only £ 16. 

Zone 66, Lost in Space. Bio 
Menace, Jeipack, Army, Save Our 
Pizzas, De.scil Raid. Halloween 
Hany. Space Chase. Night Raid. 
Dcl'endcr of Boston. Major Stryker. 
MarioVGA, Bunny. Miner 
+ many more. 


WINDOWS Truetype 
Fonts & BUSINESS 
95 Truetype fonts. JQCalL' 
(Spcadsheel), Wyndfields 
(Database). WinPo.si. 

PC Project. WinChime. 
WinCheek (Personal Money 
Manager). Smart Accounts. 
Quick Fax Cover. Printers 
Apprentice. 

Backroon Boy ( Personal Org.) 


PRIMARY EDUCATION 

35 Educational Proarams placed 
on 7HD Disks 


Heiiricila's Btxrk of Spells, 
l-kxiray for Henrietta. Jig.saw. 
Talking Teacher. Kids Bankbtxrk. 

Billtxxinl. Snakes & Ladders. 
Wlicrc s that Mouse. Spellbtiund, 
Word Giillery + many mote. 


SECONDARY 

E.D.U.CA_TLQN 

Educational Programs lor 
Secondary and Further Education. 
World Map. Monarchs. Psysics 
Engineering. Algabrax. Calculus, 
Weather Progs. Skull Anatomy. 
Chemistry. Geography, Cal facts 
GCSE (Maths. Physics. Science. 
Computer Studies). Ty|x; Person. 
German. Spanish. Poets + more. 


WINDOWS .3 Games 
30 Disks of Wintkws Giuncs 
placed on 7HD Disks 
Chess. BtKkgammon. Xwoal. 
Clxx'kers. Cubic. Hextris. Brick. 
Winpoker. Gravity. Taipei. Win 
Htmg. Rulhic. Ciphyr. Card 
Games. Black Box. Oil Bamn. 
Jewel Thief. Kye + miiny more. 


CldPART PACK 
A gtxxJ mixture of PCX Pictures t 
; with Art or DTP Software 


Mosburn An (Animtils. Faces, 
Statesmen). Punch Cartoon An. 

Onicc. US Navy Art. Maps. 
Birds. Toys. Trees. In.sccts. Sport, 
Woodcuts (Cats. Dogs, Farm 
Animals. Misc). Vegetables. 
MonsteI^. Life. Tr.m.sport, Music. 
Computers + many more. 


VGA PINUPS packs 


29 Nomial Disks pUiced on 
7 HD Disks for only £16. 
Nomitilly these would cost 
approx £55 if bought 
individually. This cxiniains a 
mixture of mostly Pinups, with 
some Games tuid Animations. 


Puck 2 


7 High Density Disks of Pinup.s. 
These are 256 colour quality 
pictures to brighten up your 
presentation etc. 


Thc.se two packs are on offer to 
the over 18‘.s only. This is .so as 
not to offend, and to be sure, 
payment will only be accepted 
by Credit Card 


SPECIAL OFFER PACKS OF 7 High Density 3.5" IBM DISKS @ £16.00 
These packs as described above contain on average 28 normal disks placed 
on to 7 3.5" High Density disks, and represent an excellent saving to people 
with HD drives + VGA Graphics Card. 

Payment by Cheque or Credit Card (Telephone Orders accepted in normal 
office hours). Thousands of other IBM compatible disks available. 

Free Catalogue on request. Same day dispatch on orders placed before 12 
noon. Free advice on all computer matters. (Any Morning). 

Any One Pack = £16 

Any Two Packs = £30 plus free Mouse Mat 
Any Three packs = £40 plus free Mouse Mat plus 5 blank 3.5" HD disks 
Any Four Packs = £48 plus free Mouse Mat plus 10 blank 3.5" HD disks 
Please state clearly the free gifts you are claiming. 

All prices include P&P and VAT. (Overseas orders please add £3). 

This Month’s Extra Free Gift 

Place an order for One Pack or more and also receive Free: Doom (2 Disks) 


Shareware is not free, please register if you find the program useful 
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Enemies galore, but all die under my hail of gunfire 


Rise of the IViad 

THE first of five Doom-style games from id’s former publisher Apogee, Rise of the Triad has the 
distinction of being the only one that will actually appear under their banner. A sister company, 
3-D Realms Entertainment, is being set up to publish all future offerings. Written using a specially 
designed engine called Build, Rise of the Triad certainly looks impressive. As well as the usual 
movement choices you can look up and down as well as jump and duck and a selection of nine 
different weapons, 10 digitised actors, 30 odd levels, and a host of deathmatch options should 
please even the most demanding player. 



Duke Nukem 3-D 


YEP, that’s right, Apogee’s muscle bound commando is all set to make the leap from platform hero 
to 3-D blood splatterer. Starting in space and ending up on earth - LA of all places - 
3-D Realms are promising this will be their most realistic looking game with plenty of attention to 
detail. Whether or not you’ll have time to hang around and admire the scenery is doubtful though 
as there will be plenty of bad guys to blast and a huge emphasis on weaponry and power-ups. 

Duke Nukem fans will no doubt buy it in their droves. 


DOOM CLONES ■ GAMES ARENA 



Ninjas skulk in the darkness and fat, naked people 
slob about waiting for their next meal 


Shadow Warrior 

IF you ever saw the patch which turned Wolfenstein soldiers into 
Street Fighter characters, this 3-D Realms offering will probably look 
a bit familiar. Set around Mt Fuji, it casts you in the role of a highly 
trained Ninja warrior and you have to use your abilities, plus a fair 
dose of magic, to overcome other similarly trained oriental enemies. 

More importantly, though, you get to shoot people down with a 
crossbow or make your point by throwing razor sharp Shuriken at 
them - smart. 


The Hidden Below 

COMING as it does from German publishers Soft Enterprises, The Hidden Below doesn’t 
feature much in the way of blood at the moment, but will probably have bucket loads by the 
time it’s released in the UK. 

Plus points include the ability to look up and down and a good selection of weapons, 
including an axe! However, minus points include some decidedly rubbish graphics and 
monsters which wouldn’t scare your granny. 

No UK distributor has picked it up at the moment, but it probably won’t be too long 
before one does. Might sell on account of the woodcutter’s cleaver, but doesn’t exactly give 
Doom a run for its money. 


Ruins: Return of the Gods 


THE first game to be published 
under the 3-D Realms label early 
next year, Ruins: Return of the 
Gods promises the same sort of 
features as Rise of the Triad but 
with much more of an adventure 
feel to it. 

This, as far as I can gather, 
means lots of wondering aimlessly 
around the Egyptian pyramids 
inside which it is set, and a far 
greater emphasis on puzzle 
solving. Don’t get too disheartened 
though, there will still be plenty of 
beastie blasting with a chance to 
beat up the Anubis, a mixture of 
mythological creatures and some 
rather nasty aliens. 



One of the first things you notice inside the 
pyramid is the nice decor 

Return of the Gods features loads of baddies 
including mythical monsters and ugly aliens 
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Some nice 
suitably 
Gothic 
graphics 
adorn the 
Blood world. 
Unfortunately 
that isn’t a 
gargoyle up 
there 


Blood 

THIS particular 3-D Realms game has something of a horror scenario. It appears that all of the 
conscious and subconscious evil in humankind’s minds has spawned a multitude of macabre 
manifestations and it’s up to you to go and dispel them. Gulp. 

Starting, where else, in a castle you have to wander around, looking up and down and doing 
all of the other things the Build engine allows you to do, blasting any spooky critters you 
happen across. Those of you who were hoping Doom 2 would feature a flame-thrower won’t be 
disappointed, as that’s one of the many weapons provided with which to dispatch the evil 
forces. 

Tastefully 
run over 
pedestrians 
who get in 
your way. 

There are no 
zebra 
crossings in 
this game 




Two to watch out for 

Serial Killers 

EARLY days for this particular 3-D Realms offering - it’s just about 
at the programming stage now - but it certainly sounds promising. 
A deathmatch style game offering modem, network and serial 
(hence the name) play, the emphasis will be firmly on fighting it 
out against your mates across a variety of specially designed 
levels. For those of you who enjoy insulting other players, there 
will also be the opportunity to send actual speech across instead 
of simply typing in messages. 

No date for release yet, but watch this space. 

Quake 

NOT actually due until summer next year, id’s next 3-D offering is 
supposedly going to be to Doom, what Doom was to Wolfenstein. In 
other words a giant leap forward. 

A basic engine is already up and running and various stunning 
features are promised including a giant hammer with which to, erm, 
hammer your foes, real world physics and the ability to talk, via a 
normal microphone, to other players. 

This last feature, which will obviously only really be of use to 
network users, is being designed to allow sound to travel in the 
program as it would in the real world. So basically, the further away 
from a player you are, the quieter they will sound. Oh, and monsters 
will be able to hear you as well... 

Sprites are out for the new version apparently with texture mapped 
polygons, a la Alone in the Dark - but far more impressive - being 
used for the characters instead. Far greater interaction with the 
various inhabitants of the world is also planned. Oh and according to 
id it will feature plenty of Dragons as well. We can’t wait. 


Virtuoso 

ELITE have also taken a slightly different approach by giving this a third person perspective and 
a digitised rock star as the lead character. Hmm. Sadly, what probably sounded like quite a good 
idea when it was first voiced over some beers in the pub, seems to have turned into a bit of a 
mistake once the programming began. The game was on show at the ECTS and the poor, almost 
laughable, animation of the lead character suggested that without a major rewrite there will 
probably be little hope for this when it finally arrives. 


Quarantine 

A 3-D driving blood-fest. Quarantine is being described by its publishers as Doom on wheels, 
which is rather strange coming as it does from Gametek. Perhaps they feel Corridor 7 on wheels 
won’t attract quite the same interest for some reason. 

Anyway, the idea is to drive your taxi around a mutant filled zone, pick up passengers and 
take them safely to their destination whilst coming under fire from a variety of sources. An 
arsenal of different weapons can be bolted onto the front of the cab which allows you to blast 
back as well as splatter those pedestrians unlucky enough to get in your way. Nice. 


The Fortress of Dr. Radiaki 

TAKING a /7iymoroi/s approach to the genre, this Merit production 
is set in the secret hideout of the nefarious Dr. Radiaki and offers 
30 action packed levels filled with a mix of powerful, evil and very 
silly foes. Apparently. 

As to whether you’ll find Alligatormen, Samurai who commit 
ritual suicide and robots with toasters for heads funny depends 
on your sense of humour. Still it looks pretty good, the monsters 
are alt suitably life threatening and the odd feature, such as 
secret doors with Secret Door written on them, might raise a 
chuckle the first time around. 



Bodycount 

LITTLE information is available at the moment concerning this 
blaster from Capstone but as the name suggests there will be loads 
of bloodletting and corpses ahoy. Set over 40 levels it promises 
plenty of different weapons and things to kill including some rats 
large enough to give even James Herbert nightmares. Reportedly 
due within the next few months, but no UK distributor details are 
forthcoming as of yet. 


104 


PC Home November 1994 


























ow 
on PC 


CHANNEL FOUR TELEVISION 


£S9.95 

inc VAT 


MtRSOt 

Sherston Software Limited, 
Anqel House, Sherston, Malmesbury 
Wiltshire, Slil6 OLH. 
Telephone 0666 840433 
Fax 0666 840048 


The Crystal Maze is a Chatsworth Television production for Channel 4 based on ideas by Jacques Antoine ©1990 
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nxsszLE: i/o 


The roof’s the 
floor, the floor’s 
the roof and I’ve 
^no idea where I 
am. Just a normal 
Sunday morhing 
.really 




score: 3000 
tire: 01:33 
hues: 3 
hostrces: 0 




Descent 

INTERPLAY’S Descent offers a slightly different slant to the genre in that it features true 360 
degree 3-D. In other words, one moment the floor’s below you where it belongs, the next it’s 
where the ceiling should be and the next you’re spinning down a shaft not knowing which way 
up you are. 

As well as being completely disorientating, the game also offers some nice texture mapped 
walls, morphing alien creatures, 30 levels of action and a four player head to head feature. 


strife 



A nice shot 
sends a 
CyClone 
off to meet 
its maker. 
One down, 
loads more 
to 


CyClones 

MORE of a Shadowcaster clone than a Doom clone, SSI’s romp utilises the same sort of mouse 
control method the Origin game did, although this time around the action is set in a sci-fi 
environment rather than a fantasy one. 

Slightly different from most of the others here, CyClones features digitised speech and full 
motion video across five main missions with three random optional missions also available. 



A mix of poor 
and average 
graphics, 
although there 
are a few nice 
touches 


Depth Dwellers 


THIS started life as shareware before eventually being snapped up by newly formed Channel 
101 Interactive as a full price release. A bog standard effort with an engine harking back to the 
days of Wolfenstein and with some really naff graphics, it does, however, offer proper 3-D via a 
supplied pair of red and blue specs. 

How long the novelty will last I wouldn’t like to say, but the overall effect isn’t half bad. It’s 
just a shame the same can’t be said for the game. 




System Shock 
comes with 
loads of 
information for 
you to ignore 


System Shock 

ORIGIN do Doom. The people who came up with Ultima Underworld 
have switched their attention to science fiction and come up with this 
beauty. Offering a better engine than their fantasy game, System 
Shock promises some real world physics, point-source lighting and 
animated texture detail. You’ll be able to look up and down as well as 
over ledges which should prove popular with those of us who still 
attempt to do so in Doom - even after all this time. 


Tip of the Iceberg 

IN compiling this feature two points came to light. One, it would be 
impossible to cover every single Doom-style game in production at 
the moment as there are so many -1 kept finding more and more 
as the time went by. Two, this really is just the tip of the iceberg 
with some exciting developments planned for the future. 

Whether we’ll all be sick of this type of challenge by the time 
they come to fruition is anybody’s guess. One thing’s for certain 
though. Like it or not, the 3-D blaster is here to stay. 
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CYBERSOFT DIRECT 

39 QUEEH STREET, ASHFORD, KENT TN23 IRE 


CALL BEFORE 3.00PM FOR 

SAME DAY DESPATCH ON 
MOST GOODS 


Cserve I.D. 100143,3707 

MON - FRI 10AM-7PM SAT 9AM-5PM 24HR ANSWER SERVICE 
SUNDAY ORDERS DIVERTED TO MOBILE/ANSAPHONE 

FREE MOUSE MAT WORTH £3.99 


FREE MOUSE MAT WORTH £3.99 


10 OF THE BEST 

Under a Killing 
Moon 

£34.99 


10 OF THE BEST 

Harpoon 2 

£26.99 


10 OF THE BEST 

Sam 'n' Max 
CD-ROM 

£24.99 


10 OF THE BEST 

Microcosm Ltd. 
Edition CD 

£22.99 


10 OF THE BEST 
Doom 

£22.99 


10 OF THE BEST 

Doom Utilities CD-ROM With 
350 new levels, new graphics 
level and sound editors 

£22.99 



.£29.99 

A_n.... T77 09 


. £27.99 


. £24.99 


£17.99 


£74.99 


. £27.99 


,.....£29.99 


. £27.99 


.£26.99 

P-VI/jpg . 

. £14.99 

B17/Dogfight 

. £32.49 

Rnt ? . 

. £26.99 


£77.99 

Roftjp r|ip« 4000 . 

.£22.99 


£75.99 

Brittle hie '93 . 

. £16.99 

Battles of South Pacific. 

.£28.99 


.£22.99 

Betrnynl •'f Krnndnr . 

..£28.99 

Body Blows . 

.£18.99 

Bridgo 9 . 

. £27.99 

fnmpoigri 9 . 

. £26.49 


£72.99 

Capital Punishment. 

.£25.99 

Carrier At Wnr 9 . 

. £28.99 

Carrier Striks .. 

. £26.49 

Car and Driver . 

. £26.49 

fn^tlfi*: 9 . 

. £21.99 

championship Man '93 . 

Championship Man Italio . 

. £18.99 

. £18.99 

Chessmaster 3000 . 

. £25.99 

fiviliTntinn . 

. £26.49 

Clouds of Xeen (Might A Mngir) . 

. £30.99 

Comanche Max Overkill . 

. £29.49 

Cool Spot I__....... 

£19.99 


£16.99 

Cyberrace.... . 

. £28.99 

Dark Half ... 

Dark Side of Xeen 

Dark Sun .. 

£18.99 

£29.49 

£29.49 

Day of the Tentacle . 

£27.99 

V , . 

.£30.99 


... £19.99 


£71.99 

Desert Storm (Tornado Miss). 

.£16.99 

Di/^y fnllertion . . 

.£18.99 

Onrim . . 

.£22.99 

Dreamlonds . 

£18.99 

[)un0 2 .. 

£22.49 

Dungoen Hack . 

£26.49 


£76.99 

Elite 2 . 

. £26.49 

Fpir 

. £20.99 

European Championships . 

£18.99 

Evasive Action . 

£21.99 

Eye of the Beholder 3 . 

F-1 . 

£26.49 

£27.99 

FI 4 Fleet Defender _ 

£30.99 

F-15 Strike Eagle 3 

Falcon 3.... . . 

£44.99 

£28.99 

Fantasy Empires . 

£22.49 

Fields af Glory 

Fire and Ice 

Flashback .. 

£27.99 

£19.99 

£25.49 

Flight Sim 5 __ 

£34.99 

Freddy Pharkas . 

. £26.49 


10 OF THE BEST 

F.I.F.A Soccer 

£22.99 


10 OF THE BEST 

Journeyman Project CD 
(Requires 8Mb Ram) 

£19.99 


10 OF THE BEST 

Sim City CD 

£25.99 


10 OF THE BEST 

Alio 19200 Fax/Modem only 

£139.99 


Front Page Sports Football.£34.99 

Frontier-Elite 2 . £26.49 

Genesia . £21.99 


Goal 

Goblins 3 . 

Golf (Microsoft) . 

Grand Prix (Microprose). 
Great Naval Battles.... 
Gunship 2000. 


£18.99 

£26.49 

£29.75 

£28.99 

£26.49 

...£26.49 


Pinball Fantasies . £23.49 

Pirates' Gold . £28.99 

Planets Edge . £26.99 


Populous 2 ... 
Powermonger... 


Premier Manager 2... 
Privateer . 


Harpoon 2...£26.99 

Heimdall 2___£25.99 Railroad Tycoon Deluxe 


Rampart.... 
Ravenloft .. 
Roily.., 


..£26.49 

...£21.99 

...£21.99 

...£38.99 

...£21.99 

...£29.49 

...£21.49 


7th Guest (Ltd Edit) . £34.99* 

Aegis - defender of the fleet .„............£34.99 

Alone in the Dark . £28.99 . - 

Al-qadim _...........................£26.99 Microcosm 


Lost in Time. 

Ml Tank Platoon. 

Megarace... 


Astound for Windows . £114.99 

817/Silent Service 2.£28.99 

Battle Bugs...»...—............~«~........£25.99 


Battlechess ... 
Battle Isle 2... 


...£28.99 

...£29.49 


Microsoft Cinemania '94.. 
Microsoft Encarta. 

My St......................... 

Nomad. 


. £24.99 

_£12.99 

. £26.49 

_.£19.99 

. £44.65 

. £84.49 


...£39.99 

.£21.99 


...£26.49 Bloodnet. 


Beneath a Steel Sky.£28.99 

.£29.99 


Heroes of 357th. 

Hired Guns.. 

Historyline.. 

Hyperspeed 
Imperial Persuit 
In Extermis. 

Inca. 

Incredible Machine. 

Indy & Fate of Atlantis.. 
Indy CarRaiing 

Inherit the Earth. 

Innocent until Caught.... 
Ishar 2... 


.£22.49 

.£26.49 

£26.49 

£27.49 

£16.99 

£23.99 

£28.99 

£26.49 

£19.99 

£28.99 

,..£25.99 

.£28.99 

.£28.99 


Red Baron + Mission Disks.£27.99 

Return to Zork.£29.49 

Rex Nebular.£28.99 


Rome AD 92. 

Rules of Engagment2.., 

Ryder Cup Golf. 

Sam 'n' Max. 

Seal Team.. 


...£21.99 

...£28.99 

...£18.99 

...£27.99 

...£28.99 


Sensible Soccer International.£16.99 

Seven Cities of Gold.£21.99 

Shadow Coster.£28.99 Desert Strike 


Cammanche Maximum Overkill.£30.99 

Cinemania '94 . £44.65 

Conspiracy . £29.99 

Cover Girl Strip Poker.£20.99 

Curse for a Corpse-.................£12.99 

Cyberrace . £30.99 

Dark Legions..£25.99 

Dark Sun Shattered Lands . £29.49 

Day of the Tentocle . £29.49 

Delta V- £27.99 


Outpost................. 

Pagan - Ultima 8... 

Pirates. 

Police Quest. 

Quontum Gate. 


...£28.99 

...£35.99 

...£12.99 


Ravenloft... 
Revel Assault... 


_£12.99 

.£28.49* 

.£29.49 


Return of the Phantum.. 

Return to Zork. 

Ring World... 


Shadows of Yserbius .. 
Shadow Worlds... 


...£26.49 

...£21.99 


Jordan in Flight . £26.49 

Jurassic Park . £21.99 

Kasporov's Gambit . £28.99 

Kingmaker.£24.49 

King's Quest 6 . £28.99 


Krusty's Funhouse . 

Last Vikings.., 


Space Hulk . £28.99 

Sim City 2000 . £26.49 

Simant . £15.99* 

Sleepwalker . £18.99 

Space Crusade . £21.99 


Discoveries of the Deep.£19.99' 

Dracula Unleashed.£30.99 

Dragon Lore..........—.........................£27.99 


Rise of the Robots. 
Ryder Cup Golf. 

.£21.99 Saga of Aces 


...£30.99 

...£28.99 

...£38.99 

...£26.49 

...£30.99 

...£22.99 


...£29.99 


.£18.99 Special Forces, 


.£26.49 


Lemmings 1 & 2... 

Lemmings 2... 


Le Chuck's Revenge ... 


Legocy/Return of Phantom.. 

Legend of Kyrandia . 

Legends of Valour. 

Leisure Suit Larry 6 ... 


.£21.99 

...£14.99 

. £29.49 

£22.49 

. £30.99 

£22 49 


Star Wars Chess . 

Steel Empire . 

Strike Commander... 

Stronghold. 

Subwar 2050. 

Syndicate . 

Links 386 Pro....' . £29.49 T.F.X. 

Unks SVGA Date Disks.£18.99 Tactical Manager, 

Lode Runner--£22.99 


Star Trek; Judgement Rites . £28.99* 

Sterlord . £28.99 


Dragon Sphere. 

Dune/7th Guest (Cert 15) 
Elite 2-Frontier... 

Encarta '94. 

Eric the Unready 


.£26.49 

£33.55 

£26.49 

£84.49 

.£21.99 


...£26.49 

...£26.49 


...£38.99* 

. £21.99 

. £30.99 

. £22.49 

.£28.99 


...£28.99 


...£28.99 

...£24.99 


Lords of Power .. 
Lost in Time... 


Lotus Ultimate Challenge. 

Manchester United European... 

Man. Utd Premier League. 

Mantis. 

Master of Orion. 

Micro Machines... 


.£26.49 

.£28.99 

£21.99 

£18.99 

£18.99 

£38.99 

.£28.99 

...£21.99 


Terminator Rampage . £26.49 

Theatre of War . £21.99 

Theme Park ...................«.....«..-~~...£26.99 


Tie Fighter. 

Tornado.. 


MIG 29 (Falcon 3 Data Disk).£18.99 

Might/Magic Clouds of Xeen.£30.99 

Monkey Island 2.£22.49 

Monopoly.£21.99 

Morph.£19.99 


Tornado Desert Strom. 

U.F.O. 

Ultimo 7. 

Ultima 7 PT2 Serpants Isle. 

Ultima 8 - Pagan. 

Ultima 8 - Pagan Speech.£16.99 


,...£28.99 

. £28.99 

. £16.99 

£24.75 

£28.99 

£28.99 

£26.99 


Mortal Kombat.., 


...£18.99 


NHL Hockey.£27.99 

Nick Faldo's Golf....£14.99 

Outpost.£24.99 


Overlord. 

Pocific Strike... 


Patrician.., 

Potriot. 

Perfect General... 
P.G.APlus 

Pinball Dreams... 


,..£23.99 

.£30.99 

£26.99 

£21.99 

£28.99 

£26.49 

£21.99 

...£24.99 


Ultimo Underworld.. 

Ultima Underworld 2 

Under a Killing Moon. 

Vengance of Excolibur 

Warlords 2. 

Warlords 2 (Constr. Kit).... 

Wor in the Gulf. 

Wing Commonder 2 + Speech... 

World Tennis Championships. 

X-Wing. 

X-Wing B-Wing. 

X-Wing Imperial Persuit. 

Xenobots. 

Zool... 


...£26.49 
...£26.49 
£29.49 
£26.49 
£28.99 

_£20.99 

£22.49 
£26.49 
£19.99* 
£27.99 
£15.99 
£15.99 
.£28.99 


Pinball Dreams 2.£17.99 


CD-ROM TITLES 

7th Guest/Dune (Cert 15)... 


NO VAT OR CREDIT CARD SURCHARGE 

MAKES CHEQUES & PO PAYABLE TO: 

CYBERSOFT DIRECT, DEPT PCH, 39 QUEEN STREET. 
ASHFORD. KENTTN23IRF. 

PLEASE ENQUIRE, PRICES MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. E&OE 


POSTAGE AND PACKING 

£1.50 PER ITEM 
£2,50 FIRST CLASS 
£3.00 EEC 

£5.00 OUTSIDE EUROPE 


Sam 'n' Max.«.................£27.99 

Shadowcaster.£26.49 

Sherlock Holmes Lost Files.£29.25 

Sid & Al's Incredible Toons.£24.99 

Simon the Socercer...«.£25.99 

Space Hulk.£33.99 

Space Quest 1.£12.99 

Spectre VR-£Call 

Star Trek 25th Anniversary.£38.99 

Star Wars Rebel Assault-£30.99 

Strike Commander.£38.99 

Syndicate Plus.........—...........^.........£30.99 

T.F.X . J32.49 

The Hoarde (Now in Stock).£34.99 

Theme Perk.....—.............~.............£31.49 

Tornado.£30.99 

Ultima Underworld 1 or 2 . £30.99 

HARDWARE & PERIPHERALS 

CD-Drive Interface Card.£22.99 

Panasonic CD-Rom Multi-Session 

CD562 Drive . £145.99 

(Inc. 3 CDs) . £124.24 +VAT 

SoundBlaster 16 . £92.83 £79.88 + VAT 

SoundBlaster V2 . £64.63 £55.00 + VAT 

SoundBlaster Pro . £89.99 £76.59 + VAT 

NUVO MODEMS 

All Nuvo Modems carry a limited lifetime 
warranty and full technical support from the 
manufacturers. 

96424 INTERNAL FAX/MOOEM.£44.99* 

9600 bps send/4800 receive FAX, 2400 bps MODEM 

14400 INTERNAL FAX MODEM.£139.99* 

1440 bps send & reveive FAX 14400bps MODEM 
LIMITED OFFERS (Inc P+f) 

Borland Paradox for Windows.£49.99 

Sage Moneywise.£34.99 

Sage Instant Accounting.£79.99 

NEW CD REPAIR KIT 

Protect and clean all your CD-ROM and Music CDs and 
even repair scratched CDs. When you repair just one 
CD you have more then paid for the kit that will 
repair upto 50 as seen on 

Tomorrows World'.ONLY £23.99 

CYBERSOFT CODE OF CONDUCT 

1. ALL GOODS DESPATCHED SAME DAY IF ORDERED 
BEFORE 3PM - UNLESS YOU’RE TOLD OTHERWISE. 

2. WE AIM TO GIVE THE BEST SERVICE AVAILABLE IN 
MAIL ORDER TODAY. 


Eye of the Beholder.....................£12.99 

Eye of the Beholder 3 . £26.49 

F-19 Stealth Fighter- -£12.99 

Fantasy Empires . £29.49 

Fatty Bear . £26.49 

Flashback...„..«..................£Call 

Frontier . £26.49 

_£26.99 

. £28.49 

. £26.49 

. £17.99 

. £17.99 

. £28.99 

. £26.49 

. £38.99* 

. £29.49 

. £28.99 

_£29.99 

. £30.99 

_£28.99 


Front Page Football 3.0.. 

Gabriel Knight 
Gateway 2 
Goblins... 

Goblins 2 
Goblins 3 
Historyline 

Hoorde (Ltd. Edition). 

Indy Jones Fate of Atlanis. 

Inco 2 . 

Inherit the Earth 
Interplay 10th Anniversary... 

International Tennis Opei 

Iron Helix.£26.49* 

J.F.K Assassination (Cert 15).£28.99* 

Jack Nicklaus + Designer.£17.99 

Journeyman Project............................£l 9.99 

King's Quest VI.£26.49 

King's Quest V.£17.99 

Lands of Lore.£28.99 

Laura Bow II.£21.99 

Lawnmower Man.£32.99 

Legend of Kyrandio.£31.49 

Leisure Suit Larry I —.......................£12.99 

Leisure Suit Larry VI.£26.49 

.£27.99 

.£25.99 


Leisure Suit Larry 1-5. 

Lemmings Double Pack, 


...£21.99 UttilDivil.£23.99 

Links.£14.99 

...£33.55 Lode Runner.£26.99 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































_ _ _ ■■■ 

WAITED A LONG TIME? CHARGED ON VOUR CREDIT CARD 8c STILL NO SOFTWARE? 

THESE RROBEEIVIS DO NOT HARREN AT RUBVSOFT. 

WE HADE NEVER IN 3 YEARS DEBITED A CREDIT CARD l««D NOT SUPPLIED THE GOODS. 

RUBYSOFT (UK) LTD 

96 Lillie Road, Fulham, London SW6 7SR 

381 8998 • Tel/Fax: 071-610 1703 S 


•s Tel: 

07 

You can Place on back ord 

3D DYNOSAUR ADVENTURE. 

CD 

faA.M 

SD BUD ADvnmiRF 


7TH GUEST PLUS DUNE_ 

_ESsitS 

IITHHOUR*.-__ 

ntM 

AKIRA* .. 

wino 

ALONE IN THE DARK A JACK _ 

W1 M 

AMERICAN CIVIL WAR_ 

cae 00 

AMCIFMT1 Mll» act oa 

ART GALLBIY THENAHONAL (MfCROSOFT) 

B17/SILEKT SERVICE_ 

RATTLECHES8 . 

_£49.99 

_£30.99 

can 00 

BATTLE ISLf 2 __ 

can no 

BATHE OF TIME COMP_ 

C24QQ 

BENEATH A STEEL SKY__ 

C27 0n 

BETRAYAL AT KRONDER_ 

C27Qn 

MIIFHIRCF , , ,, 

can on 

BLODDNET*___ 

canon 

BODYWORKS VOYAGER.... 

.ai.M 

BUZZ ALDRIN'S RACE INTO SPACE_£26.99 

CO COMP (ZOOL, NlOa MANSELL A LOTUS CHALL)..£20.98 
CAMPAIGN*. _ . C27 oa 

CHESS MASTER SOOO WITH KARPOV 

C27 00 

CHESS MASTER 8008 TURBO 

_£27.99 

CIVILI8AT10II/RAILR0AD TYCOON OaUXE._ 

COHMANCHE MAX OVER Kll I 

--£20.99 

canon 

CORRIDOR?. 

C9nin 

COVER Omi STRIP POKFR 

.£17.91 

CREATURE SHOCK*. 

. CTBA 

CYCLEHANIA*. 

C97nQ 

CYBERSPACE*. 

C97QQ 

DAEMONSBATE. 

C97QQ 

DANGEROUS CREATURES. 

car on 

DARK LEOIOHS. . 

C2SBB 

DARK SEED 

can yy 

DAWN PATROL*. 

£30.99 

DAYOFTHETENTICLE. 

C27 0Q 

DIGITAL LOVE.. 

cinnn 

DISCOVERIES OF THE DEEP. 

CTTOQ 

DINOSAURMUSEUM. 

..£34.00 

DOOM 2*. . 

£34.00 

DREAMWEB*.. 

canon 

ELITE 2 (FRONTIER).. . 

ccTon 

EMPIRE OaUXE MASTERS EOmOH.. 

_£26.99 

EIICARTA(1BB4).. . 

cnRoo 

encartaIibqb)*.. . 

COR on 

FIBS .. 

can ny 

FALCON flOLD _ 

can on 

Gmmiw (Vttv ite of/MctaMf A/lMo aoUnaMPiP 
FUGHTSIMTOOLKmoOM^ . _ .CM OB 

FORTRESS OF DR RADlAKl* . '_, 

canon 

GABRIEL IOIIOHT„._ .. 

can on 

BAME PACKS.... 

can on 

BENESIA 

m do 

fifiBLniS S_ CM OB 

GRANDPROUDAVID LEAOBETTER'S GOLF_ 

_£20.99 

GRAPHICS AND SOUND EXP... . 

. CIO on 

OREAT NAVAL BATTLES 2 

canon 

flUINNESSIBBAMPC . 

C4R0Q 

0UN8HIP 2000ASLANDS A HRE.. 

can do 

HAND OF FATE . 

can 00 

HARD DAYS NIOHT__ 

C9R00 

HEIMDALL2_ . 

C97 00 

HORDE. 

caooo 

mi WORLD NEWS’fl2MPC__ 

C44 00 

INFERNO*.. .... 

can do 

INHERIT THE EARTH.. 

caooo 

INNOCENT... . 

C90 00 

INT TENNIS OPEN__ 

caa do 

INT SENSIBLE SOCCER__ 

Ciood 

IRON HELIX WIN.. . 

C97 00 

JFK_ ___ 

caooo 

JOURNEYMAN CiA oa 

nNOS QUEST ANTHOLOGY NOS 1 TO 6 _ 

_£30.99 

LANDS OF LORE..... .. 

—.£30.99 


IAWNM0WERIIIUN32C0L_ 

LAWNMOWER MAM 2M COL* . 

LEI8URE8UiTLARRY6_ 

UVE ACTION FOOTBALL .. 

L08TINT1ME_ 

LOVERCeUIDE.. 


MADDOQ MCCREE.. 

MAD 0062_ 

MAQIC THEATRE...... 

MEQARAGE_ 

MICR0C08M.. 


MICR080FT BOOK 8HELF (COLLECTION OF REF BOOKS). 
MtCROBOFTQOLF. 


MUBiCAL ill8T (MICR080FT)... 

MY8TWIMD0W8_ 

MaF00TBALL.».._ 


0CEAN8 BELOW NEW PRICE!. 
0UTP08T-. 


PETER PAN 


POUCE QUEST 4 OPEN SEASON___ 

PREHISTOflIA _ 

...£30.99 
pyy yy 

PRIVATEER « SAP ENHANCED 


RAVENLOFT _ 

£11.99 

RED SHIFT . .. 

C49 yy 

REBEL ASSAULT.. 

canny 

RFTlIRNTnTnRK 

fad ^ 

REUNION.. 

£31 99 

RISE OF THE ROBOTS*.. 

(anoQ 

RISE OF THE ROBOTS LTD EOmOH*_ 

ROCK N ROLL DECADES_ 

...£42.99 

...£19.99 

SABRE TEAM 

£18 QQ 

SEA WOLF.. 

can on 

SAM A MAX_ 

£31 99 

SECRET OF MONKEY ISLAND. 

£31.99 

SHADOW OF THE COMET.. 

£77.99 

8HADOWCASTER . 

CMQO 

SHERLOCK HOLMES 1 _ _ 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 3 . 


SIM CITY NEW ENHANCED 

fbb bb 

SIM CITY 2000* DUE OUT FEB *9611 ____ 

TBC 

SIMON THE SORCERER. 

canon 

STAR TREK 26TH ANNI. NEW ENHANCED VERSION... 
STRIKE COMMANDER. 

..£38.99 

canon 

SPACEHULK ENHANCED__ 

...£30.99 

SPACE QUEST COLLECTION NOS 1 TO 5_ 

..£30.99 

SUPER VQA HARRIER. 

caa on 

SYNDICATE WITH REVOLT. 

£31.99 

SUBWAR V2 AND SCENARID. 

C9n TC 

TFX. . 

can oy 

THEME PARK. 

can yy 

THE ANIMALS (SAN DIEQO ZOO) NEW PRICEII_ 

..£15.99 

THE DISCOVERERS.. 

canon 

TORNADO WITH DESERT. 

can on 

TREASURE PACK 1. 

£^bb 

UFO ... 

canon 

ULTIMA UNDERWORLD 1A2. 

can QQ 

ill TIMA n. 

£44 99 

UNDER A niJJNfl MOON*_ 

can 00 

UNNECESSARY ROUBHNESS OB* 

£77.99 

WARPLANES... 

cm QQ 

WHALES AND DOLPHINS. 

can yy 

WHO SHOT JOHNNY ROCK?. 

...£38.99 

WILD PLACES*.. 

C9Q dd 

WOODSTOCK 2STH ANN... 

^bb 

WORLD BEAT_ 

£77 99 

WORLD CUP SPORTS ENCYCLOPEDIA. 

WORLD CUP USA *B4 ... 

..£27.99 

C9n QQ 

WRATH OF THE QODS__ 

can 00 

ZOOL 2---£25.99 


REMEMBER. UNLIKE SOME OTHERS ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE VAT 


WE ALSO NOW CARRY A LARGE RANGE OF ALL THE LATEST COMPUTER BOOKS AND HINT 
BOOKS. PHONE FOR THE ONES YOU WANT! 

PLEASE NOTE THAT BOOKS ARE SUBJECT TO THE NETT BOOK AGREEMENT AND PRICES ARE 

SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 

ALL BOOKS ARE CHARGED AT NEH PRICE PLUS £3.25 P&P ASK FOR CATALOGUE 

PACK 1 


PACK 2 


PACK 3 

562B CD ROM DRIVE 
SOUNDBLASTER PRO 8 BIT 
STEREO CARD AND SET OF 
TECHNOPLUS SPEAKERS 


562B CD ROM DRIVE 
SOUNDBLASTER PRO 16 BIT 
VALUE CARD AND SET OF 
TECHNOPLUS SPEAKERS 


562B CD ROM DRIVE 
MULTI CD PRO 16 CARD 
AND SET OF TECHNOPLUS 
SPEAKERS 

OUR PRICE £278.99 


OUR PRICE £290.99 


OUR PRICE £328.06 

r»i___» 

■ 


— 



CHARTBUSTERS ALL 3.5" DISKS 


...£36.99 

_TBC 

...£27.99 

...£27.99 

...£30.99 


...£25.99 


...£27.99 

...£36.99 


...£28.99 


...£27.99 

„.£40.99 


.£86.99 

.£40.99 


..£49.99 


...£40.99 


...£27.90 

...£22.99 


..£15.99 


...£36.99 


PF8 WINDOW WORKS VERY BIQ PACKAGE V2_£49.99 

PGA TOUR GOLF 466_ £27.99 

PATRICIAN__£27.99 


1942 THE PACIFIC UR WAR. 

. . C9S.M 

ATP........ 


A820 AIRBUS APPROACH TRAINER*_ 

ACES OF THE DEEP*. .. . 

_£29.91 

..f»-M 

ACES OVER EUROPE... ... 

F9t on 

ACES OVER KOREA*___ 

_£21.99 

ACROSS THE RHINE*. 

myo 

ALAnniN* . 

917M 

UIFM RRFPn 

Plain 

ALONE IN THE DARK 2_ 

.. . .CS4.flt 

AMRERMIMUI* 

nnaa 

AWARD WIHNBIS 2 GOLD ... 

ppiao 

lATTLE MIAS* .. 

094 aa 

BATriEISLES*__ 

maa 

RATTLE OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC* 

09a aa 

BLOOmiEr* ... 

09a aa 

RLUE FORCE. 

094 aa 

M»YiLOWl. . . 

090 00 

CANNON FODDER mEHTaimmmoiiAMmi 

.023 oa 

CARnHAMA_ 

d7 M 

CHAMPIOIISIIlPIIAIIAfiERniAA . 

010 00 

CHAMPIONSHIP MANABBI NEW SEASON 94*_ 

_£12.99 

CHAMPIDIitHIP HAN PUIS 04 DATA WINnoWS 

021 00 

CHAOS FMOIHF _ 

099 Of 

CnnUSATIDN. 

099 00 

CmUSATHM WMBlMIt VER_ 

090 00 

CLUl FOOTBAU. (THE MANAGER)_ 

023 00 

COLONIZATION* . ..... 

_0TOA 

com SPOT _ 

090 00 

COMHAIiCHE MAX OVER Kll 1 

090 00 

COMMANCHE MISSION DISK_ 

_£19.99 

CONSPIRACY* .. 

. 099 00 

CORRIDOR 7..... 

014 00 

CYieiSPACE. 

mob 

DnAY._. 

moo 

DAWN PATROL*. 

.090 00 

DAYOFTHETEIfTACLE 

097 00 

DELTA V* rrS A STATE OF HINDI. 

02000 

DOOM_ __F9t.M 

A SET OF DOOM WADS 44 ON 4 DISKS miLY .. 

0ii.yy 

DOOMS*.. 

024 00 

DREAMWEB*.. 

. 02BOO 

DUNSEON HACK_____ 

moo 

DUNGEON MASTER 2*. 

moo 

BJIERSCROOS THE ARENA ... 

.£29.99 

PI4 FLEET DEFBIDER.. 

090 00 

FIELDS OF GLORY .... 

091 00 

HFAINTQINAIIDIIALSaCCBI . 

moo 

FUGKTSIMB.. 

moo 

FUOHT SIM 6-SAN FRANCISCfl* SCENERY 

024 00 

FUBHTSIMB’WASHINGTOirSGEIIBIY- . . 

.084 00 

FLIGHT SIM B HEW YORK* SCENERY 

010 00 

FUOHT SIM E TAHI8- SCENERY.... 

fiyyy 

FRONUER ELITE 2.. ... 

. 09yob 

GABRIEL KNIGHT (SINS OF THE FATHERS)_ 

BARDBIER’S WORLD 3D DESIDNER 

.....JS».98 
010 00 

GOOCH'S CfliCKFT 

092 00 

BRAND PRIX FORMULA ONE 

moo 

GREAT NAVAL BATTLES 2 .. 

- 09yyf 

BUHSHIPaOM_ 

09X00 

GUNSHiPSISQ MISSION DISK_ 

_£18.91 

HAND0FFATEKYRANDIA2.. 

... .024.00 

HARPOON 2 _ CMdi 

HEIM0U111. . 

moo 

HOKUM KA^. 

mao 

INDIANA JONES FATl OF ATLANTIS ADV.. 

. 

INDY CAR TRACK PACK.. _ _ 

012 00 

JOVSTTCKS/I 

PC OPTO DIflITAL/AIIA OPTICAL*. f9y 


0 FORCE YOKE SUNCOM_ 

£49.99 

GRAVIS IBM PAD PC2ilO_ 

....£32.98 

091 00 

CAHFLIGHTSTKKANA-.. 

......£34.99 

CARFLIGHTSTICKPHOANA _ 

.....pfioey 

MERLIN ANA .. 

... £14 91 

SUPER WARRIOR 6 QS2B1_ _ 

.....£16.91 

QUICKSHOT nr QS187E4- CARO___ 

.....EM.I9 

SPSDKINGANA_ . _ 

. 010 00 

BPEEDMNG DIGI. m* m 

PC PACK 4. JOYSTICK CARD 

099 00 

DEXTRA POINT MOUSE 3 BUTTON WINS_....._ 

MOUSE OS ISO . 

....E1S.il 

—£31.91 


INDY CAR RACING.. 


INHERIT THE EARTH_ 

JIMMY WHITE'S SNOOKER.. 

nNG’SQUESTS_ 

LBNMIN6S 2_ 


UNKS DATA DISKS (CHECK COURSE)_ 

BIG HORN HEW COU^__ 


MANCHESTER UNITED PREM* 
NETAL AND LACE_ 


..£19.99 

..£20.99 


MICROMACHINES*_ 

MONKEY ISUWDI_ 

MONKEY ISLAND 2___ 

NFL FOOTBALL MKROPROSE.... 
ON THE BALL WORLD CUP.. 


ON THE BALL LEAGUE DiV*.. 
OUTPOST_ 


PACinC STRIKE SAP.. 
PATRICIAN.. 


PB)FECTGBi2* 
PETER PAN... 


PINBALL DREAMS 2 UPGRADE PACK .. 
PINBALL FANTASIES... 


POLICE QUEST 4 OPEN SEASON . 
PREMIER MANAGER 2.. 


RAIL ROAD TYCOON DELUXE_ 

REAL WORLD FOOTBALL*_ 

RED HELL.. 


...£26.99 

..£26.99 


RISE OF THE ROBOTS VGA*... 
RISE OF THE ROBOTS SVGA*. 
SAMAMAX.. 


SCRABBLE US GOLD... 

SEA WOLF_ 

SETTLERS. 


SIM cmr 2000 (MMNIRWrOlirWTK 1 ^ 
SIM CLASSICS. 


SIMON THE SORCERER. 

SOCCER no_ 

SPACE SIMULATOR.. 


..£28.90 

..£25.90 


STAR TREK 25ttlANNI_ 

STAR TBB JUDGEMENT RITES . 
STRffTFI6HTER2_ 


SUB WARS SCENARIO DISK.. 


.miB 


SYNDICATE SMndblasttr boirtt onlytl.. 

SYNDICATE DATA DISK_..... 

IFX... 


TACTICAL MANAGER_ 

THE BLUES AND GREYS. 
THEME PARK__ 


PRO SONIC 19 BIT SOUNDCARD CO INTERFACE 


£96.90 

PLEASE NOTE: ALL SOUNDCARDS AND SPEAKHIS £8.09 PAP 


TORNADO + OPBIATION DESHIT STORM_ 

TORNADO OPERATION DESERT STORM ....^_ 

UFO ENBNY UNKNOWN WINS. 

...E28.99 
....£18.19 
.023.00 

ULTIMA a . 

020 00 

ULTIMAS SAP. 

£17.99 

WING COMMANDER ARMAOA* 

may 

WORLD SUPER KART RACING* . _ 

m 00 

XWING .. 

mbo 

X WING IMPERIAL PURSUIT DATA DISK. 

£17.99 

XWWQDATA'BWING'__ 

....£17.99 

Z00L2__ 

moo 

ERIPHERALS 

SOUNDBLASTER V2 A MT HONn 

ns RA 

SOUNOBIASTHI PRO B BfT STEREO VALUE EDI 

£71.99 

80UNDBIAS1ER PRO IS BIT VALUE EDI _ 

000 yy 

SOUNDBLASTHI PRO IB MULTI CD 

..£128 97 

80UNDBLASTHI PRO IB MULTI CO + ASP. 

£161.99 

80UNDBLA8THI1BSC8I2.._. 

.£166.99 

SOUNDBLASTH) 16 SCSI 2 4- ASP__ 

£179.99 

SOUNDBLASTER AWE 39 

0990 00 

VIDE0BLASTH18E- _ 

099fiyy 

HEAD CLEANER 3112. .. 

£3.89 

ZYDEK STEREO SPEAKERS 1 WATT RMS 

029 00 

ZYDEK PRO STEREO SPEAKERS IK WATT RM2 

£61 il 

TKHN0PLU8 SPEAKERS (POWER SOUND 1 OR 2) 

£14.91 

J/8T1CK SPLITTER ONLY USE ON S/B PRO REF NO. 

ON BOARD CniBQ. 

019 00 

MIDI LEAD 2 METRE... 

02 bb 

COLAW MOUSE IN BLACK OR IVORY. 

£24.98 


* PLEASE NOTE SOME TITLES MAY NOT BE RELEASED AT PRESS DATE BUT WILL BE DESPATCHED WITHIN 
24 HRS OF RELEASE SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. PLEASE PHONE TO CHECK. 

PLEASE TELEPHONE FOR ANY TITLES NOT SHOWN AS WE CANNOT SHOW ALL TITLES AVAILABLE 

ALL TITLES CAN BE PUT ON BACK ORDER. WE HAVE NEVER DEBITED A CREDIT CARD YET 

FOR GOODS NOT SENT!! PLEASE NOTE ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT. 

PACK 4 

1 

PACK 5 


PACK 6 

562B CD ROM DRIVE 
PROSONIC 16 BIT CARD 
AND SET OF SPEAKERS 

OUR PRICE £295.99 


PANASONIC 562BCD ROM 
DRIVE TWIN SPEED PHOTO CD 
AUTOMATIC LENS CLEANING 
MECHANISM. ALL CABLES 
Includes FREE pair of speakers 

OUR PRICE £169.99 


PANASONIC 563B CD ROM DRIVE 
AS 562B BUT VyiTH DIGITAL DATA 
OUTPUT FOR VIDEO CD UPGRADE 
ALL CABLES AND ALDUS PHOTO 
STYLER SE-CD AND GROLIERS 
MULTI ENCYCLOPEDIA 

Includes FREE pair of speakers 

OUR PRICE ONLY £194.99 


5 
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Please charge my Access/VIsa No:. Valid from: 

ORDER FORM 

Please supply me with the following for . 

Computer. Name... 

Address 



Titles 

Price 







P&P 


Ltotai, 



.Postcode.. 


Tel. 


..Expiry date.. 


Businoss houn 
10am - 5pm 
Monday to Saturday 
Altar houre -i- Sundan 
Ansaphone order hotflna: 
071 381 8998 


NEXT DAY GUARANTEED 

DELIVERY AVAILABLE 
ONLY £5.00 +1ST CLASS 
POSTAGE AT COST. 


Ploase make cheoues A PO payable to RUBYSOFT (UK) LTD. 

Credit card ordtri cashad only on df^Ndcb. 

(Please note we do not make any charoe for credit card orders). Please add 
£2.55 p&p per order, £3.75 per Item for ail Europe, and ail other countries 
£4.75 per Item BfPO please add £1.50 per Item.. All prices subject to change or 
manufacturers price reviews without notice. E&OE. Please note mall order 
companies may take up to 28 days to deliver goods from receipt of orders, 
Hqwbw moM oritoR depMc^ 

Please allow for ch^ue clearance. 


owmmmm ywmtLc^^mmm 









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































OFFICIAL 
MAGAZINE 
OFIHETOPW 
PROGRAMME 
PRICE£I.99 i 




£3.00 CASH BACK WITH ANY PACK PURCHASED 


FROM PC WORLD 

THE COMPUTER SUPERSTORE 



To support the launch of BBC 
floppy diskettes simply purchase 
any type of ten packs from 
PC World Superstores, send 
your receipt and this advert to: 

Strand Europe Ltd, 
Blackbushe Business Park, 
Yateley, Camberley, 

Surrey GU17 7GE. 

and we will send you 
a cheque for £3.00 

Offer ends 31/1/95 

Not to be used in conjunction with any other special offers. 
Only one redemption per pack purchased. 


THE EFFECTIVE SOLUTION AGAINST 
THEFT AND DATA SECURITY 

This simple to install software protects 
your data from unauthorised access; 

Stop Theft! Secure System! 

PC-Bodyguard specially identifies the PC PC-Bodyguard locks out all the third party 

as belonging to you at every boot-up. intrusions - children, pranksters, mistakes and 

Without your personal code, the PC will malicious acts, preventing foreign virus-carry- 

not work, rendering it virtually unsaleable j ing programs from being introduced, 

by thieves.This is further enhanced by the Consequently, your hard disk cannot be 

visual warning stickers included and the utilised, it’s programs modified, or your data 

unique security database Security Limited corrupted by any third party, 

holds, giving instant tracing of the # Simple to install, 

true owner. % Hot-line backup. 

Protected Data! ® compatible DOS based PC’s, 

Unauthorised access to your data is prevented notebooks and laptops, 

by over six billion password variations. Unless PC Bodyguard will only protect one PC at any 

your personal password is entered, DOS will one point in time. If you wish to protect more 

not load, even if the PC is booted up from the I than one machine, it will be necessary to pur- 
floppydisk. chase the equivalent number of 

It’s sensitive hard data remains inaccessible to PC-Bodyguard’s for the number of 

strangers, competitors and thieves. machines you have. 

For your local stockist please call 0252 861000 






ADVERTISEMENT 



Cardmania 

Reviewed by Brian Paterson 

"The exciting thing about Cardmania is that it really is different. Cards! I 
thought how can you possibly make anything that isn't just a dull electronic 
rip off of the real thing? 


W ell, The Jumping Bean Co. 

really have come up trumps 
with this one. Both games in 
the package are coin-op proven and once 
you get into the games {which 
incidentally is really straight forward) 
its easy to understand how players pay 
for game after game in the arcade. 

You have a choice of two games called 
Quintoon and Pokio, the main objective 
in both games is to survive a ‘round’ and 
maximise the points 
you are given for 
making up the correct 
sort of combinations 
relevant to 
game. 

The really cool thing 
is that in Quintoon 
you have the choice of 
playing five hands at 
once, and in Pokio you try and make 
up three hands. This simple 
development totally transforms the 
standard games of Blackjack and Poker 
into something that is totally addictive. 
Just like shoot 'em ups and platforms 


you begin with a set of lives and can 
gain extra levels, and you can really rack 
up the points as you progress through 
the game as the unique ‘progress points’ 
system trips in. In layman's terms this 
means that the longer you survive the 
bigger the rewards for success. 

There's humour and action as well, with 
a choice of sixteen of the most unusual 
dealers you are ever likely to come 
across! Enhanced with some really 
bizarre spot sound 
effects. This all adds 
up to a really neat 
gameplay, and the 
very strong 

likelihood you get 
the sack for playing 
too much in working 
hours, and total 
social rejection from 
playing it too much at home. 

You could of course play in four player 
mode, keep your family, friends and 
business colleagues and compete for any 
strange side bets you may have in mind, 
like who takes the dog for a walk. 


Available on PC, from the 1st week in 
September. 

Hidden Features 

Hidden in the game are some bonus 
features. We would spoil your fun if we 
told you how to find them. 

Hint: Name a card game to get the 
hidden features. 

Hand Analysis: (Corner of the screen). 
This is a distribution analysis of the 
winning hands that have been achieved 
during the games you have played. This 
is displayed as a percentage of the hands 
played. In Pokio you will therefore be 
able to see the numbers of pairs, the 
number of straights or royal flushes etc. 
that you have achieved during your play 
sessions. In Quintoon you will be able 
to see the number of wins achieved at 
the 98 point level, and so on up to the 
105 point level. 

In this way you should be able to 
compare the effectiveness of aggressive 
or defensive play strategies. 



"Cardmania is a briliiant 
home version of currently 
each the two hottest coin-op 
amusements in Europe!" 

Wim Wouters: MD Elam Group Int. 
Coin-op distribution 


THE JUMPING BEAN CO. 


Critics Corner 


"1 play games for a living. 
Cardmania is to ordinary card 
games, what Tetris is 
to bricklaying" 

Scott Howarth 
coin-op games tester 

"Absoiuteiy terrific. We'li have 
to ban this one from the office." 

Colin Daniels ^ ^ 

MD The Music Hire Group, 

leading UK coin-op m \ 

"Cardmania is reaily 
compuisive. This two game 
package is great fun and dead 
easy to play" 

Gary Edis 

coin-op games tester 



GAME REVIEW 


ARE you SURE 


CARDMANIA 


Publisher The Jumping Bean Co. 

Telephone 0602 792838 

Price £24.99 

Format 3.5" high density disks 

TECHNICAL DETAILS 

IBM PC'S 100% and compatibles 
MS DOS 3.3 or higher, Windows OK 
Min 640K RAM 

Soundbiaster & compatibles 386-1- 
VGA 256 colour 
Hard drive required 


RATINGS 

Graphics 


Gameplay 

Originality 


Value for Money ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 


OUR VERDICT 

"What a superb deal, 
two great games for 
the price of one." 
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ADVERTiSEMENT 









































CD ROMS (Prices include postage and VAT) 
The price you see is the price you pay! 


Education/Ref 

Animals of San Diego Zoo.£49.95 

Arthurs Teacher Troubles .£39.95 

Just Grandma & Me.£39.95 

Adventures in Fairyland .£39.95 

Fatty Bear.£39.95 

Microsoft Encarta.£265.00 

Guineas World Records.£46.75 

Entertainment 

Rebel Assault.£49.95 

Kings Quest VI.£49.95 

7th Guest.£56.95 

Day of the Tentacle .£49.95 

Dracula Unleashed .£49.95 


UTILITIES 

• 10309 Magic Desk, superb menu front end 

• 10530 Automenu, super menu maker 

• 10517 Powermenu Plus, menuing & morel (2) 

• 10379 Nildram Menu System, with passwords 

9360 DBS-Kat, diskette cataloguer 
9503 Bmenu, UK menu\batch file creator 
9568 Explosive! outstanding screen blanker 
9750 Disk Duplicator, any format fast! 

12259 Easy Format, for easy formatting 

• 10400 Flexi-Back Plus, for safe back-ups 

9854 LQ, famous dot matrix print enhancer 
12272 integrity Master, anti-virus tool (2) 

9412 McFee’s anti-virus toolkit (2) 

• 9932 PKLite, great .exe file compressor 

• 9438 PKMenu, front end menu for PKZip etc 

• 10023 PKZip\PKUnzip, file compression utils 

9880 MaxIform, more disk space formatter 

DESKTOP ACCESSORIES 

9516 Ample Notice, appointments manager 
11908 BlacqueBook, for addresses\tele nos 
11921 Business Calculator, for the finance man 
11934 Calendar Mate, caiender\scheduler\tickler 
6929 Ticklex, appointments & more (3.5" only) 
8047 Calendar Keeper, calendar database 
12220 Desk Commando, menus + desk top tools 
11947 Dr Memory, for appointments & events 
12207 Early Bird, UK calendaiAtickler etc 
7280 Time Lord, UK personal organiser 
12077 Friday, TSR calendar\organiser 
11986 Organise, memos, events, appointments 
11960 FSCalc, pop-up calculator 

ASTRONOMYNRADIO 

14508 ACE, mapper, ephemeris & database 
14534 Deep Space, star maps, planets etc 
13737 Night Sky, star mapper & plotter (2) 

13740 Skyglobe,high resolution star gazer! 

13746 Solar, sun eclipse predictor 
8801 Amateur Radio Log 
8013 SuperMorse, morse tutorial collection 

COMMUNICATIONS 

15314 Teiemate 15301 Eaziiink 

• 15431 Odyssey (2) 15379 QModem(2) 

15353 Easy Dial, directory \telephone dialler 
15457 EazihostBBS 15483 Sapphire BBS 

15470 Wildcat BBS (2) 15496 RBBS(2) 

SPREADSHEETS & STATISTICS 

• 1014 AsEasyAsV5.5 1027 Expresscalc (2) 
1131 Pivot & 1092 Onside, printing utils 

1196 Promatheus, mathematician’s calculator 

• 1066 KwikStat, comprehensive stats package 
3588 Arcus-Pro il, top UK stats program (3) 

1118 PC-Stat, statistical reports program 
3601 Microstats, fast statistical analysis 

3614 Survey, for questionnaire analysis 
3637 Easistat\plot, analysis & graphing (2) 

3630 Mathspiot, define/plots functions 
3633 Zgraf, create/print maths graphs 
3636 Confusion & Light, fractal gnerator 
3639 Recursive Realm, fractal system 
3642 Mandelbrot Magic, generator 


Shareware 

Libris Britannia 3, Superb! Latest edit.£36.95 

Windows Heaven, 600 MB! Menu driven ....£16.95 

Windoware, icons games utilities.£16.95 

Too Many Typefonts, Truetype, Adobe etc £17.95 

Clipart Goliath, 10,000 gifs/tiffs.£17.95 

Shareware Heaven 2, a complete library! ...£17.95 
Heaven Adventures, giant games library!...£16.95 

Learning Heaven, educational programs.£16.95 

Cookbook Heaven, 20,000 recipes & more £16.95 

Clipart Heaven, PCX/TIF/BMP images.£16.95 

Solar Heaven, astronomy & astrology.£16.95 

Straight from Heaven, Bible versions.£16.95 

Ham Radio 3.£16.00 

Dictionaries & Languages. £16.95 


DATABASES 

• 4381 PC-File V5, powerful best seller (4) 

• 3042 PC-File V7, new graphical interface(4) 

• 4264 File Express, powerful menu-driven (3) 

3029 Fastfile, fast, small & easy 

4251 DLite, pop-up desk top database! 

• 4303 Information Please! freeform text etc 
4368 Wampum, dBase 3 compatible database 

• 4433 Zephyr, Fox-pro compatible database(3) 

4212 Cardex Rotary File, simple to use 
4225 Data Pal, ideal listMabel manager 
4290 Freeform, easy data entry\retrieval 
4238 PickDB, easy beginners database 

• 1820 DtsEARCH, doc search\ retrieval program 
4641 DBF Magindex,(UK) papers, mags etc 
4602 DBF Mailist, (UK) mailer & labels 

4615 DBF Papers, (UK) for scientific lit. 

4563 Scraps, super random info manager 
4576 JEPRS, bibliographic database system 
4589 BIBL, bibliographic database system 
4537 Research, evidenceVesearch database 
12051 Useful Notes, pop-up info manager ‘ 

BUSINESS ACCOUNTING 

• 5239 MS-Cashflow Calculator (UK) 

• 4904 MS-Point of Sale Invoicing (UK) 

• 4305 MS-Inventory Manager, & invoicing too! 

• 4306 MS-Hiring Manager, equipment rental\hire 

• 4307 MS-Club Manager, Membership & invoicing 

• 4308 Car Sales Manager, for the car showroom 

• 4309 MS-Vehicle Maint remlnder\mailer\database 

• 4210 EasIBook, room rental manager 
5252 Cashflow Accounting 

5369 Depreciation Calculator 

• 5005 Freeway Ledgermaster, latest version(3) 

• 5018 Freeway Cashbook, easy to use (3) 

• 5031 Freeway PAYE-Ma8ter,UK flexible (2) 

• 5057 Page Financial Controller, powerful (2) 

• 7891 Profitability, accounting & job costing 

• 7865 COBOS Accounts, a UK best seller 
6097 PC'Budget, home\small business accounts 

• 5642 Invoicemaster, accounting & inventory 

PERSONAL FINANCE 

• 5941 Home Finance Companion UK, superb! 
6058 Loan Payment Calculator 

• 6253 Page Cheque Manager, home\business 
6097 PC-Budget, home\business accounts 

• 6279 Trinity, UK home accounts 
6305 Personal Portfolio Manager 
5928 Capital Gainz, portfolio manager 
6292 Share Genius, UK share tracker 
5668 Noyes Investment Ledger 
7816 Wall Street,investment tracker 

GENEALOGY 

• 8034 Brothers Keeper, V5.0 latest version (3) 

• 8645 Trees II, proven UK package 

8710 Family History (2) 8684 Genie Genie (2) 
8216 Rootsmaster 8647 Family Ties 
8243 Family Scrapbook (2) 9256 Cumberland 
Tree 

8671 Pedigree, for pet owners\breeders 

9269 Robinsons Animal Genealogy collection 


HOME & HOBBY 

9204 Knitwear Sweater Designer, hand\machine 
8021 BABY! 12,000 names list 

• 8723 Organise! your book collection 

• 8765 Organise! your record collection 

• 9009 Organise! yor classical records 

• 9282 Organise! your photographs 

• 8749 Coin Collector • 8827 Video Collector 

• 8996 Stamp Collector • 8762 Recipe Collector 

• 8736 Club Membership • 8554 Home Contents 
9074 Birdbase, for birdwatching enthusiasts 
9022 Matchmaker, sports league\match maker 
8918 Football Forecaster, UK pools program 
8840 Punters Pal, UK racing form analysis 

8879 Golf Performance analyser 
8658 Cricket Master, cricket scorer\database 
8567 Meal Master, recipe database 
8151 Personal Nutrltionalist, diet analyser 
8268 The Better Diet Analyser 
9035 Foodease, UK nutrition\food\diet\ 
recipe database, great new arrival! 

8931 Edna’s Cookbook 8788 Winemaker 
8606 Book Librarian 8203 Resume Master 
9217 Astromart, astrological chart maker 
9230 Astro, astrological analysis program 
9807 Book of Changes, I Ching 
9178 By the Numbers, numerology 
9139 Personal Tarot 9126 Mayan Calendar 
8060 CD-Master, CD\tape indexer etc 
8073 Coinbase 2.3, collectors database 
8036 Collector, collectibles database 
8177 Postbase, stamp collection manager 
8619 Photo Equipment Database 
8281 VC Library, video cataloguer 
8138 Household Register, home inventory 
8853 Vino:Flle, for the wine cellar 
8944 Bible Reader (4) 

8000 Noyes Chess Grader 

8003 Omnimeal, meal planning\cooking 

8006 CompuChef, reclpe\meal managemwnt 

WORD PROCESSING ETC 

2717 BREEZE, powerfulVeasy new WP 

• 1911 Galaxy-Lite, best selling WP 
2587 Wordmaster, easy to use WP 

• 2769 PC-Write Standard WP, latest (4) 

• 2743 PC-Type, major WP system (4) 

• 2288 PC-WrIte Lite, new version (2) 

1690 20-20, Large type WP 

2080 KwlkWrIte, executive WP 
2119 EDT, scientific word processor 
2808 Intext, multi-lingual WP 
2821 RGB-Tech Writer, technical WP 
1755 TV Script producer 
2418 Screenplay Formatter 
2834 Sharespell, ASCII spellchecker 
2054 Jor] Dictionary, (3.5” disk only) 

2253 Readability Plus, style analyser 
2548 Thesaur Plus, for elusive words 

BUSINESS-GENERAL 

• 7241 MS-Property Letting System, new 
7579 ProQuote, UK estimates\quotes (2) 

6812 ZlPO, UK superb contact manager 

• 7618 ESP, UK powerful contact mgr (3) 

7524 AIM, delegated tasks tracker 

6617 AppTRAK, applicant\jobs tracker 
7631 Perbase, UK personnel database 
7644 SBase, UK staff attendance system 
6630 AttendX, attendanceMeave monitor 
6656 Contact Plus, contact\client manager 
6669 Costbiz, job cost program 
6877 Easy Project, project management 
6890 Optima, project management tool 
6734 MT-Tracker, client\project tracker 
6942 Formgen\FormFill, forms designer (2) 

6773 PC-Mechanic, workshop repairs manager 
6747 Pay-UP! invoicing\customer DBMS 
6786 PC-Shift, job shift scheduler 


Fax is Fast! Fax your credit card orders to 081-776 8477 





























ENSIGN 


Titles for 
Business 
Leisure , 
Pleasure 


3.5” Shareware ^ 
disks for PC’s from only 


7007 Personnel Supervisor, database 
6799 Powerquote, quotation\invoicing system 
6994 Professional Scheduler 
7033 Reservation Assistant, resource manager 
6825 Sales-Biz, sales tracker 
7059 Service Call Manager 
• 7592 SuperStock, UK inventory manager 
7567 Hotel & Public House Inventory 
7670 Price Search, customers\prices database 
7683 Price Tracker,suppliers\prices\clients 
7696 Plant Maintenance, equipment & plant (2) 
7696 FAR, (UK) fixed assets register 
6903 Taskman, task & project tracker 
6916 Taskmaster, project manager 
6838 TBS Vehicle Maintenance system 
7111 Work Queue, task\project\staff scheduler 
7772 Courier, outstanding UK mailing database 
7748 Label Magic, graphic label generator 
8541 Images, pro Photographers database 
7215 Magazine, produce elecronic magazine 
6643 Catalogue, make electronic catalogue 

WiNDOWS2 PROGRAMS 

ActionList 200, personal time manager 
Calfacts GCSE Physics Tutor 
Caltest GCSE General Science 
Drag & View, outstanding file manager 
Smart Accounts, UK for home & business 
TopDrawer, superb new drawing program 
Smartest Plus, superb disk cataloguer 
MoneySmIth, home\ business accounts 
Above & Beyond, task scheduler etc 
Parity, stock charting\tech analysis 
HI-FInance, menu driven finance tools 
PC-Pro|ect, critical path mangmnt tool 
Wynfields, powerful relational database 
Windows Reminder, graphical time mngmnt 
Address Manager, addresses\auto-dialler 
WinCheck, cheque account manager 
Astral Windows, popular astrology prog 
Chartist, create org\flow charts etc 
Chemical, molecular modelling program 
Chess for Windows 

Draughts for Windows Mahjongg for Windows 
Wlnspell, spell checker Pools Plan, be a winner 
Winfract, Windows version of Fractinct 
TommySoftCAD, CAD\De8ign program 
Paint Shop-Pro, image edit\conv€rior 
Graphics Workshop for Windows 
FontShow, font viewer\cataloguer 
Weights & Measures, speedy convertor 
Whoop-lt-UP, sound utility Win 3.1 

FUN & GAMES 

Arcade Games: 

Games Bumper Pack NO 1. comprising 
Commander Keen I, Commander Keen II, Duke 
Nukem, Captain Comic, Arctic Adventure, 
Crystal Caves, Wolfensteln 3D,Dark Ages, 
Paganitzu, Pharoahs Tomb AND Cosmos 
Adventures. Eleven top games 
all for £15.99 (titles also sold separately) 

Keen Dreams Rescue Rover 

Doom (3) Duke Nukem 11 (2) 

Caverns of Kroz Kingdom of Kroz 


Monument of Mars Return to Kroz 

Ford Simulator 11 Ford Simulator ill 
Hexxagon Major Stryker 

Jill of the Jungle Corncob 3-D 

Jetpack Dare to Dream 

Monster Bash (1.44MB) Kens Labyrinth (1.44mb) 
Solar Winds Jetpack 

Simulation Games: 

Bumper Games Pack NO. 2 comprising Grand 
Prix, Goal!, Sticky Wicket, World Cup Cricket, 
Railroad Simulation, Rockstar, Bass Tour, 

Bass Class, PC-Pro Golf, Soccer. Ail 10 GAMES 
FOR £12.50! (Titles also sold separately) 

War Games: 

Bumper Games Pack NO 3. Battle for Atlantis, 
Scorched Earth, Global Warfare, Napeolonic 
Battles, Battle of Midway, Battleground WW Hi, 
Frigate, 

Big 3 WW ll,World Empire, War of the Mages. 
ALL 10 GAMES FOR £12.50! (Titles also sold 
separately). 

Text Adventures: 

Avaricus Hugo III 

Colossal Cave Hugo 11 
Misc\Wordgames 

Crossword Creator Crossword Solver 
Namegram, anagram generator 
CrIsCros, crossword generator (2) 

Go!, exciting oriental strategy game 
Biackcjack, good graphics Patience Games Pack 
Powerchess, challenging ! Chess Tutor 
Mahjongg Cribbage 

Bridgepal, the Bridge tutorial 

EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE 

Preschool\Primary: 

• Hooray for Henrietta VGA 

• Henriettas Books of Spells VGA 
Count & Add 

ABC Funkeys, 2-5 toddlers delight! 

Amy’s First Primer Andy’s Word games 
Berts Dinosaurs, kids colouring program 
Berts African Animals, kids colouring program 
Berts Christmas for kids, another in the series! 

• Animated Maths Animated Memory Game 
Animated Shapes Animated Alphabet 
Word Gallery, word\picture matching game 
Multiplication Primer, tables learner 
The Driller, arithmetic drill for youngsters 
Snakes, fun sums for Kids 
Tell the Time Kid Games 
Junior: 

Maths Workout, all age maths driller 
Maths Castle, arithmetic skills game 
Word Rescue Spellbound 

Maths Rescue Adventure Maths 

Word Games Collection for juniors 
Monarch, UK monarchs quiz\database 
Flags, of the world plus a quiz 
Googol Review, math games compendium 
Googol Maths Games, plus test & tutorial 
Animal Quest, food chain ecology game 
Childrens graphics, drawing & colouring 
Mighty Maths, table tutor & test mode 





.00 


per disk (or less > see offers) 


including postage and VAT 


5.25 users 


please telephone 




Punctuate, interactive grammar turor 
Balloon Speller, three spelling games 
Spelling Bee, vocabulary builder 
Weekly Speller, spelling tutor, 

Senior: 

Chronos, historical datesVelationships 

Calfacts GCSE Physics V4.0 
Calfacts GCSE Mathematics (self tutors) 
Calfacts Computer Studies 
Caltest GCSE integrated Science 
Senior Physics Facts, hypertext tutorial 
Algebrax, interactive algebra tutorial 
Calculus Tutor Electronics Tutot 

German GCSE French GCSE 
Activities & notes for Literature: 

(one disk each title), Of Mice & Men, 

Merchant of Venice, Lord of the Flies, 
Romeo & Juliet, Macbeth 
Miscellaneous: 

PC-AI, tutorial & instruction composer 
PREP, question authoring system 
Q & A Study, testing\quiz compiler 
Quizmaster, create & play quizzes 
Testwriter, test writing program 
Capworld, geography trivia game 
Trivia Quiz, complete your own quiz 
DOS Users Guide, great on-line aid 
PC-Glossary, computer terms explained 
Pc Musician, PC music writer 
Pianoman, compile & edit tunes 
Noteworthy, write & print music 
Typing Tutors: 

Pc-Fastype, Touch Typing Tutor, Type-trek 

(each title consist of one disk) 

GRAPHICS\CAD\DTP 

Envision, outstanding graphics DTP (2) 
Neopaint, renowned painting\drawing program 
Circuit Designer PC Schematic 
Fractinct, famous fractal viewer 
Postmaster, the poster maker 
PrIntPartner, for banners, signs and calenders 
Thedraw, ANSI graphics file creator 
Draft Choice, easy to use CAD system 
EEDRAW, ideal for electronic schematics 
PC Draft Cad, full powerful CAD program 
Dancad 3D, wire frame graphics 
Flodraw, produce flow charts\org charts 
PC Graphit, for easy graph production 
Turbopaint, painting and drawing 
Fingermaps, line\map drawing 
Alchemy, image file format convertor 
Vuimage,gif\tif viewer & more 
QuickTitles, Large ANSI fonts 
Giphex, gif\pcx file convertor 




No stamp needed (UK only excluding Isle of Man) 

Send your order and cheques payable to: 

ENSIGN SYSTEMS (PPC) 
FREEPOST LONDON SE26 5BR 

* DISK CATALOGUE (send 90p in stamps) 

* SPECIAL OFFER - Choose 12 Disks for only £24.00 or 18 Disks for only £36.00! 

* We supply Registered Versions too! 

Titles marked thus (•) are readily available. Ring for latest prices. 

* Note: Some titles contain more than 1 disk (see bracket). Price is per disk. 
Shareware programs are supplied on an evaluation basis. 

To continue using a program separate payment to the author is required. 


OUR PRICES 

Single disk prices as follows: 




Disks £ Free 

Ordered Cost Disks 

3 disks 8.80 

4 disks 11.00 

5 disks 12.50 

6 disks 14.75 

7 disks 17.65 

8 disks 20.00 2 

9 disks 22.50 2 

10 disks 25.00 2 

12-24 disks - See special offers 
28 -h disks - 1.85 Each 
All prices inclusive of VAT & Postage 


Credit Card Order Line > 081-778 2871 8am ’til late! 



























Warning; 

Using this software can 
turn your fingers green 


Many of us have visions of creating our own 
dream garden. 

Yet because there’s so much involved, the 
nearest we ever come is edging the lawn in a 
squiggly line and throwing in a few hardy 
perennials. 

Now, thanks to BBC Gardeners’ World 3D 
Designer from Europress Software, we can all 
become budding Capability Browns. 

This revolutionaiy new program simply pops 
up on your PC screen, recreating your.garden 
in glorious 3D colour. 

Then just let your imagination run wild as 
you try out an infinite number of designs - 
from adding a splash of spring daffs here to 
introducing a rose arbour there. 

It includes a veritable encyclopedia of plants 
with English and Latin names and full blown 
descriptions and tips on the conditions they 
thrive in. 

It’ll even stop you planting in the wrong 
spots, so you’ll never end up with wilting sweet 


williams or drooping dahlias. 

So clip the coupon to find out more about 
3D Designer from Europress Software. It’ll 
bring a whole new dimension to your 
garden. 

• See your new garden in glowing colour - 
long before you sow any seeds or plant any 
shmbs 

• View it through the seasons and watch your 
trees and shmbs mature over the years. 

• Gives you a Things To Do list with seasonal 
tips to keep your garden immaculate. 

• Warning bleep prevents you pla'nting in the 
wrong spot. 

• Print out your garden plan for easy 
reference. 

• Recommended Retail Price Only £19-99 


e 


UrOPRESS 


SOFTWARE 


CREATIVE LIFESTYLE 



For more details 
ring 0625 859333, 
or return this coupon. 



Yes -1 want to design my dream garden. 

Please send me more details about 3D Designer Today. 

NAME:_ 

ADDRESS:_ 


POSTCODE: 


TEL: 


PCH/1194 


Return to: Europress Software, Freepost, 

Europa House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield SKIO 4BY 
or Telephone 0625 859333- 


®Europress Software 1993- BBC logotype 


®BBC 1987. Licensed by BBC Enterprises Ltd. Gardeners’ World wordmark, the BBC logotype and ’BBC are trademarks of the British 














































TOM LANDRY STRATEGY FOOTBALL - DELUXE EDITION ■ GAMES ARENA 


Tom Landry Strategy 
Football =iB@ 


S urprising though it may be, 

there was actually football life 
before John Madden’s Football cor¬ 
nered the action end of American Football 
sims. Thanks to its stats-driven nature, the 
game is a natural to simulate on a com¬ 
puter and, of late, the best PC proponent 
has probably been Sierra/Dynamix’s Front 
Page Sports Football. 

The trouble is that all the johnny come 
lately titles require you to have a mod¬ 
icum of brain and a maximum of brawn - 
or skill with the joystick to put it another 
way. It’s been a long time coming, but the 
fight back by the strategy side of the sport 
has arrived with the deluxe edition of Tom 
Landry Football, from Stateside company. 
Merit. 

If you didn’t know, Tom Landry was 
the record setting head coach of the Dallas 
Cowboys. Unfortunately, he hung around 
until senility set in, so when the club was 
bought by a Texan oil millionaire - and 
are they ever anything else - he was 
promptly chucked out into retirement. It 
doesn’t make for a great endorsement, but 
that’s a pity because the game has a num¬ 
ber of quality features. 

You can tell this game has developed 
over a couple of years because, by and 
large, the interface is clear, uncluttered 
and intuitive. The only head scratching 
comes when trying to run a season, but 
it’s easy enough when figured out. 

That’s one of the playing options - take 
control of any of the teams for a season, or 
a one-off game, including head-to-head 
against a friend via serial link or modem. 
A word of warning, because of the time 
taken for each person to select their plays, 
games can last between two and three 
hours. Playing the computer is much 
quicker. 

For those who fancy as quick bout and 
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Ah, maybe I should have listened 
to Landry - two yards is not 
what I had in mind 


The team editor allows players' 
names and stats to be altered 
to reflect current team rosters 

don’t have a lot of time, the scenario 
editor can be used to set up a two 
minute scoring drive, or a 10 
minute game for that matter. 

The teams have players rated at the 
skill positions - and the editor 
package can be used to change 
names and ratings of every 
thing - while the offensive 
and defensive lines them¬ 
selves are rated. i 

Pay attention to the 
penalty ratings of teams too, 
because a high one can literally 
make a game a complete struggle 
no matter how good the team. Of 
course, you could always turn the 
penalty option off before playing - but 
that’s cheating. 

The play calling screens are nicely pre¬ 
sented, again without unnecessary clutter, 
and the mouse-driven interface is slick and 
enjoyable to use. The various elements of 
an offense - in particular - and defense are 
arranged to be clicked on. What’s very 
impressive is that you can fine tune each 
play. Take the offense. First up you fancy a 
pass play so you select Run & 
Shoot. The available players to pass 
change to reflect that in this forma¬ 
tion there is no tight end, so you go 
back and select Pro Set. 

Now you can set men in motion, 
alter the routes of any of the 
receivers to hide the route of 
the person you are going to throw 
to. The man highlighted when 
you click on GO is the intended 
receiver. The fact that you can fid¬ 
dle with the pre-set routes in plays 
is hugely impressive - in fact I’ve 
never seen this in any other football 



The graphics aren’t brilliant, 
but they’re good enough to 
illustrate the action 

game. The defense is nowhere as 
sophisticated, but the blitzing 
options are handled just as well. 
The idea is to give the player on 
offense more time and 
choice rather than the 
defender. Plays selected, 
the action screen comes 
up with a side-on view of 
the proceedings - men 
running here and there. 
Just sit and watch because 
this is strategy, not a joy- 
stick game. 

The graphics, while 
mi having more a cartoon feel 
than those in Madden or 
FPS Football Pro, serve their purpose 
admirably because you can actually watch 
where the play is developing and see the 
result - the animation in FPS Football Pro 
is its downfall. Sampled sounds and music 
accompany the action, and should 
announcements, like the dreaded Penalty^ 
have to be made, a gruff American tells 
you the outcome. 

While I would have liked college draft 
and trading options - though with the edi¬ 
tor you can accurately edit the league to 
reflect real off-season changes - I do have 
one real bug bear with the program. 
Punting. The computer teams can drop a 
61 yard punt, out of bounds on your one 
yard line. Your punters just blindly kick it 
up the middle which ain’t fair! 

That aside, even the fact that you don’t 
get a real-time clock doesn’t matter 
because the time out options are handled 
supremely well. Tom Landry may be a 
washed out ex-coach, but the game carry¬ 
ing his name is a sophisticated and enjoy¬ 
able exercise in mental combat. Q33 



Publisher 

Merit Studios 

Telephone 

091-385 7755 

Price 

£29.99 

Format 

Floppy 


PC 

286 

Total memory 

1Mb 

Sound support AdLib, SoundBlaster 

Control 

Mouse 

Hard drive 

3Mb 


Front Page Sports Football Pro 


Sierra 

Reviewed Feb ’93 

Verdict 75% 

Weighty, long 
winded strategy 
element, average 
arcade play 

Unnecessary Roughness 


Accolade 

Reviewed Apr ’94 

Verdict 90% 

Not John Madden 
but still the best 
action game 

RATIM^S 

GRAPHICS 


SCljND 


LONGEVITY 


GAMEFIAY 



PC home 

VERDICT 


“Slick and 

entertaining strategy 
game with numerous 
innovative touches 
plus a neat two- 
player option” 

78 % 


PC HOME November 1994 
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Skim the surface of the oceans and let rip with those lasers 



Reviewed by Pete Hawley 


T here was a game, many moons 
ago, that promised so much and 
delivered very little. It went by the 
name of Epic. The numerous demos band¬ 
ed about at the time on the Amiga and PC 
set the hype machine rolling for one of the 
biggest, most impressive space combat 
simulators of all time, or so we thought. 

Then it actually turned up and, to be 
honest, it just looked and played like it had 
been rushed. It was one of the all time big 
disappointments in gaming history. 
Inferno is the long awaited sequel which 
has received an equal amount of hype and 
promised to deliver the goods that Epic 
failed to demonstrate. Have the DID boys 
done well or are we going to be left flat at 
the side of the road by the great steam 
roller of hype again? 

All news of Inferno seemed to dis¬ 
appear for a while and none of us 
were too sure when it was going to 
arrive or how it was shaping up. This 
was a good move by Ocean - just as 
we were expecting it to turn into 
another Rise of the Robots it magical¬ 
ly appeared on our desks for review. 

I cautiously closed my CD loading 



AAARGGHH! it’s game over and 
my eyeballs are popping out 


thing I expected. 1 still can’t make my 
mind up if it works, but hey let’s not get 
take this too seriously. 

After the introductory speech is over 
and done with, and it does take some time, 
you move on to select the first planetary 
area to defend. 

There are three styles of plot and game- 
play to follow, each varying in difficulty 
and depth. 

Evolutionary mode is great if you’re the 
type of person who likes to fly around 
ignoring orders and just blasting every¬ 
thing in sight. Inferno evolves around the 
way you play. Obviously, if you fly too far 


tray and sat back. The 3-D rendered intro¬ 
duction is very similar to the demo anima¬ 
tion we’ve all seen on countless cover 
mounts but now it’s been padded out and 
has received the full treatment: Digital 
audio sound, speech, CD audio and a 
linked story line to boot. 

The hero makes his way to the com¬ 
mand room complete with his famous size 
36 boots, where the chief waits to feed him 
info about the current situation in the 
galactic struggle against the Rexxon 
empire. Yes, the evil Rexxons have 
returned from their rather shoddy appear¬ 
ance in Epic to really cause some trouble 
and spoil things for fun loving folk every¬ 
where. 

The graphical appearance of Inferno up 


to this point gives the impression of a very 
mean and dark, foreboding future that you 
expect to be continued by the unfolding 
dialogue and plot. 

Wrong! What follows during your con¬ 
versations with the 
chief is something 
resembling a Monty 
Python sketch. Plenty 
of over the top 
English Charles 
‘Charley’ Charles 
accents and very 
tongue in cheek chit 
chat which is the last 


“Have the DID boys done well or 
are we going to be left flat at 
the side of the road by the great 
steam roller of hype again?” 
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What do you mean you want to scan 
my retina. Who do you think you are? 




It’s all over, and only a handful of Cyber babes stand 
between the human race and the Rexxon empire 



If you’re not very good, this fat bloke will 
take over the Universe - scarey stuff 


How does he work the brakes and clutch 
in that ship with those Cyber wellies on? 


from the course of the main goals you 
won’t last too long but it’s great fun. 

The Director’s cut is the full blown, no 
punches pulled campaign where every shot 
and every decision counts for something 
later on. After each successful mission you 
will be called back to base and informed, at 
some length, about the unfolding plot and 
your overall performance. 

Arcade mode is for the kind of game- 
player who is lazy and just can’t be both¬ 
ered getting the full benefit from such a 
classy piece of software. It’s just a simpli¬ 
fied version of the main game if you 
haven’t got the time or patience to get 


stuck into the real thing and each plane¬ 
tary area is tackled one at a time in any 
order you desire. 

Wipe out 

AND so on to the main state of play. 
Combat takes place in three main areas: 
Space warfare. Planetary combat and 
Interior. When a Space mission begins you 
blast off from the humans’ mothership 
into deep space and are immediately fed 
co-ordinates to your Nav computer for the 
designated area to defend or wipe out 
Rexxon pests. 

When a few Rexxon craft have been 


atomised, new mission details are beamed 
aboard your ship. Rexxon craft have entered 
the NavCom satellite, penetrate and defend 
from within. Ooh, that sounds a bit excit¬ 
ing. Tapping D as you approach the satellite 
initiates the docking procedure. 

From the entry doors of the satellite a 
series of boxes are projected and create 
your designated entry tunnel. You can 
either fly in and get loads of points 
or hit the Auto navigation mode one 
and sit back with a cup of tea and 
watch. More on the Navigation modes later. 

Once inside it’s time to engage in a spot 
of internal combat through the 


labyrinthine corridors of the various sta¬ 
tions. An automap displays the corridors 
and other areas of the station and it’s up to 
you which course to take to obliterate the 
Rexxon pest. 

Once the satellite has been cleared of 
danger you may be asked to leave and con¬ 
tinue the fight outside. So you weave back 
to the exit point and fly through the bay 
doors to take on more fighters and more 
plasma. But what’s this? The Rexxons have 
flown down to the planet surface to con¬ 
centrate their firepower on the human 
ground defences. It’s time for some plane¬ 
tary action. 

Slamming the throttle up to full speed the 
computer automatically initiates planetary 
approach. The ship enters the planet atmos¬ 
phere and control is handed back to you. 

When you head downwards the ship 
emerges from the clouds and you can see 
the surface and the battle raging below - 
absolutely stunning stuff, but the joyride 
doesn’t end here. You can enter ground 
stations and attack Rexxons on your terms 
or crash beneath the waves and glide 
through the undercurrents of the ocean for 
a surprise attack. 

During combat in the various areas, 
quite a few options are available to suit 
your flying and combat abilities. The flight 
controls, navigation and combat couldn’t 
be simpler. The easiest way to play is using 
the mouse. 

The left button accelerates, the right 
button decelerates and both buttons slam 
the anchors on like you wouldn’t believe. 
Put it this way: It’s a good job 
you’re wearing a seat belt or you’d 
be space sludge in seconds. 

You have a choice of nine 
weapons and a variety of power 
ups to aid mission longevity. 
Return toggles the various 
weapons and the space bar 
fires, easy: Three lasers, 
three types of torpedo, a cluster weapon 
and the ultimate weapon the Megadeth. 

The autopilot has three modes each one 
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Time to select the next planet 
to rescue from oblivion 




The arcade view on the 
water planet Hydra Verdi 





Dive beneath the waves to avoid the 
nasty intentions of the evil Rexxons 


The virtual cockpit helps when you’re 
locking on to swift Rexxon fighters 


assigned to a particular type of flight. 
Navigation one guides you into space and 
ground stations when you have to fly 
around inside them to destroy Rexxons or 
wipe out the station by taking out the core 
power supply. 

Navigation two is an absolute must. 
You can still fly around in the normal way 
but whenever a Rexxon craft comes into 
view the Nav mode locks on to the target 
and it’s your job to blast it out of the sky. 

This may sound like it detracts from the 
combat sequences but it just makes life 
easier and you do have the option of tak¬ 
ing over manual control at any time. This 
comes in handy when you need to break 
off an attack on a Rexxon fighter to lock 
on to a passing alien mothership. 

Navigation three is what you would 
expect from an auto pilot. Pressing N calls 


up the navigation map of the immediate 
mission area and a marker for each item of 
importance. Any co-ordinates fed to the 
cockpit screen during play appears on this 
Nav map too and a swift click on the 
desired co-ordinate automatically marks 
the map. Just so you know what you’re 
looking for, left clicking on the point will 
zoom into the area and display your desti¬ 
nation in rather splendid 3-D. 

Fine details 

One thing I like to see in a game is atten¬ 
tion to detail - the little things that aren’t 
essential but make all the difference: 
Rexxon ships set ablaze by a wing shot and 
smoke billowing from the wounded ship. 
The damaged craft eventually falls from 
the sky after numerous laser burns and 
you can follow it down from the clouds 
and actually see it splash 
down in the sea or if you’re in 
space watch as it explodes 
into dust. 

The ability to go anywhere 
and do anything is one of 
Inferno’s stronger points 
along with brilliant game 
structure and cinematic 
sequences that blend in so 
well with the rest of the game. 
The light sourced cockpit 
doesn’t have to be in there but 
it’s a nice touch and the abili¬ 
ty to play either a complicated 
campaign based simulation or 


an ultra smooth arcade style game makes it 
attractive to lovers of any style. 

I was slightly disappointed by the inside 
of the space stations and ground bases. 
While they are initially breathtaking and 
flying down those corridors isn’t exactly 
Flight Sim 5, they look very samey and 
that spoilt the realism a little. 

Inferno has also been called the first 
true union of the game and music indus¬ 
tries with the use of the Goth rockers Alien 
Sex Fiend soundtrack. But there isn’t sight 
or sound of Gothic music anywhere - just 
45 minutes of varying music styles and 
tempos. The music plays in the back¬ 
ground as you fight and the various tunes 
change to suit the pace of the battles and 
state of play. 

This is by far the best CD audio track 
heard on any title and hopefully this is a 
good sign for the future of CD-based 
games. It’s that good you might even want 
to play the tracks normally on any audio 
CD, as long as you don’t play track one, of 
course. 

Dante’s Inferno stated “The seventh 
circle of hell is reserved for those that had 
the ability to prevent evil but did nothing” 
and this is essentially the plot. You have 
the firepower and technology to prevent 
the Megalomania of the Rexxon empire 
destroying humankind but whether you 
do or not is entirely up to you. Play it for 
laughs or play it with determination 
through to the end - either way you won’t 
be disappointed, it’s a gem. UU 




Collect battle pods to restore lost 
shields, energy and weapons 
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COMPAa 486 sx 2 66 MHz/ 


The Compaq Presario 660 is the perfect PC choice for 
either the home or office. 

Compaq is renowned for its industry leading advanced 
design and quality build. The Presario 660 incorporates a 
high performance, 66mhz 486sx2 upgradeable micropro¬ 
cessor, capable of handling the most advanced applications. 
The 1024x768 resolution Local BUS graphics produce 
bright, crisp screen images on the 14" S-VGA colour monitor 
and, gives access to a vast palette of colours. 

The 660 comes with a range of software (see below), pre¬ 
installed on the 200Mb hard disk drive. Microsoft Works for 
Windows provides database, spreadsheet and word 
processing - the most important everyday computing tools. 
Microsoft Publisher, a powerful desktop publishing package, 
enables you to design professional quality newsletters, 
brochures and other documents. Plus, for fun, Microsoft 
Golf, the popular computer game is also included in 
the package. 


SOFTWARE INCLUDED 

PRE-INSTALLED 




MS-WORKS FOR WINDOWS v3.1 
MS-DOS v6.2 MS-PUBLISHER v2.0 

• MS-WINDOWS v3.1 < COMPAQ WELCOME, 

• TABWORKS CONTROL & 

• MS-GOLF LEARNING CENTRES 


4Mb RAM 

200Mb HD 

Approx 400Mb with Double Space 

14“ S-VGA 

Colour Monitor 

.28mm Dot Pitch MPRII 

Local Bus Graphics 
3 Free Expansion Slots 
Plug & Play 
Software see left 


£ 

999 

CPQ 4566 
-F MON 2782 

L+vat= 

£ 1173 . 83 ) 



COMPAa MULTIMEDIA SYSTEMS/ 



PRESARIO CDS 520 


INTEGRATED 


SYSTEM WITH MONITOR 

AGGsX! GGmHi 

4^ 420I!S 


SPEC. AND 
PACK CONTENTS 
AS BELOW 



PRESARIO CDS 720 


DESKTOP 


SYSTEM WITH MONITOR 

486 SX2 66 MHz 

4 Mb 

RAM WdAfHD 


SPEC. AND 

Ipack contents 

AS BELOW 



iB 

|£1299 


£1399 


£1549 

flO rPHTun 

^ 

1 *vat =£1 526^0 J 


+VAT=LlU‘tu MON 2782 , 


PiQon.08 

+VAT=£.I 0 LU MON 2782 , 



PRESARIO CDS 920 


TOWER 


SYSTEM WITH MONITOR 

486sx2 66mhz 

8 Mb AOf\ Mb 

RAM 4aUhD 

SPEC. AND 
PACK CONTENTS 
AS BELOW 


ALL MULTIMEDIA SYSTEMS INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING: 


Silica are pleased to introduce the NEW. 
high quality range of Presario 
Multimedia PCs from Compaq, the No1 
vendor in the UK PC market. All 
Compaq systems include the very latest 
multimedia features including CD-ROM 
drive, 16-bit sound card, fax modem 
card and speakers plus a FREE Quest 
Software Pack from Silica, 11 titles 
on 10 CDs worth over £718! All 
systems come supplied with a 3 
year warranty including the first 
year on-site 

SPECIFICATION 

• 486sx2 66mhi • 4Mb or 8Mb RAM 

• 420Mb HARD DISK DRIVE 

• 3’A” 1.44Mb FLOPPY DRIVE 

• 14" S-VGA COLOUR MONITOR 
.28mm DOT PITCH MPRII 

• VESA LOCAL BUS GRAPHICS 

• CDS 520 - 2 ISA SLOTS/3 DRIVE BAYS 
CDS 720 - 3 ISA SLOTS/3 DRIVE BAYS 
CDS920 ■ 5 ISA SLOTS/5 DRIVE BAYS 




muiumedia 

FEATURES 

DUAL SPEED 

CD-ROM DRIVE 

16-BIT STEREO 

SOUND CARD 

PLUS STEREO RACK SOFTWARE 

• 

SPEAKERS & 

MICROPHONE 

• 

CD-ROM SOFTWARE 

• MICROSOFT ENCARTA 
•ULTIMATE HUMAN BODY 


HOME 

COMMUNICATIONS 

AHSWERPHONE The Presario can act 
as a telephone answering machine and 
personal message centre. Multiple voice 
mailboxes allow callers to leave messages 
for a particular individual. Remote access 
means you can phone your PC to collect 
messages and, record voice memos. All 
cabling & accessories required are included. 

FAX ■ 9600bps. Receive or send tax mes¬ 
sages directly from your PC. Prometheus 
MaxFax software is included with every PC 
so that faxes may be sent and received - 
everything you need is included 

MODEM - 2400bps. Access the “infor¬ 
mation superhighway", logging onto on-line 
information services, plus send and receive 
electronic mail messages and data files. One 
months free subscription to CompuServe, 
the world's leading computerised informa¬ 
tion service, is included. 


SOFTWARE 

PRE-INSTALLED 

• MS-Windows v3.1 

• MS-DOS 6 

• Microsoft Works for 
Windows v3 

• MS-Entertainment iV 

• MS-Moneyv3.0 

• Tab Works 

• Compaq Weicome, 
Controi & Learning 
Centres 


lEOnr SOFTWARE PACK 
I FROM SILICA 


11 TITLES WORTH £718! 



• ANECDOTE 

• ANIMATOR 
• COMPTONS INTERACTIVE 

ENCYCLOPEDIA 
•DAY OF THE TENTACLE 
• GRAPHICS WORKS 


• HUMANS 1 & 2 
•INDIANA JONES AND THE 
FATE OF ATLANTIS 
• RETURN TO ZORK 
• SNEAK PEEKS 
ULTIMA UNDERWORLD & 
WING COMMANDER II 





THE SILICA SERVICE 


♦ I Before you decide when to buy 
J your new computer equipment, 
lyN” we suggest you think very carefully 

about WHERE you buy it. Consider 
^ TO what it will be like a few months after 

you have made your purchase, when you 
may require additional peripherals and accessories or help 
and advice. And, will the company you buy from contact you 
with details of new products? At Silica, we ensure that you 
will have nothing to worry about. With our unrivalled 
experience and expertise, we can meet our customers’ 
requirements with an understanding which is second to none. 
Complete and return the coupon now for our latest FREE 
literature and begin to experience the “Silica Service”. 

• FREE OVERNIGHT DELIVERY: 

On all hardware orders shipped in the UK mainland 
(there is a small charge for Saturday delivery). 

• TECHNICAL SUPPORT HELPUNE: 

A team of technical experts will be at your service. 

• PRICE MATCH: 

We match on a “Same product - Same price” basis. 

• ESTABLISHED 16 YEARS: 

We have a proven track record In professional computer sales. 

• PART OF A £SOM A YEAR COMPANY: 

With over 300 staff - We are solid, reliable and profitable. 

• BUSINESS + EDUCATION + GOVERNMENT: 

Volume discounts are available. Tel; 081-308 0888. 


• SHOWROO. 

We have demonstration facilities at all our stores 

^ THE FULL STOCK RANGE: 

All of your computer requirements from one supplier. 

• FREE CATALOGUES 

With special offers and product news. 

• PAYMENT: 

We accept most major credit cards, cash, cheque or 
monthly terms (APR 29.8% - written quotes on request). 



I 


licA^ 


D E B E 



AMS 


STORES NATIONWIDE 


MAIL ORDER 081-309 1111 

PLUS TECHNICAL AND HEAD OFFICE 


Silica, Silica House. Hatherley Road, Sidcup, Kent, DAI4 4DX 

PLUS BRANCHES AT: 

BRISTOL Debenhams-(3rd Floor), St James Barton 0272 291021 


CARDIFF 

Debenhams - (1st Floor), St. David’s Way 

0222 399789 

CHELMSFORD 

Debenhams - (2nd fm, 27 High Street 

0245 355511 

CROYDON 

Debenhams - (2nd Floor), 11-31 North End 081-688 4455 

GLASGOW 

Debenhams -(5th Floor), 97 Argyle Street 041-221 0088 

GUILDFORD 

Debenhams - ( 3 rd Floor), Millbrook 

0483 301300 

HARROW 

Debenhams - (2nd Floor), Station Road 

081-427 4300 

HULL 

Debenhams - (2nd Floor), Prospect Street 

0482 25151 

IPSWICH 

Debenhams -(2nd Floor), Westgate Street 0473 221313 

LONDON 

Silica - 52 Tottenham Court Road 

071-580 4000 

LONDON 

Debenhams - (3rd Floor). 334 Oxford St 

071-580 3000 

LUTON 

Debenhams - (1st Floor), Arndale Centre 

0582 21201 

MANCHESTER 

Debenhams - (3rd Floor), Market Street 

061-832 8666 

PLYMOUTH 

Debenhams - (3rd Floor), Royal Parade 

0752 266666 

ROMFORD 

Debenhams - (3rd Floor), Market Place 

0708 766066 

SHEFFIELD 

Debenhams - (3rd Floor), The Moor 

0742 768611 

SHEFFIELD 

Debenhams - (LGrouno), Meadowhall Ctre 0742 568555 

SIDCUP 

Silica - Silica House, Hatherley Rd 081-302 8811 

SOUTHAMPTON Debenhams- (1stFloor), Queensway 

0703 223888 

SOUTHEND 

Keddies - (2nd Floor), High Street 

0702 462426 

THURROCK 

Debenhams - (1st Fioori, Lakeside Centre 

0708 860066 


To: Silica, PCHOM-1194-229, Silica House, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DAI4 4DX 


PLEASE SEND A FREE COMPAQ BROCHURE 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms: . Initials: 

Surname: . 

Company or applicable):. 

Address:. 


. Postcode: . 

Tel (Home): . 

Tel (Work): . 

Which computer{s), if any, do you own? 


, 229B J 


E&OE - Advertised prices and specifications may change - Please return the coupon for the latest information. 











































































































































Just arrived! 


The latest additions 
to the exciting 
World Class Collection 


Europress Software are top of 
the class when it comes to 
educational software, and our 
new World Class collection is 
no exception - we've created a 
brand new range picked from 


oao so 
006 so 
oqqsob: 


(For children age 8 and over) 


(For children age 6 - 9) 


^ The Great 
Computer Adventure 

Prepare your child for a lifetime of 
computer use with The Great 
Computer Adventure! It will teach 
and entertain children, providing a 
mix of addictive gameplay, 
thought-provoking puzzles and an 
on-line encyclopedia of computer 
Information. The package 
features random clues so that 
children can play again and again, 
and contains over 40 on-screen 
pages of computer information. 


♦ Computer 
Carnival 

Help your child learn all 
about computers - the fun and easy 
way. Computer Carnival is simple 
enough for children to use on their 
own, or you and your child can 
learn together, making this a real 
family package. It consists of 
exciting and addictive games and 
activities, plus a glossary of 
computer terminology for 
parents and children, all set in 
the context of an irresistible 
storyline which will encourage 
children to use the software 
time and time again. 


AVAILABLE FOR 


AVAILABLE FOR 


the best software around the 
world, carefully chosen for 
their fun content and sound 
educational principles. Each 
product is carefully edited to 
include UK spelling and 
vocabulary, conforming with 

National Curriculum guidelines 


♦ Storybook Weaver 

Using Storybook Weaver children are 
transported to a fantasy world where 
they can weave their own original 
stories, adding music and sound 
effects, and choosing from over 600 
scenery combinations. The finished 
story can be printed out for children 
to keep or saved 
onto a disk and 
sent to a friend. 


4 Mutanoid Maths Challenge 

It's the year 2020. Earth Is overflowing 
with unwanted rubbish dumped In outer 
space. Now the aliens are fighting back, 
and children's maths skills are called upon 
to save humanity! Children will learn 
problem solving skills and solve maths 
problems with a choice of more than 



♦ Mutanoid Word Challenge 

Take on the Mutanolds and zap them 
from the planet with your word skills. 
Mutanoid Word Challenge helps 
children to stretch their word building 
skills to the limit and master an 
ever-growing vocabulary. They'll learn 
to spell the 2,000 most commonly 
misspelt words iAVAlliAlilU 
using the in-built 

dictionary. I- ^ -1 


(For children of all ages) 


(For children age 1 and over) 


(For children age 1 and over) 


Clip the coupon on the right 
for more information or call 
our Customer Services 
Hotline on 0625 859333 


Yes! Please send me more information on World Class Collection 

Name. 

Address.. 


n 


e 


UrVPRESS 


SOFTWARE 


The makers of the world- 
acclaimed Fun School 


Postcode.Tel. 

Please tick which computer you own: D PC □ Apple Mac 

□ Tick if you do not wish to receive details of other related products and services 

PCH/1194 

Post to: Customer Services, Europress Software, FREEPOST, Europa House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield, SKIO 4BY 










































































STAR CRUSADER ■ GAMES ARENA 



The main menu screen allowing access to training, the The early missions aren’t too taxing. This one 

strategic map, the mission briefing and the main computer involves destroying slow bulky freighters 



CRUSADER 


Reviewed by Andy Shaw 


M any years ago - well, about four 
to be exact - the PC games mar¬ 
ket was changed irreversibly by 
Wing Commander. It was a mission-based 
flight and fight simulator set in space, and 
it was the game that many people started 
to buy 386 machines to play. 

Of course, with the kind of phenomenal 
success it achieved other people are going 
to start moving in on the market. From 
terminal cases that really aren’t worth 
mentioning to the might of LucasArts’ Tie 
Fighter, it would seem everyone likes a 
good bandwagon to jump on, even if they 
are capable of bringing something new to 
the genre. The latest clone is Star Crusader, 


developed by Take 2 and distributed by 
Gametek. However, many refinements 
have been made which I shall go into in a 
minute, so don’t 
think that because 
this is basically a 
game that’s using a 
less than original idea 
it isn’t any good, 
because you’d be 
wrong. It actually plays equally as good as 
any of the others. 

First up on the CD-Rom version is the 


introduction. This has to be one of the 
longest and most detailed animated 
sequences I’ve seen yet. It’s almost too 
long to keep your 
attention but it can 
be skipped through 
if you’re desperate 
to get into the 
game. 

There is some 
valuable information to be gleaned from 
it though so watch it all the way through 
at some point, maybe after the first few 
deep space kickings you’re bound to 
receive. 

One of the most interesting features is 
that you can play either side in the inter- 
galactic battle of good versus evil. Unlike, 
say. Tie Fighter where you can play the 
baddie but only at the expense of no good 
guy option, you, in effect, get double the 
game, as the same war can be played 
through from either perspective. 

And when I say war, I mean war. This 
isn’t just an abstract collection of battles 
thrown together around a loose plot - you 
get involved in actual mission planning, 
looking after the strategies of your entire 
fleet. You can watch the proceedings 
unfold on a strategic battle plan, and you 
get a real feeling for the surrounding war 
that’s occurring as well as the individual 
sorties you take part in. 

The plot holds together well, too, with 
plenty of characters with tangible person¬ 
alities. Star Crusader is at a disadvantage 
in this respect, as the Kilrathi have 


'viA. / 






ZE ZE 


Cockpit design changes from ship to ship, though 
the overall layout is maintained for clarity 


“...play either side 
in the battle” 


become almost as vivid for PC owners as 
the Rebels and the Empire are in the Star 
Wars universe. 

The thing about the likes of 
these latter examples are that 
it doesn’t matter if the 
story necessarily has 
to leave a lot to the 
imagination, because 
it’s so easy for the 
player to fill it in. 

For example in Tie 
Fighter when a Storm 
Trooper transport 
docks with an enemy ship, 
you can picture the begin¬ 
ning of the first movie when 
Darth and his cronies are 
boarding the Rebel Corvette. 

Because it’s a whole new 
universe to learn about, it 
can be a little difficult to get into. 
Especially now we’re used to the luxury of 
the above mentioned titles which you can 
fall into with a minimum of fuss. 

However, it bears up well with a 
plot that’s convincing and satisfying. The 
ability to make decisions such as which 
side to play on is a flexibility that is most 
welcome to a usually very linear type of 




External views can be spectacular 
looking, especially during fly-bys 
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Death approaches for an unlucky Liberator. Just 
check out the damage situation on the left 


The intro sequences and cut scenes are all rendered. 
*The guy with the big collar is your boss 


game. The plot and characters are well 
thought out and strongly developed. If 
you’re not comfortable with it when you 
start, perseverance will soon settle you in 
as the possibility of gameplay is so large. 

When it comes down to it, the game 
itself is the most important aspect of any 
product in this genre. What is most notice¬ 
able is the speed of the graphics consider¬ 
ing what is involved. All the ships are tex¬ 
ture mapped, many featuring such extrav¬ 
agances as bizarre shapes with crests 
daubed over the whole ship. 

The pleasant aspect 
to this is that it main¬ 
tains a high speed, 
despite the decent 
quality graphics. And 
that is on my 486SX. 

Quite how they can do 
this when Origin con¬ 
sistently feel the need to recommend state- 
of-the-art technology is an obvious credit 
to the skills of the programmers. It isn’t as 
flash as Wing Commander III, but who 
cares if it will run on people’s machines 
and still look good? 

Sound is good but nothing to flip out 
over. There’s a nice soundtrack, and the 


wmmf 

fit 


nothing 


mm 


shooting noises are suitably spacey and 
destructive, though not quite as good as 
some of those in Tie Fighter. Again 
though, this is largely due to the fact that 
those samples are straight from the film, 
giving a more convincing feeling of being 
there. 

Control can be achieved equally well 
using a mouse or an analogue joystick - 
with a special option for the Thrustmaster. 
Preferable is, of course, the joystick, but 
it’s still quite playable with the other con¬ 
troller. Another handy feature is that the 
additional key- 
board controls are 
configurable, so if 
you don’t like any 

to flip over” 

• options they can 

^***™*^^®™^ all be changed. 

Star Crusader is 
an all round good space fight type bash, 
with more scope for continued play than I 
have seen in the genre. 

With stacks of missions and the ability 
to play everything twice, you can’t really 
go wrong. 

The speed is also impressive consider¬ 
ing there’s all that texture mapping going 


W 

Sound is good but 




You are awarded medals for skill 
in action and all-round bravery 

on. They’re not Wing Commander graph¬ 
ics, but for the chance to play it at a decent 
speed on an average machine it’s a pay-off 
most will be willing to accept. 

It’s a tidily put together package with 
plenty of options, designed by people who 
have obviously played games of this type 
in depth and know what is wanted. 

However, when all is said and done it’s 
not very original. People who enjoy 
this kind of affair will find plenty of 
happy hours shooting around space in the 
myriad of ships on offer in this game. But 
if you’ve seen it all before. Star Crusader 
has nothing new to offer except a different 
story and some nice touches. liUJ 


Wing Commander Armada 

Electronic Arts 


Verdict 74% 


Reviewed Oct '94 
Latest instalment of 
the Wing Commander 
thing, with extras 


Enemy fighters are as slick and fast as you and can 
take some killing. But you must catch them first 


VERDICT 

“An entertaining 
and well plotted 
space battle game 
that offers nothing 
particularly 
4 original but is 
i sturdy and worth 
^ a look” 

j 80 % 
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— PRICE PER DISK Sl;' 
CLUDES 1ST CLASS POST U.K. 

. £2.30 Each 16+ . £1.90 Each 

6^5. £2.10 Each 

Add 20p per disk Europe; 30p per disk R.O.W. 

No Hidden Charges! 


DELTRAX PD 

Tel/Fax: 0492 515981 

The very besl in I’D & Shareware. IKM l’( & ('(impalibles. 
Also Anii}>a sloekisis. 




DELjMi 

36 BODELWYDDi 
OLD COLWYN^ 
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NORTH WALEaU.K. (Est. 1 


GAMES 


D PCG 146 DOOM 30 (3 disks) Better than WOLF 3D excellent 
sound & graphics & enemies. 

□ PCG 147 DOOM EXTRAS Level changer, editor, quick keys. 

maps, fixes, sound fix. 

□ PCG 148 DOOM UPDATER v1.2 Updates Registered version of 

Doom (ID software) to 1.2 Req VGA 

□ PCG 149 DOOM 3D EXTRAS II 

□ PCG 114 DOOM AUDIO EDITOR Edit the WAD files & change the 

sounds 

□ PCG 115 DOOM MAP EDITOR Change the maps or make a new 

one Req Mouse & SVGA 

□ PCG 116 DOOM MASTER v2.0 Shell/launcher for Doom 1.2 

Modem support & quick config. etc. 

□ PCG 117 DOOM LOAD v2.01A Download the onginal Doom shell 

quicknef & quickmodem Full support for Doom v1,2. 
i PCG 118 DOOM SAVED GAME EDITOR vl .1 (WIN) Edit saved 
games in windows 

□ PCG 119 DOOM THINK EDITOR v2.0 Edit all the items lying 

around within the game. 

□ PCG 121 DOOM EDIT v4.0 For Doom vO.99, vl .1 & Registered 

version. Maps, light visors, keys, health, weapons 
amo, god mode etc. 

□ PCG 122 MODEMDOON vl .OOA. Easy run Doom 1.2 over the 

modem 

□ PCG 150 DUNGEONS OF DOOM v1.12. The danger awaits 

□ PCG 151 WOLFENSTEIN 3D (2 disks). Escape from the castle & 

kill the Nazis Req 286 + VGA. HD. Joystick, mouse or 
Keyboard Excellent stuff 

□ PCG 152 WOLFENSTEIN EXTRA BITS Enhance Wolf 3D with 

another 20 levels, windows version, editor and gore 
graphics editor 

□ PCG 153 WOLFENSTEIN 3D SPECIAL EDITION. New monster 


'' I PCG 101 ASTROFIRE vl.Os. Fast moving arcade game, stunning 
graphics. 25 levels of asteroids & alien ships. Req 
286+. colour VGA 

□ PCG 102 MARIO BROS VGA. Keep the area free of pests Excel¬ 

lent platform game 

□ PCG 154 MORIA Huge multi-level D&D adventure with great fea¬ 

tures 

□ PCG 103 ADMIRAL COMMAND V.2.3A Classic game of Battle¬ 

ships with a twist Features islands, mines, mine 
sweeping etc Req mouse VGA. 

□ PCG 105 CRUNCHER Fast Pacman game Req VGA 

□ PCG 106 CRUSHER v3.2 Adventure arcade & strategy game all 

in one Search 25 rooms for different objects Excel¬ 
lent Req EGA/VGA. 

0 PCG 107 GREEN Help planters prevent the pavers from turning 
farms into parking lots! Strategy game with 3D graph¬ 
ics. Fantastic detail 

□ PCG 108 HURDLES (2 disks) Fly your space ship through a 

course of obstacles. Fantastic game. Req 286+ 

□ PCG 109 KINGSLEYS MANSION v3.1 Exciting text adv game, 

lots of places to explore and puzzles to solve, quite 
spooky!' 

□ PCG 110 MVP BRIDGE Play or learn the best shareware bridge 

game Req 286+ 640k VGA MS Comp, mouse 

□ PCG 111 RESCUE v1.2 Fly your hovercraft through forests & 

mountains to evade acting missiles Req 640k VGA 
286+ 

□ PCG 112 SPACE PILOT VGA. 256 colour combat game Shoot 

the enemy or they ram your ship! Req VGA card 

□ PCG 113 RAKU MASTER VGA v1,0 Flip the red tiles back to grey 

in as few moves as possible. Test your logic skills 

□ PCG 123 CARD MASTER II Collection of 4 card games Fantan. 


1.1 PCG 120 STAR WARS 3D vl.O (Wolf 3D) Extra disk for version 
1 0 of Woltenstein 3D 

□ PCG 124 EERIE ESTATES Virtual reality trip through an old 

haunted house Locate the treasure. Req VGA 
f I PCG 125 ORBIT REBOUND BANKSHOT A simple game combin¬ 
ing elements of hockey, billiards and planetary orbits 
Req 286 HERC or EGA-VGA, 386 & VGA. 

□ PCG 126 THE LAND OF WONCE Fantasy graphics adventure 

game fight dragons, griffons & trolls to get home Req 
EGA/VGA 286+ 

I I PCG 127 WILD PITCH v1.1 Baseball simulation that tests your 
skills as a big league skipper 

0 PCG 131 ZAPPA 4 - LOST IN ZAPPERSTEIN. Save the Zargons 
from an evil ruler and try to escape 
I i PCG 132 BALLTRIS Tetris type arcade game using falling balls. 

I' I PCG 133 GALACTIC EMPIRES v6.0 Defend your home world 
from the mule 

1 . . PCG 134 CONQUEST FOR GLOBAL DOMINATION Keep your 
population alive and eliminate all players & robots. & 
conquer the world" 

□ PCG 135INTER-STELLER WARS Tactical space combat adven¬ 

ture An Adlib/SB soundtrack is included. Req 640K 
RAM & VGA 

D PCG 136 ON TARGET v1 5 VGA Artillery game. The very best of 
its kind, play friend or computer, mouse support, con- 
fig file etc Addictive' 

□ PCG 137 RAYX Travel & survive. Choice of 9 characters. You 

determine how you progress 

□ PCG 138 SEA QUEST v1.0 Locate & destroy submarines. You 

command a fleet of destroyers, aircraft carriers & 
frigates. Hi-res EGA/VGA graphics, Req min 286 IBM 


D PCG 139 SPADES v3.0 Classic card game, real challenge Req 
286+any VGA 

□ PCG 140 STUNNING IMAGES PUZZELS SVGA colour choose 

trom 4-2000 pieces! Save, hints, mouse. OK on VGA 

□ PCG 141 COFFEE BREAK CARD GAMES v2.15 Includes crazy 8s 

& 52 Pickup. Register for 4 more, online instructions & 
score. Mouse option Req 286+ VGA 

□ PCG 142 DINOHUNT Arcade style, chase the dinosaurs & kill 

them before they eat you' Req VGA graphics. 

0 PCG 143 MELGATTA Adventure fantasy, fairies, elves & wizards 
find the gold & treasures. Req VGA graphics & HD 
1. 1 PCG 144 SUPERBOX v1 4 256 colour VGA Tetris for 286+ 
Includes Bombs & anims, Req 512KB 

□ PCG 145 MEGAPEDE (2 disks) Great game' Use mouse to shoot 

the caterpillers 

□ PCG 155 GAME WIZARD Powerful cheats utility modify while 

playing game Great features Req 286/386/486 PEN¬ 
TIUM. VGA/SVGA. DOS 3.1 + L Adlib/Sound Blaster 
D PCG 156 GRAND PRIX Be a manager, hiring and firing 
IJ PCG 157 PONTOON v3.2 TSR version of the card game 
I PCG 158 CRIBBAGE vl.O Good CGA graphical card game. 

I ' PCG 159 COLOUR POKER v1.0 Addictive game of chance, 
r: PCG 160 THREE VERSIONS OF KLONDYKE SOLITAIRE. Brill col¬ 
lection! 

LTi PCG 161 FLIGHT Awsome 3D game where you are the pilot 
Cl PCG 162 SOLITILE v3.55 Remove the matched tiles, assorted 
layouts, mouse or keyboard, 

I I PCG 163 SCARYFISH v2.04 Fishing game for all types of fish. 49 
locations Humourous Minimum 470k VGA. EGA, CGA 
& Here. 

0 PCG 164 LEAGUE MANAGER v1.1 League of teams, data, sched¬ 
ule. scores, print out. 


D PCG 165 DRAGONSFIELD KEEP RPG Advanced level, unlimited 
adventures, travel, defeat the evil army of the Dark Wiz¬ 
ard! 

□ PCG 166 WILDLIFE TETRIS A classic game in VGA. 256 colours 

with wildlife background' 

□ PCG 167 THE JELLY BEAN FACTORY Very addictive puzzle 256 

colour VGA graphics, digitized sound & effects. 286+ & 
loystick, 

' ' PCG 168 BILLY THE KID 3D VGA Western action arcade game 
Multi-levels, 256 colour. Req VGA 286-16 & 530K 
memory, joystick. EMS. Great! 

□ PCG 169 ARIVA v4.3 Challenge, to guide a snake around obsta¬ 

cles. Unlimited levels & snake grows Req VGA. 

0 PCG 170 POT OF GOLD Slot machine simulation, sound effects 
& colourful animation. 

( : PCG 171 WOLFENSTEIN EXTRA 2 Escape from the house of 
style If you can? 

I I PCG 172 ZOOL PLAY Sonic the hedgehog clone. Req VGA sup¬ 
ports Sound Blaster. Adlib. Roland, loystick. Fully 
working demo 

□ PCG 173 WALL STREET v4.1 Corporate takeover game & simu¬ 

lation Stock market 1-4 players, 

' j PCG 174 THE WALLS OF BRATOCK v1 0 Best RPG game ever' 
Stunning VGA 256 colours. Awesome sounds, fight the 
monsters. 

□ PCG 175 REAPING THE DUNGEON VGA strategy game! Modern 

weapons, buy & sell 

■ I PCG 176 TERRADYNE v1,0 EGA/VGA, Fantasy role playing game. 
Weapons, spells etc. tons of monsters. Beautiful 
graphics, 

' I PCG 177 THE BARD’S QUEST (2 disks) VGA/MCGA, 256 colour 
RPG game Dungeons, hours of play, Req 640k, 386+ 
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□ PCH100 BROTHER’S KEEPER v5.2 Family history D/Base Req 

512K & HD. 

□ PCH 101 PRINT PARTNER v2.01 Banners, signs, calendars, 

greeting cards, letterheads. 

□ PCH 102 STOCK MARKET TIMER Time your market moves. 

□ PCH 103 HOROSCOPES vl.O Real astrology prog - Excellent 

□ PCH 104 HORSECALC vl.O Thoroughbred handicapping calcu¬ 

lator 

□ PCH 105 CROSSWORD CREATOR v5.11 Design & print your 

own 

□ PCH 106 EZ - TREE v2.1 Very large family history D/Base. 

□ PCH 107 FANTASY FOOTBALL LEAGUE v1.3 Create your own 

fantasy football league. 


□ PCE101 TOUCH TYPING v4.1 Speed test, tutorial and on-line 

help. 

□ PCE 102 SKY GLOBE v3.1 Easy astronomy program with over 

7,000 stars. 

□ PCE 103 TALKING TEACHER Teach your children how to pro¬ 

nounce words, the alphabet, spelling, reading, writ¬ 
ing, counting etc. 

□ PCE 104 PC TUTOR Learn how to use your Personal Comput¬ 

er! 

□ PCE 105 THE VOCABULATOR v3.1 Helps you learn 9 foreign 

languages. 

□ PCE 106 PC LEARN v5.3 Invaluable package for beginners. 

□ PCE 107 GCSE PHYSICS Requires 512K, 

□ PCE 108123-TALK Talking teacher, teaches how to say num¬ 

bers; count; add; etc. Age 1-7 years. Requires 512K. 
Hard Drive. EGA. 

□ PCE 109 ABC-FUN KEYS Teaches the alphabet; numbers and 

keyboards. 27 nursery rhymes and lyrics. Ages 2-6 
years. Requires 512K graphics card. DOS 3.1. 

□ PCE 110 ABC-TALK Talking teacher; helps 3-7 years to talk, 

read, alphabet; spell Includes ABC songs and Easy- 
draw. Req. 512K. Graphic monitor and hard disk. 

□ PCE 111 AMY’S FIRST PRIMER 6 fun games to teach basic 

skills to pre-reading children. Req. CGA, EGA, VGA or 
SVGA. 


G CAD 101 DANCADAD 3D (2 disks) Advanced CAD program 
for producing and animating 20 & 30 wire frame 
drawings. Req. 512K RAM, CGA/EGA/HERCULES 
&HD. 

□ CAD 102 PROTOCAD 3D v1.0 For quickly turning 2D draw¬ 

ings into 30 models. 

□ CAD 103 MICROCAD vl.1 (WIN) Icon based CAD Program 

for Windows 3+. Req VGA graphics and mouse. 
G CAD 104 DRAFT CHOICE Powerful, fast, object based float¬ 
ing point CAD prog., for novice or expert Req 
380K RAM graphics and 2 floppy drives. 


G PCH 108 CRICKETMASTER v1.3 D/Base for players scores etc. 
G PCH 109 AQUARIUM Control your own fish. 

G PCH 110 FOOTBALL FORECAST v3 9D Pools predictor prog 
for major leagues 

Z PCH 111 ASTROMART v2.11 Calculate astrological charts. 

□ PCH 112 RECORD LIBRARY v1.1 Keep track of your record 

collection. 

□ PCH 113 KINOUEST Genealogical prog. 2 billion names! 640K 

RAM & DOS 3.1 & Epson Comp printer required 

□ PCH 114 PERSONAL TAROT Insight into Ancient wisdom & 

folklore 512K RAM & HD 


EDUCATION 


G PCE 112 ANIMAL QUEST Choose your animal and beat your 
preditors. Req. 512K EGA, VGA or SVGA. 

G PCE 113 ANIMATED MATHS Teaches counting, add and sub¬ 
tract to children from pre-school to primary Req. 
640K. EGA, VGA & HD. 

G PCE 114 ANIMATED SHAPES Teaches shape and colour identi¬ 
fication. Req, 640K, VGA, EGA & HD. 

G PCE 115 BALLOON SPELLER 3 games that teach spelling from 
word lists. Req. Hercules, CGA, EGA or VGA, 

G PCE 116 BALLOONS & DRAWSOME Coloured balloons for 
recognition and simple designs for children 18 
months & CGA required. 

G PCE 117 BERT’S DINOSAURS Colouring program for kids of 
all ages. Place 4 different sized dinosaurs on back¬ 
grounds to create pictures. Req. VGA & mouse. 

G PCE 118 GOOGOL MATHS GAMES 3 different arcade style 

games to make maths fun! Req. 512K. CGA & moni¬ 
tor. 

n PCE 119 KATIE’S CLOCK Perfect program to teach children 
how to tell the time, Req. CGA, EGA or CGA & DOS 
3.0+. 

G PCE 120 KIDS PAINT An electronic colouring book with added 
surprises! Req. EGA. 

□ PCE 121 KINDER MATHS Using sound and colours learn to 
add, subtract, multiply or divide. Req. 512K. 


ill 


G PCH 116 CROSS STITCH DESIGNER Design your own pat¬ 
terns. Req mouse. VGA Graph adaptor and printer 
Windows 3.1. 

□ PCH 117 FOOD EASE SYSTEM Nutritional Info - over 600 

recipes to start you off 

□ PCH 118J.Q.1 POOLS PLAN vl .1 Easy to use Football pools 

predictor Req windows. 

□ PCH 119 SMARTCAT Ultimate Windows Disk/CD cataloguer. 

G PCH 120 CROSSREC Caters for needs of professional and pn- 

vate record, writers, radio stations who require info at 
the touch of a button. Req Ms Windows 3.1,80386sx 
proc. 2Mb RAM. 4Mb Free HO Space, VGA/SVGA, MS 
DOS 5.0+ & Mouse 


D PCE 122 MAGIC CRAYOII3 colourtui games lor 3-12 /eais; 
recognising colours and shapes. Req. EGA & 
mouse. 

G PCE 123 MATHS AND LOGIC FOR KIDS 6 educational pro¬ 
grams for expanding mathematical and thinking 
skills. Req. CGA or Hercules graphics. 

G PCE 124 NUMBER MAGIC Help pre-school children to recog¬ 
nise numbers plus counting. Req. CGA. 

□ PCE 125 PLAY N’LEARN 6 educational games for 1-4 years to 

recognise letters and practise counting. Req. graph¬ 
ics card. 

r: PCE 126 WUNDER BOOK Colourful game to learn and explore 
objects, numbers, alphabet, words, shapes, and Eng¬ 
lish, Spanish, French and German. Suits 3-10 yrs. 
Req. EGA or VGA. 

G PCE 127 LANGUAGE TUTORS French. German, Italian and 
Spanish. 

□ PCE 128 SPELLING BEEZ v2,0 Program that talks! Hi-res 

graphics. Word files or your own. Great fun! DOS 
2.1+, 640K RAM & VGA & PKUNZIP 
G PCE 129 WORD GAMES FOR JUNIORS Collection to help kids 
with words, spelling and grammar. Full instructions. 
G PCE 130 FUN WITH LETTERS & WORDS For 2-5 years. First 
reader with colourful graphics and stories. Req. CGA 
monitor 




. J PCP101 HEX EDITORS Collection of HEX progs 

'■ 1 PCP102 PERSONAL C COMPILER y2.1c Fast, powerful C compiler for 


_ PCP 103 A86/D86 ASSEMBLERS v3.22 
IJ PCP 104 BASMAN Basic Programming Manual - Introductory Course for 


□ PCP 105 ASIC v2.0 Basic programming language compiler and editor 


□ PCP 106 PASCAL Contains facilis. Tinypas, visible. 

□ PCP 107 COBAL COMPILER v7,06 Final version of ANSI COBAL Compiler 

□ PCP 108 PASCAL TUTOR V2.40. 

□ PCP 109 C++ TUTOR v2.2 (2 disks) Comprehensive tutorial - Req. C++ 

Compiler 


GRAPHICS 


□ PCGU101TICO v1,21 (2 disks) Collection of DOS graphic util- j 
I ities Image processing, DOS screen grabber etc. i 

I □ PCGU 102 INTRICATE INITIALS Collection of ornamental 
alphabets. 

I □ PCGU 103 RMORF vO.3 Blends 2 images smoothly into each 
other. Req 938K of XMS RAM. 

I □ PCGU 104 BIBLE VIEW CLIP ART High quality Biblical Clipart. 
Req DTP or Graphics file viewer. 

I □ PCGU 105 VERAMAP v1.2 (2 disks) Draw detailed maps on 8 
different map projections. 

I □ PCGU 106 256 PAINT v2.0c A 256 colour VGA paint program 
and image editor. Req. VGA and MS compatible 
mouse. 

I □ PCGU 107 NEOPAINT II The ultimate image editing program 
for DOS. 

I □ PCGU 108 NEOPAINT FONTS 2 For use with any Neopaint ver- 
, Sion. 

I □ PCGU 109 GRAPHIC WORKSHOP v6.11 (2 disks) For working 
with Bitmapped graphic files. 

I □ PCGU 110 GIFF PICTURES (7 disks) Balch of disks full of GIFF | 
pics! 


MUSIC 


I Li PCM 101 CINEMA Graphic and sound player for Sound 
Board & CD users. 

I □ PCM 102 VOICE BLASTER v2 0 Play any combination of FM 
music, CMF & voice Voc files. On-line help. 

[ □ PCM 103 TRAK BLASTER v2 0 Play AMIGA 

Soundtracker/nolsetracker files on PC with Sound 
Blaster card 

I □ PCM 104 ACCU MUSIC SYSTEM v3 4 Create transpose. 

play music and print in sheet music format Also 
multi-voice songs. 

I □ PCM 105 MUSICEASE v4.02 Music score editor - create, 
edit, print and play music notation. Midi input/out¬ 
put facilities. 

I □ PCM 106 BLASTER MASTER v5.9 The best VOC file editor 
for Sound Blaster 
feu PCM 107 GUITAR TUTOR 

I □ PCM 108 DRUM BLASTER v3.0 Turn your Sound Blaster 
into a professional sounding drum pad Req. 512K 
RAM, EGA. HD or High Dens, floppy 


WINDOWS 


G PCEM 101 SPECTRUM EMULATOR (2 disks) 

□ PCEM 102 SPECTRUM GAMES (4 disks) Almost 100 

original games 

□ PCEM 103 CBM C64 EMULATOR vO.9 (2 disks) Requires 

386+ Load, play, convert your old C64 games, 
demos etc 

□ PCEM 104 C64 GAMES VOL 1 For use with PCEM 103 

C PCEM 105 C64 GAMES VOL 2 More games for PCEM 104 


UTILITIES 


□ PCU 100 CONFIG SYS UTILS - Boot Sys v2,0, Dasboot v2.1 

etc. 

G PCU 101 HARD DRIVE UTILS - COMBI v1.13. Dnve summary 
with graphics, charts and information. 

□ PCU 102 DIAGNOSTICS (5 disks) Test motherboard and sys¬ 

tems components, memory, devices, drives & speed 
etc 

□ PCU 103 EXAMINE ZIP vl.O Fast text search file 

□ PCU 104 UNPROTECT Two programs. Neverlock which 

removes copy protect from 180 games and DProtect 
will install games to Hard Drive 

□ PCU 105 OS/ASSIST v1.10 (DOS Utils) Super collection 

Capslock, cursor, deldin. Edir, move, view, numlock. 
reboot scrollock, select, speedkey On-line help 
PCU 106 FILE MAGICIAN v3.0 Buttons, dual font control, task 
defined button & menus, palette & much, much 
more 

□ PCU 107 CMORPH v2.0 Morphing facility Req 386dx & 

4mb+ 

G PCU 108 RECOVER IT BACK Disk Drive cleaner vl.O. Safely & 
effectively removes debris Prevent data loss. Recov¬ 
er lost data with ease Device driver takes up 3K! A 
must! 

□ PCU 109 ZIP MANAGER & ZIP MANIA For PK2 204G to work 

with PKWARE file compression progs. PKZIP EXE, 
PKUNZIP.EXE, ZIP2.EXC and PKZIPFIX.EXE, 
SCAN.EXE. 


□ PCU 110 DEMO WORKSHOP v11 Create presentation using 

actual screens recorded in motion from DOS 
programs 

□ PCU 111 SNOOPER v3.3 System info util, shows CPU/NPD, 

CPU Speed, DOS. BIOS, Memory, disks, video & CD 
ROM etc 

J PCU 112 CD-ROM CONTROL PANEL - TSR control panel 

plays audio disks from a compatible CD-ROM drive 
Req DOS 5.0+,MSCDEX 2.21+ 

□ PCU 113 COMEBACK v3.01 Recover with 100% accuracy any 

of the last 1,000 files you have deleted/over-written 
G' PCU 114 FRACTINT v18.0 Plots and manipulates images of 
objects Versatile & fast Req, CGA monitor 
D PCU 115 PCXDUMP v4 0 Capture any image on your screen & 
save into a PCX file. Req. CGA+ monitor 
PCU 116 DESKJET DRIVERS (2 disks) 

“ PCU 117 FILEBUDDY v3.10 A simple file viewer for ASCI. 

DBF, ARC, ARG, LZH etc 

! . PCU 118 RE-CONFIG v2 0 Quickly change to different DOS 
configs on your Hard Drive. 

J PCU 119 FRACXTRA v5.0 Huge collection of extras from 
FRACTINT V18.0+. 

□ PCU 120 DEMO MAKERS Everything you need for your own 

demo disks Req 386+ 2Mg RAM, VGA Sound card 

□ PCU 121 PHANTOMSCREEN vl .O DOS based screen saver & 

security util. Req. 640K. Hard Drive, Here 
CGA/EGA/VGA/SVGA card & monitor 


□ PCVH 101 TURBO ANTI-VIRUS v6.10 
I GPCVH102 SUPERKILLERS v1 ipe (3 disks) Best collection 
on the shareware market' 

I □ PCVH 103 VIRUS PROTECTION (2 disks) Virus-scan, Virus- 
shield - search 8i kill! 

I □ PCVH 104INVIRCIBLE ANTI-VIRUS v5.01 Boot Sector. 

FAT/directory, executibles. Virus detector and 
killer. 


I □ PCB157 DR FORM Easily create professional quality forms. 

□ PCB 156 PC PERSONAL RESUME KIT Make your own resume. 

* □ PCB 155 INVOICE IT Create and print invoices. 

□ PCB 154 THINGS TO DO Organises info on people, tasks, pro¬ 
jects, meetings etc. Win. 

■ □ PCB 153 EZ - EDIT Multiple text editor Req Windows 3.0+. 

I □ PCB 152 BANKING BUDDY (3 disks) Comprehensive, general 
purpose Accounting System. 

! □ PCB 151 ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE State of the art 
j Invoice/Statement printer. 

I □ PCB 150 CMS - GOLD Keep track of members Birthdays, 
Anniversaries, Committee memberships etc. Req 
640K RAMHD&D0SV3.0+. 

j □ PCB 149 REAL NUMBERS Powerful calculator with spread¬ 
sheet and Wordprocessor features. 

I □ PCB 148 EXPRESS CHECK Keep track of your money! Req 
320K RAM. Comes with HOME BUDGET MANAGE¬ 
MENT. A double entry ledger system - 132 Col Print¬ 
er recommended. 

! □ PCB 147 CHECKBOOK ASSISTANT (2 disks) Check book man¬ 
ager helps you to maintain up to 99 accounts - online 
1^ help & all docs. Req. 384K RAM & 2 Floppys. 

□ PCB 146 LEGAL EAGLE Packed with forms for home or busi¬ 
ness. Req Windows 3.0+. 

|| □ PCB 143 LAZER LETTERHEAD KIT Professional look for your¬ 
self or Business. Brilliant. Req. 512K RAM. 

‘ □ PCB 142 CHARTIST Create, edit, print flow/organisation charts 
etc. Req Windows 3.0+. 


I G W101 WINDOWS SUPPLEMENTAL LIBRARY (7 disks) Print¬ 
er Drivers, displays, networks, mouse devices & key¬ 
boards 

I GW 102 DIAGNOSTIC (WIN) (2 disks) 

I □ W103 PARITY v1.5 TECHNICAL SYSTEM Stock charting pro¬ 
gram WIN 3+. 

I GW 104 MULTIMEDIA UTILS (WIN) Audio CD player Full fea¬ 
tured disk catalogue database etc 
I □ W105 WIN DIARY VI .6A CALENDAR Pop-up reminders 
wherever you want them' Req VBRUN 200.DLL 
I □ W 106 MUSIC UTILITIES (WIN) Zip files etc 
I GW 107 CARDS WORKSHDP vl.O Compiler/player of Solitary 
card games. WIN 3+. 

I □ W108 SPELLMATE v1.2 Spell checker DLL for WINDOWS 
I □ W109 JQCALC v1.0 (WIN) Spreadsheet compatible with WIN 
3+. Maths function & many othersi 

□ WHO PAINT SHOP v3.0 (2 disks) Will convert, display and 

alter images. Also screen capture 

□ W111 DRAG & VIEW Great utility to view all types of format 

files Req. WIN 3+. 

□ W112 CAPTURE SYSTEMS v1.0 Capturing full screen or 

defined areas. Req WIN 3+. 


□ W113 WINGRAPH v1.0 Equation graphing program. Easy to 

use Req WIN 3+. 

□ W114 RX ANTIVIRUS v1.20 Deepscan technique to search 

for 1,000 known viruses Req. 3+ 

□ W115 HORSE CALC vl.1 b Thoroughbred handicapping cal¬ 

culator 

□ W116 WINJACK (WIN) Black Jack for Windows New support 

for 256 colours, animation and sound effects. 

D W117 SPACE EXPLORATION (WIN) Adaption of classic 
arcade game Lunar Landings 

□ W118 WINSPELL (WIN) Windows notepad and others. 

Spellcheck Req. Win 3+. 

□ W119 WYNFIELDS (WIN) (3 disks) Fully relational database 

Req. Win 3+& 1.5Mb RAM 

□ W120 ADDRESS MANAGER (WIN) Alphabetical lists, phone 

dialer, envelope printer. Req Win 3+ 

□ W121 BIZWIZ FINANCIAL CALC (WIN) Emulates HP-12C 

hand-held Financial Calculator Req. Win 3+. 

□ W122 CLOCK MANAGERl (WIN) Schedule your computer’s 

activities Req. Win 3+. 

□ W123 WINCHECK (WIN) (2 disks) Balance your Personal 

cheques and savings accounts Req Win 3+. 


BUSINESS 


□ PCB 141 AS EASY AS Latest version of this world famous 

shareware spreadsheet - Req 384K RAM, Graphics 
card & min 2 floppy drives. 

□ PCB 140 EASY WORD Menu driven word processor inc. spell 

checker. All standard features. 

□ PCB 139 PRIMUS BOOKKEEPER Very good Accounting prog. 

for small business inc. VAT. Easy to use menu. 

□ PCB 138 PAINLESS ACCOUNTING (2 disks) Fully featured 

Accounting System. Req Windows 3.0+. 

□ PCB 137 ZGRAPHWIN Graphing package for simple and com¬ 

plex data input - Req Windows 3.0+, VGA, mouse. 

□ PCB 136 WINDOWS REMINDER Personal Scheduling & 

reminder prog. Req Windows 3.0+. 

□ PCB 131 DATA PRO Data processing course for numeric pro¬ 

cessing. 

□ PCB 130 SHARESPELL Excellent Spell checker- 2 floppy or 

HD Rec. 

□ PCB 129 THE GUARDIAN Locks an entire Hard disk or floppy 

by altering info that tells Dos where files are located. 

□ PCB 128 SECURITY Protect your computer from unauthorised 

use. 

□ PCB 127 LOGIT! RAM Resident activity recorder takes 8K 

RAM. Req. High density drive. 

□ PCB 126 HIDE - IT Keep private data private - using your own 

password. 

□ PCB 125 CHECKMATE PLUS Check Book based accounting 

package. True double entry accounts. Req. 640K 
RAM & HO Drive and DOS3.0+. 



□ PCB 124 CALENDAR WISE High powered calendar, even works 

on network. Req 512K RAM, EGAA/GA, HD & DOS 
3.0+. 

□ PCB 123 ON - SIDE Print any wide spreadsheet from almost 

any program. Req Dot Matrix Printer. 

□ PCB 122 LABEL PLUS! Shipping, address labels and post¬ 

codes. 

□ PCB 121 MORFORM Produce attractive and useful forms. Ideal 

small Business. Req 470K RAM & HD & Printer. 

□ PCB 120 EZ - FORMS PLUS Powerful menu driven forms man¬ 

agement system. Req 320K RAM & Printer. 

□ PCB 119 AROUND THE HOUSE Home organiser, money, 

addresses, inventory, calendar, reports etc. Req 640K 
RAM & Printer. 

□ PCB 116 NEWS Create custom on screen newsletter. Req 

E6A+. 

□ PCB 115 CV DISK v1.0 Design your own curriculum vitae. 

□ PCB 114 EASY LABELS On screen label maker for Inventories 

etc. 

□ PCB 113 LABELMASTER vl.1 Veiy powerful easy to use Mail 

Management. 

□ PCB 110 STARWRITER v6.0 LITE (2 disks). Fully featured pro¬ 

fessional style word processor. 

□ PCB 107 BUSCARDS v3.2 Print business cards. 
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MEGABYTES 



computer systems 

90 Central Road, Worcester Park, Surrey KT4-8HU Tel: 081-335-4224 Fax: 081-715-0914 


Soundblaster Pro £58.00 

8 Bit Stereo sound card 
Panasonic CD-Rom I/F 


Soundblaster Pro 16 £72.00 

16 Bit Stereo Sound Card 
Panasonic CD-Rom I/F 


Media Vision Pro-Sonic 16 £50.00 

16 Bit Stereo Sound Card 
100% Soundblaster Compatible 
Panasonic CD-Rom I/F 


CD-Rom Software 


MS Encarta ’94.£50.00 

Groller Ver 6.£25.00 

Multimedia Beethoven.£42.00 

MS Art Gallery.£39.00 

7th Guest.£15.00 

Lawnmower Man.£17.00 

Rebel Assault.£18.00 

Day of the Tentacle.£17.00 

Megarace.£17.00 

Microcosom.£17.00 

Gabriel Knight.£17.00 


We also supply Motherboards, Hard 
Drives, Monitors, Cases, Memory etc., i.e. 

340Mb IDE.£145.00 

420Mb IDE.£159.00 


Panasonic 562B CD-Rom £105.00 

Double speed 300Kbs 
Kodak Multi-Session 
Complete with Cables and Drivers 


Panasonic 562B CD-Rom 

+ Soundblaster Pro £162.00 

Complete with cables and drivers. 
Includes Free Sampler CD 


Panasonic 562 CD-Rom 
+ Soundblaster Pro 16 £175.00 

Complete with cables and drivers 
Includes Free Sampler CD 


All prices exclude VAT. Shop Opening Hours 9am - 6pm Mon-Sat. Personal Callers Welcome. 

Overnight Delivery on Hardware £6.95. 


LOOK MICROS 


TEL 0535-603064 
FAX 0535-605394 
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MANTRA HOUSE, SOUTH ST, KEIGHLEY 

Systems Offer 


^TSmhT^oba^^ 



• 75mhz IBM Board 

• 66mhz IBM Board 

• 33mhz 

• VESA LB 

• VESA LB 

• ISA Board 

• Pentium Socket 

• 220 IDE-2 Fast ATA HDD 

• 220 Meg HDD 

• 512k Cache 

• 14" SVGA Monitor 

• Mini Tower 

• 220 IDE-2 Fast ATA HDD 

• 4 MEG RAM 

• 14" SVGA 

• 14" SVGA Monitor 

• 16k Internal 

• 4 MEG RAM 

• Amazing Speed 

• Mini Tower 

• 16k Bit SVGA 





UPGRADES ON ABOVE SYSTEMS 

EXTRA 4MEG RAM £116 425MEG HDD £29 
MULTIMEDIA: DUAL SPEED CD ROM 16BIT SOUNDCARD SPEAKERS £189 

_ All prices are exclusive of VAT 
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RETURN TO RINGWORLD ■ GAMES ARENA 



This is the bridge - make yourself accustomed to it 



RINGWORLD 

Reviewed by Mike Browne 


S CIENCE fiction as a literary genre 
tends not to be everyone’s cup of 
Synthi-caff. This may be due to the 
general consensus that it is all merely big 
guns, melodrama and little else. 

Yet the likes of Salman Rushdie, he of 
the Fatwa, first cut their literary teeth on 
such realms as sci-fi. Thankfully, Larry 
Niven was not swayed by the acclaim 
of the main stream and created 
for himself an epic in 
the Ringworld 
series of novels. 

He knew that 
standard space fare 
could deal with complex 
human emotions along 
with the thrill of fantasy on 
alien worlds. 

Return to Ringworld is a follow up to 
Ringworld: Revenge of the Patriarch. Yet it 
is not necessary to have played it, or even 
to have heard of it, in order to enjoy this 
game, as the opening sequences adequately 
fill you in on all that has gone before. 

This graphic adventure is set in the 29th 
Century where, as you would expect, 
humanity is out to pick a fight with any 
life form it can find. 

You play the role of three fugitives 
alienated from the rest of the universe for 


crimes you’d think would be acts of hero¬ 
ism and as expected the aim is to return to 
Ringworld. 

From the usual third-person perspec¬ 
tive you can cut between playing each of 
the characters: Seeker - an alien from the 
Kzin, Miranda - a human female and 
Quinn - a human male. 

It quickly becomes apparent 
that Quinn is the most 
active player and it 
is he who is 
forced to accom¬ 
plish most of 
the dirty work. 
Meanwhile, Seeker and 
Miranda continuously set 
about repairing the space¬ 
ship, the Lance of Truth. 

Ringworld bills itself as the “ultimate 
game of hide and seek” and this quickly 
becomes apparent as not only do you have 
to defend yourself and your ship from 
everyone else in known space but in order 
to accomplish the mission you have to 
solve a continuous set of puzzles. 

This game is certainly not for those of 
you who like their stories fast and bloody. 
In fact, like the best stories, very little actu¬ 
ally happens on the surface of things yet 
when everything comes together you find 



ZSi ora ‘tTHE [LD[^[1 ®[^ 



[^QUODTOW 




Now to use the crane 
thing! I wonder what 
I can do with it? 


A view from inside 
the crane. Not the 
ideal getaway car! 


Blimey, I think 
we’re on to 
something here! 


Yep! This holds 
my weight nicely, 
thank you! 



Now on to the 
Quantum drive, and 
hopefully the exit 
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The Lance of Truth but which end is the front? 


^ yourself in a complex game of deceit. As is 
the usual case, the aim is logically to 
fit together the pieces of the puzzles, 
from gearing up the ship ready for 
hyperspace to navigating to Ringworld 
and beyond. 

Artistically the game owes its look to 
Beneath a Steel Sky with even the same 
sense of colour palette used and, therefore, 
does not even attempt to push back the 
boundaries of imagination. 

Gameplay rather than fancy graphics is 
the main idea it seems, as you can easily 
decipher what is actually what, without 
ever having to squint or ask yourself: 
“What’s that supposed to be then?” 

The interface, in turn, pays more than a 
passing nod to that used in Star Trek - 
25th Anniversary. Clicking the right 
mouse button raises up a triangular menu 
from which you can select the usual array 
of options such as investigate, speak to or 
use. 

A problem with this last option is that 
there is very little in the way of free 
choice. If the puzzle does not need any 
selected item, a voice, or the text, informs 
you to that effect. 

It would have been more enjoyable if 
you had at least an illusion of choice and 
were allowed to experiment rather than to 
find yourself constantly 
being reprimanded in 
no uncertain terms. 

As is too common 
with all games at the 
moment it is the opening animation and 
those set pieces binding the story together 
which are the most visually stunning, leav¬ 
ing the game itself to appear a little on the 



Far more groovy! Such a pity that 
it belongs to the enemy! 


dated side. With the likes of Lucas Arts’ 
Full Throttle, due for release soon. 
Tsunami are going to find themselves up 
against some real slick opposition in the 
appeal stakes. The sound quality through¬ 
out was good - from 
the deep bass hum of 
the ship’s engines 
constantly in the back¬ 
ground, guaranteed to 
annoy many a 
neighbour, through 
to the digitised voice 
samples. No major 
names, just clear and 
precise diction. A 
useful tip here is - 
use the text as well as 
speech option. 

Due to the fact 
that many items have 
weird alien names it 
helps to have the description actually writ¬ 
ten down. 

So, as a game into which you can fully 
immerse yourself Return to Ringworld 
works. But be warned! It’s not for the aver¬ 
age gamer. The handbook suggests it is 
better suited to the “moderately 


advanced”. Personally I think that this is a 
little too humble. 

Many of the puzzles and tricks will have 
you stumped for ages leaving you walking 
into brick walls until something suddenly 
clicks or you stagger, by accident, on the 
solution. 

Once stuck, as you often will be, there 
is little in the way of help. The only 
option is to become fully accustomed to 
reading the ship’s 
database for any 
hint of a clue. 

Those familiar 
with Niven’s work 
or have played the 
first instalment are 
going to get the 
most enjoyment 
out of this game. 

Also, anyone 
who needs to bury 
himself in another Universe should love it. 
If puzzle solving in extra terrestrial envi¬ 
ronments is how you get your kicks, be 
careful not to overlook this game in the 
warm up to the pre-Christmas glut. If you 
do, you’re missing out on many a late 
night headache. LUJ 



“The game owes its 
look to Beneath a 
Steel Sky with even 
the same sense of 
colour palette” 



At first guess I would say that this is a 
Getwell-atron but you can call it Autodoc! 



Can I take it to the bridge? Shades 
of Star Trek in the ship's elevator 


to 



, :;3 .gr ' h*- 




Publisher 

Time Warner 

Telephone 

0604 602800 

Price 

£44.99 

Format 

CD-Rom 


PC 

386 25MHz 

Memory 

4Mb 

Sound 

SoundBlaster and 
compatibles, Roland 

Control 

Mouse 

Hard drive 

Maximum 2Mb 


Beneath a Steel Sky 

Virgin 

Reviewed Jan ’94 
Verdict 88% Graphic adventure 
with dark humorous 
undertones 

Return to Zork 

Verdict 87% 

Activision 

Reviewed Nov ’93 
Similar title with 
a similar theme 

- 

>; - 

★★★ 

SOIND 

★★★ 
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G 

★★ 



“Another sci-fi 
adventure which 
just comes short 
of the mark. 
Recommended for 
those who can think 
around brick walls!” 

78 % 
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Create professional, full 
colour presentations 
yourself- in minutes! 

Straight from your black & white printer! 

Personalise any of our exclusive full colour designs yourself by 
running them through your own laser printer, inkjet or photocopier. 
Within minutes you can create professional brochures, letterheads, 
business cards, certificates and complete presentations — low quantities 
and at a fraction of the cost of going to a printer! 

We sell a wide range of products to transform your presentations. 

Call for your FREE PaperDirect catalogue - the complete paper 
source for all your printer, copier and desktop 
publishing needs. 

FREEPHONE 0800 614523 




Please rush me the latest full colour PaperDirect Catalogue 

Name . 

Position . 

Company . 

Address . 


BY Deluxe 


Or mail the coupon to: PaperDirect, 
FREEPOST (LE6296), Hinckley, LEIO OBR 


FREEFAX 0800 716563 


Postcode Phone No. S 

o 

I am also interested in receiving information on: J 

□ Business Stationery □ Business Cheques □ Business Forms D 


The Ultimate 



bevoivb the 
s TFILAE EMPIKE 

IT’SRCKIME 


ISLE OF 
CROWNS 





EXTRA TIME 


KJC Games is Europe's largest and 
most advanced computer moderated 
Play by Mail Games company. 

When you join one of KJCs games, you 
enter a sophisticated and exciting' live' 
environment where you pitch your skills,and 
your wits against many other REAL live 
opponents from all over the UK and beyond. 
KJC offers a wide choice of games to suit 
all tastes and interests....ScienceFiction,. 
Sports, Adventure, Wargames, Street Crime 
Fantasy Roleplaying are all possible in 
the unique world of KJC games. 
attd....with KJC you get ... 

ISew Games being developed all the time... 

Colour Rule Books Ar Training Manuals... 
newsletters A* Contact with other Flayers... 
plus Friendly Club atmosphere. 

Send now for the latest KJC Info and Free Tasters... 
Just complete the coupon below... 

You'll be glad you did! 


name _ 

Address _ 


_ Post Code _ I 

_ . ^CH/1194 J 

KJC Games, Dept Freepostjhomton Cleveleys, 
Lancashlre,UK,FY5 3BR.Tel 0253 866345 Fax 0253869960 











































Licensed from 

GT Interactive 
Software 


Distributed by: Virgin Interactive Entertainment (Europe) Ltd 
338A Ladbroke Grove, London W10 5AH. 
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I’ve tried to get a good balance in my team, but they 
still seem hopelessly useless. Perhaps it’s their leader 



Gag the gods by rolling little balls into their mouths. 
This is a very literal translation of one of the TV games 


The Crystal 



Reviewed by Andy Shaw 


I N producing Channel 4’s game show 
with a difference, The Crystal Maze, 
Chatsworth Television managed to 
come up with a formula that turned it into 
cult viewing almost overnight: Extrovert 
presenters, challenging puzzles instead of 
the usual tedious general knowledge ques¬ 
tions, and a varied and interesting set. 

Following its success, it has been 
brought out in game format both as a 
computer game on other formats and as a 
separate coin-operated machine. 

Now there’s a PC version, so if you’re 
the kind of person who always thought 
they could do better than the contestants 
without wanting to go through the actual 
humiliation of being televised, here’s your 
opportunity. 

The TV game consists of a team of six 


players who take turns in completing a 
number of challenges. These come in four 
types: Physical, skill, mental and mystery. 
To make things more interesting, there are 
also four zones: Aztec, Medieval, 
Futuristic and Ocean. These allow for the 
puzzles to be themed, but 
make little difference to 
the actual games except 
for the setting. 

For each chal¬ 
lenge successfully 
completed, you get a 
crystal. After three or 
four have been played 
in each zone, the players 


go to the Crystal Dome. This is a big glass 
semi-sphere in which are put lots and lots 
of gold and silver tokens. 

These are blown around and the contes¬ 
tants have a set time to collect as many 
gold tokens as they can. The time limit is 
set at five seconds for each crystal 
won throughout the zones 
and each silver token col¬ 
lected is taken away 
from the final gold 
total. Collect 100 gold 
tokens and you win a 
prize. 

The PC version is tightly 
based around the TV show. 



with the same zones, similar if not identi¬ 
cal puzzles, and a team of people with 
which to complete them. The only area 
thing lacking is the presenter, though 
depending on what you think of the per¬ 
sonalities who lead the teams around this 
may not necessarily be a bad thing. 

You take the role of the 
team captain. At the start 
you must choose six char¬ 
acters from a bank of 12, 
each of whom has 
strengths and weaknesses. This is a very 
important part of the game, for if you find 
yourself playing the physically agile types 
in a mental test, you could end up with no 
crystals by the time you make it to the 
Dome. 

After choosing the team, you pick a 
zone out of the four mentioned above and 
start to play. There are a set number of 
puzzles on each level, and you have to 
make sure you match your players’ 
strengths with the correct puzzle. 

Unfortunately, there is no way of know- 




LET’S ENTER THE CRYSTAL MAZE 


Jump onto the pieces of wood in this 
physical game from the Ocean zone. You’ve 
got to get to the boiler to win the crystal 


Traverse the maze in this skill game from the 
Futuristic zone. Be sure to be fast though 
because time can be very tight 


Now, 12 and 7 make, er... These mental 
games can be tough and those in the 
Medieval zone are no exception 
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THE CRYSTAL MAZE ■ GAMES ARENA 





So here we are in the Crystal Dome. I’ve 
got bags of time but those silver tokens 
keep falling into my target 


a screen of platform-type jumping over 
and across things. These are harder than 
they look as timing is of the essence. Skill 
games vary from mazes, shooting moving 
targets, catching falling objects... that kind 
of thing. 

Mental games involve maths type ques¬ 
tions, magic squares, solitaire and worse. 
And finally, the mystery problems are usu¬ 
ally obscure clues which you have to trans¬ 
late into an object that can be found in a 
very busy picture. 

The graphics and 
sound are nice enough, 
but really designed to be 
more functional than 
attractive. The important 
emphasis is on the fact that you can play 
the Crystal Maze. 

And very addictive it is too. Getting 100 
gold tokens is hard, even on the easy level. 
And you will want to play it until you get 
them. However, the game is not finished 
until you have collected the 100 tokens on 
the hardest difficulty setting. At the time 
of going to press I was hard pushed getting 
any crystals on the hardest level. 

My biggest criticism is that there aren’t 
enough puzzles. The difference in level dif¬ 
ficulty comes from making the same puz¬ 
zles harder, rather than producing harder 
problems. After playing it three or four 
times, you’ll come to know what to expect 
- very different from the show where you 
walk through the door completely un¬ 
prepared. 

If you’re looking for a 
lavish television type 
extravaganza, you will be 
disappointed. Despite the 
licence this has nothing of 
the full motion video and animation you 
might expect from a computer version of a 
television program nowadays. 

However, this doesn’t detract from the 
gameplay which is about as near as you 
could get to taking part. If you are out to 
have a go at the maze this is about the next 
best thing. H23 


ing what these strengths are until you try 
them out, as the manual is deliberately 
sketchy on the subject, but trial and error 
soon gives you a good idea. 

The puzzles are initially i 
extremely hard, even on 
the lowest difficulty levels 
- and there are 100 set- | 
tings. However, you soon 
get used to the problems, and they become 
easier by virtue of recognition and the 
ability to develop techniques. 

Most are a challenge over and over 
again as they have random elements in 
them and get increasingly harder as the 
skill level is increased. It is no mean feat to 
collect enough crystals to give your team 
enough time to collect a decent number of 
gold tokens. 

The puzzles vary in quality from prob¬ 
lem to problem, though one mazer’s 
lock in is another’s crystalline piece of 
cake. Some, I thought, were ridiculously 
hard and simply shouldn’t have been in 
the game. These usually included some 


sort of mathematical question - the type 
that prompts somebody else to come 
up, shout “The answer’s 42 you idiot” 
but then can’t complete a simple 
slider puzzle. 

So I guess this is evidence that there’s 
something for everyone, but you’ll defi¬ 
nitely come across something that will 
send those with hair pulling it out of their 
head in clumps. 

Control methods of all the puzzles are 


“Puzzles vary in quality 
problem to problem” 


entirely user configurable. My preferred 
method was the mouse for mental and 
mystery games, while a gamepad was most 
suitable for the physical and most of the 
skill games. 

The physical challenges usually involve 


Rearrange the squares one by one until you get an octopus 
in a porthole. Actually, I think I’d rather leave it as is 


Madly clicking won’t help with this Aztec 
mystery game because if you have more 
than three attempts there’s a lock In 


Publisher 

Telephone 

Price 

Format 


Sherston Software 
0666 840433 

£39.95 _ 

Floppy 


PC_386_ 

Total memory 2IVIb _ 

Sound support SoundBlaster, PAS, 

_ Ultrasound _ 

Control Mouse, joystick, 

_ keyboard _ 

Hard drive 2Mb 


The Even More Incredible Machine 
Sierra 

Reviewed Jan ’94 

Verdict 80% The puzzle game for 
the terminally 
fidgety. Play around 
with weird machines 
and inventions 


Lemmings 2 

Reviewed April ’93 
Verdict 96% Those little green 

fellows with suicidal 
tendencies. More 
puzzle fun with a 
platform like 
_emphasis 


★★★ 

★★★ 


VERDICT 

“A good 
computer 
interpretation of 
the TV show ” 

79 % 
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COMPETITION 



/A ©OOiAPtSir 



PERSONAL 

PIANO 

SYSTEM 



FLIGHT PACK 
AND GAMEPAD 








THE winner of this PC HOME 
competition will become the 
owner of the Gravis Personal 
Piano System. Reviewed this 
issue, it can take the absolute 
beginner from scratch to 
keyboard competence in a 


matter of weeks. Its advanced 
software/hardware link up 
means that your PC can monitor 
how well you are doing and 
guide you along the rocky path 
to musical mastery - perfect for 
aspiring musicians of all ages. 

In addition, the system 
includes a Gravis UltraSound 
card for improved music and 
game effects, a 49-key pressure 
sensitive Midi keyboard, Midi 
connector, and all the cables 
you need. All you have to 
supply is enthusiasm. 

Runners up 



Your entry form 


1. Which company publishes the Piano software used Name ... 
by Gravis Personal Piano System? 

□ Software Toolworks . 

□ Microsoft 

□ Musicware Address 

2. How many keys on a piano make up one octave? . 

□ 8 012 016 


3. Which is the most important key on the piano? 

□ Middle C DTopE □ Lower G .Postcode. 

Daytime telephone number. 

Send your completed entry form to PC HOME Gravis 
Competition, Europa House, Adlington Park, 
Macclesfield SK10 4NP 

Q Please tick this box if you do not want to be 
informed of the latest technological releases. 


Rules: 

• Employees of Europress Publications or Advanced 
Gravis and related companies may not enter 

• No photocopies are permitted 

• Entries must arrive by first post on November 20 




SECOND and third prizes are 
the Gravis Flight Pack Pro, with 
Flight Simulator 5 and an 
advanced analogue joystick, 
and four Gravis Gamepads. 

All you have to do is answer 
the questions below (Hint: Read 
the Gravis Piano review in this 
issue), fill in your details and 
send your entry form to PC 
HOME Gravis Competition, 
Europa House, Adlington Park, 
Macclesfield SK10 4NP to arrive 
no later than November 20. 
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WINDOWS 
LASER PRINTER 


m MF VIRTUAL 

M m MM RESOLUTION 

OPPM oUUdpi 



6 PAGES PER MINUTE A4 USING SHARP EDGE TECHNOLOGY 

GDI & PCL ^ 

WINDOWS & DOS EMULATIONS 

The NEC Superscript^'^ 610 is the first personal 
laser printer designed specifically for Windows'^'*'. 

Using NEC developed technology in a simple, compact design, 
it’s the first laser printer that’s driven by your PC’s processor rather than its own. 

This means it can output jobs superfast with NEC laser 
print quality. And, when you upgrade your PC, you’ll be 
upgrading your printer too. 


ULTRA FAST PRINTING 


Superscript 610 II 
Test PC ■ 486 33MH^ with 



Performance is always an 
issue when choosing any 
piece of hardware. By using 
a GDI Windows printer, any 
unnecessary translations 
into other languages are 
eliminated and information 
is converted directly into dot 
graphics, making it faster 
than any other laser printing 
technology. By eliminating 
the extra translations, the print speed is virtually doubled. Once 
the information starts to reach the NEC Superscript 610, full 
engine speed is attained - the more complex the print job, the 
higher the speed advantages. 

~ SUPERB PRINT QUALITY ~ 

The Superscript 610 uses a 
new NEC designed and 
manufactured laser engine 
which, together with NEC’s 
new Sharp Edge Technology 
(SET), produces crisp, sharp 
output with solid blacks, fine 
halftones and virtual 600 dpi 
print quality. And, since all 
Windows compatible fonts 
such as TrueType'^'^ and Adobe Type Manager™ will be correctly 
rasterized, WYSIWYG is guaranteed. 

~ WINDOWS & DOS COMPATIBILITY ~ 

As with the spoken language, translations from one language into 
another are not always precise, and are open to interpretation. This 
problem also arises when printers translate data from PC applications. 
Therefore, why not take the language already used by Windows and use 
it to describe the pages to the printer? A GDI printer does exactly this. 
Unlike other printers, a GDI printer takes the GDI page description 
directly from the PC & prints exactly whats on screen without translation. 
The NEC 610 also includes PCL, giving the added compatibility of being 
able to print from DOS applications running under Windows. 



TYPICAL PRINTING 


BEHER THAN 
THE COMPETITION 

RRP 

PAGES PER MINUTE 

VIRTUAL RESOLUTION 
USING EDGE ENHANCEMENT 

TONER CARTRIDGE LIFE 
MACHINE LIFE 
ON-SITE WARRANTY 


NEC 

Superscript 610 

FACIT 

P8042 

STAR 

Wintype 4000 

£299 

£399 

£399 

6 

4 

4 

600 x600dpi 

600 x600dpi 

600 x600dpi 

4,000 pages 

600 pages 

4,000 pages 

100k pages 

30k pages 

100k pages 

YES 

NO 

NO 


~ GDI 2-WAY COMMUNICATION ~ 



Superscript 610 has a 
high-speed port capable 
of extremely fast data 
throughput. This allows for 
instantaneous on-screen 


feedback from printer to PC showing 
status e.g. Paper Out or Toner Low 
messages (see diagram to right). No 
special interface is required on your PC, 
just a standard parallel printer cable. 

~ FRIENDLY ON THE ENVIRONMENT ~ 

The Superscript 610 has a very small footprint for such a high 
performance 6 ppm design and uses less material in its manufacture. 
In power saving mode, the printer needs less than 20W idle, meeting 
the US Environmental Protection Agency’s pollution reducing 
standard and gaining an Energy Star award. A one-piece 
consumable cartridge with a 4,000 page life and a maintenance-free 
engine for life all contribute towards outstandingly low running costs. 

-- FUTURE-PROOF ASSURANCE ^ 

GDI rasterization is performed by your PC. Upgrading the PC with 
more memory or a faster CPU, or upgrading your version of 
Microsoft™ Windows will automatically upgrade the Superscript 610. 


£299 

+ VAT = £351.33 

SPECIFICATIONS 

ENGINE 

• NEC Manufactured Solid State Laser Electrophotography 

• Non-Magnetic Mono Component Development 

• Warm Up: <85s (@20°C) 

• First Print Time; 23s (Normal Mode) 

108s (Power Saving Mode) 

SPEED 

• 6 Pages Per Minute (A4) 

GRAPHICS RESOLUTION 

• 300 X 300dpi with SET Option 

• Virtual 600 x 600dpi 

PROCESSOR 

• 8051 Wincontroller 

MEMORY 

• 256K Standard - Uses Memory from your PC 

EMULATIONS 

• Microsoft Windows GDI (Graphical Device Interface) 

• PCL 4.5 Software Emui n for DOS Software under Windows 

STATUS DISPLAY 

• Operator's Panel with 3 LED Indicators 

• PC On-Screen Status Feedback with Animation 

MEDIA 

• Auto 50-Sheet Hopper Feed 

• Optional 200 Sheet Hopper Available - LAA 4006 

• A4, Letter, Executive Sizes 

• Paper, Lables, Transparencies, Envelopes 

CONSUMABLES 

• Single EP 4,000 Page (@ 5% Coverage) Cartridge 

RELIABILITY 

• MTBF: 3,000 Hours 

• LIFE: 100,000 Pages or 5 Years 

• Duty Cycle: 1,700 Pages Per Month 

INTERFACE 

• Centronics^'^ Parallel High Speed Bi-Directional 

WARRANTY 

• 1 Year Parts and Labour On-Site Call Out 

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS 

• IMB PC/AT i386SX16 or Higher 

• MS-DOS 3.3 or Higher 

• Windows 3.1 or Higher 

• 4Mb RAM and 8.5Mb Hard Drive Space 



THE SILICA SERVICE 


Before you decide when to buy 
, your new printer, we suggest you 
p. & think very carefully about WHERE 

Consider what it will be 
TO like a few months after you have 
made your purchase, when you may 
require additional peripherals and accessories or help and 
advice. And, will the company you buy from contact you with 
details of new products? At Silica, we ensure that you will 
have nothing to worry about. With our unrivalled experience 
and expertise, we can meet our customers' requirements 
with an understanding which is second to none. Complete 
and return the coupon now for our latest FREE literature and 
begin to experience the “Silica Service". 

• FREE OVERNIGHT DEUVERY: 

On all hardware orders shipped in the UK mainland 
(there is a small charge for Saturday delivery). 

• TECHNICAL SUPPORT HELPUNE: 

A team of technical experts will be at your service. 

• PRICE MATCH: 

We match on a “Same product - Same price" basis. 

• ESTABLISHED 16 YEARS: 

We have a proven track record in professional computer sales. 

• PART OF A £50M A YEAR COMPANY: 

With over 300 staff - We are solid, reliable and profitable. 

• BUSINESS + EDUCATION + GOVERNMENT: 

Volume discounts are available Tel: 081-308 0888. 


• SHOWROOMS: 

We have demonstration facilities at all our stores. 

• THE FULL STOCK RANGE: 

All of your computer requirements from one supplier. 

• FREE CATALOGUES: 

With special offers and product news, 

• PAYMENT: 

We accept most major credit cards, cash, cheque or 
monthly terms (APR 29.8% - written quotes on request). 



I 


licA^ 


D E B E 



AMS 

STORES NATIONWIDE 

08301208-4 


MAIL ORDER 081-309 1111 

PLUS TECHNICAL AND HEAD OFFICE 


Silica, Hatherley Road, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX 
PLUS BRANCHES AT: 

BRISTOL Debenhams- (3rd Floor), St James Barton 0272 291021 

CARDIFF 

Debenhams - 46-50 St. David’s Way 

0222 399789 

CHELMSFORD 

Debenhams - (2iid Floor), 27 High Street 

0245 355511 

CROYDON 

Debenhams - ( 2 nd Floor), 11-31 North End 081-688 4455 

GLASGOW 

Debenhams - ( 5 th Floor), 97 Argyle Street 041-221 0088 

GUILDFORD 

Debenhams - (3rd Floor), Millbrook 

0483 301300 

HARROW 

Debenhams - Open Sept ’94, Station Road 081-427 4300 

HULL 

Debenhams - ( 2 nd Floor), Prospect Street 

0482 25151 

IPSWICH 

Debenhams - ( 2 nd Floor), Weslgate Street 0473 221313 

LONDON 

52 Tottenham Court Road 

071-580 4000 

LONDON 

Debenhams - (3ra Floor), 334 Oxford St 

071-493 3735 

LUTON 

Debenhams - (1st fiood, Arndale Centre 

0582 21201 

MANCHESTER 

Debenhams - (3td Floor), Market Street 

061-832 8666 

PLYMOUTH 

Debenhams - (3rd Floor), Royal Parade 

0752 266666 

ROMFORD 

Debenhams - (3rd Floor), Market Place 

0708 766066 

SHEFFIELD 

Debenhams (3rd Floor), The Moor 

0742 768611 

SHEFFIELD 

Debenhams - Open Sept’94, Meadowhall Centre 0742 568555 

SIDCUP 

Silica House. Hatherley Road 

081-302 8811 

SOUTHAMPTON Debenhams - (1st Rood, Queensway 

0703 223888 

SOUTHEND 

Keddies - ( 2 nd rood. High Street 

0702 468039 

THURROCK 

Debenhams - ( 1 st Floor), Lakeside Centre 

0708 860066 


To: Silica. PCHOM-1194-227, Silica House, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup. Kent, DA14 40X 


PLEASE SEND A SAMPLE NEC PRINTOUT 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms: . Initials: 

Surname; . 

Company (ir applicable):. 

Address:. 


. Postcode: . 

Tel (Home); . 

Tel (Work): . 

Which computer(s), if any, do you own? 


. 227A J 


E&OE - Advertised prices and specilications may change - Please return the coupon lor the latest information. 





















































































































































W HEN I was younger I wanted to 
be an astronaut - that and a mil¬ 
lionaire. Perhaps unsurprisingly I 
ended up being neither, but I can’t say that 
I’m too disappointed at missing out on the 
former. 

After all, space travel nowadays just 
seems to revolve around popping up to the 
final frontier with a bunch of mice and 
spiders and recording their humorous 
attempts at getting to grips with zero grav¬ 
ity. Not exactly Buck Rogers is it? 

For those who’d like to go one step 
beyond, but don’t fancy all that training 
malarkey or Space Shuttle food, Microsoft 
have come up with Space Simulator, a log¬ 
ical progression from their much loved 
definitive Flight Sim package. 

Free space 



NOT a game as such, more of a freeform 
exploration of the universe, things start 
logically enough out in space with a cock¬ 
pit view of the Earth and Ring Station 1, 
one of the many space stations cluttering 
up the great out 
there of the 
future. 

This is the 
default starting 
point but there are a 
whole load of differ¬ 
ent scenarios and 
places you can load up 
and either watch like a 
tourist, or fly through. 
Basic missions include 
recreating the Apollo 17 landing 
dng the Space Shuttle but there is a 
variety of far more complex situations to 
get yourself into. Fancy orbiting Jupiter, 
flying past Halley’s comet on the way to 
the core of the Milky Way and visiting a 
future Mars base at dawn? If so, this is def¬ 
initely the game for you. 

Every time you load up a different situ¬ 
ation, a background briefing as to what 
you could try to do is brought up, but as a 
suggestion that’s all. It’s up to you to 
decide whether or not to take up the 



One of the situations on offer involves chasing The F-79 Galactic Fighter is a direct 

afteir Halley’s comet as it wends its merry way descendant of the F-16 Fighting Falcon 


Microsoft 




Reviewed by Wayne Williams 


option. There are no points to be earned 
here. Because just flying the same 
spacecraft around the universe could 
get a bit boring Space Simulator offers a 
choice of mod¬ 
els to test drive 
or, rather, test 
fly. 

The space 
shuttle, the 
Apollo Service 
Module, and 
the Lunar Excursion Module are all fairly 
faithful recreations of actual craft, whereas 
the Galactic Explorer, Bussard Ramjet, 
Callisto, F-79 Galactic Fighter, All-Terrain 
Lander and Zander Freighter are ships 


which Microsoft predict we’ll be seeing in 
the future. Regardless of which craft you 
choose, the control method remains the 
same. You just click on the right mouse 
button and then 
drag your ship 
around the 
screen. 

This mouse 
movement is the 
equivalent of 
applying the rele¬ 
vant directional thrusters and because 
there aren’t any brakes as such, you keep 
drifting until you’ve applied the opposite 
thrusters. This takes a little getting used to, 
but thankfully there’s autotracking and 


autopilot to stop you spinning too far out 
of control. 

Flying around the universe you get a 
choice of three main view styles: From 
inside the cockpit, from behind the ship or 
from an assigned point some way in the 
distance. You can also look out at the cos¬ 
mos from any window of any craft - front, 
back and both sides. 

Simple control 

UNFORTUNATELY, though, in the cock- 
pit view no attempt has been made to 
recreate a spacecraft’s suitably complex 
control panel and so instead the whole 
thing is presented in a rather dated looking 
Windows style interface. 

This is bit of a shame really, particularly 
as the programmers have obviously spent 
a lot of time on the other graphics - the 


“Missions include recreating 
the Apollo 17 landing and 
flying the Space Shuttle” 


This is a 
sight you 
don’t see 
every day. 

In case 
you don’t 
recognise 
it this is a 
black hole. 

Not very 
black is it? 
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MICROSOFT SPACE SIMULATOR ■ GAMES ARENA 



SHUTTLE UP 


Mission accomplished. It’s 
time to turn this baby around 
and head home. I’m a hero 
but will anyone notice? 


Space travel’s not just about 
getting ferried to and from 
you know. Occasionally you 
have to get out and walk 


Ignition sequence initiated. 
Countdown is progressing. 
We have blast off and I’m on 
my way into space 



external view of the crafts are 
beautifully light- 
sourced, for 
example. 

Sadly, this 
seems to be a 
design theme that 
runs through the 
whole program. 

Parts of it appear to 
have been thought¬ 
fully designed and 
laid out and the oth¬ 
ers simply slapped 
together. 

Sound is another prime example. 

The effects are incredibly sparse; just 
the roar of the engine - not that 
you’d expect to hear much in a vacuum 
anyway - but what’s there does add to the 
atmosphere. 

The music, a good selection rousing 
classical epics such as Beethoven’s 5th and 
Strauss’s Blue Danube, is AdLib only, 
though, and consequentially sounds 
absolutely dreadful. Why no SoundBlaster 
or Gravis support? 

Another strange thing about the game 
is its use of bitmaps. Where they are used 
for planets, nebulas and suchlike they add 
a stylish, photo-realistic shine to the pro¬ 


gram. Unfortunately, where the 
programmers have tried to incor¬ 
porate them into a planet’s surface they 
are just plain awful. 

Spoiled effect 

DIRTY great bitmapped squares slapped 
clumsily on to jagged bright green and 
blue polygon landscapes with no attempt 
made to blend them in don’t add anything 
to the realism. In fact, if anything they just 
spoil the whole effect, making the program 
look tatty. 

If the gameplay was top notch these lit- 


Some of 
the 

bitmapped 
galaxy 
graphics 
are superb, 
especially 
the star 
clusters 
and 

nebulas 


tie niggles wouldn’t really matter 
but, sadly, although there are plenty of 
places to visit and a fair bit to do, the 
majority of your time is spent simply 
sightseeing and this is the program’s major 
failing. 

Space Simulator is great to start with, 
hopping into a shiny new ship and going 
boldly where no man has gone before, but 
it soon becomes apparent that the reason 
no man’s gone there before is that outer 
space can get pretty boring, pretty quick. 
And once you’ve seen one charming plan¬ 
et, you’ve seen them all. COS 



Publisher 

Microsoft 

Telephone 

0734 270000 

Price 

£49 

Format 

Floppy 


PC 

386 

Total Memory 

4Mb 

Sound support AdLib 

Control 

Keyboard, mouse 
and joystick 

Hard drive 

15Mb 



Microsoft Flight Simulator 


Microsoft 
Reviewed Dec ’93 

Verdict 70% Similar style of game 

play but with a much 
more down to earth 
setting. Probably the 
best pure flight sim 

_ around _ 

Redshift Maris Multimedia 

Reviewed April ’94 
Verdict 4/6 Actually a 

multimedia reference 
package rather than 
a game, but if you 
like the idea of space 
exploration you’ll 
love this 


★ ★ 

★★★★ 

★ 

★ ★ 



And here’s a full screen view of the Eagle about to 
land. Neil Armstrong eat your heart out 


Fire up the lunar lander and add a little bit of reverse 
thrust. At least there’s no wind to worry about 


I##/ I 

1 

1 

■ .. - » . 





i 


“An interesting 
idea, great in 
places, average in 
others.” 

73 % 
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COMPETITION 





Total 

value over 

£1 ,oor 



WIN 


BOTH fun and educational, 
Knowledge Adventure 
CD-Rom products are 
suitable for any age. You 
can zoom through history 
with Speed Adventure, 
explore the depths of the 
oceans with Undersea 
Adventure and admire the 
realistic graphics of both 
3D Dinosaur Adventure 
\ and 3D Body Adventure. 

Vn 



jy(o 



KNOWLEDGE 

ADVENTURE 



Your entry form 


1. who were the joint developers of Magic Theatre? 

□ Knowledge Adventure Inc and Instinct Corporation 

□ Knowledge Adventure Inc and McDonalds 

□ Knowledge Adventure Inc and IBM 

2. How many drawing tools are shown on the main 
Magic Theatre screen? 

□ 1 0 3 0 4 

I would like to win: 

D Undersea Adventure □ Speed Adventure 
CU 3D Body Adventure CH 3D Dinosaur Adventure 


Name . 


Address. 


Rules: 

• Employees of Europress Publications or Suncom 
Technologies and related companies may not enter 

• No photocopies are permitted 

• Entries must arrive by first post on November 20 


Daytime telephone number.. 


..Postcode.. 


Send your completed entry form to PC HOME Magic 
Theatre Competition, Europa House, Adlington Park, 
Macclesfield SKIO 4NP 

CH Please tick this box if you do not want to be 
informed of the latest technological releases. 


We have five each of 
these great CDs to give 
away courtesy of 
Guildsoft. To stand a 
chance of winning, 
simply answer the 
questions on the entry 
form, fill in your details 
and send it to PC HOME 
Magic Theatre 
Competition, Europa 
House, Adlington Park, 
Macclesfield SK10 4NP, 
to arrive by first post on 
November 20. 

If you feel you need a 
few hints to help with 
the answers, see our 
Magic Theatre demo on 
this month’s CD-Rom. 
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486DX2-66 

for£699! 


✓ Intel 486DX2-66 

✓ 210Mb Hard Disk 

✓ 4Mb Ram 

✓ SVGA colour monitor 

✓ 3.5" floppy 

✓ 102-key keyboard 

✓ DOS 5.0 

✓ Fully upgradable 


486SX-33/2Mb RAM/80Mb HD 

£499 

486SX-33/4Mb RAM/210Mb HD 

£599 

486DX2-66/8Mb RAM/420Mb HD* 

£899 

486DX4-100/8Mb RAM/420Mb HD* 

£1299 

Pentium-60/8Mb RAM/420Mb HD* 

£1199 

*AII systems VL-Bus 8Mb/420Mb PCs include VESA IDE & VESA IMb 
video, 256k cache, DOS 6.2, mouse. 

Choose from these and other low-cost upgrades when 
you purchase: 

210Mb to 250Mb HD £20 • 210Mb to 420Mb HD £49 • 14" to 
15" Monitor from £85 • Multimedia kit, CD ROM, 2CDs 
Speakers & Sound card £239 • Windows 3.11 £49 



MINT - Britain's best value PCs and an unparalleled 
reputation for quality at unbeatable prices 

■ A leading direct vendor since 1986 

■ 1 year warranty and lifetime technical support 

■ 1000's of satisfied customers, including many 
blue chip companies 

■ 14-day no quibble money-back guarantee 

'High quality PCs with very aggressive prices' 

- What Personal Computer 


Call us on the Mint Hotline 


081 965 




5151 


All major credit 
cards accepted 


/O 

MINT 


Fax 081-965 3243 
R&D Technology Limited 

3 The Metro Centre 
Britannia Way 
Park Royal 
London NW10 7PA 


Prices subject to fluctuation without prior notice. Surcharges on credit card 
transactions. Please add VAT + carriaoe to orice. 



















THE PC 96 High Street, Colchester, Essex. C01 1TH FREE 

MUSIC STORE Tel / Fax 01206 769176 brochures 


Midicon Midi Keyboard, 2 Octave with 8 O ctave range Only £89.95 inc VAT & Delivery 


YAMAHA 

Rt* HfU9*/ ^ 



NEW! 

Amazing Classic 3000 

Sound Card. Brilliant samples for 
music + FM compat for games. 
Bundled with Cubase Lite 
16 bit sampling 


CD quality GM 
module, 
Steinberg 
sequencer/ 
notation 
software, midi 
jukebox, 20 
FREE songs and 
cables. 

No card needed, 
runs from serial 
port. 

ONLY £269 
inc VAT 

ONLY 
£179 
inc UAT 



W« Stock home recording & hi-tech 
keyboards caii for brochures 
MUSiC SOFTWARE 

Cakewalk Pro 3 
Cakewalk Home Studio 
Cubase Lite 
Procyon 32 track 
Turtle Tools 

Encore—The best notation 
Sound Impression 
Musicator 
Wave Windows 
Band in a Box 
The Pianist 

Midi file packs (call for lists) 

Cubase Score 
Steinburg Music Station 

Lots of other software available 


Midicon - 25 key, 8 octave range £85 

Studio 49 - 49 keys £99 

Studio 61 -61 keys £160 

CMS 61 - 61 keys, pitch band etc £249 

Roland PC 200GS - 49 keys + PB, £165 

Goldstar GMK49 - as above + PSU £149 

Studio 900 - 88 weighted keys + PB £529 


£219 

£109 

£89 

£45 

£70 

£399 

£30 

£245 

£109 

£65 

£45 

£9.95 

£399 

£169 


TURTLE 
BEACH 

Maui - GM + sample store 
Tahiti - Superior 16 bit sampling 
Monterey - Both the above & effects 
All include VAT 


The 

Best Cards 

£169 
£289 
£359 


HARDWARE 

Roland SCC-1 £329 

Microsound Active speakers, full 
range, brilliant £119 pair 

401 Midi Interface £59 

Musicquest Parallel £99 

Musicquest midi interface card £75 

Key Serial interface £89 

CALL FOR BROCHURES 

All prices include VAT 



CLIP ART 



TM 


COMPATIBLE WITH ALL THESE 
APPLICATIONS:- 

Windows Paintbrush, Pagemaker, Ventura, 
Pageplus, MS Publisher, Timeworks, 
Jetsetter, Avagio, Deskpress, PowerPoint, 
MS Word, WordPerfect, Ami Pro, Corel 
Draw, Micrografx Designer, Design Works, 
Arts & Letters, Neopaint, Envision Publisher 
and any other application capable of 
importind PCX format graphics. If unsure 
please phone us. 


OO IC»] 

101091 
B I 000903 
u- I 99 I • 

EACH COMPLETE SUBJECT comes on ONE disk and contains a minimum of 30 HIGH 
QUALITY PCX FORMAT images, created in the UK by our team of graphic designers, 
ready for you to use freely in your own documents. 

□ GLOBAL TRAVEL - Famous □ MAPS - Outlines of Countries, 

landmarks around the World Continents, Globes, and World maps 

□ FLAGS - Flags of European and □ SIGNS & SYMBOLS - From no 


n XMAS - Traditional, festive, 
religious, party and childrens 
images for the yuletide season 

SPECIAL OFFER 

Order 10 or more disks and get 

Xmas FREE! 

(offer doses 1 Jan 95) 



other major countries 

□ CAPITAL LETTERS - Various A to 
Z sets for the start of paragraphs 

□ FOOD & DRINK - Edble images 
ideal for Bar/Restaurant menus 

□ SPEaAL OCCASIONS - Greetings 
and images for all those special days 

□ SOCCER - Highlights of the game 
on and off the pitch 

□ BARGAIN BASEMENT - Ready to 
use bargain messages for sales, etc 

□ AUTUMN -Autumnal scenes, Guy 
Fa>A4(es, and Halloween 


smoking signs to astrological symbols 

□ FRAMES A BORDERS - Victorian, 
Art Noveau, and Modem borders 

□ RELIGION - Events from Christian 
calendar, religious symbols, A Saints 

□ WEDDINGS - Brides, grooms, bells, 
bows, flowers, cakes, and limousines 

□ DANCE - Ballroom, Disco, Ballet, 
and Modem Dance 

□ MUSIC - Musical illustrations from 
classical to pop 

n TENNIS - Bring the action of the 
court to life with these illustrations 


□ WILD ANIMALS - A selection of 
wild animals from aligators to zebras 

□ FARM ANIMALS A PETS - domes 
ticated animals from pussies to pigs 
n TRANSPORT - Trains, Boats, and 
Planes; travel by land, sea, and air 

□ SPORT - Illustrations of most 
popular summer and winter sports 

□ BUSINESS - Office images froi 
staplers to executives on the move^ 

□ PEOPLE - Adults and children 
eating, drinking, working, and playing 

□ EASTER - Eggs, chicks, bunnies, 
religious, and spring time images 

□ SUMMER HOLIDAYS - Sun, sea, 
sand, and holiday fun 


iUSE THIS ORDER FORM NOW OR PHONE 0923 252196 S 


I- 5 disks £3.50 each 
6-10 disks £2.99 each 

II- 15 disks £2.85 each 

16-f disks £2.75 each 
ALL PRICES ARE 
FULLY INCLUSIVE 
THE PRICE YOU SEE 
IS ALL YOU PAY 

[CYBERNETIC IMAGINATION SYSTEMS LTD • 21A CHURCH ROAD 


PLEASE SEND ME THE CUP ART SUBJECTS TICKED 

ON DS-S" OR □5.25" DISKS FOR (AMOUNT) £_ 

PAYMENT METHOD: GCHEQUE / DACCESS / DVISm 

cRDNonnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 

EXPIRY □□/□□signature_ 

NAME__ 

STREET_ 

TOWN_ 

COUNTY_POSTCODE 



I ^A^M^HCH HOAD • WATFORD • HERTS • WD1 3PY • PHONE 0923 25219^ 
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REGULAR 


SHAREWARE 


Jim Hoggarth takes 
another stroll down 
shareware street in the 
search for the hottest 
properties on the market 




WinZip presents itself with a neat, uncluttered 
main listing window from which files within an 


archive are selected for operations 



Double click on a recognised or associated file 
name and the relevant action takes place. Here 
a TXT file is displayed via Notepad 



Plenty of options make for a flexible program 
and WinZip offers enough user preferences 
to cater for even the most avid compressor 


WinZip 5.5 

A nyone who regularly works 
with ZIP’d archive files - partic¬ 
ularly those with a fast modem 
and no control over when to stop 
downloading them - will have come 
across the same sort of management 
problems. ZIP files tend to be some¬ 
what anonymous to start with, and 
using the standard unzipping tools 
from the Dos command line is a pain. 

After a heavy download session I 
always seem to be forever creating and 
changing directories, unpacking files 
and testing - occasionally to find a 
gem but, more often than not, wanting 
to reverse the whole process and dis¬ 
card an uninspiring piece of software. 
So, delete the files, return to the home 
directory and start all over again. 

Performing this malarkey under 
Windows is no easy feat. Do you 
unpack under Dos and run Windows 
every time, or create a suitable unzip¬ 
ping environment which runs happily 
within Windows? I run a public 
domain Dos command line emulator 
just for this sort of job. 

Even so, it only saves the time 
involved in loading Windows every 
time. In addition to this, how can you 
be sure that the new shareware pack¬ 
age you are evaluating has not left bits 
of itself strewn across your hard disk, 
or blown the system INI files out of all 
proportion? 

The one-stop solution is now avail¬ 
able in version 5.5 of WinZip. Right 
from the start this program presents 
itself in a good light. The single appli¬ 


cation window sports a row of buttons 
for commonly used commands, under 
which the contents of any open or 
newly created ZIP file are listed. 

You are not limited to ZIP files, inci¬ 
dentally, as WinZip also supports ARC, 
LZH and so on by automatically run¬ 
ning the associated Dos executable on a 
packed file, but as you need to pur¬ 
chase these separately and WinZip sup¬ 
ports the ZIP 2.0 format internally, I 
assume you will be working with ZIPs. 

Extensive options 

THE things you can do with this ZIP 
file are extensive. As you would 
expect, you can extract the complete 
file list to a target directory. 
Alternatively, individual files can be 
highlighted and extracted separately, 
the selection process being identical to 
that used by the File Manager and its 
imitators through the Alt and Ctrl key 
modifiers. 

Better still, a double click on any 
one file extracts it to a temporary 
directory and either runs it if an exe¬ 
cutable or loads a data file with an 
application through the normal asso¬ 
ciation method. This makes initial 
evaluation very simple, as without 
unzipping the whole caboodle you can 
quickly view the supplied documents 
or help files and decide whether it’s 
even worth further investigation. 

It is refreshing to find that once you 
have closed this application, WinZip 
removes the file automatically. A vari¬ 
ation on the theme is the Check-Out 


feature. WinZip can pull the whole 
contents list out - or optionally just 
those files which are executable or 
have associations - and create a new, 
unique Program Manager group com¬ 
plete with icon for each. 

You may now run the items at your 
leisure and when the original ZIP 
archive is closed, WinZip will prompt 
for confirmation before deleting the 
whole lot, including the Program 
Manager group. 

Things get better than that. The lat¬ 
est addition to the feature list - and 
for me, the one which now makes 
WinZip a must-have utility - is full 
support for program installation and, 
hopefully, complete removal of the 
application once you are done trying 
it out. This is enabled whenever 
WinZip detects an included Setup or 
Install executable file. 

The process is quite complex and 
may fall foul of some installations, but 
I have yet to break it. Basically, 
WinZip takes a backup of all your 
important Windows files, interrogates 
Program Manager for the current 
group information, offers up a warn¬ 
ing about not running any other 
application in the meantime and then 
launches the install program. 

You simply try the program out, 
and on returning to WinZip have the 
option to leave it installed or per¬ 
form a full uninstall routine. This 
involves deleting all those files creat¬ 
ed or copied, restoring the INI files, 
killing new Program Manager groups 


and tidying up directories. 

It wasn’t so long back that you 
would have needed three programs to 
do all this: the original Dos PkZip and 
PkUnzip package, a Windows front- 
end such as WinZip, and a dedicated 
software uninstaller. Now that all 
three are wrapped into one, WinZip’s 
looking ever more an indispensable 
tool and at a bargain price. 

Two way process 

NATURALLY this is not just a one 
way process. Creating new ZIP files or 
updating and adding to an existing 
one is just as simple. This can be done 
manually by typing in file names and 
paths individually, or by drag and 
drop from the File Manager. In fact. 
File Manager gains a whole new menu 
automatically for working with 
WinZip directly. 

One slight annoyance is that not all 
of the PkZip 2.0g features are support¬ 
ed internally. Disk spanning over flop¬ 
pies, for example, still requires that 
you have a copy of PKZIP.EXE at 
hand. The same applies for creating 
self-extracting EXE files. However, the 
average user will find WinZip perfect¬ 
ly adequate for all their needs. 


WinZip 5.5 

Author 

Nice Mak, USA 

UK Reg 

£38.78 

Eval Copy 

All good BBSs and disk 


vendors 
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REGULAR 


SHAREWARE (SOQSraOQJJp 



The intro screen is nice, but expecting this sort 
of detail in the game is the height of optimism 



Banking to port to fly under two 
approaching bandits at 12 o’clock 



Oops! Somehow we seem to have strayed 
into the path of a heat-seeking missile! 


F-18, No Fly Zone 


A S A change from blasting aliens 
with lots of Zs and Ks in their 
name, how about climbing 
aboard your F-18 and exacting the 
same sort of treatment to airborne 
enemies? F-18, No Fly Zone, is a brave 
and respectably successful attempt to 
bring arcade action to Windows 3.1 - 
which is not an easy task. 

The game uses a fixed, 256-colour 
backdrop against which the 3D objects 
move, appearing from a perspective 
horizon across the screen. These com¬ 
prise attacking aircraft, usually in 
waves of three, and clouds which 
rapidly stream below your F-18 to give 
an effect of high-speed forward move¬ 
ment. 

At first I thought the clouds were 
flying saucers and that I was back in 
Space Invaders mode, due to the 
clouds all being identically shaped like 
albino fried eggs. Some randomness in 
the cloud variety and thickness - per¬ 
haps even the odd moment where you 
disappear into a bank of misty 
Stratocumulus - would do wonders 
for the realism. 

As it is the graphics are not too bad, 
given that Windows 3.1 was never 
designed for fast sprite animation. As 
you steer the F-18 
around the skies 
using keyboard, 
mouse or joy¬ 
stick control 
the aircraft banks 
appropriately. The 
forward view also 
changes according 
to the relative alti¬ 
tude - in other words, 
whether the plane is above, on or 
below the artificial horizon. The 
attacking craft similarly bank as they 
peel off and move out of your line of 
sight. 

Naturally, the whole point of the 



Collect missile packs for extra fire power 



game is to throw armaments at the 
opposition. They, in turn, will be loos¬ 
ing off missiles in your direction, the 
shell bursts of which must be avoided 
or lives are lost. Mid-air collisions are 
also not recommended. 

Power ups 

INITIALLY you are only armed with a 
dual cannon. As some of the attacking 
aircraft are destroyed they release 
^ either extra arms - a limited 
^ number of rockets - or med- 
^ ical tokens each of which 
^ V returns one of your partial¬ 
ly lost lives. 

The first two levels 
W S fairly pedestrian, 

but they do get you 
into the swing of things. The 
game speed, mouse sensitivity, sound 
effects and degree of screen details are 
all under control, by the way. The 
third level requires a modicum of 
extra skill other than just an accurate 




trigger finger. Points scored by anni¬ 
hilating the enemy are lost when you 
hit oncoming friendly aircraft, and if 
you stupidly shoot down your for¬ 
ward travelling companion plane, say 
good-bye to the whole of your careful¬ 
ly accumulated score! 

Okay then, so much for a rather 
dry description, but is F-18 No Fly 
Zone any good? Well, sort of. I 
enjoyed playing the game, but felt 
cheated for several reasons. For one, 
despite no documentation confirming 
this, I assume there are only 20 levels. 
Even more unappealing is that only 
three of these are included in the 
shareware version. 

That would not be too bad if you 
could be sure of bigger, better and 
more varied levels. However, the 
meagre texts provided make mention 
only of those objects already seen in 
the first three parts. 

The sole assumption I can draw 
from this is that the remaining seven¬ 


teen levels comprise much of the 
same. Is this enough to keep your 
interest beyond the initial honey¬ 
moon? I feel not. 

The next gripe concerns realism. 
True, this is not a simulation, but a 
shoot-em-up. But the rate at which 
rockets travel between firing and 
meeting the enemy is fixed. 

When hugging the bottom of the 
screen it takes far longer for the rock¬ 
ets to hit home compared with a shot 
fired off when in the exact line of 
sight, due to the distance travelled on 
the screen. 

Polished off 

BUT, of course, perspective should 
come into play here so that the target 
is hit after precisely the same delay. 
The result is that enemy aircraft are 
more easily polished off the ‘closer’ 
you are to the central horizon line. 

However, regular readers will know 
I moan too much, so my final conclu¬ 
sion can only be to try F-18 No Fly 
Zone for yourself. Just make sure you 
have a fast PC and video card. 
Recommended minimums are a 
386/33DX, Local Bus VGA supporting 
at least 640x480 in 256 colours, 6Mb 
of memory and one of the many sup¬ 
ported sound cards. 

I actually managed to run the game 
in 4Mb only, but this was without 
Program Manager loaded and with no 
SmartDrive cache. It wasn’t as smooth 
as it could be, also due to having only a 
moderately fast ISA video adapter. It’s 
best at 800 x6 00 resolution, by the way. 


F-18, No Fly Zone 

Author 

DOE Entertainment, USA 

UK Reg 

£17 inc 

Eval Copy 

testware 0423 886415 
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SERVICES 



Computer Music Specialists 


Sound Station for Windows.£85 

A brand new UK written Windows sound program from Sunrise 
Software. Sound Station turns your PC into a MIDI sampler. Sound 
Station uses standard wave files. Record and edit a sample, play it 
from a MIDI keyboard or from your sequencer changing pitch and 
even convert a MIDI file to a wave file! You can also create your own 
sounds using Fourier synthesis. 


Audition GS for Windows.£85 

A UK written Windows MIDI sequencer from Sunrise Software. With 
full support for the GS standard. Enter pan, reverb, patch and 
volume anywhere on any track, and also edit GS voices. Uses 
standard MIDI files, works in music notation, includes drum track 
editor. Will load type 0 and 1 MIDI files and converts type 0 to type 
1. Includes full Windows Help and is very easy to use. 


PC Drummer for Windows.£49 

PC Drummer provides an easy way to produce drum patterns and 
rhythm tracks for inclusion in your songs, just by clicking on the 
drum pattern grid. Link patterns to form a song and output a MIDI file 
for loading into your sequencer. Better than a drum machine! If you 
use drums you need PC Drummer. 


Sales hotline ® 081-658 7251 

All prices exclude VAT and carriage. E&OE 
PC Services 78 Beckenham Road, Beckenham, Kent BR3 4RH 


LINEFEED Disks ~ Hard Disks - Multimedia C 
Phone 071 474 1765 Fax 071 474 3440 


Unit 7 Ashmead Business Centre, North Crescent, Cody Road, London E16 4TG 


CD-ROM DRIVES 


Cables + Software included special 

SONY CDU33A Dual Speed £85 +VAT =£99.33 

PANASONIC CR562B Dual Speed £99 +VAT =£116.33 

WEARNES ‘Beethoven’ Dual Speed £99 + VAT = £116.33 

BEETHOVEN Full spec Multisession & CDi movie compatible 
External Dual Speed CD-ROM Drive £269 + VAT £316.08 


SOUND CARDS 




Pro Sonic 16 
Sound FX (16 bit Stereo) 
New Gravis Ultrasound Max 
Sound FX Classic 3000 


£59 H 
£75- 
£154h 
£149- 


VAT 

VAT 

VAT 

VAT 


= £69.38 
= £88.13 
= £180.95 
= £175.95 


MULTIMEDIA 


CD-ROM Drive with Soundcard 
Sony CDUm + Sound FX16 £159 + VAT = £186.83 

Panasonic CR562B +Pro Sonic 16 £159 +VAT =£186.83 

Stereo Speakers £7.50 Amplified Stereo Speakers £17.50 
10CD Starter Pack £29.95 7th Guest £14.90 

MSEncarta £49.95 New Grolier Encyclopedia £25.00 

Minerva CDs: II £8.50; III £9.50; IV £11.50; V £12.50 
Minerva Set (4CDs 25,000 Shareware/PD Titles £29.00 

We have a wide range of CD titles available - 


MPEG 
Full 
Motion 
Video 

■n 

Professional Quality Bulk Disks 

High clip Dysan / Verbatim bulk. 

These are the error-tree, durable disks used by commercial software 
distributors. If you are fed up with the cheap, substandard disks 
normally sold mail order, give us a call! 

(Disk prices include VAT and Delivery) 


• REEL MAGIC LITE MPEG CARD £249 + VAT 

• VISIONETICS MPEG MASTER £205 + VAT 

• TRUST PCTV BOARD Full screen TV £129 + VAT 

• PLATINUM 60W Computer Amp/EQ £65 + VAT 

• PC Volume Control fits any Soundcard £18 + VAT 

• Trust Video Capture board 30fps £189 + VAT 

• RADIO FX FM Stereo Tuner card £42 + VAT 


= £292.58 
= £240.88 
= £151.58 
= £76.38 
= £21.15 
= £222.08 
= £49.35 



20 

50 

100 

200 

500 

DSDD 3.5" 

£ 9.40 

£ 20.50 

£ 33.50 

£ 60.55 

£ 142.07 

DSHD 3.5" 

£ 12.95 

£ 24.50 

£ 42.95 

£ 79.65 

£ 189.81 

DSDD 5.25" 

£ 7.20 

£ 13.92 

£ 22.48 

£ 42.19 

£ 96.06 

DSHD 5.25" 

£ 11.19 

£ 22.49 

£ 36.52 

£ 69.92 

£ 167.74 


Prices include labels and full warranty. Preformatting - add 4p per disk. 
SPECIAL OFFERS Prices include VAT & Overnight Delivery 

100 VERBATIM BULK DSHD (1.44Mb) 3.5" Disks.£39.50 

100 DYSAN BULK DSDD (720K) Disks.£33.75 

100 BRANDED Preformatted DSHD 3.5" Disks.£44.95 

110 KODAK BRANDED DSDD 5.25“ Disks.£21.50 

100 MITSUBISHI BRANDED DSHD 5.25" Disks.£35.50 

ANY ONE with 100 Capacity Lockable Box.add £3.50 




PUBLICATIONS - NO VAT, DELIVERY FREE 

COMPUTER TRADE DIRECTORY UK Suppliers.£6.50 

BUILD YOUR OWN PC New Edition.. £5.00 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE DIRECTORY.£12.50 


ENHANCED IDE & FAST ATA HARD 

DRIVES BY SEAGATE, WESTERN 
DIGITAL & CONNER 

We are now stocking the new breed of 
Enhanced IDE and Fast ATA drives - up 
to 30% faster than Fast SCSI 2, with data 
transfer rates in excess of lOMb/Sec. 

210Mb £118 +VAT =£138.65 

420Mb £149 + VAT = E175.C 

540Mb £195 +VAT =£229.13 

1Gbyte £450 +VAT =£528.75 

Hard drive prices are unstable - £Call 


HEWI Mode 3,4 & 5 
Enhanced VL Bus IDE Multi 1/0 Card 

For Maximum lOMb/sec + performance 
from the new Hard Drives. Supports RAID, 
E-IDE, Fast ATA-2, etc. Supports 4 Hard 
Drives (upto 8.3Gb each) or other IDE 
devices, 2 x FDD, printer & 2 x serial ports 
£39 +VAT = £45.83 


WE HA VE A COMPLETE RANGE OF HIGH 
PERFORMANCE MOTHERBOARDS, 
GRAPHICS CARDS, MPEG CARDS AND 
OTHER QUALITY COMPONENTS. 

WE ALSO OFFER UPGRAOE AND 
FiniNG SERVICES 

CALL FOR ADVICE AND A COMPETITIVE DUOTE 
PRICES BELOW INCLUDE VAT. 
STACKABLE DISK BOXES 
Cap.BOX3.5" Cap.200x3.5" 

(BANX) (Medialife) ...v.. 

1 £9.95 £15.45 ggt 

3 £28.00 £39.00 Wi 

5 £44.00 £49.50 ^ 

LOCKABLE DISK BOXES 
Capacity 40 50 100 

3.5" £2.95 £3.50 £5.50 

5.25" £5.20 £6.50 

Library Cases (For 10 Disks): 

Head Cleaner £! 

Mouse Mat £! 

Printer Cables £: 

Screen Filters: 

Micromesh £7.50 Optical Glass £16.50 
RE-INK Renews 20 - 40 Ribbons £9.45 
Inkjet Relills (HP, Canon etc) Black £9.50 
Colours £11.50 High Capacity£13.50 
HP/CANON Tricolour £18 

Dust Covers: System £9.95 

Keyboard £3.50 Printer £9.20 


DEXXA Products from Logitech: 

Joystick £12.95 Control Pad £12.95 
Mouse £9.95 Infra-red Control Pad £22.95 


imnsR* 

•oin . 
inn 


WHCVVA 
5 




Bibles & Reigion 7.65 

Ckpart Warehouse 7.65 

Cobssat Cookbook 7.65 

Cornplete Bookshop 7.65 
Computer RefererKe bb. 7.65 
Deathstar Arcade Battles 7.65 
Dtcbonanes & Language 7.65 
Encyclopedia of Sourb 1 7.65 

Encyclopedia of Sound 2 7.65 

Ham Radio 7.65 

HIV - AIDS Resource Guide 7.65 
Home & OffkE Legal Guide7.65 
Hugos House of Horrors 7.65 
Insane Impersonations 7.65 
Game Jamboree. MVPs 7.65 
Gardening 7.65 

Midi Master Collection 7.65 
MuKimedia Mania 7.65 

Our Solar System 7.65 

Personal Finance 7.65 

Windoware 7.65 

World Traveller 7.65 


(8.99) 
(8.99) 
(8 99) 
(8.99) 

(8.99) 

(8.99) j 

(8.99) 

(8.99) 
(8.99) 
(8.99) 
(8.99) 
(8.99) 
(8.99) 
(8.99) 
(8.99) 
(8 99) 

(8.99) 

(8.99) 

(8.99) 
(8.99) 
(8.99) 
(8.99) 


JSKwL «mi 


f /ama SS 

•t smmcm ^ 
I®0 


ISSi. 


Betty Boop 7.65 (8.99) 

Bugs Bunny 7.65 (8.99) 

Cartoon Classics 7.65 (8.99) 

Flashcards on Video 7.65 (8.99)" 

I Godzilla vs Megabn 7.65 (8.99). 
HiNarious Sports Bloopers 7.65 (8.99) 

I Night of the Living Dead 7.65 (8.99) 
Porky Pig 7.65 (8.99)1 

Three Stooges 7.65 (8.99) 

OR 1^^® 
f OR OHV 


CALLERS 




I WELCOME 

lIBBaov IIMEIIGHT 


CHiSS 




Education Plabnum 8.50 (9.99) 

Fonts Platinum 8.50 (9.99) 

Games Platinum 8.50 (9.99) 

Home & Business Plabnum 8.50 (9.99) 

Mulbmedia Platinum 8.50 (9.99) 

Publisher Platinum 8.50 (9.99)" 

Ubbties Plabnum 8.50 (9.99)L 

Win Platinum_ 8.50 (9.99) 


I108NI 


aiMWgf* 

3«4sn 


SOUND 8 
VWON 


vin naiinum_ 

OR 

roikW 


MYS1 


WOODSTOCK 

3 DAYS of PEACE 


ACCESS 
VISA 

MASTERCARD 
EUROCARD 
HARDWARE I DELTA 
WELCOME 


SOUNOUI^*i^ 


font 

ElSGMlCi 


SOUHOUUNIEUjIH 

UVMU* 


bmiASOWC 

CMMHH* 


I Explonng Architecture 26.38 (31.00) I 

I Jets 26 l38(31.00){ 

IjFK Assasination 26.38(31.00)T 

I Midnight Movie Madness 26.38 (31.00)| 


CALL NOW 
FOR YOUR FREE 
PRICE LIST 


08CH10 


Art Gallery 
Ancient Lands 
Beethoven 
Bookshelf *94 
Onemania "94 
Dangerous Creatures 
Dinosaurs 
Encarta 1994 
Mozart 

Musical Instruments 
Schubert 
Stravinsky 


32.34(38.00) 

32.34(38.00) 

32.34(38.00) 

46.80(55.00) 

3134(38.00]' 

3134(38.00] 

3134(38.00) 

46.80(55.00) 

3134(38.00) 

3134(38.00) 

3134(38.00) 

3134(38.00) 




•t'SMiCi 

jiMnnuK 


lta»x . 


UlVk . 

•UTMMn* 

tosM) 


ph: 0675 466985, fax: 0675 467758 


All Prices Include VAT. Delivery: Disks - Free, Consumables - £3.50, Hardware - £5 


ALL PRICES EXCLUDE 
V6T(?l7.5“o)and 
DELIVERY 

(prices in brackets 
include vat) 


Suite Four 
the TOWN HALL 
High Street 
Coleshil 
Warwickshire 
BAA 3BG 


delivery 

software: £l+vat 
per item (max £4.00), 
unless stated, 
hardware: £6.00^vat 
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HOME HELP 


SHAREWARE (SOODlMEaDP 



Now’s the time for a long walk or a spot of gardening. Media Center 
gets to grips with a complete CD-Rom’s worth of images 

Media Center 


W HAT was originally called 
Image Commander has 
gained a new name and a 
good few extra features in the process. 
Media Center, from the guys who 
brought us that venerable shareware 
image editing package Paint Shop 
Pro, is much improved on its previous 
incarnation. When reviewing the first 
release I was none too complimentary. 
Thankfully some of my misgivings 
have been addressed, making Media 
Center a much more useful package. 

Basically this is an image catalogu¬ 
ing and retrieval program which uses 
thumbnail representations for each of 
the catalogued entries. Actually, 
bitmap and vector images are not the. 
total stock-in-trade for Media Center 
as the name now implies. It can also 
include AVI, FLI and FLC anima¬ 
tions, WAV sound files and MIDI 
sequences in its database. 

Thumbnails are shown in the main 
workspace area of the window. These 
are automatically created for any files 
added to an album, as the databases 
are called, and can be sorted in vari¬ 
ous ways for a logical layout. One of 
the new features is the ability to drag 
and drop a thumbnail to any position 
for full custom ordering. The file 
name, size or creation date, for exam¬ 
ple, is unlikely to give the desired 
ordering first time. 

Thumbs are created in one of four 
optional sizes from 60x60 pixels up to 
double this. Obviously for static 
images these provide the source. 
Animations use the first frame, and 
this appears to be a fixed constraint. 


WAV and Midi files naturally have no 
visual representation and use a simple 
icon, along with the original file name. 

Adding entries to an album is sim¬ 
ple. It’s just a case of selecting a drive, 
directory or individual file and wait¬ 
ing while the images are loaded in 
their entirety to be reduced to a 
thumbnail. 

Media Center really comes into its 
own when cataloguing CD-Roms. 
There can be no worse task than 
attempting to catalogue the contents 
of a disc chock full of images without a 
tool such as this, and if not done you 
will probably never use your library of 
CD-Roms to its maximum. 

Picture album 

IF you sub-divide the images into 
overall categories the resulting albums 
are not too large for easy handling, 
either. This does introduce one small 
problem, though. When you need to 
find images based on a broad selection 
of key words or comments through 
the programs data searching facilities, 
how do you search through multiple 
catalogues? The authors have thought¬ 
fully solved this by allowing a tempo¬ 
rary merging of album indexes for a 
single, all-encompassing search. 

Media Center does more than just 
portray thumbnails and allow media 
files to be quickly located. Basic man¬ 
agement functions allow you to copy, 
rename and delete files, play or view 
them and run an editor based on the 
name you have supplied in one of the 
configurations. Other features include 
automatic removal of orphans (miss¬ 



The slide show options are by no means extensive, but there’s still a 
few tasty items in here. Play audio CDs alongside shows, for example 


ing files) or recreation of thumbnails 
should files have changed. These 
processes can also be triggered when 
the program is first run. 

A very handy facility is image conver¬ 
sion from one format to another. Media 
Center recognises 24 raster image for¬ 
mats and nine vector image types. These 
include the usual BMP, CGM, GIF, 
PCX, TIFF, IMG, Kodak and WMF plus 
more obscure styles such as Word¬ 
Perfect graphics, Amiga IFF, Sun Raster, 
Targa, PIC and Dr. Halo. 

The ability to read and display these 
is all well and good, but in order to 
actually use the images - why else add 
them to an album? - you will probably 
need them in a format understood by 
your main application. If all else fails, 
or simply as a convenience, images 
can also be placed on the clipboard. 

The final major section is printing. 
If the array of thumbnails is not 
enough a printed portfolio may be 
produced, or individual images print¬ 
ed on a one-per-page basis. Strangely, 
there appears no way of attaching the 
album name, comments, original file 
name and location or details such as 
size and colour content to a single 
image print-out. This is very remiss, 
and I would have thought an obvious 
thing to implement within the design. 

Especially so as regards the colour 
resolution of an image, as most users 
will undoubtedly be outputting in the 
dithered monochrome format pro¬ 
duced by laser printers. A print pre¬ 
view dialog would also have been nice. 

To top the whole thing off, a select¬ 
ed number or all images in an album 


can be strung together in a simple slide 
show, although I expect this to be the 
least likely used of the program’s fea¬ 
tures. Dedicated presentation packages 
offer more in the way of features here. 

One item on my wish list for the next 
version is that images are organised into 
pages of thumbnails, rather than one 
huge, scrollable work space. Problems 
are encountered when manually order¬ 
ing thumbnails by dragging - moving 
one from the top to the other extreme 
can involve a great deal of waiting as 
each new row of thumbs scrolls past. 

With a tabbed notebook metaphor, 
as with a real photo album, you could 
simply drag an image to the correct 
page and then worry about actual 
placement. There are ways around this 
which may not be obvious to the 
majority of users or not even practical. 
Adding key words and performing a 
new sort on these, for example. 

Overall, however. Media Center is a 
welcome improvement on Image 
Commander and well worth investiga¬ 
tion. I can only give it the thumbs up, 
if you will pardon the pun. 
Prospective buyers should note that 
current owners of the sister package 
Paint Shop Pro are entitled to a 50 per 
cent discount. 


Media Center 

Author 

JASC Inc, USA 

UK Reg. 

£37.60 

Eval Copy 

All disk vendors and 
bulletin boards should 
have it soon 

lOa Verdict ★★★★☆☆ 


142 


PC Home November 1994 





















































































debei 


DETAJ^ 


SEE 1 


QUALITY PRINTERS 


^PRICES FROM OWLyClllCINCI 

mi mum • mi mm «rr.r«_. Si I ■ 9 VAT • 


7 FROM 
SILICA 


DELIVERY 


HELPLINE 


in the UK mainland. 
Technical helpline 
during office hours. 

•AMIGA DRIVER Driver with SL-96 ■ 

For extra high quality output. Features include: 

• Definable Dither Routines • Up to 256 Shades of Grey 
t 16-point Colour Adjustment • Enhanced Print Speeds 

• Ink Compensation Correction • Controls Printer Typefaces, 

• Workbench 2/3 GUI Graphics/Paper Size. Margins I 


PRINTER KIT 


With Seikosha , 
dot matrix printers 


from silica I 
[worth 1^9.38 1 


i \ printer iai7 


Pi 


Every Seikosha dot matrix printer from Silica comes 
with a FREE Printer Kit, worth £29 »kvat. 


' 3'A''Disk with Amiga & ST Printer Drivers 
>1.8 Metre Paraiiei Printer Cabte 
» 200 Sheets of Quaiity Continuous Paper 
* 50 Continuous Tractor Feed Address Labels 
50 Continuous Tractor Feed Disk Labels 


w / r 


SPECIAL 

OFFER 


^OQ |-,49 PRA 9092 ^ 

Z,£,D -F VAT= 

£29 

, INCLUDING 

.95 

VAT _ 


24 PIN 240 CPS SOcOLUMN 


9pin 192 CPS SOcOLUMN 






IIA.SL96 


WITH 

I SCALABLE I 
FONTS , 


Sdlkoshd SP-190aPLUS 

. . 

r..‘r'S4T ' !_ ' 


w 

k 





ON-SITE WARRANTY 

I 1 YR - ONLY £10+VAT-POS8515 


[ 




FREE! AMIGA ^ 

PRINTER DRIVER 
FOR HIGH QUALITY 
GRAPHICS I COLOUR 
ENHANCEMENT 



[Tode 

DESCRIPTION 

PRICE 1 


SHEET FEEDERS 

INC VAT 1 

PRA 8771. 

ASF for SpeedJet 200 - 70 sheets 

£38.131 

PRA 9020 

Cut Sheet Feeder - SP2000/2400/1900+ £86.35 1 


RIBBONS 


RIB 8018 

Black Fabric Ribbon - SP1900 Plus 

£5.46 1 

RIB 8025 

Black Carbon Ribbon • SP1900 Plus 

£8.64 1 

RIB 8292 

Black Carbon Ribbon - SL90/92/95/96 

£8.99 1 

RIB 8294 

Black Fabric Ribbon - SL90/92/95/96 

£4.13 1 

RIB 8298 

Colour Ribbon - SL95/96 

£11.25 1 


INKJET CARTRIDGES 


RIB 1182 

Inkjet Head - Speedjet 200 fine 2 cartndgesi £25.00 1 

RIB 1193 

Inkjet Pack • Speedjet 200 (2 cartridges! 

£6.69 1 

[^RIB 1205 

Inkjet Cartridge • Speedjet 300 

£44.35j 



J 


• Seikosha SL-96 

• 24 pin - Dot Matrix 

• 240cps SDraft, 84cps LQ 

• 42K Printer Buffer 

• 2 Scalable Fonts + 8 Bitmap Fonts 


PRINTER RRP ... £179.00 
PRINTER KIT. £25.00 


Parallel Interface 
Graphics Resolution: 360 x 360 dpi 


TOTAL VALUE: £204.00 
SAVING: £55.06 
SILICA PRICE: £148.94 


• Epson LQ870 Emulation Colour Function 


Colour Windows Driver as Standard 
Colour Printing as Standard (Includes 
Colour Ribbon - Black Ribbon Optional) 
Friction Feed/Push Tractor 
Optional Automatic Cut Sheet Feeder 
FREE Silica Printer Starter Kit 


I£i48-”r:| 

£17 

INCLUDING \ 

5 

/AT 




k 


ON-SITE WARRANTY 

1YR - ONLY £10+VAT-POS 8515 j 


Seikosha SP-1900 Plus 
9-Pin Dot Matrix 
80 Column 

192cps Draft, 48cps NLQ 
1K Printer Buffer + 2 Fonts 
Parallel Interface 


PRINTER RRP £119.00 
PRINTER KIT £25.00 


TOTAL VALUE: £144.00 

SAVING: £46.13 


SILICA PRICE: £97.87 


Graphics Resolution: '144 x 72dpi 
Epson and IBM Emulation (Windows 
compatible using Epson/HP drivers 
included as standard in Windows 3.1.) 
Automatic Sheet Feeder Option 
Auto Paper Load. Paper Parking 
FREE Silica Printer Starter Kit 


[£97 

0y PRI8195' 
-F VAT = 

£11 

INCLUDING 

5 

VAT 




SI-PO + 


124pin 240cps SOcolumnI ISOcpsT 

i] 


SPECIAL VALUE INKJETS T SOOcps 



seikosha 

- 


I ON-SITE WARRANTY / 

1 YR • ONLY £10... -POSB515 / 


I CUT SHEET FEEDER I 

FOR SEIKOSHA SL90/92/95/96 

I An easy to install sheet feeder. I 
that provides fast and automatic 
feeding of up to 80 single sheets | 
without reloading. 


• Seikosha SL-90PLUS 
' 24-Pin Dot Matrix 
' 80 Column 
' 240cps SO, 192cps D, 84cps LQ 
» 20K Buffer + 9 Fonts 

' Parallel Interface 
» Graphics Resolution: 360 x360dpi 

• Epson LQ850 Emulation 

> Windows Driver as Standard 

► Semi-Automatic Sheet Feeder, 

Paper Parking. Optional Automatic CSF 

• FREE Silica Printer Starter Kit 


RRP. £139.00 

PRINTER KIT £25.00 
TOTAL VALUE. £164.00 
SAVING £ 45.70 
SILICA PRICE: £118.30 


£ 118 . 30'’'^'®293 


+ VAT= 


£139 


INCLUDING VAT 


ON-SITE WARRANTY / 

YR • ONLY E10...--POS8515 / 



seikosha 




• SpeedJET 200 - Inkjet Printer 

• 50 Nozzle Inkjet Head 

• 180CPSDraft.120CPSLQ(10cpi) 

• 128K Printer Buffer - 3 Built-In Fonts 

• 1 xlC Slot for Buffer Expansion/Fonts 

• Parallel Interface - Graphic Resolution 
300X300dpi 

• HP Deskjet Plus Emulation (PCL3+) 

• Windows Driver Standard 

• Semi Automatic Single Sheet Feeder 

• Optional Automatic Sheet Feeder - 
70 Sheets (£35 + vat) 

• Ultra-Quiet - Less Than 45 dB/A 


PRINTER RRP £189.00 
TOTAL VALUE: Zm.aa 
SAVING: £ 36.66 
SILICA PRICE: £152.34 


£152“ 


rVAT= 


£179 


INCLUDING VAT 




. r: 


SpeedJET 300 - Inkjet Printer 
High Capacity 128 Nozzle Head 
24K Printer Buffer ■ 3 Built-in Fonts 


Large Ink Tank - up to 4.2 Million Characters 
' 300 CPS Draft-300 CPS LQ(IOcpi) 

80% Faster Than Most of the Competition 
' 21C Card Slots for Buffer Expansion + Fonts 
' Parallel Interface - Optional Serial Interface 
' Graphics Res. 300 x 300dpi 
' HP Deskjet Emulation PCL3 - 
(Windows compatible using Epson/HP 
drivers included as standard in Windows 3.1.) 

’ Built-in Auto Sheet Feeder -100 Sheets 
' Economical to Run - only 1.3p per page 
' Ultra Quiet ■ 46dB(A) Maximum 


PRINTER RRP . £269.00 
TOTAL KAiWf; £269.00 
SAVING: £57.09 
SILICA PRICE: mi.9L 


£ 211 “ 


VAT= 


£249 


INCLUDING VAT 



THE SILICA SERVICE 


♦_| Before you decide when to buy 
^ , / your new printer, we suggest you 

^ p. A think very carefully about WHERE 
' you buy it. Consider what it will be 
tO like a few months after you have 
made your purchase, when you may 
require additional peripherals and accessories, or help and 
advice. And, will the company you buy from contact you with 
details of new products? At Silica, we ensure that you will 
have nothing to worry about. With our unrivalled experience 
and expertise, we can meet our customers’ requirements 
with an understanding which is second to none. Complete 
and return the coupon now for our latest FREE literature and 
begin to experience the “Silica Service". 

• FREE OVERNIGHT DEUVERY: 

On all hardware orders shipped in the UK mainland 
(there is a small charge for Saturday delivery). 

• TECHNICAL SUPPORT HELPUNE: 

A team of technical experts will be at your service. 

• PRICE MATCH: 

We match on a “Same product - Same price” basis. 

• E8TABUSHED 18 YEARS: 

We have a proven track record in professional computer sales. 

• PART OF A £60M A YEAR COMPANY: 

With over 300 staff - We are solid, reliable and profitable. 

EDUCATION-i- GOVERNMENT: 


Volume discounts are available. Tel: 081-308 0888. 


• SHOWROOMS: 

We have demonstration facilities at all our stores, 

• THE FULL STOCK RANGE: 

All of your computer requirements from one supplier. 

• FREE CATALOGUES: 

With special otters and product news. 

• PAYMENT: 

We accept most major credit cards, cash, cheque or 
monthly terms (APR 29.8% - written quotes on request). 


.5i|tCA 


D E B E 



AMS 


STORES NATIONWIDE 

06000109-4 


MAIL ORDER 081-309 1111 

PLUS TECHNICAL AND HEAD OFFICE 


Silica, Silica House, Hatherley Road, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX 

PLUS BRANCHES AT: 

BRISTOL Debenhams - (3rd Floor). St James Barton 0272 291021 

CARDIFF 

Debenhams - 46-50 St. David’s Way 

0222 399789 

CHELMSFORD 

Debenhams - (2nd Floor), 27 High Street 

0245 355511 

CROYDON 

Debenhams - (2nd Floor), 11-31 North End 081-688 4455 

GLASGOW 

Debenhams - (5th Floor), 97 Argyle Street 041-221 0088 

GUILDFORD 

Debenhams -(3rd Floor), Millbrook 

0483 301300 

HARROW 

Debenhams - Open Sept '94. Station Road 081 -427 4300 

HULL 

Debenhams - ( 2 nd Floor), Prospect Street 

0482 25151 

IPSWICH 

Debenhams - ( 2 nd Floor), Westgate Street 0473 221313 

LONDON 

52 Tottenham Court Road 

071-580 4000 

LONDON 

Debenhams - (3rd Floor). 334 Oxford St 

071-493 3735 

LUTON 

Debenhams - (ist Floor), Arndale Centre 

0582 21201 

MANCHESTER 

Debenhams - (3rd Floor), Market Street 

061-832 8666 

PLYMOUTH 

Debenhams - (3rd Floor), Royal Parade 

0752 266666 

ROMFORD 

Debenhams - (3rd Floor), Market Place 

0708 766066 

SHEFFIELD 

Debenhams (3rd Floor), The Moor 

0742 768611 

SHEFFIELD 

Debenhams - Open Sept'94, Meadowhall Centre 0742 568555 

SIDCUP 

Hatherley Road 

081-302 8811 

SOUTHAMPTON Debenhams -( 1 st Floor). Queensway 

0703 223888 

SOUTHEND 

Keddies - (2nd Floor), High Street 

0702 468039 

THURROCK 

Debenhams - (ist Floor), Lakeside Centre 

0708 860066 


I-^ 

To: Silica, PCHOM-1194-220, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DAI4 4DX 


PLEASE SEND A BROCHURE ON THE SEIKOSHA RANGE 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms; . Initials: 

Surname;. 

Company (if applicable):. 

Address:. 


. Postcode;. 

Tel (Home): . 

Tel (Work); . 

Which computer(s), if any, do you own? 


. 220DJ 

E&OE ■ Advertised prices and specifications may change - Please return the coupon lor the latest information. 













































































































































HOME HELP 


PROGRAMMING 



This month Mark Ballard 
explains loops. This month 
Mark Ballard explains loops. 
This month Mark Ballard 
explains loops... 


T hose who read last month’s 
tutorial will recognise the example 
program or the right named Cash2. 
And those who attempted the exercise last 
time will most probably be able to deci¬ 
pher the purpose of most of the changes. 

Keeping to the same program will help 
you become more easily accustomed with 
one or two new concepts, the most impor¬ 
tant of which this month is the use of dif¬ 
ferent kinds of loop. 

Cash2 will do all that the original did - 
add up a list of debits supplied by the user 
and output the total. It will also handle 
credits in the same manner and supply an 
overall balance. The idea has remained 
simple so there are few working changes. 

The first version of Cash used For 
loops to handle the variable arrays. While 
these are the most simple to program and 
understand, they are not as flexible as 
some other types of loop which are avail¬ 
able to the Pascal programmer. 

Cash2 still uses For loops where they 
are the most practical option - when ini¬ 
tialising the arrays, for example. However, 
when it comes to the input of the user’s 
figures, a For loop - as used for this pur¬ 
pose in the original program - always 
demands the same number of entries. 

But in real life the user will not always 
wish to input as many as 10 numbers - he 
may wish to enter more than 10, but a 
limit has been imposed for the sake of the 
example. 

The Repeat loop 

USING another loop, we can program an 
option for the user to indicate when he 
has finished entering numbers. Cash2 uses 
a Repeat loop. These always begin with the 
word REPEAT and end with the word 
UNTIL together with a programmed con¬ 
dition. Anything between the these two 
words in the program is executed repeat¬ 
edly until the condition is satisfied. 

The condition of the REPEAT loops in 
Cash2 looks like this - obviously with 


either debit or credit variables referred to 
as required: 

UNTIL (count > 10) OR (creditsEcount-l] = 0); 

This is really two conditions in one, giving 
the loop two possible instances in which to 
terminate. It reads: Repeat until either the 
variable count is greater than 10, or the last 
credit to be input by the user was 0. 

The count is used to refer in turn to each 
element of the array and can be used to con¬ 
veniently terminate the process. As there 
are only 10 spaces in the array, we want to 
exit the loop when 10 numbers have been 
input - any more will cause an error. 

We say terminate when count > 10 
because it is incremented with each pass of 
the loop, after it is used. If it was incre¬ 
mented before we would want to terminate 
when count =10. 

Think about it carefully and you will 
see that the position of the count incre¬ 
ment within the loop effects how it is used 
in the condition: 

• If it is incremented before it is used, the 
condition should be set to exit when it has 
reached the limit - as it is used at its limit 
immediately after its ultimate increment 

• If it is incremented after it is used then 
exit when it is above its limit - as its pen¬ 
ultimate value is used and it is then incre¬ 
mented to its maximum, which is used in 
the next pass of the loop before being 
incremented, finally, beyond its zenith, so 
we exit when it is greater than the limit. 

Likewise, we check if credits [count-1] = 
0 (rather than just credits [count]) because 
the count is incremented between when 
the credit value is input in the loop and 
when the loop’s terminating condition is 
applied. So the last value the user entered 
will be located at the array element 
referred to by the value of count before it 
was incremented (count minus 1). 

• Refer to last month's for extra help if you 
have absolutely no idea what I am talking 
about. H23 


Cash2 - the program 

I PROGRAM Cash2; 


{ An example program to demonstrate the use of arrays and loops in Pascal. Accepts 
input of credits and debits from the user and then outputs a balance } 

USES 


WinCrt; { Specifies the units that can be used in this program } 

{ Erase the uses section if you are programming in Dos } 

VAR 


count : integer; 

tot_debits, tot_credits, balance :real; 

debits, credits : ARRAYE1..10] OF real; 

{ used as array index ) 

{ space for the total debits ) 

{ 10 numbers to store debits ) 

BEGIN 


{ *** initialise variables *** } 


FOR count := 1 TO 10 DO 

{ go to every debit ) 

debits[count]:= 0.0; 

{ and initialise it to zero ) 

FOR count := 1 TO 10 DO 


creditsCcount]:= 0.0; 


{ *** get this months debits *** } 


yriteLn('Enter this months debits (0 to finish)' 
WriteLn; 

); { prompt for input ) 

{ output blank line ) 

count := 1; 

{ prepare count for use in loop ) 

REPEAT 


ReadLnCdebitsEcount]); 

totjebits ;= tot_debits + debitsLcountl; 

count := count + 1; 

{ get the next debit ) 

{ keep a running total of debits ) 

{ increment the count ) 

UNTIL (count > 10) OR (debitsEcount-H = 0); 

{ loop until got 10 numbers or ) 

{ the user finishes ) 

{ *** get this months credits *** } 


WriteLn('Enter this months credits (0 to finish) 
WriteLn; 

'); { prompt for input } 

{ output blank line ) 

count := 1; 

{ prepare count for use in loop ) 

REPEAT 


ReadLn(creditsEcount]); { get the next credit } 

tot_credits := tot_credits + creditsEcountl; (keep a running total of credits) 
count := count + 1; { increment the count ) 

UNTIL (count > 10) OR (creditsEcount-13 = 0); 

(loop until got 10 numbers or) 

(the user finishes) 

balance := tot_credits - tot_debits; 

WriteLn; 

WriteLnCThe balance is £', balance:/:?); 

(calculate the balance) 

(output blank line) 

(output the total debits) 

END. { Cash? ) 
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A GREAT GIFT^ov the HIGHBROWVC USER 

0jgUn§tjQn 

the witty word game from 

’7^'5 a great game and truly compulsive. Even Christine 
(who doesnU usually like computer games) became quickly 
addicted. We wasted an entire afternoon enjoying ourselves 
with ^JUST ONE MORE GAME^" 

Market Testing Feedback 

We've had fax orders from Abu Dhabi from people in tlie 
desert with only their laptops for company, proving tliat: 

Elimination is more fun than a camel!. 

Put it on your Christmas list and 

avoid more socks, aftershave and chocolates this year! 

The game for intelligent grown-ups. 

Costs just £24.95. 3.5” HD diskette version. Needs Windows 3. 1 

Available from John Meiizies, W H SMITH, Virgin, GAME etc etc. 

ORDER NOW by phoning: (0480) 498889 

(Visa or Access, business hours Mon - Sat) or send cheque or P/O 
payable to: European Computer User, Units A2/A3 Edison Road, 
St Ives, Huntingdon, CAMBS, PE 17 4LF. (FREE Postage & Packing.) 


m/cmFURTm// 


Motherboards 




386X40. 

....£49.00 

486DX2 50 VLB. 

.£239.00 

386DX40 8K. 

....£72.00 

486DX40 VLB. 

.£189.00 

486SX25VLB 128K. 

..£119.00 

486DX2 66 VLB. 

.£235.00 

486SX33 VLB 256K. 

..£135.00 

Systems made to order. 


486 VL Upgradeable MB no CPU. £85.00 


Controllers & Misc 


Storage Devices 


Super I/O Controller. 

,...£10.00 

IGB SCSI. 

.£565.00 

IDE Cache Controller. 

,...£85.00 

545MB SCSI. 

.£410.00 

Trident 512K VGA. 

,...£28.00 

170MB IDE. 

.£132.00 

Trident IM SVGA. 

....£45.00 

256MB IDE.. 

.£142.00 

14" SVGA Monitor. 

..£162.00 

425MB IDE. 

.£185.00 

102 Keyboard. 

....£18.00 

528MB IDE. 

.£230.00 

IM SIMM module. 

....£30.00 

3.5" 1.44M. 

...£25.00 

Sound Galaxy Basic. 

....£79.00 

5.25" 1.2MB. 

...£38.00 

Sound Galaxy Pro. 

....£99.00 

CR562B drive. 

.£119.00 

Mouse. 

....£10.00 

IDE CDROM. 

.£119.00 

Desk Top case 230W. 

....£45.00 

All prices do not 

Mini Tower case 230W.. 

....£45.00 

include VAT or 


Tower case 250W. 

....£95.00 

carriage. E&OE. 



^^^^Uj^^Shaftsbury Centre, Percy St., Swindon, Wilts. SN2 2A2 

Tel: 0793 514055 

Fax: 0793 512477 




SuperPrint SuperQueue 

Superfast printing Fast return to application 

Full colour matching Full background queuing 

SuperQueue for background printing Replaces Print Manager 
Full multiple copy support Retains queue when PC switched off 


Return to Application 

□ SuperQueue M Print Manager 


Timing in Seconds 


PageMaker flowers 2.P Excel to Postscript ® CorelDRAW to Deskjet 


Qmputer 486SX/25/8Mb 




Now you can drive your DeskJet mono or colour printer 4/5 times faster than 
the new Hewlett Packard ColorSmart Driver and with enhanced quality options. 

SuperPrint version 3.1 contains a unique colour correction system. It allows you 
to adjust screen colour to produce the desired printer colours in addition to 
providing a new generation of dither and screen printing algorithms. 

Greyscale production is enhanced to produce excellent tone and highlighting 
capabilities. Useful tips on screen angle usage for copying and reproduction 
work ensure superb results every' time. 

SuperPrint not only prints faster but by replacing Print Manager with 
SuperQueue returns you to your working application in seconds. 

Note: New SuperPrint 3-1 works with almost any printer 


SuperQueue ‘Great Windows Print Manager replacement’ 

SuperQueue replaces Windows Print Manager and provides a fully functional 
background printing facility to release the PC screen FAvST. SuperQueue allow's jobs to 
be re-positioned in its queue, held for later or .set for single or continuous mode 
operation. Works with any Windows application or printer driver single u.ser of 
networked. 


\'ew Superprint 3-1.RRP ic-99.00 exc VAT & p^Sfp 

Introductory Summer Special £79.00 including VAT & p&p 

SuperQueue 3-1.RRP cVf9.00 exc \ AT & pcNp 

Introductory Summer Special£34.00 including VA T p&p 

Upgrade to SuperPrint Standard version 3.1 £35.00 including VA T&p&p 

Full 14 day money back guarantee * 


Call now: 

Credit Card Hotline 


(UK) LIMITED 


Product must be returned in original condition 
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CD-Speed 


Incorporating Quickimage: 
The intelligent software 
solution for aii 


CD-Speed is the innovative CD-ROM accelerator for DOS & 
Windows. With built-in SpeedCache CD-Speed boosts the 
access speed of any CD-ROM drive several times over, up to 
600% so working from CD-ROM can be as fast as from hard disk. 


Setup CO-SPEED 

Copyfi^ TS94 DATA SECKER 6abH 
SFD COMPUTERSYSTEME SialiH DvhMe-Infonualilief Jiugen AM 
Serial Humliar; 271S52 
User Name: Laa Player 

re/KB Cluster SIxe OuieMmage SizeAlB 






EIZ 


|2048 


□m 


IS s 


I Standard 


IS sc 


IS 


fiir 


P Cancel 


Easy to configure under Windows 


Ouickimage = 

like working from hard disk 

Quickimage is an innovative solution 


CD-ROM mechanisms. 


£29.95 


Windows and DOS 
installation 

CD-Speed has its own installation and 
configuration programs for DOS & 
Windows. With the easy-to-follow 
graphics help you can install 
CD-Speed on your PC in less than no 
time. You also get software to test the 
speed performance of your CD-ROM 
drive. Access times with and without 


inc.VAT 


CD-Speed boosts the access 
speed of your CD-ROM drive 
several times over, up to 600% 

CD-Speed uses Quickimage 
Technology which makes using 
CD-ROM like working from 
hard disk. 


for all CD-ROM drives, because 
Quickimage lets you work at hard 
disk pace. An intelligent program 
monitors and transfers CD-ROM data 
to a hard disk area of up to 20 MBytes 
and almost immediately you are 
working mainly from the hard disk. 



CD-Speed are graphically displayed. 

More RAM under 
Windows 3.11 

Windows 3.11 users benefit from 
modem 32-bit memory management. 
This makes SMARTDRV redundant 
for your hard disk, and only CD-ROM 
drives need it. CD-Speed with 
SpeedCache provides a full CD-ROM 
cache to replace SMARTDRV. 

Dealer 

enquiries 

welcome 


• For all widely-used single, 
double and triple speed 
CD-ROM drives. 

• Installation under DOS & 
Windows Configurations. 

• Program and test software 
included on CD. 

• Documentation with detailed 
installation and configuration 
examples. 

System requirements: 

IBM-compatible 386DX or higher with 4 MBytes RAM 

(8Mb and up recommended) 

MS-DOS Version 6.0 or later, Windows 3.1/3,! 1 

recommended 

Hard disk -f CD-ROM drive 


DATA BECKER 


CD-Speed is available from your Dealer 
or direct from DATA BECKER for £29.95 
-I- £1.50 post & packing; (total £31.45) 


DATA BECKER 

UNIT 4 BENTLEY INDUSTRIAL CENTRE 
BENTLEY, FARNHAM 
SURREY, GUI 0 5NJ 

TEL: 01420 22707 
FAX: 01420 22807 


Please send me CD-Speed, I enclose payment for £31.45 

Surname □000000000000000000 

Forename I I I II I I II II II II II II II II II II II II II II II I 

Address OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOl_I 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

Post Code □□□□□□ I 

Please make cheques or postal orders payable to: DATA BECKER 


































HOME HELP 



Wayne Russell looks at how to create a card filing 
system on your PC with the help of some C code 


I MENTIONED last month that we would start this series by writing a 
simple, but finished, system. I didn’t describe what this would be 
because there was plenty of basic stuff to cover, and limited space in 
which to cover it. However, we’d better decide exactly what it is we 
want to achieve before continuing. 

Our system will be a simple card-file that you can use to store the 
addresses and phone numbers of your friends - and your enemies, if 
you like to ring them up in the early hours and breath at them. 

We already know, basically, how to control the screen for output, 
so we can print up the details of each person. We now need to work 
out some way of allowing the user to type in those details in the first 
place - we’ll do that this month. We also need to know how to store 
the details in a disk file and then retrieve them. 

Finally, we’ll need to look at finishing off the system by designing 
some proper screen displays, having a think about things like 
function keys, and putting a bit of functionality - a search by name, 
for instance - behind the raw system. 

When we’ve done all that, and assuming we can find a friendly 
shareware author, we’ll have a look at real-world data processing 
using a B-Tree manager to give us indexed access to our data. 


I F YOU’VE seen any kind of data¬ 
base-type system - whether it’s a 
Family Tree program on your PC 
at home or the Accounts Payable 
screens on the mainframe terminal at 
work - you’ll be familiar with the 
idea of an input field. 

It is an area on the screen where 
you are expected to enter informa¬ 
tion via the keyboard. Such fields are 
always delimited in some way: They 
have a different background colour, 
they are underlined or - a fairly com¬ 
mon one on older PC systems - they 
have a square bracket at either end. 

The point of this is twofold: To tell 
you that you are required to enter 
something and to show you how big 
the field is. 

Our basic input system will allow 
the entry of any character, including 
letters, numbers, spaces and the spe¬ 
cial characters - and the 

like. The user will be able to use the 
left and right arrow keys to move 
around the field, and insert and 
delete characters. Return and the 
Escape key will end the editing of the 
field. 

This input system is perfectly ade¬ 
quate for our card-file project, and it 
is a good starting point for creating 
something a bit cleverer. It would be 
a relatively simple matter, for 


instance, to improve the system so 
that it properly edits an integer num¬ 
ber - all you’d have to do is change 
the validation so that only characters 
0-9 are acceptable, and then use the 
standard C function atoi() to convert 
the result to a number. 

The main restriction of this system 
is that it is unformatted. A proper 
input-field system should allow you 
to predetermine what is permissible 
in a particular place in the field. As 
an example, what if you wanted to 
accept a floating point number 
between 0 and 9999.99? 

Generally, you’d pass an extra 
parameter, usually called a picture or 
mask, telling the function what you 
wanted. The following syntax for 
masks isn’t always used in profes¬ 
sional input systems, but it’s pretty 
much standard: 


A cursor-y glance 

WHEN you’re typing on a computer screen, you’d soon get lost If 
the computer didn’t remind you where you are. All computers 
provide a cursor for this purpose. The cursor Is an underline, a 
different coloured block or something that makes It immediately 
apparent where letters are going to appear. 

There is no reason we can’t create our own cursor - we could 
write our input system to move a flashing asterisk or a white 
block about the place. This would be unnecessary work, though, 
because Dos already provides us with a perfectly good cursor 
that is at our beck and call; all we have to do is tell it where to go. 

If you have read any of the C stuff from earlier this year, you’ll 
already know that you can’t get far in life without tripping over 
the good old Dos interrupt. I don’t intend to go into the concepts, 
because interrupts are an Assembly Language topic. 

Dos Interrupts - and BIOS interrupts, which you can regard as 
being identical - are simply ways of asking the operating system 
to provide you with one of its many built-in services. 

The method of making this request is a bit arcane, but you can 
do it in just a few lines of C. The code on disk shows you how it’s 
done, but if you want to understand interrupts in general, you will 
need a good book on Assembler and a lot of patience. 

The Dos cursor facilities, if you forget about the peculiar way 
of requesting them, are just about as simple as they could be. 
You can switch the cursor on, switch it off, change its shape and, 
the vital one, tell it where on screen it ought to be. 

Later on we’ll talk about switching the Dos cursor on and off, 
and there’s rarely a proper reason for changing Its shape. The 
really important one is changing the position - the function 
Scr_PutCursor() does it, and there’s very little left to say on the 
subject. Simply call this function with the row and column 
numbers you want the cursor to appear at, and that’s it. 


There are two schools of thought 
regarding formatted editing. The first 
lets you key the value straight, and 
then formats it when you press 
Return. The second presents the 
mask to you and keeps the value for¬ 
matted as you type it - so the cursor 
has to jump past certain positions in 
the field as the user is typing. The 


Z,ZZ9.99- Shows 1000 as 1,000.00, 0 as 0.00 and -9200.07 as 9,200.07-. 

The minus sign is often shown after the number on older 
computers, simply because it’s easier that way. The Z means 
zero-suppress - don’t print leading zeroes in this position. 

(£ZZZZ) Shows 1000 as £1000, 0 as blank and -9200.07 as (£9200). 

Note that the decimals are dropped. The brackets are a stan¬ 
dard financial device for indicating that a number is negative. 

9/99-9.99 Shows 1000 as 1/00-0.00, 0 as “0/00-0.00” and -9200.07 as 
9/20-0.07. Note in the last example that the minus sign isn’t 
shown. 


second is more satisfactory in most 
cases, but the first is a darned sight 
easier! 

You take a bit of a quantum leap 
from unformatted to formatted edit¬ 
ing, and since we don’t need format¬ 
ted editing for the card-file system 
we’ll leave it for now. If the interest is 
there, I might cover it in detail in one 
or two articles next year. 

Writing an input system is not too 
difficult conceptually. Clearly, the 
following elements are needed: 

• Some way of reading and inter¬ 
preting the keyboard, particularly 
special keystrokes such as Return 
or Cursor Left 

• Some logic to control the build¬ 
ing of the string, including 
inserting and deleting characters 
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• Some way of updating the screen 
so the user can see what’s going on 
- we covered this last month 

• A software-controlled cursor. See 
the panel A cursor-y glance. 

I covered keyboard control in my 
article on programming for joysticks 
in September’s PC Home. For the 
benefit of anyone who was in late 
summer hibernation throughout 
September, the panel Is somebody out 
there.? briefly goes over the subject. 

The clever bit is the string-build¬ 
ing loop. I wanted to do a decent job 
of it and allow Insert and Delete, but 
this makes it a bit more involved. If 
we just had a straight Typeover-style 
input, the steps would be pretty easy: 

• If the key just pressed was Return, 
save the string and return 

• If the key was Escape, return with¬ 
out saving the string 

• If the key was a cursor key, move 
the cursor left or right one space 
and update the string offset 
accordingly. So if we were at posi¬ 
tion 20 in the string - that is, 20 
characters from the left - Left 
Cursor would change the offset to 
19, Right Cursor to 21) 

• Add the character just typed to the 
string and increase the offset. 

Dead easy. When we introduce Insert 
and Delete, there are a couple of 
extra steps needed. First Delete, after 
the check for Escape: 

• If the keypress was of the key 
marked Delete or Del, run through 
a little loop, moving everything 


beyond the current offset back one 
space. If the keypress was the 
Backspace key (<-), move the cur¬ 
sor left one space, adjust the string 
offset, and then do the same logic 
as for the Delete key. 

The effect of the above step is to 
delete the character under the cursor 
when Delete is pressed, and the char¬ 
acter to the left of the cursor when 
Backspace is pressed. In both cases, 
the entire string to the right of the 
cursor moves backwards one space. 
This is in keeping with every piece of 
PC software ever written. 

To implement the Insert, an extra 
step is necessary just before you add 
the character to the string: 

• If the keypress was an ordinary one 
- a letter, symbol or number - go 
through a little loop to copy the 
string currently to the right of the 
cursor forwards one space. 

The effect of this step is to move the 
right-hand portion of the string for¬ 
wards every time you press a key, so 
that the letters you are typing are 
inserted into the string. 

I’ve written all this theory into a 
working input system which you’ll 
find on the coverdisk. Have a good 
look at the source code - I’ve got 
more space for elaboration on the 
disk than in the magazine. 

• So much for input. Next month we 
tackle the problem of preserving our 
users^ rumblings for posterity; disk 
files, and all their evil machinations, 
will be our meat and drink. lUj 
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..but it's the first step to a complete card file 


A test string? 


Okay, so we've only got a text string so far... 


Is somebody out there? 

YOUR input system isn’t going to be much use to anyone if 
you can’t interpret the users’ instructions via the keyboard. 
Happily, you already know how to read the keyboard - the 
good old getchO function, probably the first one you learned 
after printf(), will do us proud. We simply use It to return the 
keypresses one at a time. 

One thing you may not have come across is how getch() 
behaves with unusual keystrokes like Cursor Left or Page 
Down. The function will return 0 if a special key has been 
pressed, and In order to find out which, you have to do another 
getch(). 

Since getch() does not normally return 0 - it always returns 
the value of the key pressed, and will wait forever until a key is 
pressed - we know that a value of 0 means a special key, and 
that we must do another getch() to find out which one. 

There is no particular pattern to the values returned by the 
second getch(), and you can either use a reference book - your 
compiler manual is probably a good starting place - or write a 
little program to print out the values and write them down. 

For the purposes of our card file system, the special values 
are: 

Cursor Left 75 

Cursor Right 77 

Delete 83 

Hang on, though: Surely 75 Is the code for the letter K? Yes 
it Is, and so you must remember how many getch()s you had to 
do - if you needed two, a value of 75 means Cursor Left; if you 
only needed one, 75 means the letter K. 

The code on disk uses a little trick to accomplish this 
differentiation, so you can have a quick scan through that if 
you’re still mystified. This is a good idea generally, by the way 
- I find studying working code, as long as it’s properly 
commented, is one of the quickest ways to learn new 
techniques. 
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COMPLETE MULTI 
MEDIA PACKAGE 


DIRECTION 




nCHNOLOGY 

If you are considering bringing your 
family or business into the computer 
age then it is time to consider a 
complete package from a computer 
company that understands your 
Educational and Business needs. 

We've added new meaning to the 
term Value for Money. Our sensational 
upgraded Multi Media package offers 
a substantially higher specification at 
an unbeatable Low Low price. 

Just compare our specification with 
others and then compare our price! 
Our Multi Media special is 
easily upgradeable for ^ . 

your future demands and 
comes not just as a basic 
system, but a complete 
packoge ready for use in 
your home or business. 




A 

X 

z 

o 



^technoiogy"* 

MUDi MBM sncnaiifONS 

486SX33or2/50or 
DX33 or DX2/66 
4Mb RAM 
250Mb hard disk 
14" SVGA colour monitor 
IMBVesa WinAcc. Graphics 
Double Spin CD ROM player 
16 Bit Sound Card & speakers 
DOS, Windows & Mouse 
Grolier's Encyclopedia on CD 
PFS: Windows Works (Word 
Processor, Database, Spreadsheet) 

Call us for 
the latest offers 
on bundled 
CD-ROM Software!! 


CO ROM PACKAGES 


Get the most out of your new CD Rom with our 
amazing upgrade pack of Graphics, Design & 
Desktop Publishing software worth over £500 
UMinD STOCKS AVAIIMU 

• WordStar for Windows • Photofinish 

• Key Cad Complete • PC Paintbrush Clipart 

• PC Paintbrush Photo Library 

SKCUl nUCE £69.00 

For those of you looking for titles of a more 
entertaining nature, we also carry a range of top 
selling CD Games: 


• Monkey Island £12.99 

• TFX £14.99 

• 7th Guest £14.99 

• Dune £14.99 


MULTI MEDIA UPGRADES 


Upgrade your system with our SPECIAL deal on a 
complete Multi Media package. 

• Double Speed CD ROM 

• 16 Bit Sound Card 

FOR ONIY £119.00 

All the above PLUS 

• Grolier's Encyclopedia I Animals 

• Mavis Beacon • World & US Atlas 

FOR ONIY £179.00 



The systems that get the best balance between 
performance and price. Our latest generation 
Quartan Range features enhanced VESA 32 Bit 
accelerator VGA, and Green Management facilities 
for the environment. The ideal entry level PC for 
stand alone or network use with the alternatives 
of more powerful processors if required. 

• 1Mb VESA Local Bus Video 

• VESA Local Bus Disk Controller 

• VESA Motherboard 128K Cache, 4Mb RAM 

• 250Mb Hard Disk 

• 14" .28 SVGA Monitor 

QUARTAN SX2/50 £699 

QUARTAN DX2/66 £799 

PENTIUM 60Mhz £999 


DIREGION TECHNOLOGY 


Direction Technology - a company name that 
for the last seven years has been synonymous 
with leading edge technology at value for 
money prices. In the past years the company 
has provided systems and components to many 
of the major UK brand names and has provid¬ 
ed solutions for a wide range of demanding 
clients from Grand Prix teams. Government 
Technology and Research Centres to the Petro¬ 
leum industry. If you require a system tailored 
to you needs with upgrades for CD ROM, 
Sound Card or other specialist components, call 
us and we'll do our best to accomodate your 
requirements. 


SYSTEM UPGRADES I 

15" FSTl/RN/l MONITOR 

£65 

17" FSTl/RN/l MONITOR 

£395 

420Mb HARD DISK 

£100 

1 GIGABYTE HARD DISK 

£550 

4 Mb RAM 

£139 

5.25" FLOPPY DRIVE 

£42 

FULL TOWER CASE 

£60 

MULTI MEDIA CASE 

£50 

CD ROM, SOUND CARDS. SPEAKERS 

£179 

DOS 6.x S, WINDOWS 3.x 

£79 

lIMOIIHSOI-SnEIIUnBINKE 

£40 


SPECIALIST CUSTOMER 
SALES CENTRES 


GUILDFORD 

(nfEMtlaMf 

Riverside Business Centre, Walnut Tree Close. 
Tel: 0483 454499 

BRISTOL 

Uporad^ lifElr t $«Tin 

443 Gloucester Rood, Horfield. 

Tel: 0272 872178 

LONDON 

Caimto Smart 

Pocfmore Roorl, Wandsworth. 

Tel: 081 875 1717 

VISIT OUR DISPUY CENTRES! OPEN MON-SAT 


MAIL ORDER 
HOTLINE 


0483 454499 

FAX: 0483 454420 

ALL TRADEMARKS RECOGNISED. PRODUCT SPECIFICATION LIABLE 
TO CHANGE SUBJECT TO COMPONENT AVAILABILITY 



PRICES DO NOT INCLUDE VAT OR DELIVERY 
PAYMENT BY ACCESS, VISA, CHEQUE AND BANKERS DRAFT 
























COMMENT 




TRUTHS 


As PC magazines gear up for the pre-Christmas 
offensive, Stevie Kennedy looks at the Great 
Demo War and how it affects PC HOME readers 


WE didn’t start it, and we aren’t the 
most ruthless combatants, but the war 
between PC magazines for the best 
game demos is now reaching fever 
pitch and threatening to completely 
imbalance the way the industry mar¬ 
kets its products. Or so the losers say... 

In a strange reversal of the usual 
rules applying to press relations, soft¬ 
ware houses have managed to force 
magazines to compete for the honour 
of dishing out free publicity. Each 
month, magazine journalists from 
every major publisher scramble to 
secure the exclusive rights for the lat¬ 
est big game, and the software houses, 
it seems, can pick and choose from 
several competing offers. 

The result is that magazines offer 
more and more for a big name game 
until the situation becomes totally 
ridiculous. 

Three page reviews used to be the 
norm for a big splash, but five and 
even seven are now more likely. One 
demo, which shall remain nameless, is 
rumoured to have had 14 pages 
promised to it in one of the leading PC 
mags this Christmas. 

If the rumour is true, and it says a lot 
that we didn’t just laugh dismissively 
when we heard it, this is a huge swathe 
of editorial, and a sign more of a maga¬ 
zine’s desperation to beat the competi¬ 
tion than a belief in the product. 

Some people will try to blame it on 
the readers, and point to the popularity 
of game demos as evidence that we are 
being driven along by the market. 


There’s more to it than that, however. 

Software houses have never adver¬ 
tised or marketed to a great extent out¬ 
side the closed circle of dedicated com¬ 
puter mags. There are a few forays into 
youth mags and the odd TV campaign 
from the huge console game manufac- 



mouth, and we humans developed it a 
long time ago. 

Games players aren’t sheep and 
they don’t believe everything they 
read in a review because at the very 
least they realise it is only one person’s 
opinion, even if that person has long 


CD EDITION HOME COMPUTING MADE EASY 



As you can see from the last two issues, we don’t mess about with 
inferior games and marketing hype. Only the best will do for our readers 


turers, but on the whole the software 
people have left themselves depending 
far too much on the computer maga¬ 
zines and the reviews they print. 

Flock of sheep 

IN addition, they assume that the 
games playing public are entirely led 
by media opinion. Software houses 
don’t seem to realise that if one person 
buys a game and it stinks, he’ll tell his 
friends and warn them not to waste 
their money. It’s called word of 


experience of reviewing. 

If a game is good enough and the 
software house believes in it, surely an 
interactive demo will be enough to 
show prospective customers what they 
are missing if they don’t buy it. 

Most of us believe the evidence of 
our own eyes above the opinions of 
strangers, after all, and if a dodgy 
demo is accompanied by a rave 
review, it can only damage the reputa¬ 
tion of the magazine. 

For the forseeable future, however. 


we can expect the publishing partner¬ 
ship between magazines and software 
houses to continue. The fact is that 
publishing a demo like Under a 
Killing Moon (UKM) is both a sure 
way of improving magazine sales and 
of promoting the game. 

Looked at from another angle, all 
we are doing is moving from the medi¬ 
um of print to that of magnetic or 
compact disc. 

A review, no matter how enthusias¬ 
tic, is still a static, paper-based opin¬ 
ion. An interactive demo, on the other 
hand, speaks for itself and gives you 
an opportunity to judge the quality of 
a product for yourself. If you can have 
both from a magazine whose opinions 
you trust, there shouldn’t be any real 
risk of collusion between mags and 
software houses. 

Last month, for example, we 
brought you an exclusive review of 
Doom II and a demo of Dreamweb. 
There was no Doom II demo, but both 
programs received fairly equal cover¬ 
age and similar scores. 

So long as magazines continue to 
put their weight behind the better 
games - and UKM certainly comes 
under that heading - there’s little to 
worry about. 

If the Great Demo War reaches a 
stage where the hype put into a partic¬ 
ular month’s demo by the magazine is 
blatantly unjustified by the demo 
itself, we would hope that the readers 
would call a halt. It seems that no one 
else can. HU 
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details 


BQTTOt^ 


all nFFICIAL UK PACKS 


CD-ROM 

INTERFACE 

CARD 

B USE WITH 
■I IDE INTERNAL 
g CD-ROM DRIVES: 

B MITSUMI 

B LU005S&FX001D 

■ PANASONIC 

H CR-562-B 


NEW! - QUEST PACKS 


The Amitek ‘QUEST PACKS’ 
include your choice of drive from 4 
leading manufacturers plus the 
Interactive Quest Collection, 11 titles 
on 10 CDs, worth over £718! Pack 
prices start at only £1 39-hvat. 


AMITEK 


SONY 

CDU-31A&CDU-33A 

To use a CD-ROM drive with your PC, you will need 
either a sound card with an appropriate interface, or 
an interface card. If you do not already have a 
compatible sound card, then the Amitek 3 in 1 
interface card is ideal for use with Sony. Panasonic 
and Mitsumi FX001D IDE CD-ROM drives. Com¬ 
patible with all major PC boards and cards, it features 
a user friendly Amitek manual, with instructions for 
installation of all 3 makes of internal IDE CD-ROM 
drive. I Not for use with — ^ — 
SCSI or external drives). ■ VB 

The Mitsumi LU005S 

and all Amitek external - oh g? acz ' 

CD-ROM drives include + vat = L ] b . 
a FREE AT interface -souioZ? - 


STANDARD PACKS 




Each drive is available in a 
‘Standard Pack’ with 3 Quest titles - 
Anecdote, Animator & Sneak Peeks. 
Prices start at just £69+vat. 


CD-ROM DRIVE + 3 CDs 


STANDARD PACK PRICES FROM 


+VAT = E81.08 


MIDIA VISION ID-BIT aUUNU bAtlU 

• Jazz 16 - SCSI-2 Interface - 16-8it Stereo 

• Ad-lib. Sound Blaster 2 & Sound Blaster Pro Compat 

• 16-bit 44.1KH2 CD quality digital recording & playback 

• Ideal Interface for Media Vision SCSI CD-ROM drive 

• Joystick/MIDI Port '' 

• MPC2 Compatible 

• FREE software 

James Pond 2. Alien Breed. QQ 

Doom (9 scenarios) 3021 ’'^'^ 

& Pocket Tools. SOU3021 ^ 


QUEST PACK PRICES FROM 


SONY CD-ROM DRIVES ARE CD-I LINEAR 
COMPATIBLE WHEN USED WITH AN 
OPTIONAL REELMAGIC FMV CARD 


I CD-ROM DRIVE 

+ 11 TITLES 

QUEST, 

SOFTWARE 


MICROSOFr 
WINDOWS 
COMI’ATIBLE 

FREE Data & Audio Cables 
FREE Fixing Screws 
User Friendly Amitek Manual 


+VAT = £163.33 


FUTURE DOMAIN ^ ilA OR 

SCSI-2 CD-ROM KIT £49.B 

.TT... . . . « _ Din-icni 


With SCSI-2 Interface, drivers & utilities 


SPECIAL OFFERS 

ON CD SOFTWARE AMITEK CO-ROM DRIVE PACK 


SENTFACTOR PHOTO-CD ACCESS crs364i 

£17.01 WAT = £19.99 


1994 version of 
encyclopedia and 
world atlas. 


Interactive movie 
adventure with 
over 200 locations. 


MANTIS Arcade,'action space sIm CRM 0851 
RRp;£38*9St £8.47 wAT = £9.95 


DAY OF THE TENTACLE 

\! ; Time travelling 

cartoon-style 
graphic adventure 
r spanning 400 years. 


CRITICAL PATH 


One of the most 
spectacular 
CD-ROM based 
movie adventures. 


RRP:]£28i=g5l £8.47 wAT = £9.95 


ANECDOTE 

Huge range of 
demos, samples 
and utilities. 


2 prehysterical 
cartoon quality 
games. 


FMV playback 
• • ■■ CONTnOLLER 

All the ReelMagic family can decompress MPEG video and audio 
Irom a standard CD-ROM drive to provide spectacular lull screen, 
full motion video and 16-bit. 44.1 KHz CD Qualtiy Audio. 

Reelmagic is available in three formats The Lite version is 
designed lor those who already have a sound card fitted in their 
PC The standard version incorporates a 16-bit sound card and 
the SCSI vesion also includes a SCSI CD-RCM interface. 
Experience life like comouler games which utilise video footage 
featuring real actors plus the added bonus ol watchng your 
favourite movies on the newly available Video CD standard. No 
more postage stamp-size video windows - ReelMaqic can operate 
at full screen (up to 1024x768) in full colour(32,768 colours). 
ReelMagic functions Independently of your PC's processor and 
will work just as well on a 386sx as on a 486dx or Pentium PC! It 
will work with all CD-RCM drives included in Amitek packs. 
ReelMagic is CD-i linear compaiible which means that it will play 
CD-i films and music videos, when used with SCNY CD-RCM 
drive CDU-33A-01. which is t — 1 — ■ IVil 

also CD-i Linear compatible iTttLIVIALalU 

PLEASE RETURN THE CARDS FROM 

COUPON BELOW FOR ^ 

DETAILS OF ALL KS 

REELMAGIC OPTIONS 

•ReelMagic requires a VGA or - 

S-VGA card with a VESA +vAT = £292 58 
standard lealure connecto-. _——— I - 


39 entertaining 
previews and 
demonstrations. 


Superb animation 
sequences and 
movie database. 


GRAPHICS WORKS 

_ MM Unique art and 

t rk ^ photographic 

^ ■ manipulation 

package. 


Two massive, 
futuristic 3D action 


CD-ROM DRIVE 

PLUS! 11 CD TITLES 


INTERACTIVE 


COLLECTION 


Friendly Technology 


MEDIA VISION • MITSUMI 
PANASONIC • SONY 


CD-ROWI DRIVE 

PLUS! 

11 CD TITLES 


INTERACTIV: 


COLLECTIO 


11 TITLES o-’i 

TOTAL VALUE £718 


External Models Available (£40 Extra) on 3 CD Title Standard Packs 
Sony(CDR4049 £109+£40) = £149 Panasonic (cdR 41 i 3 £119+£40) = £159 


AMITEK CD-ROM 

^ing5 

SPEED 

SPEED 

DUAL 

SPEED 

DUAL 

SPEED 

DUAL 

SPEED 

DRIVE PACKS 

AT 

AT 

AT 

AT 

SCSI 

IgFMPCtll 

■ COMPLIANT 

MITSUMI 

LU005S 
CD-ROM DRIVE 

SONY 

CDU-33A-01 
CD-ROM DRIVE 

MITSUMI 

FX001D 
CD-ROM DRIVE 

PANASONIC 

CR-562-B 
CD-ROM DRIVE 

MEDIAVISION 

CDR-Hg3 MV 
CD-ROM DRIVE 

Fflff Data & Audio Cables -f Screws 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

Fffff At Interface Card Included 

✓ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Plays Audio CDs 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

Data Transfer (K/sec Sustained) 

150K/SEC 

300K/SEC 

300K/SEC 

300K/SEC 

300K/SEC 

Single or Dual Speeo 

Single 

Dual 

Dual 

Dual 

Dual 

Access Time (Average) 

350msec 

320msec 

300msec 

320msec 

320msec 

MPC Support Level 

MPC1 

MPC2 

MPC2 

MPC2 

MPC2 

Kooak PhotoCD Compatible 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

MPEG1/ReelMagic Compatible 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

CD-I Linear Compatible 

- 

✓ 


- 

- 

Cache Memory 

32K 

64K 

32K 

64K 

256K 

Multi-Session 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

5)4" Internal Drive Mounting 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

Tray Loaoing 

Manual 

Soft Eject 

Motoriseo 

Motoriseo 

Motoriseo 

Data Connector(s) 

Mitsumi 

Sony+Mitsumi 

Mitsumi 

Panasonic 

SCSI-2 

Warranty Perioo 

1 Year 

1 Year 

1 Year 

2 Years 

1 Year ^ 

INTERNAL CD-ROM DRIVE PLUS 

3 CD TITLES 

• ANECDOTE •ANIMATOR • SNEAK PEEKS 

£69 

£109 

£109 

£119 

£129 

VAT= £81.08 
CDR 3QQ5 

vAt= £128.08 

CDR 4Q43 

v^T= £128.08 
CDR 3105 

vat= £139.83 

CDR 4107 

v;t= £151.58 

CDR 2117 

INTERNAL CD-ROM DRIVE PLUS 

II CD TITLES 

interactive quest software pack ^ 

£139 

£179 

£179 

£189 

£199 

VAT= £163,33 

CDR 45QQ 

/at= £210.33 

CDR 45D1 

vAt= £210.33 

CDR 4503 

vIt= £222.08 

CDR 4502 

vat= £233.83 

CDR 4504 



THE SILICA SERVICE 


Before you cJecide when to buy 

^ __ _ . your new computer peripherals, 

^ we suggest you think very carefully 

about WHERE you buy them. 
Consider what it will be like a few 
months after you have made your purchase, 
when you may require additional peripherals or software, or 
help and advice. And, will the company you buy from contact 
you with details of new products? At Silica, we ensure that you 
will have nothing to worry about. With our unrivalled 
experience and expertise, we can meet our customers' 
requirements with an understanding which is second to none. 
Complete and return the coupon now for our latest FREE 
literature and begin, to experience the “Silica Service”. 

• FREE OVERNIGHT DELIVERY: 

On ail hardware orders shipped in the UK mainland 
(there is a small charge for Saturday delivery). 

• TECHNICAL SUPPORT HELPLINE: 

A team of technical experts will be at your service. 


• PRICE MATCH: 

We match on a “Same product - Same price" basis. 

• ESTABLISHED 16 YEARS: 

We have a proven track record in professional computer sales. 

• PART OF A £50M A YEAR COMPANY: 

With over 300 staff - We are solid, reliable and profitable. 

• BUSINESS + EDUCATION + GOVERNMENT: 
Volume discounts are available. Tel: 081-308 0888. 


• SHOWROOMS: 

We have demonstration facilities at all our stores. 

• THE FULL STOCK RANGE: 

All of your computer requirements from one supplier. 

• FREE CATALOGUES: 

, With special offers and product news. 

• PAYMENT: 

We accept most major credit cards, cash, cheque or 

.. . T / . 2'' _ - 


monthly terms (APR 29.8% - written quotes on request). 



licA 


D E B E 



AMS 


STORES NATIONWIDE 

07300109-4 


MAIL ORDER 08I-S09 1111 

PLUS TECHNICAL AND HEAD OFFICE 


Silica, Silica House, Hatherley Road, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX 

PLUS BRANCHES AT: 

BRISTOL Debenhams - (3rd Floor), St James Barton 0272 291021 

CARDIFF 

Debenhams - 46-50 St. David’s Way 

0222 399789 

CHELMSFORD 

Debenhams - (2nd Floor), 27 High Street 

0245 355511 

CROYDON 

Debenhams -(2nd Floor). 11-31 North End 081-688 4455 

GLASGOW 

Debenhams - (5ih Floor), 97 Argyle Street 041-221 0088 

GUILDFORD 

Debenhams - (3rd Floor), Millbrook 

0483 301300 

HARROW 

Debenhams-Open Sept’94, Station Road 081-427 4300 

HULL 

Debenhams - (2nd Floor), Prospect Street 

0482 25151 

IPSWICH 

Debenhams - (2hd Floor), Westgate Street 0473 221313 

LONDON 

52 Tottenham Court Road 

071-580 4000 

LONDON 

Debenhams - (3rd Floor), 334 Oxford St 

071-493 3735 

LUTON 

Debenhams - (istFloor), Arndale Centre 

0582 21201 

MANCHESTER 

Debenhams - (3rd Floor), Market Street 

061-832 8666 

PLYMOUTH 

Debenhams - (3rd Floor), Royal Parade 

0752 266666 

ROMFORD 

Debenhams - (3rd Floor), Market Place 

0708 766066 

SHEFFIELD 

Debenhams (3rd Floor), The Moor 

0742 768611 

SHEFFIELD 

Debenhams-Open Sept '94, Meadowhall Centre 0742 568555 

SIDCUP 

Hatherley Road 

081-302 8811 

SOUTHAMPTON Debenhams -(1st Floor), Queensway 

0703 223888 

SOUTHEND 

Keddies - (2nd Floor), High Street 

0702 468039 

THURROCK 

Debenhams - (1st Floor), Lakeside Centre 

0708 860066 


To Sihca PCHOM-1194-214. Hntherley Rcl, Siciciip. Kent DA14 4DX 


PLEASE SEND INFORMATION ON CD-ROM PRODUCTS 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms; . Initials; 

Surname; . 

Company {k applicable):. 

Address:.. 


. Postcode;. 

Tel (Home): . 

Tel (Work);.. 

Which computer(s), if any, do you own? 


214G 


FAOF ■ Advertised orices and soecilications mav chanae - Please return the coupon for the latest information. 































































































































































GOT a computing problem you don’t know how to solve? Already 
tried the software or hardware companies concerned? This is the 
section for you. No matter how small your query may be, we want 
to hear from you, and we’ll try our best to answer it on these 
pages. If we can’t, we won’t just ignore your letters like other 
magazines might do, instead we’ll throw the challenge open to our 
other readers. 

Don’t forget we also want to hear from you if you’ve got a 
computing tip which you feel would benefit others. In return, in 
conjunction with Microsoft, we’re offering some top software to the 
reader who sends in the most useful advice of the month. 

Send in problems or tips using the form provided. You can use 
additional paper if necessary, but please include the form as well 
and remember to put you name on every sheet. Also bear in mind 
that the chances of your query or tip being printed are greatly 
reduced when we can’t read a word of your scribbled handwriting. 
If you want to submit a listing of any sort, please send it on disk. 


SOUND ADVICE 

System: 

I have a 386SX/33 with a 
double-speed CD-Rom 
Drive, 4Mb of ram, and 
SoundBlaster AWE 32 soundcard. I am 
running Windows and MS-DOS 6.2. 

Problem: 

As much as I do love my 
SoundBlaster AWE 32 
sound card, it uses a lot of 
base memory. I have loaded most of the 
drivers that I need in to the upper 
memory area. All was well, but I still 
only have less than 550k so I have prob¬ 
lems using certain games, for example 
X-Wing. I have tried adjusting both my 
system files but not much has changed. 
MemMaker makes things worse using 
either Custom or Express set-up. Please 
can you help? 

Steven Hunt - Staffordshire 

Solution: 

By coincidence, on the 
same day that your 
query arrived, Richard 
Sykes of Bowdon in Cheshire sent in a 
memory-saving tip for AWE 32 owners. 
He advises that you can remove the two 
drivers Ctmmsys.Sys and Ctsbl6.Sys 
from your Config.Sys file. The only side 
effect with this is that you will not be 
able to run Play.Exe, Record.Exe or 
Sbl6set.Exe under Dos. Still it does save 
you around 30k of base ram. 

580k should be enough to run most 


games, although you may want to 
analyse your system files further to 
claim back 10k or so more. Be warned 
that some games require as much as 
600k. 

Readers with other sound cards 
should experiment with the drivers and 
programs supplied with the board. 
The best way to exclude drivers or pro¬ 
grams is to add the word Rem (for 
remark) in the system files before each 
of the lines which you do not wish to 
load. 

In some cases you will find that 
many of the drivers simply aren’t need¬ 
ed. Some, for example, are used to mix 
or control the volume levels. It’s your 
choice as to whether you can live with¬ 
out these kind of functions. 


NO LOGIC 

System: 

I own a OEM 486DX/50, 
with 16Mb ram. Cirrus 
Logic CL-5426VL video 
card, Sound Galaxy NX Pro sound 
card, three hard disks (340Mb, 210Mb 
and 170Mb), and Panasonic CD-Rom 
drive. I use MS-DOS 6.2, Windows for 
Workgroups 3.11, MS Office 4.0, 
WinFax 4 Pro, Corel Draw 5, 
AutoRoute CD, Page Plus 3. 

Problem: 

For speed of Windows I 
sometimes swap from 64k 
colour back down to 256 
colours using the Cirrus Logic Setres 
program (ver. 1.43/1.50k) and then 
when using my scanner I swap back 
into 64k colours. 

But when restarting after changing 
from 256 to 64k, Windows displays a 
message Extremely low on memory. 
There is not enough memory to convert 
aU the program icons. Those which are 
not converted will appear black. These 
can be fixed by choosing File, 
Properties from the Program Manager. 

Okay so I have 12 groups, but I regu¬ 
larly clear down unused icons - but 
how much memory do I need? 

Also, I was looking at upgrading my 
monster to Pentium, but with this I will 
need to get a new motherboard, CPU 
(P60 or P66) and graphics card (say 
Diamond Stealth). Would this make a 
drastic speed change, or do I really need 


to go to the P90 for Whoosh? 

I have also heard over the grapevine 
that Pentiums are to drop by about a 
third in price - any idea when? 

Robert Ray - Blackburn 

Solution: 

As we’ve often said on 
the Workshop pages, we 
don’t know everything 
about everything when it comes to PCs 
{Only football - ed). Actually we doubt 
if there is one person alive who does, 
and so we’re prepared to admit that we 
haven’t got a clue what is causing these 
memory problems. If anyone does 
know, we’ll print the answer in a forth¬ 
coming issue. 

As for your question about 
Pentiums, this is impossible to answer 
too. We know that you’re a bit of a 
power user - other readers may be 
interested to know that we’ve printed 
about a third of Mr Ray’s system set-up 
above! But we don’t know how hard 
you push your current setup, or for that 
matter, how much money is available. 
It’s a bit like asking us to do your week¬ 
ly shopping, when we don’t know what 
you eat, or how much you want to 
spend. 

Obviously a 90MHz Pentium is the 
best to go for if you can afford it, but 
then a £500 graphics card would be nice 
as would 64Mb of ram. You pays your 
money. 

Are Pentiums to drop by a third in 
price? Over a period, yes. Overnight, 
no. Still wait long enough and the 
Septium - or whatever Intel decide to 
call the 686 - should be along. Get the 
point? 

ONE IN 46,000 

System: 

I have a Pentium 90 (Show 
off - ed)y with 16Mb of 
ram, 2Mb video ram, dou¬ 
ble-speed CD-Rom drive. I use MS- 
DOS 6.2 and Windows for Workgroups 
3.11. The set-up is used for wordpro¬ 
cessing, graphics work, games and 
genealogy. 

Problem: 

None of your CD-Roms 
has worked yet. Numbers 
7,9 and 10 all crash saying 



Some sound cards like the SoundBlaster 
AWE32 can use large chunks of memory 
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HOME HELP 


According to our reader survey this is your favourite part 
of the magazine. Not wanting to disappoint, here’s another 
round of queries with answers from the PC HOME team 


their operation has caused a fault in 
KRNL386.EXE at 0001:73C3. The latest 
doesn’t do this but - like the others - 
the Dos menu appears for a fraction of 
a second then closes down - dumping 
me in C:\Files. 

I tried installing Under A Killing 
Moon myself, it says it has installed 
okay, then proceeds to put up a pretty 
little box saying Read error when I click 
on the boxes. I am not happy with your 
magazine! 

Dave Georgeson - Merseyside 

Solution: 

Hmmm... there are 
thousands of people 
each month who are. 
Sounds to us like you have a problem 
with your CD-Rom drive, or at least a 
problem with your machine. 

Call our disk support line on 0625 
858084 and they’ll be happy to help out. 

BURNT FINGERS 

System: 

I running a 486SX-25, a 
250Mb hard disk and 1Mb 
Trident video card. 

Problem: 

I’m thinking of buying a 
CD-Rom drive and would 
like to know if I bought a 
SCSI drive and sound card, would these 
co-exist in my machine with the current 
IDE hardware, or would I have to opt 
for the cheaper set-up? The reason for 
this is that I am interested in a triple¬ 
speed drive and not the current specifi¬ 
cation of the double-speed. 

Last year I invested in a single-speed 
drive and found this totally inadequate 
for playing games and do not want to 
buy a double-speed only to find that 
next year all CD-Rom software is tri¬ 
speed recommended. 

L. Richards - West Glamorgan 

Solution: 

Buying computer equip¬ 
ment at the right time to 
avoid wasting money is 
a tricky task, and certainly one which all 
of us here can relate to. You’ve obvious¬ 
ly had it tough by being burnt with a 
single-speed drive. 

But consider this: The most popular 


type of drive today - at least 90 per cent 
of drives sold — is the double-speed, and 
it’s for this type that most software is 
optimised. How much does a good dou¬ 
ble-speed drive cost? £125 at most, if 
you look around. 

Now how much does a tri-speed 
drive cost at the moment? £300 or so if 
you are lucky. But by the time the 
majority of software is designed to use 
these faster drives, which we reckon will 
be at least a year if not a longer, their 
cost will be down to the prices of the 
current double-speeds. 

In other words, don’t get to hung up 
on buying for tomorrow. You could 
have easily spent £400 or more on a 
double-speed drive a year ago, but 
would that have made more sense? No! 

To answer you question directly, yes 
a SCSI drive with interface - sound card 
or otherwise - will be perfectly happy 
co-existing with your IDE setup, 
whether it’s a tri-speed or a double¬ 
speed. Then, of course, we have the 
quad-speeds which you’ve neglected to 
mention... 

Watch out for a full test of all the 
best CD-Rom drives on the market in 
our next issue. 

CLICKING DISCS 

System: 

My system is a 66MHz 
486DX2 with 8Mb of ram, 
a 250Mb hard drive, a 
Panasonic CR-562 CD-Rom drive and a 
SoundBlaster 16 sound card. 

Problem: 

The problem I have is 
that with some CD-Rom 
games I get an audible 
clicking noise when playing sound. On 
some CDs there is no problem - Strike 
Commander, Rebel Assault -but on 
others the clicking is so bad that it dis¬ 
torts the music and sound effects - 
MegaRace, Mad Dog McCree. 

I have tried increasing the size of 
SmartDrive - from 2Mb to 4Mb - and 
increasing the number of buffers avail¬ 
able to MSCDEX - from 64 up to 512Kb 
- all with no effect. I have also tried 
booting without any TSRs - excluding 
the CD-Rom drive of course, but this 
still happens with these specific games. 

I guess that it is something to do with 


the processor having to get the sound 
files from the CD drive, and not having 
enough time to play the file contiguous¬ 
ly. Surely with a fast DX2 machine and 
loads of cache, this should not affect the 
game so greatly. Please can you help, as 
this effect is causing some of these 
games to become unplayable. 

C Biddle - Leicester 

Solution: 

We’ve heard of this 
problem a few times 
before but, unfortunate¬ 
ly, we don’t know the solution. Yes, it’s 
reader time again. If any of you know 
how to get round this, please send us the 
answer and we’ll print it in the next 
issue. The writer of the best explanation 
is almost guaranteed to win tip of the 
month, so don’t delay, write today. 

DOOM GLOOM 

System: 

I have an AJP 486DX 3500 
Laptop, with 8Mb ram, 
345Mb hard disk and a 
512k VGA graphics card built in. I use it 
for work and home. 

Problem: 

I am a poor student who 
has this second-hand 
machine. Being unable to 
install a sound card I saved my pennies 
and invested in a Port-able Sound Plus 
device which emulates SoundBlaster 
and AdLib via the printer port. 

It is an excellent device and I am 
extremely happy with it. The one gripe I 
do have though - and here you see my 
predicament - is that games like 
Raptor, Doom, The Horde and Indy 


Car Racing don’t notice the Sound¬ 
Blaster emulator and won’t play the 
sound effects. 

All other programs and Windows 
work fine with it. Could this be a prob¬ 
lem with the programs in that they all 
use the DOS/4GW type interface? 
Please help as I am getting very jealous 
of my friends having the whole Doom 
experience whereas I am having to suf¬ 
fice with the PC speaker. Oh to hear 
Doom properly! 

Robert Perkins - Oxford 

Solution: 

Good old DOS/4GW. 
For those who aren’t in 
know, this is a memory 
management utility used in many con¬ 
temporary games. Although it does 
offer advantages to the programmers 
who use it - it allows memory to be 
shifted more efficiently for example - 
DOS/4GW can cause users all sorts of 
problems. 

Many sound cards, including among 
others the SoundBlaster AWE 32, have 
problems with it, and importantly to 
us - if not users like yourself - it also 
causes havoc when trying to use some 
screen grabbers. 

We’ve never used the Port-able 
Sound Plus, although we do know of its 
existence as our sister magazine PC 
today reviewed the device some time 
ago. We’re sad to say that the best 
advice we can give is to sell it off - it’s 
ideal for notebook users, so you should 
find a buyer - and buy a proper (inter¬ 
nal) board. 

Preferably, get one which is known 
for its reliability and compatibility. If 
you are on a tight budget, we suggest a 
SoundBlaster Pro or 16. 



Doom, like many modern games uses 

DOS/4GW - a troublesome memory manager o 
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TEMPORARY FIX 

WINDOWS often creates temporary 
files on your disk with the extension 
.TMP. If you find any of these while 
Windows is not operating, they are 
just taking up precious space and can 
be deleted. The problem is that 
Windows often places them all over 
the place, making them hard to find. 

If, however, you have a Microsoft 
application of some sort installed in 
Windows you will notice that under 
the File menu there is a command 
called Find File. If you select this you 
can then search all your drives for 
’^.TMP. If using Word for Windows, 
you are also able to delete them. 
- R Tegg, Doncaster 

PCH: Er, yes, but from the C: prompt 
you can type 

Dir *.Tiiip Is 

to find where there are, and besides, 
contrary to what you say, temporary 
files don^t always have a .Tmp exten¬ 
sion and can normally he found in a 
directory defined in your Autoexec.Bat 
file, that is: 

Set TeiDp=C:\Te[np 

These files should only he created if 
Windows has crashed, or if you have 
switched off while in a Windows ses¬ 
sion. If you find some while not run¬ 
ning Windows it is safe to delete them. 

BUY A BIOS 

I RECENTLY upgraded my main 
processor to a 486DX/33, but it 
wouldn’t work. I had it checked then 
replaced it, but it still wouldn’t even 
boot. Eventually, after much research, 

I discovered that my 1985 BIOS was 
too old. Many people are upgrading 
their 286s to 486s. 

Well, there is only one solution - 
buy a new BIOS chip. These are not 
readily available in the UK, but con¬ 
tact the company you originally 


Since Microsoft generously offered to give 
away some free software, we’ve been 
inundated with readers’ tips. Here’s the 
cream of the crop. Keep ’em coming 


bought the PC from, you might get 
them to fit it. 

If not contact: Upgrades Etc., 1521 
NE 90th Street, Redmond, WA 98052, 
USA. (Tel: 010 1800 541 1943). I hope 
this will be of use to someone. If you 
can get it from your original compa¬ 
ny, then expect to pay around £30. 
Otherwise, I am not sure how much 
you’ll be spending. - Nick Fowler, 
Wiltshire 

PCH: Thanks for the information, but 
we can't help thinking that an upgrade 
from a 286 chip to 486 using the origi¬ 
nal motherboard is not generally a 
great idea, unless you're absolutely 
forced to - maybe your motherboard is 
proprietary or just an odd shape. 

We say this, not only because as 
pointed out, the BIOS (basic input 
output system) can cause problems, 
but also because motherboards 
designed for 286 chips, don't have on¬ 
board cache memory, take old memory 
chips (DRAM or SIPPs) and don't 
have Local Bus expansion slots - all of 
which go into making up a good, fast, 
modern motherboard. 

In short, if you intend changing 
processor, consider changing the moth¬ 
erboard too. 

SCANTASTIC 

IN reference to the scanner article in 
your September issue. If you have 
problems recognising scanned text, 
try scanning a test piece of text, one 
line at a time, adjusting the brightness 
gradually between lines. When the 
scanned text is converted, the best line 
of text will show the best level for the 
brightness. - Tony Johnson, Malton, 
N. Yorkshire 

EARTH CALLING 

WHENEVER you need to open up 
your PC, leave the mains cable in the 
wall socket (obviously with the cur¬ 
rent off) and the other end plugged 
into your PC. Having opened up or 


taken the lid off your computer, you 
don’t want static electric to frazzle any 
electronic components, so keep 
touching the metal chassis which has 
been earthed through your house 
earth circuit via the mains cable. - S 
Matthews, Basingstoke 

PCH: A safety tip, can you believe it? A 
good one too. You win the package of 
your choice - Microsoft's Dinosaur 
CD. Congratulations. 

A DEAD CERT? 

WHO wrote the questions for 
Elimination, the coverdisk of your 
September issue? In particular the 
question on sport about who won the 
Derby 2 years running in 1973-4? 

a) Highland Wedding 

b) Red Rum 

c) Rag Trade 

d) Nijinsky. 

It is not possible to win the Derby 
twice, and Rag Trade won the Grand 
National. What went wrong? 

- Mrs Bennion, Northallerton, N Yorks 

PCH: Sorry, we didn't set the ques¬ 
tions. Hang on, this is the tips section. 
Got any racing tips then? 

SPEED LIMIT 

READERS with a 486DX2 or other 
clock doubling chip, can increase 
their system speed by changing the 
clock generator frequency on their 
motherboard from 33MHz to 
40MHz. This is achieved by swapping 
over the relevant jumper pins. 

This method works best with non¬ 
caching boards, but it does work. I 
currently run my 486DX2 at 80MHz! 
- John Lister, Bourne, Lines 

PCH: Not our favourite type of tip. 
Did you know that 50MHz DX2 clock 
doublers are actually the same as the 
66MHz versions, except that they have 
failed the quality control tests? They 
don't do the tests for nothing, so push¬ 


ing a 66MHz chip to 80MHz is, in our 
opinion, pushing things a bit far. We 
hope your system is well cooled - it's 
gonna need to be. 

This is perhaps a good opportunity 
to remind readers that if you act on 
any advice given on these pages, you do 
so at your own risk. 

REMEMBER 

SOLVE three problems at once. If you 
have just bought a 4Mb 486SX 
machine as most people do now - it 
seems to be the entry level machine, 
you may have noticed the hard drive 
working very hard with programs not 
loading as fast as you thought they 
would. 

You can increase the speed of load¬ 
ing, reduce the amount of wear 
on your hard drive, just by adding 
another 4Mb of ram. This must also 
give most people all the ram they 
need; a total of 8Mb. The way I see it, 
the less work a hard drive has to do 
the better. - S Thompson, Mid 
Glamorgan 

PCH: Can't argue with that. Memory is 
one of the best investments you can make. 

ICON DO IT 

IF YOU have a program group in 
Windows made up of items from a 
CD-Rom when you start Windows 
next the icons have reverted to the 
standard box. To remedy make the 
.Grp file relating to your program 
group read only, thus freezing the 
icons. 

I recently bought a CD-Rom of 
Windows games and set-up - using 
Drag/Drop from File Manager - with 
13 groups of 40 icons each, aU set read 
only from File Manager. - Stuart 
Sharp, Berkshire 

PCH: This tip works well in theory, but 
bear in mind that you need to change 
the properties again if you want to 
delete an icon. 
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HOME HELP 



PRIZE (COMPLETE ONLY IF YOU HAVE SUPPLIED A TIP) 

I would like to win: (tick one only) 

□ MS-DOS 6.2 □ Money 3.0 □ Flight Sim 5 □ Dinosaurs CD □ Creative Writer 

Cut out this form or make a photocopy and send to: 


PC HOME Workshop, Europress Publications, 
Europa House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield 
SK10 4NP. Alternatively fax it to 0625 879966. 
Please mark the document clearly for the 
attention of PC HOME. Feel free to use 


additional paper If necessary but include this 
form and remember to sign every sheet. 

We regret that we cannot answer queries over 
the telephone, nor can we provide personal 
replies by letter or fax. 
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Gaggles of excited readers smash down the PC HOME office 
doors, rush the guards and beg to have their letters included in 
these pages. Stevie Kennedy fights them off with a big stick 


SHAREWARE 

EXPERIENCE 

UNTIL a few months ago, I had 
never bothered to register my share¬ 
ware programs with the authors. I 
reckoned that if I had some free soft¬ 
ware, then fair enough, but some of 
it is so good I was eventually shamed 
into registering. 

Thumbs Plus started me off 
because I couldn’t believe how use¬ 
ful it was. I do a lot of artwork on 
my machine, and I have a couple of 
CD-Roms full of texture maps for 
3D packages, all numbered and 
given strange file names which mean 


next to nothing. When I’d used 
Thumbs Plus to create thumbnails 
for them all - it took some time but 
it was worth it - I was able to find 
exactly the right texture in no time. 

Once I’d started to register those 
packages I used all the time, I was 
pleasantly surprised by the response 
from the authors. Updates, upgrades, 
printed manuals - you name it. It 
was also a relief to get rid of those 
annoying screens which come up to 
remind you to register. 

I’d recommend that all your read¬ 
ers register their frequently used 
shareware programs, if not through a 
sense of honesty then at least in 
order to get the upgrades. Oh, and 


before you ask, I’m not a shareware 
author, so I have no self-serving 
interest in this letter - Patrick 
Foster, Hereford 

PCH: We shouldn't have to print this 
letter, because you should all know 
what Mr Foster just discovered. 
Shareware is of a very high quality on 
the PC, but you get a lot more out of 
it if you register. 

Not to mention the fact that you 
often don’t have the author’s permis¬ 
sion to use the unregistered version 
for more than a limited period in the 
first place. 

It’s a good idea to take five min¬ 
utes to go through your hard drive 


and think about the shareware you 
use. Check the documentation accom¬ 
panying the programs for details on 
how much registration costs and what 
you get for your money. You’ll find 
that the fee is usually well justified. 

TOWER 
OF BABEL 

I WAS interested to read your article 
on programming languages in the 
October issue, but it left me with one 
pressing question unanswered: 
Which is the best language for my 
purposes? 

I would like to write educational 


CONSPIRACY THEORY 


MY family have conspired to 
destroy my PC fun, or at least I 
think I can prove that they have. Let 
me explain. 

Three weeks after I became about 
the last PC owner in Britain to lay 
my hands on a copy of Doom {not 
again! - Ed), 1 realised that my 12- 
year-old daughter and my wife were 
beginning to mutter about the 
amount of time I spent in my den. 

This used to be the spare bed¬ 
room, but it has gradually been 
taken over by my 486, printer, soft¬ 
ware shelves, and the rest of my PC 
equipment, and I know my wife 
would dearly love to see the room 
revert to its original purpose. 

Not long after the muttering 
began, I found that the lead 
between PC and monitor was miss¬ 
ing. 

I knew that it couldn’t have 
walked off by itself, but the two 
plotters said nothing, so I decided 
to play a waiting game and bought a 
new one. This took a couple of days, 
during which I used a standard lead 
instead of the pass-through kind. 

Next, the key 1 use for my disk 


box (one of the metal ones) disap¬ 
peared and 1 had to unscrew the 
hinges to get at my floppy disks. 
Still 1 said nothing, still my wife and 
daughter muttered downstairs 
while I was upstairs killing 
cacodemons. 

I was determined not to be 
defeated until they came out 
in the open and chal¬ 
lenged me fair and 
square, but I was 
shocked by just 
how far the anti- 
PC alliance was 
prepared to go to 
limit the time I spent 
playing Doom. 

The crunch came only last week. 
I turned on my PC and set about 
changing directory to load Doom, 
then realised that the keyboard 
wasn’t working. At first, 1 assumed 
that there was a fault with it, and 
cursed the manufacturers long and 
loud. 

Once I’d calmed down, however, 

1 discovered that the keyboard lock 
key - something I’d never used in 
all the time I’d had the PC - had 



been inserted in the lock and the 
end snapped off. A chill spread 
down my spine when it hit me that 
either my wife, my daughter, or 
both, had been driven to such a 
deliberate act of sabotage. 

When I confronted Alison (my 
wife) with the evidence, she smiled 
calmly and said she’d 
done it accidentally 
while dusting, 
apologised, 
and men¬ 
tioned, as if in 
passing, that 
I’d been spend¬ 
ing a bit too much 
time with that machine 
anyway. No screaming, no throwing 
ornaments, just a quiet determina¬ 
tion and a consistent policy of strik¬ 
ing your enemy in his weak spots. 
Rommel would have been proud, 
and 1 knew 1 was beaten. 

Since then, things have returned 
to normal, and though 1 still play 
Doom, it’s only for the odd hour or 
so at weekends. I worked out that 
I’d spent over 60 per cent of my 
spare time on the game, so it’s no 


wonder the rest of the family had 
gone on to the offensive. Others in 
my situation should consider them¬ 
selves warned - M Younger, 
Airdrie 

PCH: You’ve been saved from a fate 
which has befallen countless PC 
users in the past, the PC HOME 
team not least of all. There’s no med¬ 
ical term for the disease, but Doom is 
the most common cause at the 
moment and the only cure is the cold 
turkey treatment. 

They say that you can become 
addicted to anything so long as it 
promotes the body’s production of 
pleasant chemicals such as endor- 
phines, and it’s a fact that workout 
fanatics down at the local gym can 
fall prey to this particular trap. 

Perhaps if there’s a shareware 
author out there who reads the mag, 
you can produce a piece of software 
to monitor the Doom program and 
how long people spend playing it. 
Users can then have an alarm sound 
before things get out of hand and 
they start to overdose. 

It’s just a thought... 
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REGULAR 


games for my children, but they 
would be fairly simple, and I’m not 
sure if I want to delve into C or 
assembler for this sort of program¬ 
ming. I’d need to use music or sam¬ 
ples, I suppose, and there would be a 
reasonable amount of graphics, but 
mainly I’d want to get the informa¬ 
tion across. 

Can you suggest an alternative to 
the heavier languages? - Robert 
Carr away, Northampton 

PCH: Rather than jump straight into 
the more complex languages, you 
could start with Microsoft's Visual 
Basic, a modern version of Basic 
designed to make graphics and so on 
a lot easier to use. 

A less well known route to this sort 
of software would be the multimedia 
authoring packages which can be used 
to present information in an easy 
point and click manner. 

These are nowhere near as flexible 
as programming languages, but for 
basic information purposes they can 
be quick and easy solutions. Last 
month's CD included a demo of MM 
Box 2, which would cover most pre¬ 
sentation requirements. 

If programming in general is some¬ 
thing you'd rather avoid, Klik & Play 
will he out very soon and, as it 
requires no programming whatsoever, 
would probably be right up your 
street. Try Europress Software on 
0625 859444 for more information. 

Before people start accusing us of 
promoting a product from a company 
in our own group - Europress 
Software is a sister company of 
Europress Publications - we'd be 
telling you this regardless of the soft¬ 
ware house concerned. 

Klik & Play is an easy to use and 
powerful software creation tool which 
has (deservedly) attracted rave pre¬ 
views on both sides of the Atlantic. So 
there. 


FAMILY VALUES 


MOST PC enthusiasts are young 
adult males, so it would not surprise 
me if seedy CD magazines appeared 
on the top shelf. 

The CD-Rom is the sexploitation 
industry’s dream. It’s cheap to pro¬ 
duce, it can be sold at a high price, 
and the punter can’t see that the 
promised hard core photos are really 
from a tame lingerie catalogue until 
he gets home! 

Shopkeepers are already wary 
about coverdisks. An Amiga maga¬ 
zine was put on the top shelf because 
it featured a game called Dong. The 
innocuous game had to be renamed 


Donk. Please! PC HOME, remain a 
family magazine and one I can trust! 
-Mrs M Swann, Leeswood 

PCH: Never fear, we won't be 
indulging in the sexploitation side of 
things, as you put it, but we are slight¬ 
ly worried about other adult products, 
including games with the new classifi¬ 
cation stickers. 

If some parents react against a vio¬ 
lent game that is about as main¬ 
stream as the movie Die Hard, we 
would be faced with a split in our 
readership, so the more feedback we 
get on this one the better. 

If anything appears on our HD or 
CD-Rom which we think might not 
he suitable for younger children, we 
will always say so, but we need to 
know what readers think about that 
product being there in the first 
place. 

DRIVE 

DILEMMA 

MY 486 has always given me a lot of 
pleasure, especially as I can play FS5 
at a reasonable speed since I upgrad¬ 
ed with a clock doubled chip, but it 
has no CD-Rom drive, and I’m now 
thinking about buying one. 

The problem is, there are so many 
around and the standard seems to 
change so fast that I don’t want to 
buy a double speed drive only to find 
it can’t handle games or multimedia 
CDs which appear next year. Quad 
speed drives are still very expensive, 
so what can I do? - E Kerr, 
Middlesborough 

PCH: The old argument about not 
buying today's technology in case it 
becomes obsolete tomorrow is pretty 
stupid and one which too many peo¬ 
ple worry about. If you think you need 
CD-Rom, buy the drive you can 
afford and worry about the march of 
progress later. 

If you can afford a quad speed, 
then buy one, but be warned that not 
all that many applications will 
demand one for a while yet. Probably 
your best bet would be to buy a cheap 
twin speed drive and a faster video 
card such as those looked at in our 
roundup last month. 

A faster local bus card would 
improve the speed at which video clips 
and games update on screen, and the 
drive can always he replaced when 
required because you won't have spent 
much money on it. Don't listen to those 
who say that twin speed is out of date - 
it's still the standard and there are so 
many of them around that it will 
remain so for a little while yet. UiJ 





CONTACT POINT 


WHEN you write to PC HOME please use the following list to 
address your queries to the most appropriate department: 


GENERAL LETTERS AND 
TECHNICAL PROBLEMS 

Send your general letters on any subject 
under the sun to Stevie Kennedy, Editor, 

PC HOME, Europa House, Adlington Park, 
Macclesfield, SK10 4NP. 

If you have a technical problem you can’t 
solve or a good tip to share, use the form in our 
Workshop section of Home Help and send it to 
PC HOME Workshop at the same address. 

NEWS LINE 

If you have a hot breaking story that you feel 
PC HOME should be aware of, contact Wayne 
Williams on 0625 878888 during office hours. 

GAME SOLUTIONS 

Got a complete game solution? Know some 
good hints or cheats? Write to Andy Shaw, 
Games Editor at the usual PC HOME address. 


SHAREWARE SUBMISSIONS 

If you have a dynamic new product that you 
feel could benefit our MegaDisk, write to 
Adrian Worrail at the usual PC HOME address. 


FAULTY DISKS/CD-ROMS 

If you receive a faulty cover disk it will be 
replaced free of charge. Contact PC Wise, 
Dowlais Top Business Park, Dowlais, Merthyr 
Tydfil, Mid Glamorgan CF48 2YY. 

If you damage a disk yourself, include a 
cheque/postal order for £1.85 (per HD 3.5in 
disk), £2 (CD) and send it to the same address. 
If the disk was damaged in transit, return it to 
Europress Direct, Freepost, Ellesmere Port 
L65 3EB. 

SOFTWARE PROBLEMS 

If you have any problems running any of the 
software on the MegaDisks or CD-Rom, 
contact our helpline on 0625 858084. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 
AND BACK ISSUES 

Contact Europress Direct on 051-3571275 


Unfortunately, due to our workload we cannot 
accept phone calls except where stated above 
and we cannot reply to letters individually. 
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A subscription to PC HOME 
guarantees your copies and 
brings you a mass of benefits, 
plus you get to choose one of 
two great free gifts as well 

set foot out of the 
door, let alone queue 
up at the newsagents 
Save time and hassle 
by subscribing today. 

We make it even 
easier for you when 
you subscribe by 
ongoing quarterly 
direct debit. 

lt*s the easiest 
way to pay, and 
you still receive 
a free gift 




It saves you money 
and makes sure you 
get your copy of 
PC HOME without 
any fuss or hassle. 
When you*re a 
subscriber you can 
stop worrying about 
remembering when 
the next is due on 
sale, as your copy is 
reserved for you per¬ 
sonally. 

You don’t have to 






Opt for the HD edition and choose a free gift... 




Two extra issues 
and a PC Home 
magazine binder 

\ Subscribe and as well as 
\ two extra issues you'll 
\ have an exclusive PC 
\ HOME magazine binder 
\ to keep your favourite 
magazines in 
pristine condition 


Alone in 
the Dark 




The award winning Alone , ^ 

^ in the Dark is designed » 

|\ entirely in 3~D using ^ 

unique camera angles and jf 
fluid animation, adding \ 

immense atmosphere . » 

to your terrifying i ■ 

investigation into the macabre 





SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE for card orders 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS 



to the indispensable 
guide to your PC! 


for to the CD edition and choose either... 


PC HOME CD case 

This stylish CD case has been 
^ designed exclusively for PC 

-1 ‘ . >-^T_ HOME and is free to sub- 

^ ' scribers. It’s the essential 

■ accessory to enable you to 

■ build up and protect your 

^ rn collection. 


Atone in the Dark jy 3 

The award winning Alone in the ■ 

Dark is designed entirely in 3-D ' ^ 

using unique camera angles jf ^ 

and fuid animation, adding A' . ^ y 

immense atmosphere to your IM /'^ 
terrifying investigation 


OR 


n3 issues! 
for the price 
of 12 


into the macabre. 


PC HOME subscription order form 

Choose either a yearly (13 issues) or a quarterly subscription, for either the CD or HD edition 


I would like the following yearly subscription to: 


CD edition 

□ i860 UK 

□ l86l EU 

□ l862 World 


£53.99 - Save 16% off cover price 
£78.99 - 13 issues for the price of 12 
£89.99 - 13 issues for the price of 12 


HD edition 

□ l863 UK 

□ l864 EU 

□ l865 World 


£45.99 - Save 10% off cover price 
£65.50 - 13 issues for the price of 12 
£78.50 - 13 issues for the price of 12 


*1 wish to pay by: 

□ Cheque/Eurocheque/postal order payable to 
Europress Publications Ltd 

Q Credit card (Visa/Access/Barclaycard/Mastercard/Eurocard/Connect) 


Expiry date 


Tick which free gift / special offer you want (not available to world subscribers) 


CD edition gifts: HD edition gifts: 

1834 wl CD case 1836 Q Two extra issues and a magazine binder 

1835 □ Alone in the Dark 1837 □ Alone in the Dark 

Your subscription will commence with the earliest possible issue 


Complete this form and send it to: 
Europress Direct, FREEPOST, South Wirral L65 3EA. 
(No stamp needed if posted in the UK.) 


I would like a continuous UK quarterly direct debit subscription to: 


The CD edition □ 1857 £ 13.49 per quarter 

The HD edition □ 1866 £ I 1.49 per quarter 

Your subscription will continue until you cancel. 

Quarterly Direct Debit Instruction 

AUTHORITY TO YOUR BANK/BUILDING SOCIETY TO PAY DIRECT DEBITS 


subscripk 
Only £ 13.49 
JI0-0nly£M 


Name of bank/building society... 


Name of account. 

Your account no. 


Date.. 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

Originator's Identification No. i ® 1^ l Ll.l 


Your instructions to the bank/building society: 

I instruct you to pay Direct Debits from my 
account at the request of Europress Ltd. 

The amounts are variable and may 
be debited on various dates. 

• No acknowledgement required. 

• I understand that Europress may change 
the amounts and dates only after giving 
me prior notice. 

• I will inform the bank/building society in 
writing if I wish to cancel this instruction. 


• I understand that if any Direct Debit is paid 
which breaks the terms of the instruction, the 
bank/ building society will make a refund. 
Bank/building society may decline to accept 
instructions to pay Direct Debit from some 
types of accounts. 


Deliver my magazine to: 


Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss)_ 
Address 


Postcode 


Daytime phone no 


! I Tick this box if you do not wish to receive promotional material from other companies 
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Design the Perfect Interior 
Decoration for your Home 

with the latest PC interior design program 

Flairr gives you all the skills you need to be 
your own Interior Designer for only £35.00. 

Simple but Sophisticated PC program 



Thousands of colours to choose from 
Automatic Colour Match and Contrast 
Cost and Quality estimation 
Try out your designs without mess! 

Requires IBM compatible PC with Microsoft Windows 3.1 

for more details of Flairr and our other products please contact 
Ambei'sofit P.O. Box 3101, Wokingham, Berks, RG11 5FG 
or Telephone: 0734 792691 


WADS OF WADS 


lOO’s of Extra Levels For DOOM. 


I Over 1000 
WAD 
Files 
For 

DOOM 


Including a 
CIX Online 
Services 
|Offering Saving 
You £25.00 


A CD packed with the latest 
extra levels WADS, editors 
utilities, pictures, networking 
and modem utils, and loads 
of text info files. Includes the 
leastest FAQ sheet and the 
upgrade from VI .2 to VI .6. 

The Ultimate DOOM’ers 
Companion CD. 


The Latest 
versions of | 
Editors 
and other 
Doom 
Utilities 


PLUS FREE! 

Upgrade option | 
to convert 
Wads to use 
with DOOM II 


Ipecial Offer Price! T 
£13.99 Inclusive 

’'What You See Is What You Pay !. 


Note: These WADS will only work with registered versions of DOOM 


Phone: 0424 730326 Fax: 0424 438467 
To ORDER this CD, send a Cheque or Postal Order to: 


CD Rom User Group (UK), 48 Ashdown Road, Bexhill TN40 1SE 


CD ROMS CD ROMS 


LIBRIS BRITANNIA 4 Volume 1: The Scientific & Technical 

Software Library (book & disk) £39.00, Volume 2; Best Applications & Leisure 
software (book & disk) £39.00 

1 TBDTC RDTTA MWT A 1 ^ Premier shareware 

LlDlViu DMl/iillu/l J collection (book & disk) £29.00 

TAPCUTHP TADP A A/f Tmetype fonts plus 5000 PCX 

ULulVlUr UlVMlVl Clipart images (disk & book) £21.00 

11111T TATEPU More than 4000 books, reference works, 
DlDLlv/llJvll literature & much more (disk & book) £21.00 

2000 GREATER & LESSER MYSTERIES 

Huge collection of “fringe” programs & texts - UFOs, Aliens, Alt Science, 

The Mind etc. (book & disk) £21.00 All software needs DOS or Windows. 

PDSL Winscombe House, Beacon Rd 


Crowborough, East Sussex TN61UL 


Prices fully 
inclusive 


Tel 0892 663298 Fax 0892 667473 


COMPUTER CONTROLLED ROBOTICS 


With the SWITCHSOFT INPUT/OUTPUT PORT and 
SPECIALISED CONTROL SOFTWARE for WINDOWS 

★ MOTOR CONTROL ★ ENVIRONMENT CONTROL & MEASUREMENT ★ 
★ DATA ACQUISITION & LOGGING ★ CONDITIONAL RESPONSES ★ 

★ SCRIPT OUTPUT SEQUENCES ★ GRAPH DISPLAY ★ 
and many other features 

Facility for 8 Digital Outposts, 4 Digital Inputs, 

2 Analogue inputs. Easily connected to your PC. 

COMPETE I/O PACKAGE: Input/Output Port, Control Software, light & 
temprature sensors, push switch, indicator LED’s 2 x manuals, back-up support. 
★ ALL THIS ONLY £59.00 ★ 

Free Information Pack Available - extensive range of accessories available 
for use with this system. Amiga and Atari system available. 


SWITCHSOFT 


.Please send cheque or credit card detials, or telephone 
0325 365773. 

Include £1.50 P & P. Overseas add £4.00 


7 ' I SWITCHSOF Dept PCH1194,. 26 Ridgeway, Darlington, Co. Durham DL3 OSF. 


O 53 


Writing by Computer 


Earns up to £75 an hour 

* Complete Will writing system starts you in business 
Jmmediately. Supplied with both new Windows and 
'DOS versions. Produces professional quality legally 
valid documents and includes: 

♦ CLAUSE LIBRARY ♦ EXTENSIVE TUTORIAL 

♦ ADVERTISING MATERIALS ♦ CLIENT FORMS 
.♦ BUSINESS PLANS ♦ BOUND EXAMPLE WILL 

The full Marketing Pack costs from only £67 - the 
price of a pair of Wills - the only computer disc 
to pay for itself time and time again! 

fr^i-Phone or write for Free Information Pack ^ 

Legacy UK (Dept T), PO Box 200 
Shrewsbury SY1 1ZZ g 0938 570428 
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Lowest Priced Top Quality 
Ribbons, Inkjets, Toners & Disks 




Printer Ribbons 





BLACK 

1 off 

2+ 

5-r 

10-r 

BLACK 

1 off 

2 + 

5+ 

10-r 

Amsfrad DMP 2000/3000 

2.80 

2.65 

2.45 

2.25 

Panasonic KXPl 123/1124/1140 

3.46 

3.31 

3.11 

2.91 

AmstradDMP4000 

3.66 

3.51 

3.31 

3.11 

Panasonic KXP1080/1180/90/1592 

2.89 

2.74 

2.54 

2.34 

Amstrad PCW8256/85I2/LQ3500 

2.85 

2.70 

2.50 

2.30 

Panasonic KXP2123/2180 

5.75 

5.60 

5.40 

5.20 

Brother M1009/1024/1109/1209 

3.90 

3.75 

3.55 

3.35 

Seikosha SL90/92/95 

5.70 

5.55 

5.35 

5.15 

Citizen 120D/LSP 10/Swift 24/9 

2.85 

2.70 

2.50 

2.30 

StarLClO/20/100 

2.29 

2.14 

1.94 

1.84 

Commodore MPS 1220/1230 

4.50 

4.35 

4.15 

3.95 

Star LC200 

3.00 

2.85 

2.65 

2.45 

Epson LQ100 

4.10 

3.95 

3.75 

3.55 

Star LC24-10/200 

2.86 

2.71 

2.51 

2.31 

Epson L0400/500/800/850 

3.45 

3.30 

3.10 

2.90 

Taxan Kaga KPS 10/815/910/915 

3.14 

2.99 

2.79 

2.59 

Epson FX/MX/RX80/FX/LX800 

2.90 

2.75 

2.55 

2.35 

COLOUR 

1 off 

2 + 

5 + 

10-r 

Epson FX/MX/RXIOO/FX/MXIOOO 

3.36 

3.21 

3.01 

2.81 

Citizen Swift 24 

12.81 

12.66 

12.46 

12.06 

Epson LX80/86/90 

2.12 

1.97 

1.77 

1.67 

Panasonic KXP2123/2180 

10.63 

10.48 

10.28 

9.88 

Mannesmann Tally 80/81 

3.90 

3.75 

3.55 

3.35 

Star LC10/20/100 

6.00 

5.85 

5.65 

5.25 

NEC Pinwriter P2200 

3.03 

2.88 

2.68 

2.48 

StarLC200 

9.78 

9.63 

9.43 

9.03 

OKI MLI82/183/I92/193/I95 

3.17 

3.02 

2.82 

2.62 

Star LC24-10/200 

9.63 

9.48 

9.28 

8.88 


Ring for Ribbons Not Listed. 


Rin^j^n^Vj^WILI^EM^I^ther^bbon^ri^ 


3 M’' Disks & Disk Boxes Inkjets, Ink Refllls & Toners 



DS/DD 

DS/HD 

10 Disks 

£5 

£8 

25 Disks 

£11 

£16 

50 Disks 

£19 

£29 

100 Disks 

£32 

£52 

250 Disks 

£75 

£115 

500 Disks 

£145 

£206 



Canon BJ-10/20 Cartridge 
Commodore MPS1270 Cartridge 
HP DeskJet Cartridge (Double Cap.) 
HP DeskJet Tri-Colour Cartridge 
HP Thinkjet/Quietjet Cartridge 


17.54 each 
12.13 each 
24.24 each 
28.89 each 
12.13 each 


HP DeskJet Tri-Colour Cartridge Refill 


16.00 each 


Inkjet Refills (Twin Packs) for Canon BJ-10/20, BJ300, 

HP DeskJet. Available in Black, Cyan, Magenta. Yellow, Red, Blue, 
Brown, Light Green, Dark Green and Gold. 

1 Pack £11.00, 2 + Packs £10.60 ea. 5-i- Packs £9.95 ea 


Preformatted (MS-DOS) disks available at 2p extra/disk. 

All Disks Certified 100% Error Free 
and INCLUDE FREE Labels. 


HP LaserJet Il/lII Toner Cartridge 
HP LaserJet IIP/IIIP Toner Cartridge 


44.51 each 
53.14 each 


Ring For Inkjets & Toners Not Listed. 


Miscellaneous Items 

CPU & Monitor Dust Cover 

Monitor Dust Cover 

6.49 

4.99 

Roll 1000 3M" Disk Labels 

8.99 

80 Column Printer Dust Cover 

3.99 

3M" Disk Cleaning Kit 

2.99 

Amiga 500 Dust Cover 

3.99 

Parallel Printer Cable (1.8m) 

3.99 

Amiga 600 Dust Cover 

3.99 

Mouse Mat 

2.99 

Amiga 1200 Dust Cover 

3.99 


AM Prices INCLUDE VAT (@ 17 M %) & UK DELIVERY 


0543 250377 Ring US or send cheques to: 0543 250377 

__ Owl Associates Ltd, Dept 266, Owl House, ^ 
Fxll 5 The Brambles, Lichfield, Staffs WS14 9SE ^ 

Official Government & Educational orders welcome g ^ 


Betting Manager for Windows™ 

“The cost of the program covered by the first bet!” 


writes G.M. from Middx. Who for a £1 Patent netted a return of 
£296.50 using the program for the first time at Doncaster. 

More power - more functions - FAST RATINGS - BOOKMAKERS - 
“TISSUE” - FULL RECORDS - BETTING BANK - STAKING 
MANAGEMENT - DIARY - RETURNS CALCULATED - RACING 
CALANDAR - NOTEBOOK - MAPS OF COURSES - WHY PAY MORE 
AND SETTLE FOR LESS? 


“... most impressed ..."Racelorm Ltd. “... Returned a net profit of £284.58 from £27.17 staked..." 
ODDS ON MAGAZINE."... most professional looking package in the round-up..."PC HOME, “...a 
modest £100 is now £600 plus.” B.W. “...rated every race for 20 days without a losing day!..."J.\N. 



THE ULTIMATE IN BETTING SOFTWARE 

Don’t bet without it! 

For Orders & Information Call 081 689 8875 


J Hooton, Betting Manager, 3 Pemdevon Road, Croydon, Surrey CRO 3QQ 




MICROLAND INTERNET 

The Gateway To The Digital Highway 

0891 990 505 

To View 

0483 725 905 

Gigabytes of Shareware to Download from Bulletin Board 
All Speeds to V32bis - 8 Data Bits No Parity 
Dialup SLIP PPP, UUCP, and Telnet - ISDN - Leased Line 
Graphical User Interfaces - Offline Readers 
Direct Leased Line Connection To Internet - Consultancy 
Email - News - WWW - FTP - Archie - Gopher - Wais 
Premium Rate or Subscription Service 


Trevan Designs Limited. RO.Box 13, Aldershot, GUI 2 6YX. 
Voice/Fax 0252 25841 Email support@trevan.co.uk 
Calls to 0891 990 505 charged at 39p per minute cheap rate and 49p per minute at all other times. 
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imedia 


The Price You See 
Is The Price You Pay 


CD-ROM PACKS 

5 Foot 10 Pack 1 (10 CDs!).Now 34.99 

Treasure Pack (10 CDs!).New In 36.99 

Chaljenge Pack (9 Games).New In 24.75 

ENTERTAINMENT CD-ROMS 

7th Guest & Dune Dual Pack.Now 38.99 

Action CD Compilation.29.99 

Alone/Jack in the Dark (2 Games).27.95 

C.l.T.Y. 2000 .. New In 23.99 

Day of the Tentacle.Now 25.75 

Doom II.Soon 39.99 

FI 5 Strike Eagle 3.19.99 

Frontier Elite 2.New In 33.95 

Gabriel Knight.31,99 

Indiana Jones Fate of Atlantis.24,50 

Innocent Until Caught.27.99 

Journeyman Project.28.99 

Kings Quest VI.Now 19.99 

Lawnmower Man.Now 24.99 

Microcosm.Now 23.99 

Myst.New In 39.99 

Mad Dog McRee.29.50 

Mad Dog McRee 2-The Lost Gold .... New 38.99 

Megarace.26.99 

Outpost.37.50 

Redshift.New In 49.99 

Shuttle (Virgin).32.50 

Star Trek 25th Anniversary.Now 38.99 

Star Wars Chess.New In 24.75 

Syndicate.New In 35.95 

TFX.26.25 

Theme Park.New In 34.99 

UFO Enemy Unknown.New In 33.95 

Ultima 8.New In 44.50 

Winter Olympics.33.95 

EDUCATION CD-ROMS 
Arthurs Birthday.New In 36.75 

Arthurs Teacher Trouble.Now 24.99 

Barney Bear Goes To School.18.00 

Barney Bear Goes To Space.18.00 

Education Patinum.15.00 

Electricity & Magnetism.Now 34.50 

Fatty Bear Birthday Surprise.37.75 

Interactive Storytime III.32.48 

Just Grandma & Me.27.25 

Kids Zoo & Undersea Adventure.28.99 

MacMillan Dictionary tor Children.24,99 

Mario Is Missing.19.75 

Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing 2.0.23.00 

Mixed Up Mother Goose.21.00 

My First Incredible Dictionary.New In 47.99 

Putt Putt Fun Pack.37.50 

Putt Putt Joins the Parade.37.50 

Ruff's Bone.New In 34.99 

Shakespeares Study Guide.25.50 

The Tale of Benjamin Bunny.30.97 

The Tale of Peter Rabbit.30.97 

The Way Things Work.New In 64.99 

Tunelond.New In 34.99 

DESKTOP PUBLISHING & PRINTING CD-ROMS 

999-b TrueType Fonts.22.75 

CD-CAD v3.7.31.75 

Corel Draw 3.0. Now 58.00 

Desktop Publishers Dream Disk.29.99 

Font Elegance.New In 14.25 

Font Platinum.19,95 

Fonts for You (Book St CD).New In 26.95 

Key Fonts Pro.New In 31.99 

Publisher Platinum.19,95 

Too Many Typefonts.13.50 

MUSIC & SOUND CD-ROMS 

9000 Sounds.25.99 

Encyclopedia of Sound v2.13.99 

Hot Sound & Vision 2.New 21.99 

Resource Library Audio 1 .18.95 

Sound Sensations.13.85 


REFERENCE CD-ROMS 
3D Body Adventure.New In 44.99 

Animals of San Diego Zoo.19.99 

Computer Reference Library.13.50 

Exotic Garden.31.95 

Family Doctor.23.99 

Food Analyst.New In 21.75 

Groliers Encyclopedia v6.0.47.00 

Home Gardener.New In 31.99 

Illustrated Shakespeare.25.50 

In The Company of Whales.New In 38.99 

Mayo Clinic Family Health.23.99 

Microsoft Bookshelf.39.99 

Microsoft Encarta 94.Now 58.50 

Multimedia Animals Encyclopedia.29.99 

Multimedia Computer Tutor.21.45 

Multimedia Platinum.17.95 

Plant Doctor.32.75 

Prescription Drugs.32.16 

Reference Library.24.99 

Sharks (Discovery Channel).New In 38.99 

Space & Astronomy.19.95 

Woodstock.New In 26.99 

World Atlas v5.0 MPC.New In 19.99 

RELIGION CD-ROMS 

Bible Library.29.99 

Bibles & Religion... 13.50 

Holy Bible Plus 1994 19.95 

Illustrated Holy Bible 25.50 

King James Bible .. 31.99 

Multimedia Family Bible . 25.99 

Straight From Heaven.18.00 

SHAREWARE CD-ROMS 
Apogee Companion.New In 19.75 

Best of Windows Shareware.14.75 

Business Master 4th Edition.New In 17.99 

CICA Windows 3CD Sept 94.New In 19.95 

Death Star Arcade Battles.13.99 

Doom Companion.New In 16.99 

Games to Treasure (2CD Set).19.95 

Libris Britannia 3.28.50 

Libris Britannia 4 (Aug 94).New In 29.99 

Minerva 5.16.00 

Multimedia Platinum.15.00 

Night Owl 13.New In 29.99 

Our Solar System.13.50 

Sci-Fi Fantasy.24.40 

Shareware Overload Trio (3CDs).Now 24.00 

Simtel September 1994.New In 19.95 

So Much Shareware 4.New In 24.99 

Technotools.13.95 

Utilities Platinum.15.00 

Win Platinum.Now 19.95 

Windows 1994.28.00 

Windows Shareware Gold.20.00 

Windoware.13.99 

Wolfenstein 3D & Blake Stone.16.00 

World of Shareware (3CDs).28.97 

UTILITY CD-ROMS 

1001 utilities. 13.99 

C Users Group Library Aug 94. New 25.50 

Computer Reference Library.13.50 

Plug & Ploy LINUX.New In 24.75 

Programmers Rom.31.50 

RBBS In A Box 3.2.27.50 

Sprite (UNIX).18.66 

Tool Kit for LINUX Aug 94 2 CD.New 19.95 

X11R5/GNU. 18,66 

ART. CLIPART & GRAPHICS CD-ROMS 

Classic Cars.27.00 

Clipart Extravaganza (2CD-i-Book).48.99 

Clipart Warehouse. 13.50 

Colour Magic Clipart.24.50 

Gif Galaxy.25.00 

Images of NASA Collection.25.00 ' 

Key Clip Master Pro.New In 31.99 

Mother of all Clipart. 19.95 


lOO'S MORE TITLES AVAILABLE - WRITE, PHONE OR FAX FOR YOUR FREE PRICE GUIDE 


SOUNDCARDS 

Orchid Sound Producer 8( Speakers.58.00 

Orchid Sound Producer Pro 16.93.20 

Aztec Sound Galaxy Pro 16.85,00 

Aztec Sound Galaxy Orion 16.119.00 

CD-ROM DRIVES 

Aztec CDA 286-01A CD Drive.124.50 

Sound Galaxy Voyager Upgrade Kit including: 
CDA286 CD Drive, Nova 16 soundcard 

7 CD Titles, FX20 Power Speakers.259.00 

Phillips CM-206 Dual Speed.143.00 


THE PROSOFT PRICE PROMISE 

We will deduct £2 off EVERY 
CD-Rom title purchased. No 
limit on the number of titles 
bought. Valid until the 31st 
December 1994. Just deduct 
the £££'s oft your orders! 
"Our commitment to 
Customer Service" 


PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS. PRICES AND SPECIFICATION SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. GOODS 
USUALLY DESPATCHED WITHIN 48 HOURS. NO CREDIT CARDS DEBITED UNTIL GOODS HAVE BEEN DESPATCHED. E&OE 

I'lease make cheques payable to ProSoft Multimedia and send your order to: 

ProSoft, Venture House, Cross Street, Macclesfield, Cheshire. SKIl 7PCj 


24 Hour Ordering on both Lelephone: Fax: 



































































































































































































































IRREGULAR 




In this month’s thrilling instalment, 
a miniaturised PC HOME team find 
themselves battling the forces of 
Intel inside a berserk 486 - with 
some hilarious consequences 




SUPERMODEL 

SHOPPING 

OKAY, SO you may have seen CD-Roms which allow you to 
browse them for buying information on such mediocre products 
as wines and cars. But how about one which allows you to pick 
out your favourite supermodels from the comfort of a PC? 

The Storm model agency, which handles the careers of such 
Ubermodels as Elle MacPhearson and Kate Moss, are currently 
producing a CD-Rom - in conjunction with Virgin, aptly enough 
- which lists all their models, including four Jpeg images of 
each, along with vital statistics and such like. 

Apparently it will also contain a search facility which will 
allow you to specify details such as the colour of the hair of the 
model you are looking for, height, brain cell count... you know 
the sort of thing. 

Sadly, Storm say the disc won’t be available to members of 
the general public, but who knows what the future holds? 
Imagine adding a modem option and 
being able to pick your own 
supermodel date for the night as 
easily, although somewhat more 
expensively, as you can buy a set 
of saucepans on Sky’s home 
shopping channel. 

Mind you, personally we think 
there’s a lot to be said for sticking 
(or non-sticking as the case may 
be) with the latter option - at 
least you can, erm, have a 
bang with a saucepan 
whenever you feel like it, 
not to mention a far more 
stimulating conversation. 


One of the many 
less-than-Super- 
models not featured on 
Storm’s CD-Rom 


lA sMirra 

WORRYING IDEA 



DESPITE rumours spread by other magazines, 
the spooky voice at the end of Doom II doesn’t 
in fact say: “This game is funnier than From 
Behind”, but rather “To win the game you 
must kill me, John Romero”. 

Although this refers to his appearance as 
the final nemesis of our intrepid marine, is 
this the wisest thing to have suggested with 
most of the game’s sales taking place in gun 
crazy America? As killing Mr Romero would 
be a lot easier in real life than in the game, he 
may well have to do what is termed in the 
trade as a Rushdie. 




WANTS LIST 

WITH Chicago delayed until around June next year, the HOME boys decided to get 
together, in the pub, and compile of list of additional features we’d like to see in the next 
generation of Windows while trying to balance eight pints of Guinness on Pete’s head. 
One of these turned out to be a completely pointless exercise. And so did the other. 

Stevie: Vd like to see it run considerably faster. Why should a 32-bit operating system run 
almost as fast as an 8-bit one? 

Wayne; Vd like to see a File Manager that was capable of easily compressing/decompressing 
files and didn't keep asking you if you were sure that was what you wanted to do. 

Andy: Ed like a Windows 4.0 that worked properly and didn't keep asking if my hard drive 
was write protected every five minutes, like Windows 3.11 does. 

Pete; I'd like a built-in un-installer that tidies up Ini files automatically and another pint of 
Guinness please. Over 'ere, on the 'ead son. 

Darren: I'd like to see more monsters, grenades and a flame-thrower, and sound effects, 
and... 

The team were thrown out of the pub shortly afterwards, four out the door, and 
' one out the Chicago (har, har, har). 


mwcss CORNER 

I SAY, I say, I say. Did you hear the one about the magazine editor who flew all the 
way to America for a Doom 2 exclusive only to be scooped by the magazine which 
stayed HOME Tee hee. Good work fella. 
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CD ROM MULTIMEDIA • 



Chapel Lane Totton Hampshire S04 4LA 




BLASTCR 
I 16'- ^ 


TOP SELLING DOUBLE SPEED CD ROM SOLUTIONS 


TOSHIBA 4101 


# Dual speed 

# CD Rom XA standard 

# 300 KBS transfer rate 

# Tray loading (no caddy) 

# SCSI 2 interface included 
Special 

Including SCSI interface card and cables 

Internal.£209.00 

External.£269.00 


NEC MULTISPIN 3X 


PANASONIC S62B/563 


# Triple Speed 

• 450 kps transfer 
rate 

I# 195 ms accesstime 
# 256kB cache memory 

Special:- 

3xi (internal).£295.00 

3xe (external).£358.(X) 

SCSI Kit for above.£64.00 


320 Access Time 
Will connect to 
Sound blaster Fro 
or 16 


Sound Cards Special 

Internal.£122.(K) 

Internal (inc full kit, cards, drivers etc) .£129.(X) 

External {inc full kit, cards, drivers etc) .£199.00 


OTHER DRIVES (INC PULL KITS) 


New Mitsumi FX(X)1D 

Internal.£114.(X) 

Philips 206 Internal.£189.(X) 


M. P. C. LEVEL 2 
UPGRADE KITS 


ROMEDIA SPECIAL ONE 


Panasonic 562 (inc all cables + Labtec 
Speakers) + 

Soundblaster Pro . 199.00 

Soundblaster 16 . 229.00 


ROMEDIA SPECIAL TWO 


Toshiba 4101 Internal + Speakers, kit 
and:- (with SCvSI interface Soundblaster 

to take up only one slot) . 339.00 

Cfravis Ultrasound . 339.(M) 


ROMEDIA SPECIAL THREE 


Toshiba 3401 Internal -i- Labtec 700 

Speakers, kit etc and:- 

Gravis Ultrasound (with SCSI interface 

to take up only one slot) . 45^).00 

Soundblaster 16 ASP SCSI . 469.00 


ROMEDIA SPECIAL FOUR 
PRICE BREAKER 


Media Vision MPC level 2 SCSI drive 
with Pro Sonic 16 SCSI soundcard and 
Ross Speakers.1 89.00 


THE VIDEO CONNECTION 


Fax Modem Voice Mail 
Digital answering machine 
16 Bit Soundcard 

Hi- Res video capture card. Real time 
capture. True Colour. Support for 
accelerated video cards including S3 and 
Cirrus. Built in RGB TV Encoder 

only.£279.00 

.£49.00 

.£99.00 

Turn your PC into a T.V. media station 

.£99.00 

Display VGA on a standard T.V. or 
record VGA back to a video tape 


Media Pro Plus + T.V. Tuner....£299.00 
- Capture, TV Tuner H- teletext in 
one complete package.£399.00 


New TEAC CD 50 Internal ....£287.(X) 
New NEC 3XP Triple Speed Portable 
£399.00 

NEC2xi internal + kit.£199.(X) 


ROMEDIA FIRST 

.f of the JifUow'in^ oflc: with " 
dj iUi ihr left for 

' '' ftO or indii'idutilly for 
20th Century Video Almanac, Animals of 
San Diego Zoo, Arthur Teacher. Troubles. 
Battlechess, Bibles and. Religions. 
Brittanica Family Choice, Cannen 
Sandiego, CD Game Pack 1, Chess Master 
3()()() MPC. Clipart. Warehouse. Capital 
Hill. Dinosaur Adventure. Guinness 1993 
MPC. Hot Stuff 1 + II, Just Grandma and 
Me, Jones in the Fast Lane. Kodak Photo 
CD Access. Kings Quest V, Loom. Lotus 
123. MacMillans Childrens Dictionary. 
Mixed up Mother Goose, Monkey Island. 
Secret Weapons Luftwaffe, Sherlock 
Holmes Consulting Detective, Space 
Adventure, Space Quest IV. Space Shuttle, 
Stellar 7, Toolworks MPC Encycl, Return 
to Zork, US -I- World Atlas, US Atlas, 
World Atlas 4.0 MPC, Rebel Assault 
(NRW). 7th Guest. Dune, TFX. Quantum 
Gate, Critical Path , Iron Helix 
■ nd: ^ 'is ^ • 

for dei' h. 

ROMEDIA TOP TEN 

1. Zargon Zoo! The edutainment title 

for all ages .£39.00 

2. Myst.£35.00 

3. Encarta 94 .£49.00 

4. Cinemania 94.£29.00 

5. Bookshelf 94 .£49.00 

6. Prehistoria 94.£29.00 

7. MS Dinosaur .£29.00 

8. CICA Aug 94 3 Disc Set_£19.00 

9. 5ft Ten Pak.£29.00 

10. Corel 3.£65.00 

The Edutainment title for the 90’s. 
Apealing to young and old alike, it has 
become our greatest all time seller, and 
guaranteed to be your all-time favourite 
PC or Mac 
- ■/ . //.■■ Mo- . 

"One of the better . , 

edutainment titles " 

Zjoo is excellent" ^90 • • _ 




Toshiba 3401 internal inc SCSI 

interface.£299.(X) 

To,shiba 3401 external inc SCSI 
interlace.£399.(X) 


SOUND AND VISION 


! ^ ® Bit Record and 

playback 48 kHz, 

Rom Interface 

’ 512k Ram Standard (upgradable) 

3d Surround Sound 

Experience Doom with this card and it 
will min your .social life! " 

Special .£159.00 

pTop rated sound card - even more cost 
effecti ve.£ 109.00 

Original Version with 16Bit sound... 
£349.00 

New Reel Magic Lite.£229.00 

r r. JU - 'I 

Soundblaster v2. £49.00 

Soundblaster Pro.|f4 f ].£69.00 


blaster 

r ? « 


Pioneer DRM 604X Quad speed, 6 

discs etc.£949.(X) 

New Pioneer DRM 6()2X.£499.(X) 


5 ^ Soundblaster 16 

r £85.00 

- Soundblaster 16 

, -i £125.00 

£ 149.00 

Soundbla.ster 16 SCSI-2.£149.00 

Soundblaster 16 SCSI-2 ADSP.£ 175.00 

Soundbla.ster AWE 32.£199.00 

Midi Kit.£21.23 

A DSP upgrade chip .set.£58.00 

POWER PLAY SPEAKERS 

Labtec CS 150's.£17.00 

Prodigital .£35.00 

Goodmans.£65.00 

JPW.£125.00 

Roland MA7.£139.00 




Wulil litCfliti ,iCT 


# Multiple order; educational and local 
government discount structure - call for 
details. TFree technical advice and free 
on-site consultation/surveys. ^ Rental 
facitities:- long and short term available 
V Full installation, training and service 
available for new and existing CD Rom 
drives ^ ALL POSTAGE AND 
PACKING WITHIN THE UK IS 
FREE OF CHARGE 
. ' alog::c cf 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
I. Faulty products will be refunded 
without quibble. 2. Credit card, cheque 
or money order required prior to goods 
dispatch. 3. VAT needs to be added to 
all quoted pricing. 

sj wuzTm 






« pjitiie tiM’f auuMj 

PORTABLE MULTIMEDIA 

Portable Sound Plus (parallel)...£! 49.00 

New Media Wav Jammer.£249.(K) 

(SCSI interfaces for laptops ^ ■ j 

PCMCIA) 

New Media PCMCIA SCSI.£199.00 

Adaptec Slim SCSI.TBC 

SCSI interface for parallel port 

NEC Shuttle.£99.(X) 

Portable CD-Rom Drives 

New NEC 3xp.£3.39.(X) 

NEC Battery Pack.£75.(X) 

New To.shiba 4100A - MPC level 2 

compliant.£319.(X) 

Aztech Explorer .£349.00 

Backpack (parallel port CD drive) ..£349.00 


OTHER CARDS/ACCESSORIES 
A^'AILABLE - CALL FOR DETAH.S 

■A rntri s'-o--action policy - comhininy 
competit'"c pricing level.s with 
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This ad was designed and produced using Serif PagePlus Intro. 




ON THE WAi HOME 
ROM THE OFFICE... 


THAT'S mm NANCY, 


PACEPLUS 


INTRO 


IS 


THE 


EASIEST DTP 


TO 


USE 


AND 


ITS 


REE! 


W SH 'D 


NEVER 


SPENT 


£85 


ON MICROSOFT 


PUBLISHER 


IF ONLY NANCY HAD KNOWN THAT SERIF'S FREE PAGEPLUS INRO OFFER HAD 
BEEN EXTENDED, SHE'D HAVE CALLED RIGHT AWAY AND SAVED MONEY!!! 


If you don’t already use Serif’s PagePlus 
DTP, now’s your chance! For a limited 
time you can get the world’s easiest 
Desktop Publisher FREE! The Serif Free 
Software Offer has been extended due to 
massive demand and there’s 150,000 
more FREE copies available... but you 
need to hurry! 

PagePlus Intro, the little brother 
to PagePlus 3.0, has been de¬ 
signed specifically for those new 
to DTP. We’ve removed the 
complex, ultra-high-end features of 
PagePlus 3.0 to produce a super¬ 
friendly and flexible desktop publisher. 
But it’s built on the same foundations 
that have made PagePlus 3.0 an interna¬ 
tional Best-Seller and winner of hundreds 
of international awards and accolades. 
PagePlus Intro gives you everything you 
need FREE. Even a DTP newcomer will 
quickly be designing professional quality 
graphics-packed flyers, letterheads and 
newsletters and getting great results on 
any dot-matrix, ink-jet or laser printer In 
colour or b/w. And it’s real fun too! 
What’s the catch? There’s no catch! 
PagePlus Intro is simply the best way to 
find out about DTP and once you’ve used 
one Serif product you’ll want the rest! 
Join our hundreds of thousands of Serif 
PagePlus customers. Call right now for 
your FREE PagePlus Intro!!! 


CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE 
SERIF PAGEPLUS INTRO - 

[^0800413444 

24-Hour Toll-Free Order Line, Open 7-Days. 

Please Quote Code - FSPCH/11 /C 

* There is a non-refundable £4.95 shipping, handling and admin charge. Please have your credit card ready: Visa, MasterCard, Amex and Switch accepted. Limit one copy per household. You need Windows 3.1 and 
2Mb RAM. Serif and PagePlus are trademarks of Serif, Inc. Microsoft is a registered trademark and Microsoft Publisher is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation. All other trademarks acknowledged. MS Publisher has a 
suggested retail price of £85 + VAT. If you prefer to send a cheque please mail to Serif, PO Box 15, Nottingham. NG7 2DA. This offer is limited to the first 150,000 UK callers. Please allow up to 28 days for delivery. 


THE ITORLD'S 

DESKTOP PUfu 








This ad was designed, produced and colour separated using Serif PagePlus 3.0. 



ON THE WAY HOME 
FROM THE OFFICE 





If you’re looking for a real powerful Desktop 
Publisher, don’t make Nancy’s mistake and 
spend £695 on Aldus PageMaker 5.0. You 
can save yourself nearly £600 AND get a 
DTP application that’s just as powerful, 
and much, much easier to use. 

The product you need is called Serif 
PagePlus 3.0. It gives you high-end DTP 
without the high-end hassles of high-price 
and steep learning curve. Right out of the box 
you’ll be designing and producing professional, 
graphics-packed newsletters, ads, brochures, 
catalogs, greetings cards... and a thousand other 
designer publications. Print in colour or black and 
white to ANY Windows printer or get hi-res 
process colour separations, ready for professional 
quality commercial colour printing. 

Serif PagePlus 3.0 is an international award- 
winner and is constantly rated by journalists as a 
real PageMaker beater. Try it out. If you don’t 
agree that £99 PagePlus beats £695 PageMaker 
hands-down, have your money back. 

Our 60-Day Money-Back Guarantee, along with 
unlimited FREE support, is just part of Serif’s 
commitment to producing the world’s best DTP at 
the world’s best possible price. 

Learn from Nancy. Call now and save yourself 
£600 (and weeks struggling with hard-to-use 
PageMaker) by choosing Serif PagePlus 3.0. 


AT mm PAemiis lo ms liss than a PAemm upmvi 

NANCY CAUCV StTtlF TtlSHT AWAY FOP KP COPT... 

MOW roR toy a 

stBUP mospiys 

R09009 

24-Hour Toll-Free Order line. Open 7-Days. 

Please Quote Code - PCH/11 /C 

* There is a non-refundable £6.00 shipping and handling charge. Please have your credit card ready: Visa, MasterCard, Amex and Switch accepted. You need Windows 3.1 and at least 2Mb 
RAM. Serif and PagePlus are trademarks of Serif, Inc. Aldus and Aldus PageMaker are trademarks of Aldus Corp. All other trademarks acknowledged. Aldus PageMaker 5.0 has a list price of 
£695.00. Spend time shopping around mail-order and you may get it for around £450. Please mail cheques to Serif, PO Box 15, Nottingham NG7 2DA. (0602) 421502 and fax (0602) 701022. 
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Even the most demanding customers find Gateway 2000®’s 
products to be absolutely divine! When you choose Gateway, 
you get a PC of mighty quality and performance, and the best 
value for money. And although we’re mere mortals, the level 
of service we provide is fit for the Gods. We will indeed move 
heaven and earth to ensure your complete satisfaction. 

Whether you’re an Atlas among PC users or a first-time 
computer buyer. Gateway’s friendly sales and customer 
service representatives are carefully trained to answer all your 

questions and assist you 
with your order. And 
if you should ever 
require our 
technical support 
services, you’ll 
swear our technicians 


are omniscient. They’re among the best in the industry at 
solving PC problems quickly and efficiently. 

For the rare customer whose system cannot be fixed over 
the phone, with the speed of Hermes we’ll send a Hewlett- 
Packard engineer to your home or office, in most UK 
locations, free of charge during the first year of your 
warranty. Of course, all Gateway desktop and tower 
systems include a valuable three-year warranty on 
parts, a 30-day, no-quibble money-back guarantee, 
freephone technical support for as long as you own the 
system, lifetime membership on Gateway’s BBS, a FaxBack 
service, and much more. 

So you can see, we’ll travel to the ends of the earth to be 
sure you are eternally happy with your Gateway PC. That’s 
why so many of our sales are generated by referrals from 
happy customers. That’s also why, in PC Magazine’s 1994 
Service & Reliability reader survey. Gateway ranked number 
one in “likelihood of repurchasing from the same vendor”, 
with high marks in many other categories as well. 

Rumour has it Poseidon was referred to us by Aphrodite 
and is buying Gateway Pentium®-based systems like crazy. 
Call us today, and place your order before the Gods have all 
the Gateway systems shipped directly to Mount Olympus! 





































Youve got a friend in the business. 
















The Gods have gone totally mad for Gateway’s Pentium-based 
systems! It’s no wonder. They’re some of the most omnipotent PCs in 
creation, now with even larger hard drives, faster video subsystems 
and double-speed CD-ROMs as standard on most models. At 
Gateway, we’ve perfected the art of packing PCs with features while 
maintaining our paradise prices. 
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Like Zeus throwing thunderbolts, the power of Gateway’s 
Pentium®-based systems is awesome to behold. The Pentium, Intel’s 
most advanced processor, is able to process twice the amount of 
information as a 486 chip in the same amount of time, making our 
P5-60 and P5-90 systems the final commandment in PC performance 
All Gateway Pentium-based systems include the powerful PCI 
local bus, the clear leader in bus technology, as well as advanced 

graphics systems. The P5-90 model with its ATI GX 
video card, using the Mach 64 graphics 
accelerator, delivers over 41 million 
Winmarks of video performance in Winbench 
4.0 tests. 

Another performance advantage 
you get with a Gateway Pentium- 
based system is ultra-fast hard drive 
retrieval and storage due to an enhanced 
PCI/IDE controller. 

The enhanced controller 
allows hard disk drive 
transfers up to twice as 
fast as non-enhanced IDE 
controllers. 

If you prefer a 486 system, we 
have some sublime prices on 
these exalted machines, which are 
still the corporate standard. Our P4D- 
66 and P4D-100 models include the same 
PCI local bus and enhanced PCI/IDE hard drive 
controller we use in our Pentium-based systems. Plus, all 
Gateway 2000 486 systems are upgradeable to a Pentium 


OverDrive® processor, and most proudly carry the US Energy Star 
seal for environmental friendliness. 

All Gateway systems come with application software installed 
and ready to run. Many models include Office Professional, including 
all of Microsoft’s most popular and powerful applications: Word, 
Excel, PowerPoint and Access. Others come with Microsoft Works 
for Windows as standard. Please check configurations for software 
details. 
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Gateway’s product range includes several fully equipped 
multimedia systems, the most popular of which are our Family PCs. 
Children love the interactive games, audio and video capabilities. 
You’ll adore the practical uses for working at home. The 4SX-33 
Family PC includes a 14-inch colour monitor, CD-ROM, sound 
card, premium speakers and a fantastic collection of software — 
Microsoft Works, Money, Golf, Publisher and Musical Instruments 
-all for £1099. 

Designed to offer the right features for everyone in the family at 
an inspired price, our Family PCs make the perfect holiday gift. 




r 


—s - —T J 



j 











GArEWiy2ooo 


''You’ve got a friend in the business, ” 


0800 842000 



















































When you set eyes on Gateway’s portables, you’ll 
be smitten as surely as if Aphrodite, the Goddess of 
Love, had fired an arrow directly into your heart. 

The ColorBook and the HandBook 486 have a 
powerful effect on mortals. Here’s why: 


The Goct8coay'^000 HaTi6pook®486 


The Gocreway' ^000 Cofor j3ook™ 


Brilliant, crystal-clear colour and fast, 486 
performance at a price you might expect to pay for a 
monochrome portable: That’s what you get with the 
Gateway ColorBook. It’s simply divine! 

Our slimline ColorBook (it’s one of the thinnest 
notebooks on the market) travels exceptionally well, 
weighing only 2.6kg (including battery), yet it is 
powerful enough to replace your desktop PC. 

The ColorBook DX4-75 includes a 75MHz 486DX4 
processor, making it the fastest 486 notebook 
available today! Plus, the DX4-75 has a larger, 
10.3-inch VGA dual-scan STN screen. 

With prices starting at just £1199 + VAT, the value- 
for-money ColorBook is bound to start a new love affair! 


If power and ultimate portability are your priorities in a 
partner, look no further than Gateway’s revolutionary 
HandBook 486. It’s the smallest Windows PC on earth 
— and with the 486DX2 processor, it’s the most powerful 
PC of its size. 

The HandBook is astonishingly lightweight, 
compact, and so stylish it’s heavenly. Weighing less 
than 1.5kg, the HandBook has a bright, 7.9-inch VGA 
display, backlit for use in all lighting conditions. The 78-key, 
touch-type keyboard and integrated pointer make the 
HandBook as comfortable to use as your desktop. 

The Gateway 2000 HandBook 486 redefines 
the standards in portable computers. Once you put 
your hands on a HandBook, you’re converted. You’ll 
never settle for any other portable PC! 


It’s No Myth... 


Whatever Gateway 2000 system you choose, 
your money goes further with our superb-quality, 
high-performance PCs. Compare our prices and 
configurations with other manufacturers and the truth 
shines forth: From the Temple of Olympian Zeus to Temple 
Bar, you won’t find better value for money! 
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"You've got a friend in the business. ’ 







Professional Systems 


P4D-66 


P5-90 


4SX-33 


■ Intel® 33MHz 486SX Processor* 

■ 4MB RAM 

■ 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ 424MB 13ms IDE Hard Drive 

■ Windows Accelerated Local Bus 
Video with 1MB 

■ 14" Colour CrystalScan® 1024NI 

■ Mini Desktop Case 

■ 5 16-Bit ISA Slots 

■ 102-Key Keyboard & MS Mouse 

■ MS-DOS® 6.22, WFWG3.il 

■ MS Works for Windows™ 3.0 

■ 3-Year Limited Warranty 

4SX-33 • £849 
4DX2-66 • £999 


Multimedia Systems 


4SX-33 Family PC 


m Intel 33MHz 486SX Processor* 

■ 4MB RAM 

■ 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ Double-Speed CD-ROM 

■ 424MB 13ms IDE Hard Drive 

■ Windows Accelerated Local Bus 
Video with 1MB 

■ 16-Bit Sound Card with Speakers 

■ 14" Colour CrystalScan 1024NI 

■ Mini Desktop Case 

■ 5 16-Bit ISA Slots 

■ 102-Key Keyboard & MS Mouse 

■ MS-DOS 6.22, WFWG3.il 

■ Family PC Software Bundle 

■ 3-Year Limited Warranty 

£1099 

Portables 


HandBook 4SX-25 


m L3kg(2.91bs) 

■ 24.8 X 15 x4.2cms (9.75x5.9x1.6") 

■ Intel 25MHz 486SX Processor 

■ 4MB RAM 

■ 130MB IDE Hard Drive 

■ 7.9" Backlit VGA Display 

■ NiMH Battery & AC Pack 

■ Suspend/Resume Feature 

■ 1 PCMCIA Type II Slot 

■ Integrated Pointing Device 

■ 78-Key Keyboard 

■ Parallel, Serial & PS/2® Ports 

■ MS-DOS 6.22, WFWG3.il 

■ Interlink and Serial Download Cable 

£699 


■ Intel 66MHz 486DX2 Processor* 

■ 8MB RAM, 256KB Cache 

■ 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ Double-Speed CD-ROM 

■ 540MB 11ms IDE Hard Drive with 
PCI Fast IDE Interface 

■ PCI Local Bus Graphics with 1MB 

■ 15" Colour CrystalScan 1572DG 

■ Desktop Case 

■ 4 ISA, 2 PCI & 1 PCI/ISA Slots 

■ 125-Key AnyKey® Keyboard 

■ Microsoft® Mouse 

■ MS-DOS 6.22, WFWG 3.il 

■ MS Office Professional™ 4.3 

■ 3-Year Limited Warranty 

P4D-66 • £1499 
P4D-100 • £1699 


4DX2-66 Family PC 


■ Intel 66MHz 486DX2 Processor* 

■ 8MB RAM, 128KB Cache 

■ 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ Double-Speed CD-ROM 

■ 424MB 13ms IDE Hard Drive 

■ Windows Accelerated Local Bus 
Video with 1MB 

■ 16-Bit Sound Card with Speakers 

■ 14" Colour CrystalScan 1024NI 

■ Mini Desktop Case 

■ 5 16-Bit ISA Slots 

■ 102-Key Keyboard & MS Mouse 

■ MS-DOS 6.22 & WFWG3.il 

■ Family PC Software Bundle 

■ 3-Year Limited Warranty 

£1299 


HandBook 4DX2-50 


■ 1.3kg (2.9 lbs) 

■ 24.8 X 15 X 4.2cms (9.75 x 5.9 x 1.6") 

■ Intel 50MHz 486DX2 Processor 

■ 8MB RAM 

■ 250MB IDE Hard Drive 

■ 7.9" Backlit VGA Display 

■ NiMH Battery & AC Pack 

■ Suspend/Resume Feature 

■ 1 PCMCIA Type II Slot 

■ Integrated Pointing Device 

■ 78-Key Keyboard 

■ Parallel, Serial & PS/2 Ports 

■ MS-DOS 6.22, WFWG3.il 

■ Interlink and Serial Download Cable 

£1499 


Pentium Best Buys 


■ Intel 60MHz Pentium Processor* 

■ 8MB RAM, 256KB Cache 

■ 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ Double-Speed CD-ROM 

■ 540MB 11ms IDE.Hard Drive with 
PCI Fast IDE Interface 

■ PCI Local Bus Graph^s with 2MB 

■ 15" Colour CrystalScfc 1572DG 

■ Desktop Case 

■ 4 ISA, 2 PCI & 1 PCFISA Slots 

■ 125-Key AnyKey Keyboard 

■ Microsoft Mouse 

■ MS-DOS 6.22, WFWG3.il 

■ MS Works for Windows 3.0 

■ 3-Year Limited Warranty 

P5-60 • £1599 
P5-90 • £1799 


Pentium Family PC 


■ Intel 60MHz Pentium Processor* 

■ 8MB RAM, 256KB Cache 

■ 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ Double-Speed CD-ROM 

■ 540MB 11ms IDE Hard Drive 

■ PCI Local Bus Graphics with 2MB 

■ 15" Colour CrystalScan 1572DG 

■ 16-Bit Sound Card with Speakers 

■ Desktop Case 

■ 4 ISA, 2 PCI & 1 PCFISA Slots 

■ 125-Key AnyKey Keyboard 

■ Microsoft Mouse 

■ MS-DOS6.22.WFWG3.il 

■ MS Family PC Software Bundle 

■ 3-Year Limited Warranty 

£1699 


ColorBook 4SX-25 


■ 2.6kg (5.7 lbs) 

■ 29.5 X 21.5 X 4.7cms (11.7 x 8.5 x 1.77") 

■ Intel 25MHz 486SX Processor 

■ 4MB RAM 

■ 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ 250MB Removable IDE Hard Drive 

■ 9.4" Backlit VGA Dual-Scan STN 
Colour Display 

■ NiMH Battery & AC Pack 

■ Suspend/Resume Feature 

■ 2 PCMCIA Type II Slot 

■ 85-Key Keyboard & Trackball 

■ Parallel, Serial, VGA & PS/2 Ports 

■ MS-DOS 6.22, WFWG3.il 

■ MS Works for Windows 3.0 

4SX-25 • £1199 
4DX-33 • £1499 


■ Intel 90MHz Pentium Processor* 

■ 8MB RAM, 256KB Cache 

■ 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ Double-Speed CD-ROM 

■ 1GB 10ms IDE Hard Drive with 
PCI Fast IDE Interface 

■ PCI Local Bus Graphics with 2MB 

■ 15" Colour CrystalScan 1572DG 

■ Desktop Case 

■ 4 ISA, 2 PCI & 1 PCI/ISA Slots 

■ 125-Key AnyKey Keyboard 

■ Microsoft Mouse 

■ MS-DOS 6.22, WFWG3.il 

■ MS Office Professional 4.3 

■ 3-Year Limited Warranty 

P5-90 • £1999 

P5-60 • £1799 


P5-90 Executive 


■ Intel 90MHz Pentium Processor* 

■ 16MB RAM, 256KB Cache 

■ 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ Double-Speed CD-ROM 

■ 1GB 10ms IDE Hard Drive with 
PCI Fast IDE Interface 

■ High Performance PCI Local Bus 
Graphics with 2MB VRAM 

■ 16-Bit Sound Card with Speakers 

■ 17" Colour CrystalScan 1776LE 

■ Tower Case 

■ 4 ISA, 2 PCI & 1 PCI/ISA Slots 

■ 125-Key AnyKey Keyboard 

■ Microsoft Mouse 

■ MS-DOS 6.22, WFWG3.il 

■ MS Office Professional 4.3 

■ 3-Year Limited Warranty 

£2699 


ColorBook DX4-75 


■ 2.6kg (5.7 lbs) 

■ 29.5 X 21.5 X 4.7cms (11.7 x 8.5 x 1.77") 

■ Intel 75MHz 486DX4 Processor 

■ 8MB RAM 

■ 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ 250MB Removable IDE Hard Drive 

■ 10.3" Backlit VGA Dual-Scan STN 
Colour Display 

■ NiMH Battery & AC Pack 

■ Suspend/Resume Feature 

■ 2 PCMCIA Type II Slots 

■ 85-Key Keyboard & Trackball 

■ Parallel, Serial, VGA & PS/2 Ports 

■ MS-DOS 6.22, WFWG3.il 

■ MS Works for Windows 3.0 

£2299 




GArE]my2ooo 


“You’ve got a friend in the business. ’’ 

0800 842000 


All prices and configurations are subject to change 
without notice or obligation. All prices are quoted 
in Sterling and exclude carriage and VAT. 


*Intel Verified: 
for a Pentium® 
OverDrive® Processor 
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